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DMEA LOOKS AT POTENTIAL DIRECTOR RECALL POLICY 

COUNTY APPROVES DEDICATION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY ALONG V66 TRAIL  

By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE- The Feb. 28 Delta Montrose Electric 
Association (DMEA) Board of Directors meeting was 
called to order at 3 p.m. All current board members 
were in attendance; last month’s resignation of 
Director Ken Watson leaves the District 4 seat va-
cant.  
  The call to order was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance, the opening meeting prayer, determina-
tion of a quorum, and approval of the consent 
agenda (Membership Report and, with one minor 
correction in grammar, the Minutes from the Janu-
ary Regular Board Meeting).  
  DMEA co-op members are afforded an opportuni-
ty to speak during Member Comments, which for 
this meeting were scheduled for 5 p.m. 
  During meetings the board of directors hears ver-
bal summary reports of their monthly meetings and 
activities. Co-op member-
ship has access to some Continued pg 13 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-Montrose Board of County Commis-
sioners (BOCC) Vice Chair Roger Rash called the 
regular meeting to order with a gavel on 
Wednesday, March 1. “Good morning every-
one...” BOCC Chair Sue Hansen was absent; Com-
missioner Keith Caddy was present. Project Man-
ager Emily Sanchez led in saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 Delivering the invocation was Pastor Roland 
Kassales of Victory Baptist Church. “Father we 
thank you for this opportunity that we have to 
live in Montrose...I thank you for the men and 
women in this room who represent the govern-
ment of this area...I ask that you give them wis-
dom today, that you would help them as they 
make decisions that affect the lives of the people 
that live here...I thank you for how they have led in the past, and ask that you give them clarity for the fu-
ture...bless the meeting today...” 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
There were no comments heard from the public on non-agenda items. 

BOCC meetings are held at the Road & Bridge Facility. 

Continued pg 5  

The regular Delta Montrose Electric Association (DMEA) 
board meeting was held at 3p.m. on Feb. 28. DMEA 
Department heads routinely attend board meetings in 
order to report and answer board questions. Far left (L 
to R), Engineering and Power Resources Manager Ma-
teusz Pena, Chief Information Officer Bob Farmer, Chief 
Relations Officer Lindsay Forepaugh, Chief Technical 
Officer Kent Blackwell, Chief Financial Officer Gayle 
Gouker, and Chief Operating Officer Tim Vigil. 
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Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-Montrose Republican Women 
Scholarships are available to all graduating 
high school Republican girls who are resi-
dents of Montrose County. Connect with 
your high school counselor for more infor-
mation and requirements. Deadline is March 
15, 2023. The two scholarship winners will 
be honored at the Montrose County Republi-
can Women’s June Luncheon. MCRW raises 
funds throughout the year with jewelry 
sales, raffles, and generous donations from 
local Republicans. MCRW is proud to sup-
port our young people in their education 
and values that forward the principles of the 
Republican Party and our community. Char-
tered 87 years ago, MCRW is devoted to the 
case of freedom, education of women in 
political governance, and political issues fac-
ing our community. 

MONTROSE REPUBLICAN 
WOMEN SCHOLARSHIPS 

NOW AVAILABLE 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

https://www.montrosefordnissan.com/xtime-schedule-service.htm


The Montrose Mirror  |  March 6, 2023 Page 3 

 

PRIVATE FRENCH, SPANISH, AND ESL 

CLASSES for all ages and levels. Groups 

up to 8 or individual. 11yrs teaching 

experience and masters in French. Fo-

cus on practical use and the ability to 

converse. 719-293-4600 

MIRROR CLASSIFIEDS 

http://www.montroselibrary.org/
https://granicus_production_attachments.s3.amazonaws.com/montrosecounty/f077042c57ca49690b9714eea47358c40.html
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COUNTY MANAGER 
County Manager Jon Waschbusch had no 
changes to the meeting agenda. 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioners voted to approve Consent 
Agenda items as presented. 
GENERAL BUSINESS & ADMINISTRATIVE 
ITEMS 
There were no General Business or Ad-
ministrative items. 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
Planning and Development  Director 
Tallmadge Richmond presented the plat 
of Dedication of a Portion of the V66 Trail 
Road Dedication [RD23-001] proposal to 
dedicate right of way along V66 Trail at 
Parcel 403904402001. The .075 acres of 
right-of-way to be dedicated will be a 
portion of the turnaround and will be 
taken over by Montrose County for 
maintenance, Richmond said. 
 County Engineer Keith Laube said that 
the road was built to county standards 
but had no turnaround, and the long-
term plan is to get a turnaround built now 
that land is dedicated. The Homeowners 
Association for a nearby subdivision has 
been maintaining the road. 
 Commissioner Keith Caddy said that he 
drove out to the area in the fall. “I think 
it’s a great idea to put it in there because 
the BLM users do use that road...and I 
think it’s partially our responsibility to 
take care of that.” 
 Commissioners voted to approve the 
dedication of right-of-way along V66 Trail 
at Parcel 403904402001.  
 Also approved was the Luca Estates No. 1 
Extension [EXT23-001] proposal to extend 
the time period to file an approved plat 
for recording at 5790 Road. 
 With no further business and no execu-
tive session, the BOCC meeting was ad-
journed. 

 COUNTY APPROVES DEDICATION OF RIGHT-OF-WAY ALONG V66 TRAIL  From pg 1 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

Editor: 
One of the most cherished rights granted us by our Founding Fathers is delineated in the First Amendment to our Constitution, 
guaranteeing every citizen the express “right” to freely express their opinions on any issue. Letters to the Editor offer every citizen 
the opportunity to do exactly that. In an age of increasing censorship from seemingly every direction, a favorite tactic of today’s 
corrupt Democrat party, infested with woke liberal progressive pseudo intellectuals, is to belittle or attempt to shame those who 
exercise their right to voice contrary opinions. It was disturbing to see that spectre raise its ugly head recently in The Mirror. 
Dee Laird, Montrose  

1ST AMENDMENT GRANTS US THE RIGHT TO FREELY EXPRESS OPINIONS ON ANY ISSUE 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

NO BASIS FOR APPROVAL OF SU22-013  
Dear Editor, 
 There have been more than 1300 signa-
tures on a petition and in letters voiced in 
opposition to SU22-013. 
 The Board of the Montrose Planning 
Commission voted unanimously to deny 
SU22-013. 
 The numbers voiced in approval of SU22-
013 represent less than 5% of those who 
have voiced opposition. 
This then raises the following questions: 
1 In elections, are people elected into 
office with less than 5% of the voting pop-
ulas? 
2 In sports, is the winner the person/
team granted the win with less than 5% of 
the total points? 
3 Are high school and/or college graduates 
granted diplomas and degrees with the 
student passing only 5% of the mandated 
curriculum? 
4 Do employers expect less than 5% of 
their employees to run a successful busi-
ness? 
 The masses have spoken.  Our voices 
should and do count. 
 Transparency has been non-existent in 
regard to SU22-013.  At the December 
planning commission public meeting, Mr. 
Luttrell confirmed that an asphalt/cement 
plant would be operated.  Up to that date, 
rumors abounded.  If, at that time, Mr. 
Luttrell would have further stated that 
Elam Construction would be running the 
asphalt plant (as it does at the Uncom-
pahgre pit) it would have cleared up con-
fusion as to the statement from Tom Pe-
terson at the public BOCC meeting of 

2/24/2023.  That is if Elam Construction 
will be running the asphalt plant at the 
proposed SU22-013 gravel pit. 
 Attorney for Matt Miles, Shelly Dakonish, 
stated at the County Commissioner 
meeting of 2/24/2023 that the county is to 
only consider "competent evidence".  The 
application for SU22-013 is grossly unfin-
ished.   
 To wit: *haul routes defined (2 of the 4 
listed have no defined destinations as 1 
terminates in the very north end of 
Shavano Valley and 1 terminates at the 
intersection of 6100 and Spring Creek 
Roads),    *what measures will be taken 
of ALL vehicles exiting said proposed pit 
(employees of Rocky Mountain Aggregate 
- Mr. Luttrell's company are bound by his 
company policies, but sub-contractors, 
businesses desiring gravel, personal vehi-
cles desiring gravel are not bound by 
those company policies),      *water 
issues that have to be in place before 
granting this special use permit (have only 
been stated as "to be resolved" in the fu-
ture),   *amounts of aggregate already 
permitted and how adding to this amount 
is necessary (applicant's vague statements 
that supplies are "dwindling" when Mont-
rose county has 82 gravel pits -
information supplied by opposition), not 
to mention credible defined studies of 
ground stability, preservation of personal 
property, and wildlife habitat impact.  All 
of which have been credibly defined by 
opposition,  *how their "reclaimed farm-
able ground" will have irrigation water, 
access to and from and other measures to 

successfully reclaim the land and make it 
"farmable" in a 50'-100' deep hole.  The 
land is currently level and farmable. 
 The public BOCC meeting of 2/24/2023 
was adjourned 40 minutes early without 
hearing rebuttal from the applicant/owner 
of SU22-013, thereby giving the applicant/
owner 12 days (BOCC decision to be ren-
dered 3/5/2023) at which time the re-
buttal will be entered.  However, the mo-
tion was passed to close public comment. 
 The Montrose County Master Plan cites 
that "health, safety, and well-being" is a 
major emphasis.  The let us consider the 
following definitions: 
Health:  state of being free from illness or 
injury, a person's mental or physical condi-
tion. 
Safety:  condition of being protected from 
or unlikely to cause danger, risk or injury. 
Well-being:  state of being comfortable, 
healthy or happy. 
None of these definations say that there 
has to be supporting documentation of 
medical records, legal documentations or 
testamonials of experts.  Therefore, all of 
the voiced concerns by citizens being neg-
atively impacted by this proposed SU22-
013 are very much considered "competent 
evidence" that was required by Ms. Da-
konish. 
 In conclusion, the masses have rendered 
"competent evidence", declared that the 
application for SU22-013 is incomplete 
and therefore has absolutely no basis for 
approval. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim and Vicki Gardner, Montrose 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

UPDATE ON REPORTED SHOOTING IN DELTA 

Special to the Mirror 
DELTA- In the early morning hours of 2/27/23 officers of 
the Delta Police Department responded to the area of 
Hwy 50 and H25 Rd. in the City of Delta for a possible 
shooting. The victim on scene reported an unknown 
male had shot him and fled the scene prior to our arri-
val.  
After extensive examination of the physical evidence, 
Detectives of the Delta Police Department came to the 
conclusion that the physical evidence did not match the 
account of the incident as provided by the victim.  
 Upon conducting an additional interview with the vic-
tim and confronting said victim with the physical evi-
dence, the victim admitted that the gunshot was a self-
inflected. The victim expressed the fears present at the 
time that prevented this person from providing the true 
account of the events at the time of the shooting.  
 After receiving the new information from the victim, 

the Delta Police Department is confident there is no 

other person involved in the incident and there is no 

suspect still at large. 
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By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-After graduating from college 
and living all over the world, multi-lingual 
language teacher, Yoga instructor, and 
Mindfulness Coach Erin Easton made a 
conscious decision to relocate to Mont-
rose.  In 2021, Easton hosted the first 
Whole Being Health and Wellness Expo 
here, helping to launch the Healing Collec-
tive of Western Colorado, a non-profit 
that provides education on alternative 
healing and wellness options to the local 
community through expos, classes, 
demonstrations, and speaking events. 
Easton has given talks at the Montrose 
Library and has shared “Mindfulness Mo-
ments” on community radio station KVNF 

at 11am on Sundays. Easton continues to 
serve as Board President of the Healing 
Collective, while teaching yoga at the Rec 
Center and running her own business, 
New Leaf Mindfulness Coaching. 
 In July Easton finished building her own 
yoga studio, and now teaches classes in 
the studio at 220 North Stough. “I made it 
perfect for the energy I want to have in 
my classes,” she said. Classes are thera-
peutic in nature, to help those who may 
need assistance in recovering from injuries 
and older adults who want to maintain a 
sense of balance while remaining physical-
ly and mentally fit. Adults often experi-
ence more falls as they age, Easton noted. 
“We lose ten percent of our balance every 

decade—having a practice that helps with 
that balance is very important.” 
 While both mindfulness and yoga are 
increasingly popular disciplines, the prac-
tice of mindfulness is still new to many. 
For those with the courage to try it, mind-
fulness can help build a good relationship 
with one’s mind and perception of life, she 
said. “Mindfulness helps you to think and 
act in ways that serve your well-being,” 
Easton said. “It clears out obstacles and 
helps you to be your best self.” 
 As her practice grows, Easton hopes that 
Montrosians will take advantage of the 
opportunity to build flexibility and balance 
at any age through mindfulness. “This is 
beneficial to everyone.” 
 Contact Easton by phone at 719-293-
4600, or via email at 
erinkeastn@gmail.com. 

Erin Easton, owner of New Leaf Mindfulness 
Coaching, now offers yoga classes from her 
new studio in Montrose. 

MONTROSE ENTREPRENEUR CREATES SPACE FOR BALANCE, MINDFULNESS 

http://www.montrosehealth.com/
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some of the written staff reports sub-
mitted for board approval, i.e., minutes of 
the previous meeting, CEO report, and 
action items (resolutions). Following the 
meeting members can access packet infor-
mation through SmartHub, the online ser-
vice that allows members to manage their 
DMEA accounts. 
Introductions: In person, Operation 
Round-Up Board of Trustees member Bar-
bara Bynum was introduced; Bynum is 
also the City of Montrose Mayor Pro Tem. 
Member Mike Atwood (Paonia) attended 
via Zoom.  
Board Committee Reports: 
Finance-Audit-Rate Committee (FAR) – 
TBD, Chair. 
  In the absence of former chair Watson, 
committee member Damon Lockhart as-
sumed the interim position and said, “I 
have no report. There was no meeting of 
the finance committee.” 
Engineering – Construction – Energy Ser-
vices Committee – Stacia Cannon, Chair.  
  Cannon said, “We had a meeting Febru-
ary 13th, all [committee] members were 
present. It was a three-hour meeting that 
was in-depth and well attended by other 
board members and staff. We discussed 
transmission, the future of the energy 
market across the country, as well as lo-
cally, and where DMEA is positioned. It 
was the best committee meeting that I’ve 
ever attended!” 
Member Relations Committee – Bill 
Patterson, Chair.   
  Patterson said, “We met today. The An-
nual Meeting will be [held] someplace in 
the Cedaredge area on June 15 at 4 p.m. 
The theme is “Co-operative Country”. The 
board election is the same format as be-
fore. We’ll look at forums, meet & greets, 
for candidates to meet as many members 
as possible. The middle of May ballots will 
be mailed out.” 
Executive Committee – Kyle Martinez, 
Chair.   
  Martinez said, “Has not met. No report.” 
Non-Privileged CEO Report – CEO Jack 
Johnston.  
  Johnston said, “We’ve had a couple of 
member issues. One was unhappy be-

cause we don’t take Discover cards. We’re 
looking into that. The second was a letter 
of displeasure on us using the Grand Junc-
tion Post Office [remitting payments]. This 
is done through Alpine Bank. Alpine has 
outsourced and they use that vendor. We 
don’t believe any changes are necessary.”  
  Chief Financial Officer (CFO) Gayle 
Gouker said, “This was not a financial de-
cision.” 
  Patterson noted he had spoken to a 
member whose bank changed his account 
number and he was now having trouble 
changing his self-pay. Johnston said, “We 
want to know if it’s resolved. We’ll reach 
out to him. We are working on Policy and 
Review Plans. We’ll come back to the 
board, there is more to come on that.” 
  On the operations side, Johnston report-
ed on a vehicle out of service because of a 
deer strike, a Colorado State Patrol (CSP) 
Officer attending a DMEA meeting to edu-
cate employees on the CSP side of things, 
and flagger training for certifications/
recertifications.  
  Johnston said, “We’ve had some outag-
es, but no major event days. All things 
considered; our system holds up well. In 
Systems Design we are down on new me-
ters, but up on work orders. With EV 
Chargers there are 30 new net meters. 
We’re not far from a cumulative of 1,500.” 
  Johnston touched briefly on vegetation, 
grants, and the current remodel of the 
boardroom which will be state of the art. 
DMEA continues to monitor phishing 
scams and improve the answer call rates 
for Customer Service Representatives 
(CRS).  
  The vacancy for the District 4 seat will be 
appointed by the board. Currently there 
are five interested individuals; however, 
at this point in the process names are kept 
confidential.  
Financial Report with Variance Report – 
Gayle Gouker, CFO. 
  Two-months of financials were reported. 
Gouker said, “This is an overview of Janu-
ary. There are $1.1M in margins. Revenue 
over expectations is nine percent more 
than anticipated. Grant revenues in-
creased. Late fees were up over last year; 

$70,000 in fees. Total of $1.4 M in opera-
tion expenses for January. Depreciation is 
lower than we anticipated. Property Tax is 
overbudgeted. Capital Credits that we 
receive from other organizations comes in 
spurts throughout the year.” 
  Gouker prefaced the December report, 
“December is unaudited to get our year-
end numbers. Revenues were up $4.4 M 
year over year. Depreciation is lower in 
2022 than 2021. There was [in the past] a 
change in methodology, we reverted back 
to the other methodology. The invest-
ment in Elevate is doing well.” Gouker 
discussed and explained equity, invest-
ment in the plant, short term and long-
term investments, and late fees [a FAR 
committee topic in the future].   
Non-Privileged Legal Report – Jeff Hurd, 
Attorney. 
    Hurd touched briefly on a potential liti-
gation matter that would be discussed in 
executive session, the Garnet Mesa Pro-
ject, pole attachments, and board mem-
ber certification for board candidates. He 
said, “I’ll save the rest for executive ses-
sion.” 
Representative Reports  
Western United Electrical Supply (WUES) 
Report – Jock Fleming. 
  Fleming said, “We met in January and the 
annual meeting was last week. Once 
again, they continue to make more mon-
ey. Growth is their guiding principle. I sent 
you guys the minutes. There is an issue 
about increasing the efficiency of trans-
formers that will require a different type 
of steel. Transformer manufacturing will 
have to shut down and produce a differ-
ent product. It’s a different manufacturing 
process.” 
  Using an expletive, Patterson disagreed 
and then said, “It’s a different material 
[steel], not a different process. They just 
want to raise costs.” There were chuckles 
as fellow board members discussed 
whether Patterson wanted the written 
report to have his exact quote. 
Colorado Rural Electric Association 
(CREA) Report – Damon Lockhart. 
  Lockhart said, “I’m trying to listen for 
legislation that might have an impact on 

DMEA LOOKS AT POTENTIAL DIRECTOR RECALL POLICY 
From pg 1 

Continued next pg 



The Montrose Mirror   March 6, 2023 Page 14 

 

 

on our co-op [Inflation Reduction Act]. 
There’s a lot of money out there, a lot of 
programs, it’s a process. Most co-ops are 
working with someone [grant writers]. 
There are 300-some bills, a lot of green-
house bills. There is a labor bill that could 
have an impact on us. People staying 
home with kids when there is a weather 
event. That doesn’t work for linemen. 
They [CREA] are in good shape financially. 
A lot of discussion on the value of print. A 
lot of folks in the State do like that maga-
zine. I’m impressed with their leadership. 
We get a good value out of safety 
[component]” 
  Lockhart noted that members of CREA 
are not all on the same page. He said, “We 
don’t always agree. It takes a two-thirds 
majority to support or oppose a position 
[on proposed legislation]. We have diverse 
co-ops.” Lockhart gave the board a heads-
up, “In general, the next two years the 
legislature will be very focused on water 
and the Colorado River Basin and how it 
will affect us.” CREA has two lobbyists.  
Conference, Webinar, etc. Attendance 
Reports  
  Fleming reported on attending training 
on strategic planning. 
Informational Item: 
Discussion of Potential Director Recall 
Policy 
Background: Earlier in the year a co-op 
member contacted Directors Williams and 
Fleming with questions on how to recall a 
board member. The DMEA Bylaws (Article 
4.8; 1.a, 1.b, 1.c,1. d) address recalls; how-
ever, they are not clear on the mecha-
nisms for a recall.  
  The member’s name who requested clar-
ification on recalls was not disclosed dur-
ing the regular meeting. Attorney Hurd 
said, “I met with the member and talked 
with him about his questions. One of his 
questions was, “Could the whole board be 
recalled?”” 
  Hurd presented a draft policy to the 
board that can be adopted at a future 
meeting.  He said, “The policy fills in some 

of the details. It’s a brand-new policy, so 
there is no policy number.” 
  The board then discussed recall petitions 
(i.e., printed names, signatures, addresses 
for verification), number of days for peti-
tion circulation, percentage of members 
needed to recall, and in the scenario of 
recalling the whole board, simultaneous 
individual petitions. 
  Following suggestions and recommenda-
tions from the board, Hurd will come back 
to the board with a revised policy.  
Member Comments 
  Via Zoom, Paonia resident Mike Atwood 
said, “Single source [Guzman] suppliers for 
electricity are actively creating energy and 
changing loads as fast as they can. What if 
they were to go bankrupt? What position 
would we [DMEA] be in? Guzman [unlike 
Tri State] doesn’t report to co-op mem-
bers. Does DMEA have a plan if Guzman 
goes bankrupt?” 
  The staff and the attorney explained that 
the Guzman contract is proprietary, as 
with any wholesale power supply agree-
ment. The contract is not part of DMEA’s 
financial reports; however, there is mech-
anism to address risks.   
Action Item 
Operation Round-Up Audit 
  Based on an RFP (Request for Proposal), 
Blair and Associates were unanimously 
approved as this year’s auditing firm for 
Operation Round-Up. Operating funds for 
DMEA’s charitable trust total $70,000. 
Blair will be paid $3,500 - $4,000; plus 
$900 - $1,000 for the preparation of the 
information returns.  
  Trustee Bynum said, “This is a few thou-
sand dollars less than what was paid to 
the previous auditor. An audit every year 
is a good idea.”  
PCI (Payment Card Industry) Compliance 
Policy 
  Policy # 707, Credit Card (PCI) Infor-
mation Security Policy was adopted sub-
ject to naming the responsible party 
(CEO).  
Future Meetings 

The next monthly meeting is scheduled for 
3 p.m. on March 28.  
  Executive Session  
-Privileged CEO Report  
-Privileged Legal Reports: Corporate, Liti-
gation, and Regulatory Matters  
-Discuss Request for Confidential DMEA 
Information 
Action Items from Executive Session  
Executive Session Summary –Amy Taylor, 
Executive Assistant. 
  In an email Taylor summarized the exec-
utive session, “At 5:45 p.m., upon motion 
from Director Gray, seconded by Director 
Cannon, the board unanimously approved 
to enter executive session to: receive a 
privileged CEO report; to review a privi-
leged legal report highlighting key corpo-
rate, litigation, and regulatory matters 
including review of the legal bill; and dis-
cuss a request for confidential DMEA in-
formation.  
  Chair Martinez left executive session at 6 
p.m., turning governance of the meeting 
over to Vice-President Cannon. At 7:53 
p.m., upon motion from Director Fleming, 
seconded by Director Gray the board 
unanimously approved exiting executive 
session. There were no action items ad-
dressed from executive session. With no 
further meeting items, the meeting con-
cluded at 7:53 p.m.” 
Dist. 1 - Bill Patterson, 970-209-1449, 
bpatterson@montrose.net 
Dist. 2 - Kyle Martinez, 970-615-7124, 
kyle@touchofcarepcp.com 
Dist. 3 – Jacob Gray, 970-778-9512, ja-
cob.gray@dmea.com 
Dist. 4 – Currently vacant 
Dist. 5 – Kevin Williams, 406-839-1603, 
kevin.williams@dmea.com 
Dist. 6 - Damon Lockhart, 970-314-1071, 
damon.lockhart@dmea.com 
Dist. 7 – Enno Heuscher, 970-270-
6523,  enno.heuscher@dmea.com 
Dist. 8 - (North Region) Stacia Cannon, 920
-207-8831, stacia.cannon@dmea.com 
Dist. 9 - (South Region) Jock Fleming, 970-
275-1808, jock.fleming@dmea.com 

DMEA LOOKS AT POTENTIAL DIRECTOR RECALL POLICY 
From previous pg 

mailto:bpatterson@montrose.net
mailto:kyle@touchofcarepcp.com
mailto:jacob.gray@dmea.com
mailto:jacob.gray@dmea.com
mailto:kevin.williams@dmea.com
mailto:damon.lockhart@dmea.com
mailto:enno.heuscher@dmea.com
mailto:stacia.cannon@dmea.com
mailto:jock.fleming@dmea.com
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GMUG SEEKS COMMENTS ON IRONTON ABANDONED MINE LANDS PROJECT  
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: FEB. 28 – MARCH 31, 2023 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE —The Grand Mesa, Uncom-
pahgre and Gunnison (GMUG) National 
Forests’ Ouray Ranger District in partner-
ship with the Colorado Division of Recla-
mation, Mining and Safety is seeking pub-
lic comments for the Ironton Abandoned 
Mine Lands (AML) Physical Safety Closures 
Project. This project proposes to close 22 
inactive mine openings along U.S. Highway 
550–Red Mountain Pass, National Forest 
System Road (NFSR) #886–Corkscrew road 
and NFSR #887–Grey Copper road, ap-
proximately 7 miles south of Ouray, Colo-

rado. The project is currently planned for 
summer 2023.  Closure methods for this 
project may include backfill, metal grate, 
cable net, bulkhead, polyurethane foam 
and grated corrugated steel pipe installa-
tions. The closures will eliminate safety 
hazards to the public, while preserving 
natural and cultural resources. Bat-
friendly slot gates or exclusionary meth-
ods will be used at all sites considered to 
have potential for bat roosting habitat.  
 Comments may be: 
Emailed to: Lindsey.Binder@usda.gov. 
Mailed to: Ouray Ranger District, Attn: 

Lindsey Binder, 2505 S. Townsend Ave., 
Montrose, CO 81401. 
Delivered to the Ouray Ranger District 
during business hours, Monday - Friday 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Faxed to 970-240-5367. 
 Comments for the Ironton AML Physical 
Safety Closures Project will be accepted 
through March 31, 2023. For additional 
information contact Lindsey Binder at 
(970) 318-6516, or Lind-
sey.Binder@usda.gov. A full project de-
scription can be found at: https://
www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=63597. 

mailto:Lindsey.Binder@usda.gov
mailto:Lindsey.Binder@usda.gov
mailto:Lindsey.Binder@usda.gov
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=63597
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=63597
http://www.expresspros.com/grandjunctionco
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Editor: 
I admit that I went to college in the early 
sixties so perhaps my vision of what is 
written today is a bit jaded BUT at least my 
writing professor taught me to write so that 
the reader could understand what I am talk-
ing about, how important the subject is to 
me and how factual my information about 
the subject is. 
 First, when I am writing ‘for effect’ you can-
not see me swinging my arms, my fists 
pounding on the podium or the expression 
on my face.  The words and their context 
must do it all. 
 Secondly, my education has everything to 
do with the vocabulary I use, my sentence 
structure, my punctuation and the veracity 
of my sources.  For the truth of my sources I 
have always tried to have two or more 
sources substantiating the truth of my state-
ments and my positions.  Anything less than 
two verifications I consider rumor and identi-
fy the same in my text, as ‘rumor’ or 
‘opinion’. We all should recognize that any-
one who writes to the press or a politician 
expressing their concerns are NOT endowed 
with the same writing, thinking or word ap-
preciation talents as those of us with sub-
stantial educations.  But they have made an 
effort to be heard and may God bless them!  
I was taught that Congressional offices 
equate each letter they receive to represent 
the feelings of 500 constituents---that may 
be more now that far fewer Americans can 

write coherently but even one to five hun-
dred is significant. 
 Further, we should be reading these contri-
butions of our fellow citizens ‘freedom of 
speech’ with respect and make every effort 
to understand the ‘argument’ and not slan-
der the writer for exhibiting poor journalistic 
talent or membership in the opposite politi-
cal party. I have three examples of folks 
‘shooting the messenger’ rather than criticiz-
ing the message.  They are: 
 The Chinese Balloon shoot-down, question-
ing the where, when and how.  NO ONE 
knew while it was floating over our precious 
country what it carried.  Yet everyone had to 
unload their ignorance on where it should 
have met its demise.  Simply it should have 
been shot down over the arctic waters BE-
FORE it got near any land.  What if its pay-
load was nerve gas, dioxin, anthrax or the 
like, planned to be released over Canada or 
the United States?  I and thousands of more 
veterans are still paying the price of Lying 
Lyndon’s acceptance of industry’s guarantee 
that Agent Orange was harmless. 
 Many of us, medical people and sensible 
citizens decried the use of the ‘Political Covid
-19 Vaccine” without adequate testing.  Re-
cent history has proven and is proving that 
the vaccine has far worse side effects that 
Covid-19 itself.  Most of us ‘nay sayers’ were 
condemned for our legitimate concerns for 
this hastily manufactured product and many 
Americans will suffer the rest of their lives 

for having taken the shots.  It seems that 
perhaps our President was and is incapable 
of ‘reading the tea leaves’ regarding this 
‘Political Vaccine’ which was not ever medi-
cally proven viable or harmless.   
We all saw the terrible January 6 riots at our 
beloved capitol.  Pelosi let it happen.  Had 
she called on the Military District of Wash-
ington (a resident command at Ft. Myer) to 
protect the capital complex, there would 
have been a thousand Marines on the 
grounds within a couple of hours.  In fact, 
THERE WERE 200 with four blocks at Marine 
Barracks, Eighth and Eye. This force was 
twice the force of the Keystone Cops de-
ployed at the capital.  I know, I was there 
during riots precipitated by MLK’s assassina-
tion in the 1960’s!  NOBODY GOT NEAR 
THAT COMPLEX during that riot.  But no, Ms. 
Pelosi, responsible for the security of the 
capitol, called in 100 “Keystone Cops” in-
sufficient in number and training for the job.  
No one dare talk about that incompetence.  
Now there are fences around our capitol just 
like in Russia.  I suppose that I will be tarred 
and feathered by the way I have just written 
about that riot---not about the facts of the 
matter that I have written. 
And so, once again I would ask all these high-
ly ‘educated jerks’ in Montrose who refuse 
to read the message instead of the vocabu-
lary the writer uses, to rethink who the 
‘jerks’ really are.  If the shoe fits………….! 
Bill Bennett, Montrose 

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

LET US ALL STEP BACK, PAUSE AND MOVE FORWARD WITH THE CORRECT STEPS 
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 4TH ANNUAL FREEDOM SINGS USA CONCERT SET FOR JUNE 24 
By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE-Welcome Home Alliance for 
Veterans will host their 4th Annual Free-
dom Sings USA Concert in Montrose on 
June 24, 2023.  
  This benefit concert will help fund the 
continuation of Freedom Sings USA Colo-
rado, who will open for county music 
headliner HunterGirl.  
  Since stepping onto the American Idol 
stage in 2022, HunterGirl has wowed 
country music fans. Having a heart for 
Veterans organizations, she uses music 
therapy to transform Veteran’s stories 
into songs. Although she did not win 
American Idol, HunterGirl is someone to 
watch on the country scene and appears 
to be on the fast track to be Country Mu-
sic’s next big female artist. 
Concert - June 24, 2023 - Montrose Rotary 
Amphitheater at Cerise Park, Montrose, 
CO 
Tickets, which are required for admission, 
are on sale now.  
General Admission $30 
VIP                          $50 (Limited tickets) 
VIP/Meet & Greet   $75. (Limited tickets) 
Gates opens at 5 p.m.; music begins at 
5:30 p.m.  
Food trucks, as well as brewery and wine 

garden, will be available.  
Contact Welcome Home Alliance for Vet-
erans at 970-765-2210 for more infor-
mation. 
Additional event planned is the Veteran’s 
Songwriting Retreat – July 6-8, 2023 
  Welcome Home Alliance for Veterans 
also announced a Freedom Sings USA On 
The Road Retreat scheduled for July 6-8, 
2023. The retreat includes songwriting 

workshops, followed by friends-and-family
-only performances where vets share their 
experiences and songs. Space is limited. 
Veterans interested in participating in the 
retreat can call 970-765-2210. 
  The final day of the retreat, Friday, July 
8th, is open to the public. The event ends 
with a Concert Finale at the Montrose 
Rotary Amphitheater at Cerise Park, Mont-
rose, CO. 
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Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE—Montrose County will host an 
open house on March 16 about proposed 
changes to the county’s junk ordinance. The 
open house is at 6pm at the Montrose County 
Public Works Conference Room (63160 LaSalle 
Road). Please note that the proposed junk 
ordinance DOES NOT apply to properties 
zoned as General Agricultural, Commercial, 
Business or Industrial. The ordinance is limited 
to properties zoned as General Residential, 
Manufactured Home Park Residential and Mul-
tiple Family Residential. Montrose County 
adopted the current junk ordinance in 2015 
and is working on updating the ordinance to 
better define processes, definitions and ap-
plicability. The county is seeking public feed-
back on the proposed changes. The ordinance 
has not been scheduled for consideration by 
the Board of County Commissioners at this 
time. The open house will include a presenta-
tion on the proposed changes and an oppor-

tunity to speak with staff and commissioners. 
 To view an interactive map of zoning in the 
county, please visit: https://
mcmap.montrosecounty.net/zoning/  
 The current junk ordinance is available here: 
https://www.montrosecounty.net/
DocumentCenter/View/11416/2015-02-JUNK-
ORDINANCE?bidId= 
 The proposed junk ordinance is available 
here:  https://www.montrosecounty.net/
DocumentCenter/View/18802/Draft-of-
Proposed-Junk-Ordinance 
 The following is a list of the major changes 
that are included in the proposed junk ordi-
nance: 
§ 3 : The proposed revised Ordinance adds 
properties in the Mobile Home Park zoning 
district, and all properties zoned General Resi-
dential, not just those one acre or less. 
§ 4.1:   A definition of “Complaint” has been 
added to clarify what information needs to be 
included for the County to be able to move 

forward with a violation. 
§ 4.2:   A definition of “fence” has been added 
to help clarify what is considered acceptable 
screening. 
§§ 4.4; 4.7: The definitions of “junk” and 
“rubbish” have been revised to more clearly 
distinguish between them. 
§ 6: Language has been added to clarify where 
complaints are to be directed and that the 
county is not obligated to investigate com-
plaints that do not meet the definition. 
§ 7.3: Notice requirements for enforcement are 
revised to limit a violator’s ability to evade 
enforcement while still ensuring due process 
requirements are met. 
§ 12: The penalty for violations of the ordi-
nance has been updated from a Class a 2 Petty 
Offense to a Civil infraction in accordance with 
Senate Bill 21-271. 
§§ 17-18: Language was added to provide for 
the effective date of any new ordinance and 
revocation of the current ordinance. 

PUBLIC INVITED TO OPEN HOUSE ON PROPOSED JUNK ORDINANCE CHANGES 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

https://mcmap.montrosecounty.net/zoning/
https://mcmap.montrosecounty.net/zoning/
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https://www.montrosecounty.net/DocumentCenter/View/18802/Draft-of-Proposed-Junk-Ordinance
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Dear Editor:  
The public needs to know that Zane Luttrell 
is wrong about SU22-013 traffic hazards. At 
the Feb. 22 BoCC hearing, a comment he 
made mischaracterized important and criti-
cally relevant observations about project 
traffic hazards made by Mr. Dennis Murphy, 
Planning Commissioner when he spoke at 
the Jan. 26 Planning Commission hearing.  
 On Jan. 26, Commissioner Murphy provided 
evidence regarding a personal experience 
while bicycling on 5875 Rd. He and his fellow 
bicyclists stopped to help a rancher catch an 
errant cow at a blind curve. He asked rhetor-
ically, ‘What would have happened if a grav-
el truck had rounded that blind curve while 
they were trying to round up the cow?’  
 The public at the meeting understood the 
serious hazard implication posed by an 
80,000# gravel truck that requires much 
greater stopping distance than cars or 

pickups and that could not have safely 
stopped in such a situation.  
 Multiple human casualties might have oc-
curred.  
Ignoring Commissioner Murphy’s important 
traffic hazard message, Mr. Luttrell com-
mented on Feb. 22 that his driver would 
have simply stopped his truck to help round 
up the cow as a good neighbor.  
 First, he disregarded the serious hazard of 
this blind corner.  
 There is another dangerous blind corner on 
Jig Rd near its intersection with 5850 Rd. 
Project trucks will round these blind corners 
as frequently as every 6 to 8 minutes, 12 
hours a day, 6 days a week for the next 60 
years, posing a serious traffic hazard each 
time.   
 Second, NONE of our roads to be used by 
SU22-013 have shoulders or space for a 
truck of this size to safely avoid emergencies 

or pull over for the driver to ‘help out’. That 
could not happen safely.  
 Mr. Luttrell’s comment was just plain wrong 
and misleading.  
 Overwhelming numbers of public com-
ments have notified the Commissioners of 
the many undue traffic hazards created by 
the large, heavy, SU22-013 trucks driving 
our roads hourly that would endanger public 
safety for decades.  
 County Regulations require that “…the pro-
posed use does not result in undue traffic 
congestion or traffic hazards.” This require-
ment cannot be met. The laws of physics 
cannot be changed.  These traffic hazards 
cannot be mitigated.  The County Commis-
sioners’ duty is to protect the health and 
safety of the County’s residents and deny 
SU22-013. Attendance matters - Commis-
sioners need to see you on March 6 @ 6pm.  
Douglas Koza, Montrose 

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

PROTECT HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE COUNTY’S RESIDENTS AND DENY SU22-013 
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Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE—The Montrose County Sheriff’s 
Office is proud to announce that Scott Hawkins 
received the West Region Emergency Manager 
of the Year for 2022. Hawkins received this 
award at the recent Colorado Emergency Man-
agement Association annual banquet. 
 “What an honor, our Emergency Manager 
Scott Hawkins is constantly working to improve 
the safety and welfare for all residents in Mont-
rose County,” said Sheriff Gene Lillard. “His 
contacts have helped the county in several 
situations. He helped obtain a fixed wing air-

craft and helicopter from the Front Range in 
just a day’s notice for search and rescue ef-
forts. Scott also applied and received his certifi-
cation to be a part of the Montrose County 
Sheriff’s Office High Altitude Dive Team. As 
Sheriff of Montrose County, I am very proud of 
Scott Hawkins and his accomplishments.” 
 There are nine Regional-All Hazard Compre-
hensive Emergency Manager awards given 
each year (one to each region) by the Colorado 
Emergency Management Association. The 
award is based on the following criteria: career 
achievement, overall contribution, local/

regional coor-
dination, spe-
cialized pro-
jects, or prov-
en leadership 
in the field of 
comprehen-
sive emergen-
cy manage-
ment. 
 Hawkins was 
a tremendous 
asset during 
the 2022 
Simm’s Mesa 
Fire, where he 
took the lead 
for both Mont-
rose County’s 
and Ouray 
County’s emergency management response. 
Ouray County’s emergency manager was out of 
the country at the time and Hawkins filled-in 
and worked to help evacuate residents, coordi-
nate response efforts, and liaise with federal 
partners. 
 He also led the switch to a new emergency 
notification system from CodeRed to Genasys 
for the entire region. This six-month process 
involved interviewing several different vendors, 
coordinating with stakeholders in the region, 
and managing the data transfer to the new 
program. The new emergency notification sys-
tem will provide more timely and comprehen-
sive notifications to community members in 
emergencies.   
 Hawkins was also successful in obtaining sev-
eral grants in 2022. These grants helped pur-
chase the following items: eight new license 
plate readers for the sheriff’s office, a fire truck 
for Nucla/Naturita Fire, side-by-side for the 
Nucla/Naturita Fire, a drone to be used 
throughout the Seventh Judicial District, and a 
FEMA grant to update the expiring Montrose 
County Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 Another major accomplishment in 2022 is the 
update to the Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan. The current plan is over a decade old. The 
majority of the update is complete and the 
plan will be finalized in 2023. This plan is criti-
cal as it identifies and prioritizes areas for haz-
ardous fuel reduction treatments, wildfire re-
sponse, community preparedness, and more.  
 For more information about Montrose County 
Emergency Management, please visit mont-
rosecountysheriffsoffice.com  

 

HAWKINS HONORED AS WEST REGION EMERGENCY MANAGER OF THE YEAR   

Scott Hawkins. Courtesy photo 

COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 
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Editor: 
I suggest that those who read Kelly Ray’s 
response to my editorial “Not Worth the 
Read – Skip Over it!” read all of what was 
written rather than picking and choosing 
what to quote to make my words appear 
completely different than what was 
written and reconsider Ray’s belief that 
she knows how I think. 
 Quoting Out of Context:  When writers 
use quotes with a meaning other than 
originally intended, this misrepresents the 
author/speaker being quoted.  
Ray noted that I said, “Other people’s 
views ‘are not worth the read-skip over it.’ 
And she (Schmidt) asked to ‘Limit’ speech 
from dissenting voices.” 
 In fact, I noted that “I support freedom of 
speech” noting all have the right to have 
editorials published -- left, right, and cen-
ter – but “I” have the right to skip over 
those editorials that I feel lack credible 
support for their position.   
 I also emphasized that rather than not 
reading The Montrose Mirror because it 
prints viewpoints that may not align with 
your own, you also have the right to “skip 
over it” if you believe an editorial is divi-

sive and does not contain credible, sup-
ported facts.  Again, my position was that 
all have the right to voice their opinion, 
and refusing to read a publication just 
because it prints opposing viewpoints is 
not the right response. 
I also would like to point out several other 
things that Ray noted seem counter to 
presenting opposing views. 
1. Diverting Attention:  Ray notes “Plus, 
they conveniently are forgetting the vitriol 
and divisive language coming from 
Democrat’s when Trump was president. 
Of course, they probably think that was 
justifiable because he is a Republican.” 
 Again, totally unsupported by fact, “I BE-
LIEVE” Ray’s comments were meant to 
divert attention and had nothing to do 
with my political position as she knows 
nothing about that topic.   
 
2. Represent What You Think Not What 
You Think I Believe:  Ray notes that “After 
reading her letter (Ritchey) plus Sue 
Schmidt’s letter on February 20th, one 
thing that was made obvious by both is 
the vivid fact that they think that their 
political view is the ONLY legitimate one 

and they do not care to open their minds 
to others’ viewpoints or observations.”  
 No one can step into another’s mind and 
figure out what they believe!  State what 
you believe but don’t assume you know 
what I am thinking.  Nothing in what I 
wrote suggested I am not willing to look at 
opposing viewpoints.  My whole point was 
that when those with opposing viewpoints 
tried to engage in meaningful debates, 
they were often met with unsupported 
rhetoric and misinformation.   
 True to my position, I find that quoting 
my information out of context, trying to 
divert the audience’s attention from the 
topic at hand, and making assumptions 
about my willingness to look at all sides is 
not productive.  Instead, it would be help-
ful to hear Ray’s position regarding the 
points I made – all should have the right 
to express their opinion and, if you have a 
problem with the rhetoric in an editorial, 
skip over it rather than choosing to no 
longer read The Montrose Mirror.  We 
need to support publications that print all 
editorials whether or not we support the 
viewpoints published.   
Sue Schmidt, Montrose 

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

PLEASE DO NOT MISQUOTE OR TAKE MY WORDS OUT OF CONTEXT 
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Dear Editor, 
  First of all, I would like to thank the 
Montrose County Library Board and li-
brary staff for their service to our commu-
nity, being inclusive to everyone and for 
being on the frontline in the war on igno-
rance. As a public school teacher for 23 
years, I’ve always regarded libraries as an 
ally in furthering the lifelong education 
process. 
  It’s amazing to me to me that in 21st 
century America, we are still debating 
censorship. This idea of removing or 
blocking information, speech or expres-
sion, has been around since Greco-Roman 
times. In subsequent centuries, censorship 
was the stock-in-trade of despots, dicta-
tors and any other form of repressive gov-
ernment that seeks to shut down and si-
lence any media sources that don’t follow 
the party line. Sadly, censorship is alive 
and well. 
  We got a first glimmer of “wokeness” in 
the Age of Enlightenment whereby sci-
ence and reason and the value of individu-
als in a society began to trump supersti-
tion and rule by one or a few people. It 
was during this time our own country was 

born as an experiment in government by 
and for the people. In 1787 the Founding 
Fathers added the First Amendment to the 
Constitution, guaranteeing freedom of the 
press. That’s what America is, the shining 
beacon of democracy and freedom for the 
world. Our form of government so inspi-
red the French that they had their artists 
create the Statue of Liberty as a gift of 
friendship and to celebrate our success as 
a viable form of government. Looking back 
at that gesture, I wish the French would 
have added another statue alongside Lady 
Liberty to help hoist that torch, Lady 
Responsibility. I say this because you can’t 
have freedom without responsibility in a 
democracy. 
  So, what is the responsibility of a library 
to a community? It’s to gather and house 
the collective stories and ideas of humani-
ty in an unbiased way. We need all of the 
collection to be inspired by and to cele-
brate the triumphs of the human spirit. 
From stories in the library collection, we 
need to learn which ideas were mistakes 
so we can stop repeating them! There will 
always be people who are uncomfortable 
with some of the collection. That is not 

the fault or responsibility of the library. 
  I maintain that parents in our community 
need to step up and do their due diligence 
and take responsibility for what their chil-
dren read, view, and do. Parents need to 
do more than drop their kids off at the 
library. They should be having the hard 
conversations, setting their expectations 
and then have the spine to enforce those 
expectations! Stop making the library the 
heavies, parents! It’s your job to guide 
your children. 
  In conclusion, libraries are part of the 
stewardship of freedom of the press. I 
implore the Montrose County Library 
Board to hold firm and not be bullied into 
censoring materials or programming. Let 
me paraphrase a line that still has mean-
ing in our times: If they come for one re-
source, they’ll come for more. Next time it 
will be science books, history books, reli-
gious books…all under the guise of 
“uncomfortableness”. 
  Thanks again to the Montrose County 
Library board and library staff for the ser-
vice they render to our community and 
keep up the good work! 
Connie R. Guillory, Montrose 

IT’S AMAZING THAT IN 21ST CENTURY AMERICA, WE ARE STILL DEBATING CENSORSHIP  

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

DONATE SHOES TO SOLES4SOULS PROJECT  

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-Month of March: SOLES4SOULS PROJECT collecting new, single, and gently worn shoes at Lions Park Community Build-
ing, 602 N. Nevada, Sundays only from 9 am to Noon; 525 N. 5th Street, Weekdays; and Geek Coffee, 2305 S. Townsend Avenue, 
next to DMV, Weekdays, 7 am to 3 pm. Sponsored by the Spiritual Awareness Center, 970-252-0908. 
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Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE— Montrose Regional Airport took 
over the lead as the most-traveled airport on the 
western slope in 2022. The airport saw over 
460,000 passengers last year, which was an in-
crease of 20 percent from 2021.   
 “The airport continues to set itself up for success 
by actively updating facilities to better accommo-
date passengers, provide key airfield improve-
ments for airlines, and increase safety by working 
towards a signalized intersection,” said Montrose 
County Commissioner Roger Rash. 
 In 2022, the airport saw 233,745 enplanements 
and 229,395 deplanements serving a total of 
463,140 passengers. The airport has continued to 
show growth for the past decade. In 2020, Mont-
rose Regional Airport welcomed Southwest Air-
lines service that has helped provide greater ac-
cess to hubs such as Denver, Austin, and Dallas. 
Delta Airlines service returned this winter with 
daily flights to and from Atlanta. Montrose Re-
gional Airport is the only airport on the western 
slope that offers service through Southwest Air-
lines and Delta Airlines. Service on United Airlines 
and American Airlines is also available. 
 “The 2022 increase is the direct result of our ef-
forts to continue to provide quality air service 
through a variety of carriers,” said Montrose Re-
gional Airport Director of Aviation Lloyd Arnold. 
“The new expansion will offer four additional tick-
et counters and we look forward to working with 
Colorado Flights Alliance to provide enhanced 
airline routes.” 
 Montrose Regional Airport is entering the final 
phases of a $37 million terminal expansion and 
remodel project. The estimated completion is 
early fall. The project will double the size of the 
terminal and provide a new concourse level with 
jet bridges for enhanced passenger access. The 
new addition also includes larger and improved 
baggage handling areas. Improvements include a 
bar venue, two restaurants, and additional elec-
tronic charging stations.  
 For more information about Montrose Regional 
Airport, please visit flymontrose.com.   

MONTROSE REGIONAL AIRPORT 
OFFICIALLY THE BUSIEST  

AIRPORT ON WESTERN SLOPE  

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.flymontrose.com&c=E,1,v7a5K6snGZw1bELMdYYXZSU1nuofR5gpWIUkZ1oftFi2QqMQUKzwkIm-jEy4uuaFHY1NLT4lbWlzuZHYsmjdTWqMl0_5CdCft6gVKUZrMIM762c,&typo=1


The Montrose Mirror  |  March 6, 2023 Page 33 

 

COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

COLORADO AUTO THEFT PREVENTION AUTHORITY (CATPA) LAUNCHES A NEW PROGRAM 

Special to the Mirror 
COLORADO - The Colorado Auto Theft 
Prevention Authority, in cooperation with 
the Colorado State Legislature, has au-
thorized a financial aid program to assist 
persons who had catalytic converters sto-
len in Colorado from their vehicles for a 
limited time, called the Catalytic Converter 
Assistance Program. Under this legislation, 
eligible individuals may receive financial 
assistance toward the replacement of 
their stolen catalytic converter. 
Funds for this first-time program are lim-
ited and applicants are encouraged to 
apply early. The application period is now 
open and will close on March 31, 2023. To 
be eligible for assistance, an applicant 
must meet all of the following criteria: 

-Be the current registered owner of a vehi-
cle titled and registered through the Colo-
rado Department of Revenue that had its 
catalytic converter stolen in Colorado. The 
date of replacement of the catalytic con-
verter is February 7, 2023, or later. Or, the 
catalytic converter has not been replaced 
yet. 
-Have filed and obtained an official police 
report from a Colorado law enforcement 
agency, regarding the stolen catalytic con-
verter taken from the vehicle. 
-Not in any way have been involved in 
illegal activity associated with the theft of 
the vehicle's catalytic converter. 
-Have had insurance covering the vehicle, 
as required under Colorado law, at the 
time of the vehicle’s catalytic converter 

theft. 
-Have, or be willing to have, all repairs 
funded under this program completed by 
using OEM replacement catalytic convert-
ers or other converters approved for use 
by Colorado Statute and can provide docu-
mentation of the installation. 
-Have installed or agree to install a CatEtch 
label to the catalytic converter of the vehi-
cle immediately after the completion of 
such repairs or replacement to the vehicle 
to prevent further theft. 
Assistance will be provided to only those 
vehicle owners that can have all repairs 
completed by June 1, 2023. 
Please go to lockdownyourcar.org/catalytic
-converter-assistance for further infor-
mation and to complete the application. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDEuNzI1MDM2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3VybGRlZmVuc2UucHJvb2Zwb2ludC5jb20vdjIvdXJsP3U9aHR0cHMtM0FfX2xvY2tkb3dueW91cmNhci5vcmdfY2F0YWx5dGlj
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDEuNzI1MDM2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3VybGRlZmVuc2UucHJvb2Zwb2ludC5jb20vdjIvdXJsP3U9aHR0cHMtM0FfX2xvY2tkb3dueW91cmNhci5vcmdfY2F0YWx5dGlj
mailto:michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Delta County Sheriff’s Office 
DELTA-On December 21, 2022, Deputies with the Delta 
County Sheriff’s Office responded to South River Road near 
Cool Rock trail east of Delta in the Gunnison Gorge Nation-
al Conservation Area for a report of a duck hunter who was 
overdue and was reported missing by his family. Deputies 
and the Delta County Search and Rescue Team conducted 
an extensive search of the area for the missing hunter, 
Wayne Phillips, by air, ground and in the water. However, 
due to inclement winter weather and river ice, search ef-
forts were suspended on December 30, 2022, and Mr. Phil-
lips was not located by search teams. 
 On Saturday, February 25, 2023, the Delta County Sheriff’s 
Office 911 Communication Center received a call from an 
individual fishing on the Gunnison River near the area 
Search and Rescue Teams were looking for Mr. Phillips. The 
fisherman told dispatchers he had found what he believed 
to be a body in the river. Deputies responded to the area 
to investigate and confirmed a body was in the Gunnison 
River. The Delta County Search and Rescue Team and Delta 
County Coroner’s Office were notified and responded to 
assist with the recovery. 
 Upon recovery of the body and completion of an autopsy, 
Investigators with the Sheriff’s Office and the Delta County 
Coroner’s Office have identified the deceased as Mr. 
Wayne Phillips. The Sheriff’s Office and Delta County 
Search and Rescue Team wish to extend our deepest con-
dolences to the Phillips family during this difficult time and 
are thankful we were able to help bring closure to the fam-
ily following this tragic accident. 
 Mr. Phillips was located approximately 150-yards west of 
the main area searched in December 2022. The search for 
Mr. Phillips was one of the most lengthy, complex searches 
in the history of Delta County Search and Rescue Team and 
included over 500-man hours, as well as the utilization of 
numerous resources from across Delta County and beyond 
and included underwater and aerial drones, sonar, search 
dogs, multiple search and rescue teams, fixed wing aircraft 
and use of the San Miguel County Sheriff’s Office helicop-
ter. Sheriff Mark Taylor and Search and Rescue Commander 
Randy Toltz would like to thank all our partners for their 
time and efforts in the search to locate Mr. Phillips. 
 The Delta County Search and Rescue Team is staffed en-
tirely by volunteers and is funded largely by donations. If 
you are interested in volunteering or would like to donate 
to the Team, you may contact Commander Randy Toltz by 
emailing sar@deltacountyco.gov. Donations may also be 
made payable to the attention of Delta County Search & 
Rescue and dropped off at the Sheriff’s Office at 555 Palm-
er Street – Delta, CO 81416. 

UPDATE ON MISSING DUCK HUNTER IN THE GUNNISON GORGE NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA 

mailto:sar@deltacountyco.gov
http://www.montrosehealth.com/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 
 

 2023 WOMEN’S CONFERENCE “TAKE THE LEAP” 
Special to the Mirror 
FRUITA-Women in Business by The Fruita Area 
Chamber of Commerce is proud to host the 3rd 
Annual Women’s Conference presented by 
Timberline Bank on March 9 at CMU’s Ball-
room in the University Center from 8 am – 5:30 
pm. This year’s conference will feature mean-
ingful breakout sessions, a stacked panel, and a 
motivational keynote speaker to go along with 
our theme, “Take the Leap.”  
 The Highlight of the day will be keynote speak-
er, Anna Nichols. Anna Nichols is the founder 
of Discovery Leadership LLC, a personal and 
professional development company with the 
mission of helping people become empowered 
leaders who act confidently and speak coura-
geously while making a positive impact in their 

lives, businesses, community, and the world. 
She is a Certified Coach specializing in Subcon-
scious Transformation and has a master's de-
gree in business administration from Colorado 
Mesa University. Today she applies her experi-
ence and expertise as an entrepreneur, coach, 
and speaker while also serving on several com-
munity boards. Most importantly, Anna is a 
woman who had a big dream, took a leap of 
faith to make it a reality, and is committed to 
helping others have the confidence to do the 
same.  
The conference will feature a panel of promi-
nent leaders from CMU and the steps they 
took to find success. This year will feature 
three breakout sessions, each highlighting a 
different aspect of our theme: Personal Em-

powerment, Professional Empowerment, and 
Taking the Leap. This event wouldn’t be possi-
ble without the continued support of our com-
munity partner and title sponsor of the Wom-
en’s Conference, Timberline Bank.  Thank you, 
Timberline! We would also like to thank our 
supporting sponsor Colorado Mesa University 
Career Services, for giving us the opportunity 
to host the conference in the beautiful CMU 
Ballroom. In support of CMU’s Career Services, 
we are also proud to be hosting a clothing 
drive for the CMU Student Business Closet at 
this year’s conference.  
 To secure your tickets visit 
events.fruitachamber.org for any questions, 
please email events@fruitachamber.org or give 
us a call at (970) 858-3894. 
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Editor: 
Whenever a Democrat politician starts 
talking about bipartisanship and starts 
acting like a good ol' boy moderate, you 
can guarantee that person has started his 
political campaign. To read Adam Frisch's 
comments in the recent Montrose Daily 
Press front page articles, you would think 
he just arrived on the scene and would 
have no part in Democrats' attempts to 
destroy Colorado's oil and gas industry, as 
they have done for years. You would have 
no idea he is a rich politician from Aspen, 
who will avoid at all costs actually telling 
us where he stands on Biden's destructive 
far-left policies. If he was a true moderate 
he would tell us exactly where he stands 
on Biden's border invasion, the intentional 
destruction of our economy, defunding 
police and rampant crime, gun confisca-
tion, Biden family corruption, the weapon-
ization of the FBI, intentionally sowing 
racial division, Biden's incompetent for-
eign policy blunders, etc. Conservatives 
know Lauren Boebert is a real conserva-
tive who will unapologetically fight the 
Democrats' agenda, and that Frisch will 
only abet that destruction. This is the 
same Frisch that Don Coram thinks is a 
“decent fellow,” even though Frisch 
doesn't deny the report that he thought 
an Aspen storage unit was a good place to 
sleep with his married mistress. 
 In addition to playing like a moderate 
until they are elected, Democrats like to 
eliminate all debate under the guise of 
“overcoming political extremism.” Ben 
Alexander had an excellent column (MDP 
2/11) about groups like “restore the bal-

ance.org” supposedly trying to minimize 
“political extremism” when it is clear they 
only consider extremism to be 
“Republican extremism.” Alexander com-
pares Democrats' positions versus con-
servative positions on open borders, abor-
tion, law enforcement, and education, and 
makes it clear which are extreme --- and 
why the left avoids talking about their true 
positions on issues important to the Amer-
ican people. 
 Common ground does not exist in Biden's 
America. Following Biden's call for unity in 
his inaugural address came two plus years 
of relentless attacks on half the country --- 
labeling them “semi-fascist', calling those 
who object to stolen elections 
“insurrectionists”, parents objecting at 
school board meetings “terrorists”, etc. 
Just this week it was revealed that Biden's 
FBI is investigating the threat of “white 
supremacy” among traditional Catholics 
with no explanation of how these tradi-
tional Christians somehow pose a 
“threat”. Meanwhile, there have been 
little or no investigation into nearly 100 
attacks on pro-life pregnancy resource 
centers and churches at the hands of 
known pro-abortion domestic terrorists. 
This is the same administration that thinks 
a man who thinks he is a woman should 
be able to shower with your daughter --- 
and then replace her on her sports team. 
 We are beyond the point where going 
along with the opposition is legitimate 
bipartisanship. Democrats would call the 
boy who said, “The emperor has no 
clothes at all.” divisive. One wonders if 
they would have called Dietrich Bon-

hoeffer divisive for speaking out against 
Hitler and the Third Reich? We are at the 
point where assisting this administration 
can legitimately be labeled collusion. 
Closer to home, Democrat state legislators 
are busy implementing the same destruc-
tive agenda in Colorado. Democrats are 
backing HB23-1202 which would legalize 
the use of illegal drugs like heroin and 
fentanyl in state sanctioned drug dens. A 
rent control measure just passed a state 
House committee dominated by Demo-
crats that would cripple the housing mar-
ket, and actually decrease the number of 
rental units on the housing market. Demo-
crat bill 1134 passed the House this past 
week mandating home warranty con-
tracts, which the homeowner must pay 
for, offering to replace gas stoves 
(powered by natural gas) to electric stoves 
(powered mostly by coal and natural gas) -
-- with no evidence supporting their con-
tention that gas stoves are in any way haz-
ardous to anyone's health. House bill 1165 
was passed out of committee also, which 
would allow the banning of firing guns on 
private property --- a gross violation of 
both the Second Amendment and private 
property rights. It seems Colorado Demo-
crat legislators are intent on implementing 
policies from the failed states of California 
and New York in our once-free state. At 
least we have representative Marc Catlin, 
R-Montrose, doing battle for us, rather 
than another Democrat talking about bi-
partisanship while working hard to imple-
ment whatever the real extremists in con-
trol of the Democrat party dictate. 
Ed Henrie, Montrose 

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

COMMON GROUND DOES NOT EXIST IN BIDEN'S AMERICA  
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

Editor: 
The 22 February 2023 BOCC meeting regard-
ing SU22-013 was, in my view, disturbing.   
During the initial portion of the gathering, 
the applicant and his ‘team of ex-
perts’ (team) presented various information 
and theoretical concepts, including statistical 
analyses.  The last member of this team to 
speak was the attorney who stated the 
BOCC could not deny the SUP application 
based on non-expert information, that the 
BOCC had to allow the applicant to resolve 
any potential issues, and going so far as to 
say the permit can’t be denied, it must be 
resolved through mitigation.   
 The team had accolades for all members of 
the project, and said there would be plenty 
of eyes on the operation and regulatory 
oversight to assure everything was done 
properly.  The attorney said the code re-
quires the BOCC to assume all conditions will 
be met.     
 As the meeting continued on, the over-
whelming public opposition comments made 
it clear many of the team’s assertions were 
erroneous.  For the sake of the applicant’s 
attorney, I am a professional hydrogeologist 
with 40 years’ experience working through-
out western Colorado and other portions of 
the western U.S.   In my opinion, for the 
team’s attorney to basically say that public 
input is of much less value versus the team’s 
paid consultant’s statements is not only dis-
criminatory, it is laughable.    
 For any project, I always try to obtain as 
much local information, from the client, 
contractors and others.  My analyses may be 
more scientific, but the ‘on the ground’ ex-
perience from people who have worked and 
lived in the area is crucial information.  As-
serting one is more qualified, or intelligent, 
because of degrees and career path is BS.  
What matters is awareness and ability to 
understand, and many people who have 
worked and lived on the land for much of 
their lives have better understanding than 
many scientists I have encountered during 
my career.  Too often, science is ‘used’ to 
obtain an end result, instead of actually tak-
ing a scientific approach and seriously trying 
to understand reality.  Money, façade pres-
tige and hallucinatory power tend to create 
poor scientists/consultants/attorneys.     
 The public needs to assume that none of 
the conditions will be met.  In regard to eyes 
on the operation and regulatory oversight 
for the proposed pit, that is meaningless.  

There is no real liability for the governmen-
tal agencies involved.  There are many good 
scientists in the government, but rarely in 
the positions where policy and oversight 
decisions occur.   Also, assume more tax 
money spent on oversight by the County, 
which may not even be performed once any 
permit is issued. 
 There was an emphasis on how the appli-
cant was going to continue agricultural oper-
ations, during and after the life of the gravel 
pit.  Then I assume there is a contractual 
agreement there will never be development 
on the site after the life cycle of the pit.  
There are approximately 60 feet of material 
to mine above the Mancos Shale (Km), and 
the team said there is no water in the mining 
deposit.  If they are irrigating while the pit is 
operational, there will be water entering the 
subsurface.  Controlling site impacts from off
-site irrigation application will be difficult 
while mining.  It seemed unprofessional to 
me there was no discussion during the team 
presentation of long-term seasonal ground-
water level data for the property; without 
that data they do not know much about the 
site.  That data is easy to obtain, but does 
cost money and it takes time to collect sea-
sonal data.  And the data would likely show 
fluctuating groundwater levels, especially 
during the irrigation season.   
 The team comment regarding exiting Jay Jay 
Road onto Highway 50 only taking about 20 
seconds showed their intense ignorance of 
that intersection.  As with the team com-
ment that repairing the haul roads could be 
done with their material, so it is a ‘win win’.  
Are they saying they are going to pay for the 
road repairs?  Otherwise, it is just another 
tax subsidy for the developer.  Unfortunate-
ly, there was no discussion of wildlife im-
pacts that will occur on the haul roads; there 
will be more animals killed (and other forms 
of life).  They also mentioned the opposition 
to the pit south of town years ago, and said 
there has not been any problems.  They did-
n’t mention that pit is right next to the high-
way, and not even remotely similar to SU22-
013 which is 5+ miles away from the high-
way using narrow county roads in an area 
not zoned for industrial.   
 The team’s property impacts analysis is not 
even worth discussing, other than to say 
their hypothetical square footage valuations 
for houses doesn’t even address the concern 
with property.  It’s not just houses, it’s the 
land, the stock and wildlife, the ranch opera-

tions, the quality of life, etc.   There will be 
devaluation of property and quality of life, 
and the developer needs to pay for these 
losses. 
 Now the BOCC will consider the public com-
ments to date.  The BOCC will not take any 
additional public comment.  This process, as 
with the process at the BOCC meeting of 
allowing the team all the time they want to 
spout the benefits of their project while 
limiting each member of the public to 3 
minutes maximum to respond, seems very 
pro-applicant.  Why can’t the public ask their 
questions directly to the team?  It would be 
advantageous to observe the body language 
associated with their responses.  Even more 
of a concern is the applicant will ultimately 
get the final input.  If what their attorney 
said is true, the SUP must be resolved 
through mitigation.  The parameters of SU22
-013 have been changing during the entire 
process, including since the Planning Com-
missioners meeting, to include additional 
proposed haul routes, etc.  The public should 
be able to comment on the FINAL project 
parameters, as well as any final proposed 
mitigation measures.  This is not a permit for 
a project in an area zoned for the proposed 
use; this is a special use permit application 
for a project in an area not zoned for the 
proposed use.  
If the team had moral scruples, they would 
have tried to permit this project through a re
-zoning.  But attempting to snake through 
with a SUP application is simpler, made even 
easier by a lack of sufficient scientific data 
presented as theories by the team.   
 Hopefully, the BOCC shows some moral 

fiber and denies SU22-013.  This certainly 

appears to be a case of ignoring the Master 

Plan to make concessions for one developer 

to change the character of the entire area.  

As demonstrated during both the Planning 

Commission and BOCC meetings, the vast 

majority of folks who live in the affected 

area(s) do not want a gravel pit.   

 This type of ‘out of character’ development 

is leading Montrose further into a hodge-

podge L.A. type of development layout, with 

the concept of ‘forcing’ more industrial (and 

soon to follow commercial) into areas zoned 

as rural agricultural and residential.  And it is 

increasingly dividing the community.  We’ll 

see who the BOCC really represents on 6 

March 2023.   

Wayne Goin, Montrose 

PUBLIC SHOULD BE ABLE TO COMMENT ON FINAL PROJECT PARAMETERS OF SU22-013  
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DANETTE MARIE HYATT 
November 30, 1938-March 1, 2023 

March 1, 2023, we lost our Beloved Wife 
and Mother. Danette Marie Hyatt Affec-
tionately known as “Daney” passed away 
peacefully in her sleep at home. Daney 
was born Danette Marie Callaway on No-
vember 30, 1938, in Montrose Colorado. 
She attended all 12 years of schooling in 
Montrose. While in attendance at the High 
School she excelled in speech and drama 
both of which brought her statewide 
recognition. She was also an Honor Role 
Student with numerous accolades offered 
her upon graduation for further academic 
study.  
 Daney married Charles Kent Hyatt on 
April 9, 1959, and they lived in Gunnison 
to attend Western State College. In 1961 
they moved to Southern California to 
begin professional careers in Education. 
Daney and family would reside in La Verne 
California, a small town in San Gabriel Val-
ley nestled among orange and lemon 
groves. La Verne would be their home for 

the next 36 years, a pleasant environment 
to raise their six children. 
 Daney finished her post high school edu-
cation at Mt. San Antonio Jr. College in 
Pomona California to focus on foreign lan-
guage and dramatic arts. While there she 
had the lead female role in numerous 
plays, the most notable was “Lion in Win-
ter” 1968. Daney received her Associates 
Arts Degree in 1967. Daney was employed 
with the Bonita Unified School District for 
the most part and oversaw High School 
student funds. All expenditures went 
through her office, and she demanded an 
accounting for every dime. 
 Daney belonged to a Choral group of 
women with presentations to Civic groups 
throughout Southern California. The most 
notable was a part of vocal entertainment 
for the governor and other state officials. 
Daney assumed leadership roles for ele-
mentary school PTA, Brownies Internation-
al and Girl Scouts/Boy Scouts organiza-
tions. She was a member of the Red Hats 
Society and Colorado Cattle Women as 
well. She loved the theater and was a sea-
son pass holder and contributor for the 
Magic Circle Players in Montrose. She was 
an outdoor enthusiast, especially in cy-
cling. Her favorite was the Palm Springs to 
Indio ride plus 50-mile excursions through-
out Southern California. She was an avid 
hiker, the most demanding were in and 
out of the of the Grand Canyon, the Napoli 
Coast on the Hawaiian Chain-Kauai, and 
the Blue Lakes Pass into Yankee Boy Basin. 
Daney and Kent traveled the world and 

visited multiple countries as well as most 
of the Continental United States. Daney 
and Kent moved back to Colorado after 
retiring in 1998 and have remained here 
ever since. 
 Daney was preceded in Death by her 
Mother Mafalda Callaway, Father Owen 
Callaway, Brother Bus Callaway, and infant 
son Michael Hyatt. She is survived by her 
children Pama Nething and Husband Philip 
Nething, David Hyatt and wife Juile Hyatt, 
Lyn Hyatt, Rebecca Holman and Husband 
Terry Holman, Paula Hyatt, and Stephanie 
Hyatt. She has 11 grandchildren and 10 
great grandchildren and many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and countless friends. 
 Her love of family and friends was always 
the center of her life. She provided meals 
and shelter to anyone that needed it in-
cluding many animals. A heart bigger than 
the oceans, always a smile and a laugh, 
she was a joy to be around. We are com-
forted to know that she is in the arms of 
Jesus who she loved with all her heart and 
soul.  
 We welcome all friends and family to join 
in Celebrating our Beloved Danette 
Marie’s life. Services will be held at Mont-
rose Christian Church, 2351 Sunnyside Rd. 
Montrose Co 81401, on Saturday March 
11, 2023, at 1 pm. There will be a recep-
tion immediately following at the same 
location.  
 The family asks in lieu of flowers to do-
nate in her name to Shriners Children’s 
Hospital. Crippin Funeral Home is assisting 
the family with arrangements. 

COMMUNITY OBITUARIES 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

Dear Montrose City Councilmembers: 
It has been a while since I have had a reason
(s) to correspond with you all. This corre-
spondence, while a bit long, is a heartfelt one 
that may be, in some respects, tough to read, 
but is worth doing so and understanding how 
a City of Montrose resident and businessper-
son, taxpayer, and former elected official (all 
of which I am) and many others with whom I 
interact, feel and think about what the im-
pact of many of the decisions that are and 
have been made by you are having on the 
majority of the community. 
 I'd like to start by thanking you all and Chief 
Hall for hosting the recent community 
meeting which focused on criminal activity 
that business owners have been dealing with 
over the last few years. The efforts being 
shown to help with these problems is very 
welcomed and shows the business communi-
ty that the City is getting serious about engag-
ing businesses in an effort to protect our 
property and the community in general 
against thieves and other vandals. I was glad 
to see Councilors Reed and Glaspell in attend-
ance which certainly shows that Council is 
listening to the concerns of the community. 
 In that vein, I'd like to take the opportunity 
to discuss some other issues that I and others 
that have spoken with me feel deserve some 
attention from the City Council. While I con-
tinue to follow City matters via the local me-
dia as well as reviewing Council agendas and 
press releases as time allows, I and the collec-
tive "we" have become more and more dis-
turbed by what appears to be the seeming-
ly disjointed and haphazard way decisions are 
made in the spending of taxpayer monies 
and feel compelled to ask you to look at your 
past and future spending decisions as an av-
erage taxpaying citizen would and not as an 
elected official. 
 Everything from real estate deals meant to 
enhance other governmental entities (MURA, 
CMU, etc.) to giveaways to speculative busi-
nesses and/or business models (restaurants, 
brew pubs, hotels, strip malls, tent makers, 
distilleries, etc.) to establishing non-profit 
foundations seem to have become the norm 
in this day and age. As these ideas, concepts, 
or whatever take shape within the halls of the 
executive offices of City Hall and their coun-
terparts in the public, non-profit and private 
sectors, it is evident that all that has to be 

done to garner the City Manager's and your 
attention is to have a few 
"executive sessions" with the players and 
bam, the subject becomes an item on an 
agenda and is typically approved without so 
much as a transparent and measured open 
public discussion via media outlets, public 
notices, etc. The media (outside of The Mont-
rose Mirror), turn a blind eye to this activity 
or spin it in a way that makes these ideas and 
decisions appear to the community to be a 
good and "progressive" way of doing the 
public's business with the PUBLIC'S MONEY. 
 Fundamentally, I must ask the question 
many are asking...since when did it become 
the City's job to become the predominant 
"Economic Development" driver and funding 
source? If you all would take a step back and 
examine the decisions that have been made 
so far and those that are pending, you might 
find that much of what you are discussing 
and approving looks a lot like democratic 
socialism from the public's point of view. As 
you know, Council is charged, by the City 
Charter, with being the policy makers, but 
apparently your role has moved beyond that 
to include being the front persons for man-
agement's goals and objectives which in-
cludes doling out millions of dollars from the 
public treasury to become "investors" in pri-
vate businesses, education, housing and 
many more. 
 As described in the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
"some democratic socialists believe that 
markets have a place in a socialist economy, 
so long as the competing businesses are 
publicly, cooperatively, or otherwise socially 
owned. And, like social democrats, many 
democratic socialists advocate for the enact-
ment of state regulation and state welfare 
programs (substitute municipal for state in 
this definition as it pertains to this communi-
cation), both as temporary means of amelio-
rating the harm of capitalism and as methods 
of transforming the system piece-
meal." (Democratic socialism | Definition, 
Explanation, & Examples | Britannica) 
 Now you all might object to being labeled as 
such, but let's look at the millions of our tax-
payer dollars (money both borrowed via bank 
loans and money "borrowed" from City en-
terprise funds and the General Fund) that you 
and the last few Councils have spent on just 
these few projects: Colorado Outdoors 

(Colorado Outdoors – Live where you work | 
work where you play) as a project (in excess 
of $13M through the City controlled Mont-
rose Urban Renewal Authority - Tracking the 
financial picture of MURA and Colorado Out-
doors | Local News Stories | montrose-
press.com) and then millions of cumulative 
dollars given to businesses within this devel-
opment to include speculative buildings, a 
restaurant, a hotel, apartment buildings, day 
care centers, an upcoming medical complex, 
etc.) 
 Add to this the ongoing expenditures of local 
tax dollars on Colorado Mesa University, a 
State funded school for which you have 
closed or will close streets to create plazas 
ostensibly for students and their safety as 
well as for aesthetic reasons. (As a side note, 
the planned closing and vacation of South 3rd 
Street between S. Townsend Avenue and 
Cascade Avenue to create yet another plaza 
for the CMU campus isn't in your transporta-
tion plan and further confuses and congests 
traffic flow in the downtown area. Why do 
these seemingly random street closures 
keep happening?) 
 On top of the collective millions already 
spent, City required infrastructure (curbs, 
gutters, sidewalks, landscaping & more), for-
merly required to be paid by businesses or 
developers, is now being paid by taxpayers 
for the benefit of the developers and in some 
cases, contractors, some of whom have ties 
to the City as vendors or contributors to vari-
ous mutual causes or organizations. The re-
cent granting of over $110,000 to the Pomo-
na Brewing Co. (formerly Castle Auto Sales on 
N. Townsend) for a commercial kitchen and 
$500,000++ to the privately owned Rathbone 
Hotel ( to be located in the former Budgetline 
Furniture Co. building next to the Fox Thea-
ter) for structural repairs are yet more exam-
ples of the giveaways. 
 Of course, all of this is justified by City Staff 
and the applicants for these monies who 
undoubtedly speak to the Return on Invest-
ment (ROI) and the pie-in-the-sky financial 
projections which all show how the City will 
reap untold wealth in the form of additional 
tax dollars which will be used, in part, for 
increasing the size of government and adding 
to the public trough from which more folks 
will seek to access these new dollars. All of 
this is going on while the streets are crater-

WHY IS CMU PROGRAM TO BE FUNDED BY NEW NON-PROFIT  

ENTITY ‘MONTROSE PERMANENT FUND,’ ENDOWED WITH TAXPAYER MONIES? 
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cratering. Sidewalks (still the responsibility of 
the homeowner in most cases) are breaking 
apart and in ill repair and numerous oth-
er responsibilities of local government go 
along without sufficient funding or are made 
to wait for action through deferred funding 
and maintenance while the dollars are allo-
cated to these democratic socialist endeav-
ors. 
 Now, to add to the mix, we learn that the 
City of Montrose is about to potentially invest 
a further $4.5 million dollars in renovating 
the new City Hall building (the former down-
town Wells Fargo bank building on which 
you've already spent approximately $4.1 
million dollars including the purchase price) 
by adding a new façade to the building. I 
would think that 50 gallons of paint and a 
contest to design and paint a large mural on 
the Cascade Avenue wall of the building 
would cost a lot less than that, but obviously, 
using other people’s money to make a state-
ment is staff’s preferred means of accom-
plishing what a coat of paint can do and for a 
lot less money. 
 Overall, spending $8-9 million dollars for a 
new City Hall by renovating a decades old 
structure is beyond the pale! I cannot believe 
that repairs to the historic City Hall would 
have come close to this amount. (Kudos to 
Mayor Pro Tem Bynum and Councilor Reed 
for questioning this latest request for the 
Phase 3 construction on the building. I hope 
you and the rest of Council hold fast and min-
imize the costs as suggested). 
 Moving on...It's now public knowledge that 
you're going to "sell" (most likely at a givea-
way price) the soon to be old or historic 
City Hall to Colorado Mesa University or per-
haps other investors for a dormitory and to 
house a Hospitality Program (aka Hotel & 
Restaurant Management curriculum) that will 
be funded by a new non-profit entity to be 
known as the Montrose Permanent Fund 
with a $2,000,000 endowment ($1.5M from 
the City's taxpayers & $500,000 from CMU - 
also taxpayer money). My question is 
WHY??? Hotel and restaurant programs exist 
at universities throughout the country. For 
what reason would you invest in such a 
thing? The hotel and restaurant industry's 
wage scales are typically at the lower end 
nationally and are dependent upon the dis-
cretionary income of the populace for its 
survival. If a person or family can't pay the 

electric or gas bill, how are they going to jus-
tify feeding a family of four at a restaurant for 
$75-$100 or more?  With an economic con-
traction already here in a lot of places, this is 
not going to end well. This latest scheme isn't 
very well thought out in my opinion. 
 For the most part, none of this is contrib-
uting to making life better for the aver-
age person in Montrose. Housing and food 
costs are through the roof and in short supply 
overall. Over a year and a half ago, I asked 
you, as a body, to give the taxpayers a "tax 
holiday" for one year on the sales tax on food 
given the crushing inflationary impact that 
prices were and are having on basic food 
needs. Not one of you responded as I asked 
in the meeting and in writing. With the im-
pending cut of food stamp benefits by the 
Federal government that many citizens re-
ceive, the need is more urgent than ever to 
help relieve a huge burden on your constitu-
ents versus spending money on these and 
other grandiose and, in many respects, delu-
sionary "profit making" ventures that have 
gripped this and other Councils for most of 
the last 10 years. 
 In closing, I am requesting that you provide 
the public with a COMPLETE list of all of the 
tax dollars (including borrowed money that 
has be repaid) that the City of Montrose and 
its surrogate operations (MURA for one) has 
doled out to any and all public and private 
entities as described in this correspondence 
and others not specifically identified herein 
as well as totals for public structures (existing 
and, if planned, engineering, architectural, 
consulting fees, etc.) such as the new City 
Hall, the Police Operations Center, the new 
Recycling Center and Public Works campus, 
dormitory housing for CMU, etc. Such a dis-
closure will not only be a benefit to you all as 
you will have one place to view the cumula-
tive amount of spending on these endeavors 
as well as the debt load being carried by the 
City, but to the City taxpayers who really 
would like to know where their money is 
going. 
 Your sales tax dollars come from many 
sources. We are taxed over and over again 
with the City collecting sales tax on our elec-
tric and gas bills; our cell phone bills; our 
groceries; our restaurant bills; our hotels and 
rental cars; our internet purchases (eBay, 
Amazon, Wayfair, etc.); special taxing districts 
like those found in the River Landing Shop-

ping Center (Natural Grocers, Marshalls, Ross 
Dress for Less, etc.) where additional sales 
taxes are collected; the Public Safety Sales 
Tax; the Recreation District tax (the City 
gets a cut of that); franchise fees passed 
through to the public; building fees; tap fees, 
and on and on it goes. The public needs be 
told in an annual report sent to every house-
hold how much is coming into the City's 
coffers and what you're spending it on...all in 
a transparent fashion. And don't throw out 
the old line that they can come to a budget 
meeting or whatever venue you choose. Send 
unbiased notices via text, voice, email and all 
other means that are currently at 
your disposal. Only then can I truly say 
"shame on you" to the public for not knowing 
what's happening with their dollars. If the 
public wants to remain ignorant, none of us 
can do anything about it. 
 Finally, the City Manager and you are ac-
countable to the public for all of this. Putting 
the proverbial lipstick on a pig isn't going to 
work, but that's what has been going on for 
years. We look like a progressive Western 
Colorado town on the outside but are rotting 
away behind the government created false 
facade of financial well-being fund-
ed by these taxpayer outlays while neglecting 
the core of what government should be 
about - providing the services that the private 
sector cannot provide or that which is statu-
torily, or charter mandated to be provided by 
the municipal government. Despite what you 
know needs to be done, the pressure from 
competing entities as well as wanting to do 
good can and has overridden wise deci-
sion making. Taking a step back might clear 
things up a bit. I hope so. A look at your own 
“puff piece” video now playing on YouTube 
shows how out of touch staff and by exten-
sion, you all are in that the focus of it is on 
the new City Hall (City Beat February 15, 2023 
- YouTube). 
 To sum things up, as the former Prime Minis-
ter of England, Margaret Thatcher said in a 
February 5, 1976 interview with Llew Gardner 
for Thames Television's This Week program, 
"Socialist governments traditionally do 
make a financial mess. They always run out 
of other people's money." (Margaret 
Thatcher on Socialism | Snopes.com) 
Please heed her warning. 
Sincerely,  
David White, Montrose 

WHY IS CMU PROGRAM TO BE FUNDED BY NEW NON-PROFIT ENTITY WITH TAXPAYER 
MONIES? From previous pg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93AyDX3ZHiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93AyDX3ZHiQ
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/other-peoples-money/#:~:text=Margaret%20Thatcher%20once%20said%20that%20%22The%20trouble%20with,common%20political%20viewpoint%20with%20a%20single%20simple%20sentence.
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/other-peoples-money/#:~:text=Margaret%20Thatcher%20once%20said%20that%20%22The%20trouble%20with,common%20political%20viewpoint%20with%20a%20single%20simple%20sentence.


The Montrose Mirror   March 6, 2023 Page 46 
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LINDA SUE (COLEMAN) FAUCHER  
October 17, 1947-February 8, 2023 

LINDA SUE (COLEMAN) FAUCHER of Mont-
rose, Colorado, formerly of Rimrock, Arizo-
na passed away unexpectedly on February 
8, 2023 due to a fall. Linda was born in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 10-17-1947. 
She was the baby of the family, a total of 
five girls and one boy. Linda was proceed-
ed in death by her parents Drew James 
Coleman and Rachel Ellen (Henley) Cole-
man, sister Erma Jean (Coleman) Janke 
and Drew James Coleman, Jr. She is sur-
vived by her beloved sisters Mary Kathe-
rine (Coleman) Thompson of Cokeville, 
Wyoming, Jo Ann (Coleman) Snow, also of 
Cokeville, Wyoming and Peggy Lenore 
(Coleman) Morris of Camp Verde, Arizona. 
Linda was also proceeded in death by her 
husband, her one true love Donald Fau-
cher on June the 21st, 2022. 
 Linda spent her childhood in New Mexico, 
Oregon and Colorado. She loved the de-
sert hills around her family’s homestead in 
New Mexico, the lush green forests of Ore-
gon and the Uncompahgre River Valley 
south of Montrose on her family’s small 
ranch. Linda had the gypsy spirit and loved 

to travel and not let the grass grow under 
her feet. She moved her family all over the 
western United States, Montana, Wyo-
ming, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizo-
na and a little further east to Wisconsin. 
Linda made friends easily and loved the 
adventures of living in a new town. Linda 
met her first husband Harry Robert 
Cronenberg (Johnny) in Colona, Colorado. 
The Cronenberg’s owned the Colona store 
that was located just a couple of miles 
from the Coleman ranch. Johnny was at-
tracted to the beautiful blonde girl riding 
her beautiful pinto mare in the pastures 
near the Colona store. Linda and Johnny 
married in 1966 and were surprised by 
twins in January of 1967. Jody Dawn 
(Cronenberg) Sauer was first, followed 
shortly by Billy Vaughn Cronenberg, the 
premature twins were a challenge that 
was faced head on by Linda and Johnny, 
with the support of both the Cronenberg 
family and the Coleman family and the 
then small community of Montrose. Bill 
Cronenberg lives in Denver Colorado and 
Jody Sauer lives in Montrose with her hus-
band Dale Matthew Sauer and near her 

father Johnny Cronenberg. Linda was a 
master barber and prided herself on very 
accurate flat tops haircuts on men and 
perfect bowl cuts on wiggly blonde chil-
dren. Linda was always drawn to those “a 
little down on their luck” and would give 
them free haircuts and shaves to help 
them feel better about themselves.   
 One of Linda’s greatest joys in her life was 
her Grandson Zane Matthew Sauer. She 
was so very proud of his accomplishments 
and cherished his visits to her home in 
Arizona. Linda loved all creatures great 
and small and was always bringing home 
an animal that needed a little love and 
care. She especially loved her Arabian 
horses and her daughter’s Shetland pony. 
Linda passed on her love of animals to her 
children and her nieces and nephews. Lin-
da also loved to sing and dance, she knew 
all the words to the classic songs from the 
fifties and sixties, they always made her 
smile and laugh. She was also an artist and 
loved to paint desert scenes and animals. 
Linda’s gypsy spirit was finally captured by 
the raw beauty of the Arizona desert and 
she called Arizona home for the last thirty 
years. She had only returned back to Colo-
rado to have the care and support of her 
daughter after the unforeseen death of 
her husband Don. She missed Don terribly 
and was ready to join him in heaven. We 
know that Don was waiting for her and 
they are now joined forever together. Lin-
da was cremated and her ashes will be 
taken to Maine to be joined with her hus-
band Don with the Faucher family. There 
will be a remembrance for Linda this sum-
mer in Cokeville, Wyoming to celebrate 
her life. The family of Linda would like to 
thank The Homestead of Montrose for 
providing a beautiful place for Linda to live 
in her last few months, Montrose Regional 
Health for the great care after her fall, 
Hope West of Montrose for their help and 
compassionate care and Elk Ridge Village 
Senior Living for their tenderness and lov-
ing care of Linda. 
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At age 93 she passed away peacefully in 
her home. 
Born in Oklahoma City, to Roy Barnes, and 
Marie McCourry.  
She raised four children, Timmie de Cas-
tro, Barbara Bruce Garner, Josephine 
Ballejos, and Ed Albert.  
 She was a proud member of the Mont-
rose Women’s Club, LA Swing Club, Good 
Sam Club and past President of Emblem 
Club.  
 She was a volunteer at the senior center, 
and the Montrose Public Library on her 
free time. 
 She took great pride in raising her chil-
dren.  
 She loved to travel. She also enjoyed mak-
ing Christmas stockings, painting, crochet-
ing, and she spent a lot of her time read-

ing books.  
 She was loved and will be missed by so 
many.  Some of her family include…  
 Daughter Timmie de Castro and son in 
law Dennis de Castro in California 
 Grand Daughter in Idaho 
 Casey Wenner husband Edwin Wenner 
 Great granddaughters  
 Jaylin Navarro in Washington with hus-
band Marc Navarro with great, great, 
granddaughter Olivia 
Great granddaughter 
In Idaho 
Kylie Wenner 
Kenzie Wenner 
Mati Wenner 
Another Granddaughter  
Apryle Christy and husband Curtis and 
great granddaughters 

Kaydence Sanchez 
Karsyn Sanchez 
Keira Christy 
Crippin Funeral Home of Montrose is as-
sisting the family. 

JOHN MALCOLM LORING JR. passed away at his home on the morning of February 23, 2023. 
He was 88 years old.  
 John was born June 19th, 1934, to Louise Laurestine Hersey and John Malcolm Loring Sr. in 
Mancos, Colorado. He would spend his early childhood in Monte Vista, Colorado. He would 
graduate from high school in Washington in 1952. A year later he would marry the love of his 
life, Rose Marie Verzal in Las Vegas, Nevada. To this amazing union three daughters were 
born: Catherine, Jacqueline, and Margaret.  
 John joined the Air Force in 1952. He would remain dedicated to his country for 29 years and 
retired as a Lt. Colonel. John was also a member of the Texas State Guard as a Battalion Com-
mander from 1982 to 1985. From 1994 to 1995 John served as Colorado VFW State Com-
mander. He would remain active in the V.F.W., D.A.V., the American Legion, BPOE #309 Life 
member (Colorado Springs), the Air Force Association, AARP – tax aide from 1985 to 2023 
and AARP driver training program. John enjoyed the outdoors of Colorado, hunting and fish-

ing. He was handy with crafts, woodworking, gardening and what he enjoyed most was helping others. John was an active member 
of the Delta Christian Church as well as the New Hope Church in Cedaredge.  
 John is survived by daughters, Catherine Hale and spouse Bill of Longview, Texas; Jacqueline Whitman and spouse David of Ni-
ceville, Florida; Margaret (Peggy) Warner Spouse Mike of Cedaredge, CO; five grandchildren and ten great grandchildren.  
He was preceded in death by his parents, and sister Janet Coleman of Salem, Oregon.  
Arrangements are under the care and direction of Taylor Funeral Service and Crematory.  

JOHN MALCOLM LORING JR.  

June 19th, 1934-February 23, 2023 

EDITH ORINE BRUCE BARELA 
September 21, 1929-February 17, 2023 
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Michael passed peacefully into his heaven-
ly home on February 24, 2023. In his final 
months, he was lovingly cared for by his 
wife and daughters with help from 

HopeWest.  
 Michael is survived by his wife Else of 
Montrose, his children Ron and Kim Ham-
mack of Royce City, TX, Pam and Dan 
Mencimer of Montrose, and Paula and 
Chris Worthington of Montrose. He is the 
proud and loving grandfather of seven 
grandchildren: Shelly Hammack, Mindy 
and Danny Tea, Dillan and Amber Ham-
mack; Sarie and Emily McKee, Levi and 
Sadie McKee; Tiffany and Steve Gustin, 
and Libby and Nick Frantz. He also adored 
17 great grandchildren. 
 Michael was born in Des Moines, Iowa in 
1941. He graduated high school from 
Manitou Springs, Colorado in 1961 and 
took his first job in food service. He was 
drafted into the United States Army in 
1966 and was deployed to Vietnam for 
three tours where he earned many honors 
including the Vietnam Service Medal with 
four Bronze Stars and three Purple Hearts.  
 Michael married Else, the love of his life, 
on March 27th of 1985. Michael loved 

Else’s children as if they were his own. 
Ron, Pam, and Paula loved him dearly and 
are thankful for the good times, sound 
advice, and wisdom he shared.  
 He went on to become a USDA meat in-
spector and retired after 30 years. After 
retirement, he spent his days fishing and 
hunting, four-wheeling, and cooking with 
or for family and friends in Colorado and 
Utah.  
 Michael had a gift of making everyone 
feel loved, especially his family. Michael 
was a benevolent man; when he saw a 
need, he would do all he could to help out. 
He was also an ornery man with a terrific 
sense of humor. His grin and cackle were 
captivating for all. He was a man of great 
wisdom but few words and an often-
overactive middle finger.  
 In lieu of flowers, please consider donat-
ing to HopeWest Hospice in Michael’s 
memory.  
Crippin Funeral Home of Montrose is as-
sisting the family. 

COMMUNITY OBITUARIES 

‘VELDA’ MONTGOMERY 
January 2, 1952-February 18, 2023 

MICHAEL WILLARD WASHBURN  
May 17, 1941 - February 24, 2023  

FRANCES NOVELDA SEEVERS MONTGOMERY, 71, of Egnar, Colorado, died February 18, 2023, in 
Denver, CO.  
 Velda was born January 2, 1952, to Sanford Neal and Frances Mabel (Smith) Seevers in Montrose. 
She grew up in Sawpit, Colorado, and graduated from Telluride High School in 1970. 
Velda married Ivan Montgomery on January 15, in Placerville, CO. To the union of Velda and Ivan 
are three sons: Patrick Montgomery of Denver, CO, Troy Montgomery of Dove Creek, CO, and 
Nicholas Montgomery of Grand Junction, CO.  
 After receiving her degree in Education from the University of Arizona, in Tucson, Velda taught 
school in Bluff, Dove Creek, and Egnar.  
 The family was the center of Velda’s life. She loved creating a home, holidays, and camping trips. 
She had a soft spot in her heart for children, most of all.  
 Velda is survived by her three children (Patrick, Troy, and Nicholas); her twin sister, Val Chambers; 
siblings, Sandra Iacovetto, Donald Seevers, and Susan Lasley; and five grandchildren, MacKenzie 
Montgomery, Morgan Montgomery, Ivan Montgomery, Remi Montgomery, and Lane Montgom-
ery.  
 Services will be held at Cowboy at the Cross, 21573 Austin Road, Austin. CO. (near Delta) on Sat-
urday March 11, at 11am.  
 In lieu of flowers, please consider making donations to: Cowboy at the Cross, P.O. Box 754, Delta, CO 81416 or online at 
www.cowboyatthecross.com 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cowboyatthecross.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0hHEu6rGd-McRCcPQtbpPzBfroeRdHbN5GTjTU7ujSOTrLvIOkCqyzNi4&h=AT2mwoCfgOdL2ZL8Lo0bqVw1QxB76PPFlbF8PaV_UPaxhBtqJJEDiPknoMvLOnsn77SKnOHuSWK3AMGNe2hvXIMNJvA-5OO3SAWTDsxGS1mKKHqF
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JUDY ELLEN KUNTZ (TESSMAN) AND HENRY JOSEPH KUNTZ  

The family of Judy Ellen Kuntz (Tessman) 
and Henry Joseph Kuntz are saddened to 
announce the passing of Judy December 
21, 2022 who was predeceased in death 
by her loving husband, Henry on January 
13, 2021. 
 Judy’s enjoyed a multitude of interests, 
crafts, and hobbies. They were usually 
shared with friends and family and exten-
sive in variety. Including: Scrapbooking, 
Cricut crafts, Quilting & Sewing, Watercol-
or & Oil Painting, Knitting & Crocheting, 
Camping, Fishing, Treasure hunting, Metal 
detecting, making Greeting Cards, Hiking, 
Gardening, Jigsaw puzzles, Crossword puz-
zles, Sudoku, spending time with family 
and friends, she always made time and 
looked forward to visitors.  
 Judy E Kuntz was born on November 29, 
1944 to Henry & Candelaria (Sena) 
Tessman in Albuquerque, NM. and left this 
earthly realm on December 21, 2022, after 
a two-year battle of Chronic Myloid Leuke-
mia, followed by Acute Myeloid Leukemia. 

We celebrated Judy’s birthday with her 
and enjoyed Thanksgiving. Then on De-
cember 20, she fell gravely ill. At the time 
of her death, she was surrounded by her 
family and passed peacefully the next 
morning at the age of 78 years. 
 It would be wrong to say that Judy lost 
her battle with Leukemia, because she 
never stopped fighting. No matter how 
sick she was, she was always determined. 
Judy stayed strong and positive. Through 
her, we know what resilience and perse-
verance truly look like. There was no quit 
in Judy. Just because she is no longer here, 
it doesn’t mean she lost her fight, she now 
has eternal life. 
 Judy married her soul mate, Henry on 
02/06/1965 and were married for 54 years 
and 11 months.  
Henry and Judy are loving remembered by 
their son Joseph (Angela) Kuntz; daughter, 
Hannah (Jon) Grady; grandchildren Sierra 
Kuntz, Tyler Grady, Megan Rubalcaba, 
Zerek Kuntz, Brandon Rubalcaba, and Kay-
la Grady. As well as family members: 
Sandy Riffel (Davis Kuntz), Henry (Clara) 
Tessman, Henry III (Cindy) Tessman, 
Charles (Cindi) Tessman; Joel 
“Jody” (Cindy) Davis, Sheryl 
“Sherry” (James) Wardlaw [Davis], Mes-
chelle “Shelly” (Linus) Fox [Davis] and niec-
es and nephews.  
 Henry was born on 06/21/1939 in Texas to 
Joseph M & Elizabeth (McCoy) Kuntz. Hen-
ry was raised in Albuquerque NM and at-
tended Northern Arizona University in 
Flagstaff, AZ.  
 Then he met the love of his life, Judy. 
Henry was in the Air National Guard. To-
gether Henry and Judy moved to Mont-

rose CO where they raised their two chil-
dren on Spring Creek Mesa.  
 Henry owned Alta Manufacturing for over 
30 years. After a battle with heart disease, 
he was surrounded by family, smiled at us 
and passed away on 01/13/2021 at the 
age of 81.  
Henry and Judy enjoyed many outdoor 
areas such Uncompahgre Plateau, Jamos 
Mountains, Hunting, Fishing, Photo-
graphing, Shooting, Prospecting for Gold, 
and treasure hunting in Tonopah Nevada 
to name a few of recent. Henry and Judy 
will be missed by the San Juan Shooting 
Range, Uncompahgre Treasure Club, nu-
merous friends and affiliations over the 
years in Montrose Colorado. 
 Please join us as we express our faith, love 
and hope at 10 a.m. on Friday March 10, 
2023. Henry and Judy want to be buried 
together.  
 You are invited to join the family for a 
Funeral Mass celebrated at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, with Fr. Matthew Wertin 
in Montrose Colorado 81401.  
 All are welcome. Judy and Henry will be 
buried together at the Rite of Committal; 
burial is at Grand View Cemetery following 
the funeral mass; afterwards a reception is 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Montrose.  
 The family wishes to send a special thank 
you to so many who helped care for our 
parents during their illness; and loving our 
parents so well.  Including: Connie Heal-
ton, Vicki Stuart, Elisha Cummings, Gerilyn 
Jo “Jojo” Senior, the staff at the Montrose 
Memorial Hospital, The Montrose Cancer 
Center, and UC Health – Anschutz. Crippin 
Funeral Home is assisting Mr. and Mrs. 
Kuntz family. 

COMMUNITY  OBITUARIES 



The Montrose Mirror   March 6, 2023 Page 50 

 

 

ISSUE 409 March 6 2023 

By Bob Cox 
MONTROSE-The agricultural production in 
the Uncompahgre Valley has undergone 
many changes and adjustments over the 
years. The changes always affected the 
economy of the area, and for the most 
part, the results were positive. When the 
agricultural community prospers the 
towns prosper. 
 One of the historical changes in the crop 

production in the area took place about 
100 years ago. The growing of sugar beets 
in Mesa, Montrose, and Delta counties 
was not a new thing in the early 1920s, 
but it did take on a new perspective. 
 When Charles Boettcher came to the 
United States from Germany in 1869, he 
was only 17 years old. The mining industry 
was in its heyday. The results of the gold 
rush ten years earlier established a boom-

ing economy among the mining towns and 
Boettcher found a way to take advantage 
of that. He made himself a fortune provid-
ing hardware to the mining communities. 
In 1899 Boettcher saw an opportunity to 
increase his wealth through the agricultur-
al activities in Mesa, Delta, and Montrose 
Counties. He financed the first sugar facto-
ry in Grand Junction. His foray into that 
market boomed. His Great Western Sugar 
Company averaged one new processing 
plant per year for the next decade. 
 The burgeoning sugar beet market was 
noticed by others. Cuba was having diffi-
culties meeting the demand with sugar 
cane production and the entrepreneurs in 
Colorado took advantage. In 1905 Ken-
neth Schley founded the Holly Sugar Com-
pany in Holly, Colorado. Names of the 
companies have come and gone over the 
years, but one thing seemed certain to the 
developers: sugar sweetened their bank 
accounts. 
 As for Montrose and Delta counties, the 
growing of sugar beets took on a new per-
spective in the early 1920s. Holly Sugar 
and others were contracting beet produc-
tion and a new plant was built in Delta, 
but things were not automatically benefi-
cial to the farmer. On March 17, 1921 the 
Olathe Criterion reported on an apparent 
dissatisfaction among some of the beet 
growers. In part, the article read: 
 At a called meeting of the beet growers of 
Olathe, held Monday evening, the latest 
contract offered by the Holly Corporation 

Continued next pg 

The ad that appeared in the Delta County Independent in March of 1923 featured a photo of 
the Delta sugar beet processing facility. Photo acquired from Colorado Historic Newspapers. 

HOW SWEET IT IS: SUGAR BEETS IN THE VALLEY 



The Montrose Mirror  |  March 6, 2023 Page 51 

 

SUGAR BEETS IN THE VALLEY From previous pg 

was unanimously rejected by a rising 
vote... Representatives of the Montrose 
growers were present and accepted the 
decision of the Olathe farmers as their 
own. They went home with the expressed 
intention of starting wheat sowing the 
next day.  
 Subsequently, beet production declined. 
Then at the beginning of the 1923 season, 
and with the endorsements of the Uncom-
pahgre Valley Water Users Association, 
things once again started looking a little 
better. A slump in potato prices helped in 
the decision making. The Montrose Press 
reported on January 9, 1923 that the 
UVWA, having been assured that inland 
dumps would be opened for the transfer 
of beets to the processing plant, passed a 
resolution encouraging the growing of 
sugar beets, especially in places such as 
Shavano, East Mesa, California Mesa, and 
Coal Creek. 
 Holly Sugar was largely focused on getting 
the Delta County growers to opt in to the 
current contract proposals. In a letter pub-

lished in the Delta Independent the atten-
tion given to the Delta area was obvious. 
Part of the letter read: 
The prosperity of Delta County is meas-
ured by the business that develops in its 
cities and towns and the returns of its 
farms... Every farmer should have a por-
tion of his land devoted to the growing of 
sugar beets, as it has been demonstrated 
beyond doubt that financial returns from 
sugar beets will average better than the 
ordinary crop, as it is a cash crop and there 
is never any danger of overproduction. 
The letter went on to promote Holly Sugar 
and encourage the growers to help in 
keeping the Delta plant running for at 
least 100 days. In April, the month in 
which the beets had to be planted, N. W. 
Draper's notice in the Olathe Criterion 
pointed out that the company had an 
office in Olathe and that the sugar prices 
for the next year were very promising. His 
notice quoted the possibility of beets 
bringing as much as $10.78 per ton, de-
pending on the sugar content. The last 

quoted price for the previous year was 
$10.55 per ton, so the trick was first to get 
the contract and then dedicate the neces-
sary acreage. By the end of the 1923 sea-
son, Holly met or exceeded both supply 
and contract obligations. Some expressed 
a little surprise that long-time beet grower 
Conrad Sittner, a Montrose County 
farmer, succeeded in having the highest 
acreage yield. Sittner's totals were ac-
quired by raising 105 tons of beets on 
"exactly" (according to Holly's press re-
lease) five and three-tenths acres. He had 
been raising beets in the valley since 1913. 
 For more than half a century sugar beets 
were considered one of the best crop in-
vestments a farmer could make, but myri-
ad market changes, processing efficiency, 
and other potentially valuable crops--
especially sweet corn--slowly took their 
toll on the western slope beet production. 
The Delta plant ceased operation in 1977. 
The main building still stands and has, 
over the years, housed several other busi-
ness enterprises.  

http://www.montrosehealth.com/
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 BOWIE SCHOOL ALUMNI RECALL COAL CAMP DAYS 

By Caitlin (Clemens) Switzer 
This article was originally published in the 
Delta County Independent on March 8, 
2000. 
NORTH FORK VALLEY-The old Bowie 
schoolhouse is not heated in the winter, 
and the classrooms are icy cold. There is a 
piano as in the old days, but it sits silent 
against a wall. And the rows of desks 
where generations of students carved 
their names are now empty. 
 Still, the little schoolhouse exudes a 
warmth of its own despite the winter chill. 
Perhaps that is because of the presence of 
so many items of historical and communi-
ty interest. Perhaps it comes from all 
those names carved in the desks. Or per-
haps it is the presence of four Bowie alum-
ni: Alice (Bowie) Abseck; Hazel (Maikka) 
Barnes; Ruby (Kuretich) Delimont; and 
Carol (Anderson) Franks. 
 “Here’s my name,” Abseck says, pointing 
out a desk on the far side of the room. 
Sure enough her signature remains, a me-
mento of her eighth grade year. 
 Barnes finds a class photo with her own 
picture in it. “They don’t have me listed, 
but that’s me,” she says. 

 Franks finds a picture of her mother-in-
law, who taught at the school. 
 And Delimont laughs when someone 
points out that the name of one Kuretich 
or another decorates nearly every desk in 
the classroom. 
 Although it has been moved from its orig-
inal site at the Bowie Coal Camp, the Bow-
ie Schoolhouse remains a treasure trove 
of historical facts and memories. And 
these former students remember this 
building and its companion structure as 
the very heart of the community. 
 “It was such a neat place,” recalled 
Franks. “I didn’t want to go on to Paonia 
High School.” 
 Heads nodded in agreement. 
 “We were a very close-knit community,” 
Delimont said. 
 “We all helped each other,” Abseck said. 
“Each teacher taught four grades, and she 
taught all subjects. It was very disciplined; 
the teacher would pronounce words for 
the eighth graders, the eighth graders 
would pronounce them for the seventh 
graders, the seventh graders would pro-
nounce them for the sixth graders, and so 
on. 
 “It was same for reading aloud,” she re-
called. “We all took turns.” 
 Added Hazel Barnes, “You always heard 
what the class ahead of you was learning, 
and you started learning it too.” 
 Ron Wist attended the Bowie School for 
eight years, graduating in the school’s final 
class of 1951. “It was a great experience,” 
Wist said when asked. “We were a class of 
three, Robert Walch, Rich Martinez and 
myself.” 
 The Bowie Schoolhouse was divided into 
two sections, a big room and a little room. 
Students attended from first through 
eighth grades, although Carol Franks re-
members her sister attending Kindergar-
ten there one year. 
 The School building itself is considered a 
classic example of Post-Victorian belltow-
er architecture. Built in 1907, it was pre-
ceded by a one-room cabin. All eight 
grades were housed in one building until 
1920, when a second one was added. The 
Bowie School was closed in 1950 when the 
school district was consolidated. 

 The North Fork Historic Preservation Soci-
ety rescued the schoolhouse from dec-
ades of vandalism and neglect by moving 
it to its present site beside the banks of 
the North Fork River. While denied a place 
on the National Register of Historic Places 
because of the move, the school has been 
carefully restored by the community.  
Modern visitors enjoy the wealth of his-
torical information on display. 
 And today’s unofficial reunion of Bowie 
students has unearthed another kind of 
treasure—the kind of memories that rare-
ly make it into the history books. 
 These were students who worked hard at 
their studies. “We learned penmanship,” 
Barnes said. “People sure need that to-
day.” 
  “We had to draw the continents free-
hand,” Franks said, “And we got them all 
right.” 
  And they also worked hard at home. “We 
picked fruit in the summer and pruned 
trees,” Franks says. But we didn’t think it 
was so bad because we were healthy and 
strong and could do it.” 
 Said Delimont, “My sister and I milked 
cows, delivered the milk, and then walked 
to school.” 
 Barnes recalled how difficult it could be to 
work in her family’s store when everyone 
else in town was having fun. “One time I 
wanted to leave home,” she said. “I had to 
mind the store on a Saturday when every-
one else was ice skating. 
  “I didn’t leave home,” she says, “But I 
didn’t skate either.” 
  All four remember the wonderful, thick 
ice they skated on in winter and the excel-
lent sledding to be had on a hillside near 
the school. 
  “The best compliment I have ever gotten 
was when one boy told me, ‘You sure can 
drive a sled good!’“ 
  During recess students played baseball 
and games like “Fox and Geese.” In the 
winter they built igloos and snow forts. 
Passing trains were a source of great ex-
citement, as were the great sheep drives 
that came down from the high country. 
 Students held marshmallow roasts and 
made their own Valentine’s boxes for Val-
entine’s Day. In May, they celebrated May 

Historic Bowie Schoolhouse. Photo courtesy 
Paonia Museum and North Fork Historical 
Society.  

Continued next pg   
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Day by making their own May baskets 
from boxes they had been saving all year. 
And in summer, they swam in the river. 
 Students enjoyed participating in school 
plays and community suppers at the 
schoolhouse. Graduation from the Bowie 
School was always a very big deal as stu-
dents prepared to move on to high school 
in Paonia. 
 The ladies remembered one rather unu-
sual Bowie graduate. 
 “Remember when one of the Bowie dogs 
earned a diploma?” Franks said. “He had 
slept under his owner’s desk all year and 
was so good, they gave him a diplo-
ma...back then, all dogs had their owner’s 
last names. I remember Pooch McLeary 
could climb trees.” 
 Delimont recalled Pooch McCleary’s own-
er as well. 
 “Bob McCleary and his brother waited for 
me and my sis every day after school by 
the railroad tracks,” she said. “We fought 
every single day after school—it was a 
ritual.” 
  Today’s fashion-conscious youth would 
doubtless be appalled at the clothes worn 
by young Bowie School students. 
 “Remember those ugly old brown stock-
ings?” Abseck asked as her friends nodded 
in agreement. And that long underwear? 
The best day of the year was when we 
could take them off!” 
 “Those stockings were awful looking 
things,” Delimont said. 
 “We rolled them down,” Franks said. 
 “Yes, even if it was cold,” Delimont said. 
“We rolled ‘em down. And then we rolled 
them back up before we got home.” 
 The students remembered writing notes 
“for posterity,” often burying them in 
hopes that future generations would find 
them. 
 “I even put some in my Uncle Albert’s 
hydrant,” Abseck said. 
 Even the journey back and forth to school 
was an adventure. 
 Owner of the famed Pooch McCleary, Bob 
McLeary remembers that the bus to 
school was not free of charge. “We paid 
$3 a month and caught it in Somerset.” 
 “I loved riding the bus,” Barnes said. 

 “Not me,” said Delimont. “We rode be-
hind the Somerset kids and they wouldn’t 
move their knees. But there was no rowdi-
ness because we were crammed in like 
sardines.” 
 Said Abseck, “One time I got into a scuffle 
with a friend, during the Wilkie-Roosevelt 
campaign. We got thrown off the bus 
three miles from home!” 
 And while students who tour the school-
house today ask whether guns were 
brought to school, violence was not an 
issue at the Bowie School. 
 “In those days a boy was not dressed 
without his pocket knife, but there was no 
violence,” Abseck said. 
“We knew guns were for hunting or target 
practice,” Franks said. 
 To this day the students are haunted by 
the question of how, before the arrival of 
telephones in the area, their mothers al-
ways knew everything they had done at 
school. 
 “I lived across the highway from the 
school,” Abseck said. “So how come when 
I got home my mother always knew what I 
had done at recess?” 
 Said Barnes, “One time we borrowed a 
car and took a carload of kids for a ride. 
When I got home my mother asked what I 
did. I told her we borrowed the car, and 
she said, “You went to Hotchkiss! 
 “How did she know?” 
 In those days students could count on 
two punishments for every offense—if 
they got into trouble at school they were 
sure to be punished once they got home. 
 “If we got paddled at school we got pad-
dled at home,” McCleary said. 
 Still, the threat of punishments did not 
deter the Bowie students from making 
mischief. 
 “Do you remember the time we changed 
the clock?” Franks asked. “Once when the 
teacher went to the outhouse, we 
sneaked up and set the clock ahead. It was 
time for recess! 
 “But we ended up staying after school for 
it.” 
 At one time all of the teachers were living 
in one house, Barnes recalled. “We sprin-
kled water all around their door, and it 

froze. The teachers were trapped! We kids 
had to help chip them out.” 
 Delimont shared a memory. “Remember 
when we put honey on (teacher) Bonnie 
Small’s toilet seat for Halloween?” 
 Another time, “We put an eraser in that 
great big old stove,” Delimont said. “The 
teacher just came back, shut the windows, 
and walked out. We sat there for quite 
some time. And it smelled awful!” 
 Abseck said, “Miss Kehmeier was terrified 
of mice, so some boys caught a packrat 
and put it in her desk. She got hysterical!” 
 The former students also recalled a 
friendly mail bus driver who let them hook 
sleds to his back bumper, as well as some 
attempts to hop the trains that rumbled 
through the area. 
 Barnes said, “One time on our way to 
Somerset my friend and I decided to hop 
the train. The driver must have known 
what we were doing, because we had 
hardly got on—I missed a rung and fell but 
my friend made it—when he stopped that 
train. Boy did we get told that wasn’t the 
thing to do! We never did that again.” 
 Delimont recalled a favorite prank. “I re-
member taking the gates off one yard and 
putting them on another. There was no 
damage, they were just moved.” 
 Said Franks, “Once on Halloween, we got 
a ladder and took some shingles off the 
roof of the big room. Nobody believed 
girls could do it, so they blamed the boys. 
Wd did a good job of it!” 
 Franks also recalled when she and her 
friends decided to hold a “sneak day” dur-
ing their sixth-grade year.  
 “We signed a pact,” she said. “There 
would be no school that day. The only one 
who went to school was Ann Kochevar, 
and she even brought an apple! The rest 
of us got expelled until the school board 
decided to let us back in. 
 “I got every award that year,” Franks said. 
“For reading, singing, etc. All except the 
one for good behavior.” 
 Still, “We weren’t malicious or mean,” 
she said.“If someone was sick, we would-
n’t knock over the outhouse on them, and 
we wouldn’t flatten their tires. 
 “We really were pretty ornery.” 

BOWIE SCHOOL ALUMNI RECALL COAL CAMP DAYS From previous pg 
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MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
MONTROSE 
Affiliation: Presbyterian 
Address: 1840 E Niagara Rd. Montrose CO. 
81401 Office Hours: M-Thu 9AM - 
12PM Contact: 970-249-4732, in-

form@fpcmontrose.com, 
www.fpcmontrose.com  
Pastor: Jesse Mabanglo 
Worship Service times: 9:30AM,  
Student Worship at 6PM. We strive to en-
courage, challenge and support one anoth-

er through spiritual growth, worship, and 
service in our community, country, and 
world. We also encourage children and 
youth to grow their relationship with Christ 
through our children and student minis-
tries.  

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
Denomination: Church of the Nazarene 
Address: 705 South 12th Street 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 am-
Noon and by Appointment 
Contact Information: Office Phone 970 249
-9213, mncfirst@gmail.com, 
www.montrosenazarenechurch.org 

Pastor: Buddy Cook 
Services Sunday: Worship 10 AM, Adult 
Bible Study 11:30 AM Worship includes age
-appropriate children's ministry during 
adult worship. 
Wednesday: Prayer Boot Camp - 7 PM 
Mission Statement: Montrose First Church 
of the Nazarene exists to make Christlike 

disciples in Montrose Colorado and around 
the world. 
Demographics: Our church consists of old-
er and younger people. We have younger 
families with children and young teens and 
older adults as well.  We also support the 
work of Calvary Ranch Colorado and its 
addiction recovery ministry. 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Denomination: Christ Lutheran Montrose 
Affiliation: Lutheran Church Missouri Syn-
od 
Address: 1980 N. Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO  81401 
Contact: 970-633-0226 

Website: www.montroselutheran.org 
Email: montroselutheran@gmail.com 
Pastor: Tim Onnen 
Worship: Sundays at 9 AM 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class at 
10:15 AM; Women’s Bible Study Fridays at 
9 AM. At Christ Lutheran Montrose you will 

find friendly people gathered in a welcom-
ing environment being comforted and en-
couraged by the forgiveness and love of 
Jesus, and sharing that with one another. 
 We are a small congregation of seniors 
and middle-aged, sprinkled with young 
children and teenagers. 

ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Anglican Church in North America 
Address:  2057 S. Townsend, Montrose, CO 
81401 
Office Hours:  Varies and by appointment 
Contact Information:  (970) 249-2451 
https://www.allsaintsmontrose.org/ 
Priest: The Rev Gary L. Way 
Worship Service Times: 
Sunday, 9AM, Holy Eucharist. 

Wednesday, Noon, Multi-denominational 
Prayer Hour.  There are multiple Bible Stud-
ies during the week.  All Saints Anglican 
Church is Biblical, Anglican and Orthodox.  
The Liturgy (order of service) is from the 
Anglican Church in North America Book of 
Common Prayer (2019). Music is a combina-
tion of traditional hymns, contemporary, 
and more modern songs.  This is a family-
sized church that welcomes all individuals 

and families.  We are currently comprised of 
families and singles, ages 25 to 90.  Fellow-
ship time follows each Sunday Service with a 
potluck meal following the service on the 3d 
Sunday.   
All Saints Anglican Church 
2057 S. Townsend Ave 
Sunday Holy Eucharist, 9 am 
The Rev Gary Way, Interim Priest 
allsaintsanglicanmontrose.org 

HILLCREST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Denomination affiliation: United Church 
of Christ 
Address: 611 South Hillcrest Drive, Mont-
rose, CO 81401 
Office hours: By appointment 
Contact information: 

Phone number: (970) 249-9047 
Email address: office@montroseucc.org 
Website: montroseucc.org 
Current Pastor: Rev. Wendy Kidd 
Worship service times: Sunday, 10 a.m. 
Hillcrest Congregational UCC is a welcom-
ing, open and affirming church, open to all 
no matter who you are or where you are 

on life's journey. 
Church demographics: HCUCC welcomes 
all ages to worship with 
us.  (predominately family, youth, seniors, 
singles) 
We offer inter-generational worship with 
a children's "prayer-ground" and activity 
packets. A cry room is also available. 

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
Independent Baptist 
112Main St. 
P.O. Box 262 

Olathe, Co 81425 
Tuesday-Friday Phone: 970-808-1021 
www.biblebaptistchurcholathe.com 
Pastor Gabe Skillo 

Sunday School 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday  10:30 a.m. 
Sunday  6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer 7 p.m. 

mailto:inform@fpcmontrose.com
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SUMMIT CHURCH OF MONTROSE:  
Denomination affiliation:  
Southern Baptist 
Address: 10977 60.75 Rd. Montrose, CO 
81403 
Office hours: Varies 
Contact information: 
phone number: 970-275-7026 
email:summitchurchmontrose@gmail.com 
website: www.summitchurchmontrose.org 
Name of current Senior Pastor: John De-

Sario  
 Worship service times: Sunday Worship is 
at 9 am followed by a time of fellowship 
and snacks. Summit Church has frequent 
Bible studies and other events for adults, 
young adults, youth and children. Please 
visit https://
www.summitchurchmontrose.org/
events for more information. 
 Summit Church Montrose is a new church 
plant that preaches the Word of God, 

reaches the lost with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and equips Christians to serve the 
Lord. Summit Church has people of all ag-
es!  
 We have families with children (babies, 
school aged, recent high school and col-
lege graduates) There are retired couples 
and widows. During the Sunday sermon we 
offer teaching for children ages birth to 
Kindergarten, in a kid friendly room called 
Base Camp.  

SPIRITUAL AWARENESS CENTER 
Denomination affiliation: Independent 
Interfaith 
Address:  Meeting at Lions Park Communi-
ty Building, 602 N. Nevada, Montrose 
 Office hours: Tues-Fri, 9 am to 4 pm, 
Home Office – 970-252-0908 
Contact information: Rev. Dr. Arlyn Mac-
donald, 970-252-0908, 
arlyn@spiritaware.org, 
www.spiritaware.org 
Name of current pastor: Rev. Dr. Arlyn 

Macdonald, Senior Minister; Rev. Cath-
arine Gates, Associate Minister. Spiritual 
counseling available. 
Worship service times: In-person Sunday 
Unity Service at 11 a.m., (Social Time be-
gins at 10 a.m.); Quiet Meditation at 10:30 
a.m. Virtual Afternoon Service on Zoom at 
2:00 p.m.; Chai Chats, a Wednesday morn-
ing midweek informal gathering at 10:30 
a.m. at Pun Hill Himalayan Restaurant, 
Montrose; Thursday Empowerment Circle 
at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom. Everyone is wel-

come. The Spiritual Awareness Center is 
an interfaith spiritual community welcom-
ing spiritual seekers and people of all 
faiths, providing a safe place to explore 
and nurture the individual’s unique con-
nection to the Divine through Unity ser-
vices, classes, family and community pro-
jects, including the Great Community Give-
away and Wellness Fair. People of all ages 
are welcome. There are currently no Sun-
day School or nursery services provided 
but craft supplies are available for youth. 

MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Denomination Affiliation: United  
Methodist 
Address: 19 S. Park Avenue Montrose CO. 
81401 
Office Hours: M-Thu, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Contact Information: 970-249-3716, 
office@montroseumc.org, mont-

roseumc.org 
Current Senior Pastor: Rev. Kevin Young 
Worship service times:  
8:30 a.m. Sanctuary & Virtual 
9:45 a.m. Christian Education & Fellow-
ship 
11 a.m. Sanctuary   
Montrose UMC is a leader in being fully 

inclusive, loving, and just servants of Christ. 
Our church family welcomes people from 
various cultural and faith backgrounds: 
single, married, remarried, with or without 
children, from diapers to dentures. Wherev-
er you are on your spiritual journey we in-
vite you to come discover hope, joy, peace, 
purpose.  
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ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH 
Affiliation: Southern Baptist 
Address: 1598 E. Niagara Road, Montrose, 
CO 81401 
Office Hours: Tues-Thurs, 9am-4pm 
Contact information: 
Phone: 970.249.4887   
website: www.RosemontBaptist.org 
email: office@rosemontbaptist.org 
Senior Pastor: Rolland Kenneson 
Worship Service Times: Our engaging and 
relevant Sunday Worship Service is at 

10:45 AM. We also have Bible Study for All 
Ages Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM. We 
provide a professionally-staffed nursery 
throughout both.  
Rosemont Baptist's desire is to passionate-
ly bring people face-to-face with the life-
changing power of Jesus Christ.  
We are a multigenerational church from 
different walks of life who love Jesus, love 
each other, and love our community. Eve-
ryone comes dressed in whatever is com-
fortable. We love meeting new people no 

matter what stage of life they are in.  
Children's services: We have a fun Sunday 
School for children from four years old 
through youth. We provide Children's 
Church during the Sunday Worship Ser-
vices where children four years old through 
9 years can learn to be worshippers of Je-
sus.  
 We provide a nursery for children under 
four years old with paid staff providing 
excellent care during Sunday Morning Bi-
ble Study and Worship Service.  
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https://www.summitchurchmontrose.org/events
https://www.summitchurchmontrose.org/events
mailto:arlyn@spiritaware.org
http://www.spiritaware.org
mailto:office@montroseumc.org
http://montroseumc.org
http://montroseumc.org
http://www.RosemontBaptist.org
mailto:office@rosemontbaptist.org
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Church Directory 
Mirror Editorial Staff 
MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith 
community in Montrose, the Montrose 
Mirror is in the process of establishing a 
Church Directory. If your congregation or 
fellowship would like to be included in 
the directory, please supply the following 

information to the Montrose Mirror: 
Name of church 
Denomination affiliation  
Address Office hours 
Contact information (phone number, 
email address, website) 
Name of current Senior Pastor 
Worship service times 

Please give a one sentence description of 
your church and its mission in the Mont-
rose community. 
Brief description of your current church 
demographics (predominately family, 
youth, seniors, singles).  
Do your church services include Sunday 
School and childcare? 

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF MONTROSE 
Denomination Affiliation: Independent Bap-
tist 
Address: 2890 N Townsend Ave., Montrose, 
CO 81401 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm 
Contact Information: Phone (970) 249-6874; 

email at info@vbcmontrose.org; website: 
vbcmontrose.org 
Current Pastor: Roland Kassales 
Worship Service Times: Sunday School at 
9:30am, Sunday AM Service at 10:30am, 
Sunday PM Service at 6pm, Wednesday 
Night Service at 6:30pm (all services include 
childcare) 

Victory Baptist Church exists to exalt God, 
edify saints, and evangelize the lost. 
Demographics: Victory Baptist serves every-
one with age-appropriate classes, groups, 
and activities. Families with children make 
up the majority of VBC with young adults, 
singles, middle-aged couples, and seniors 
comprising the rest.  

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY From previous pg 

mailto:info@vbcmontrose.org
http://vbcmontrose.org
http://www.montrosecounty.net/
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By Kathryn R. Burke 
REGIONAL-Each of the Parks and Monu-
ments of Utah (and the surrounding Four 
Corners area) has a distinct personality all 
its own. What they have in common is 
their geologic basis - some of it more than 
a billion years old! 
 The area lies atop an underground salt 
bed, responsible for the arches, spires, 
balanced rocks, fins, and monoliths. Thou-
sands of feet thick in places, this salt bed 
was deposited over the Colorado Plateau 
some 300 million years ago, when a sea 
flowed into the region and eventually 
evaporated. Over millions of years, the 
salt bed was covered with residue from 
floods, winds, and oceans that came in 
intervals.  
 Much of the debris was compressed into 
rock. At one time this overlying earth may 
have been one mile thick. Five ‘steps’ of 
rocks or ‘cliffs’—Chocolate, Vermillion, 
White, Gray, Pink—range in age from 35 
million to 100 million years old.  
The sedimentary rock layers that lie on the 
Colorado Plateau encompass parts of 
Utah, Colorado (the largest), Arizona, and 
New Mexico—an area with five national 
parks, eight national monuments, eight 
Scenic Byways, two National Recreation 
Areas, one National Historic site, and two 
Tribal Parks. The “Big Five”-- Zion, Bryce 
Canyon, Capitol Reef, Arches, and Can-
yonlands National Parks-are the most vis-
ited National Parks. 
 Zion, the first National Park, was estab-
lished in 1909 as Mukuntuweap National 
Monument, then renamed Zion National 
Park 10 years later. Landscape Arch, in 
Arches National Park, is the longest natu-
ral arch in the world—it spans 290 feet 
and is only seven feet thick! The park also 
has the greatest density of arches (over 
2000). Bryce Canyon isn’t a canyon, it’s a 
collection of giant natu-
ral amphitheaters. Bryce is also distinctive 
due to its large collection of geological 
structures called hoodoos. 
 The Grand Staircase National Monument 

is the largest national monument in the 
U.S. encompassing 1,880,461 acres. It is 
also among the most remote land in the 
U.S. It was the last to be mapped in 
the contiguous United States. There are 
three main regions: the Grand Staircase, 
the Kaiparowits Plateau, and the Canyons 
of the Escalante (Escalante River).  What 
makes the Grand Staircase unique is that 
it preserves more Earth history than any 
other place on Earth. 
 The Trail of the Ancients, a National Sce-
nic Byway, is approximately 480 miles long 
and traverses both Colorado and Utah. In 
Utah, it goes from Hovenweep, through 
Blanding to Natural Bridges, and on to 
Monument Valley, ending at Mexican Hat 
in the Four Corners. Arizona is not a part 
of the Byway. If you have not visited Utah 
or any of its wonders, this is a good place 
to start. You’ll explore geologic and cultur-
al history, encounter and view some of 
the most spectacular country in the Unit-
ed States. Take a camera and make sure 
your phone is fully charged. You’re going 
to take a lot of pictures. 
 Utah’s 27 state and national scenic by-
ways are a geologic wonder traversing 
2,200 miles of magnificent red rock can-
yons and towering rock formations. From 
dinosaur footprints to ancient heritage 
sites to ghost towns, to vibrant modern 
cities, you’ll experience a landscape 
shaped by time.  
 Five cultures have inhabited the area 
since Pre-Columbian times: Ancestral 

Puebloans (Anasazi) around 1300 BC; 
Freemont. AD-1301; Spanish, 1500s; Uto-
Aztecan and Navajo, 1700s; Mormon 
settlers. They have all left traces of their 
time here. At Dinosaur National Monu-
ment, The Uinta Fremont Indian petro-
glyphs are more than 1,000 years old. 
Newspaper Rock contains petroglyphs and 
pictographs from four different indigenous 
peoples. 
 If you’re fascinated by dinosaurs, at Juras-
sic National Monument, a complete, 28-
foot long Allosaurus skeleton has been 
excavated. Dinosaur National Monument, 
which spans the border of Utah and Colo-
rado, contains over 800 paleontological 
sites and has a wide range of fossils. If you 
haven’t visited it, do. You will be en-
thralled.  
 If you’re like me, the first time you trav-
erse the walkway past the enormous crea-
tures, still partially embedded in rock, it 
will be a jaw-dropping experience. These 
things were huge! 
 There’s lots more to share about the his-
tory and geology of this magnificent part 
of the U.S. right here in our own backyard, 
a place that preserves more of Earth’s 
history than anywhere else in the world! 
Learn a little more when Kate Burke pre-
sents Utah’s Parks and Monuments as 
part of her popular Western History se-
ries, March 13, 1 pm at the Montrose Sen-
ior Center. During her presentation, Kate 
will distribute maps and pictorial material 
provided by the Utah Dept. of Tourism. 

UTAH’S NATIONAL PARKS & MONUMENTS 
History, Geology, and the Best Places to Visit  
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Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-On Sunday, March 26 at 6PM, 
Victory Baptist Church will host “Christ in 

the Passover: An Interactive Experience.” 
This powerful, interactive experience, led 
by David Garrett of Jews for Jesus, will 

illustrate the link between the Jewish feast 
of Passover and the last supper Jesus 
shared with His disciples. Join us for a sen-
sory exploration of the beautiful Jewish 
ceremony called a seder. As we taste the 
traditional symbolic foods, we’ll weave the 
story of the exodus and freedom from 
slavery together with the messianic hope 
realized in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrec-
tion. The words “do this in remembrance 
of me” will take on an even deeper mean-
ing to Christians as we learn the signifi-
cance of the tradition Jesus observed the 
night before He died and give us a closer 
look at the very Jewish life He led. Jewish 
or not, religious or not—all are welcome 
for this unforgettable, thought-provoking 
experience. 
Have questions? Call Victory Baptist 
Church at 970-249-6874. 

SKEES GRADUATED,  
LOCALS ON DEAN’S LIST 
@ FORT LEWIS COLLEGE 

Special to Art & Sol 
DURANGO-- Katelyn Skees, of Montrose 
graduated from Fort Lewis College on Dec. 
16, 2022. Skees graduated with a degree
(s) in Psychology. Graduates in the 2022 
Fall Commencement ceremony received 
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, and 
Master of Arts in Education degrees, as 
well as certificates in Pre-Health, Geo-
graphic Information System, Regenerative 
Food Systems, and Digital Marketing. 
Also, more than 400 students were named 
to Fort Lewis College's Dean's List for the 
Fall 2022 semester. These students took at 
least 15 credits of gradable hours and 
achieved a 3.60 or higher grade point av-
erage. 
Edelawit Hoag of Montrose  
Lily Burton of Montrose  
 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

CHRIST IN THE PASSOVER: AN INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCE 

http://email.readme.readmedia.com/ss/c/EK01aZvwbK530bRKUIS7kAzzZDsO6H2S_L1-QZT0ulC-zzU0bnX7jydlcFC1FNvO9JqWAeXz7zFwD_Ds8F9XRyLdbnXDpKmJ0cUBwegA_s166__KRqrHD3ho4wPRraQrOmkyluSsLc-TTGICQZVW3Q/3u5/PcQWYQTzRyS_eGmEe3xvpA/h0/BvDoIexIq3XkcIXmphlZKIFHzLGc3nZLDILDKMZ
http://email.readme.readmedia.com/ss/c/EK01aZvwbK530bRKUIS7kAzzZDsO6H2S_L1-QZT0ulC-zzU0bnX7jydlcFC1FNvO9JqWAeXz7zFwD_Ds8F9XRyLdbnXDpKmJ0cUBwegA_s166__KRqrHD3ho4wPRraQrOmkyluSsLc-TTGICQZVW3Q/3u5/PcQWYQTzRyS_eGmEe3xvpA/h0/BvDoIexIq3XkcIXmphlZKIFHzLGc3nZLDILDKMZ
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Special to Art & Sol 
OURAY-– Nashville International Airport® (BNA®), Arts at the Air-
port, the Bonnaroo Works Fund (BWF), and the Bonnaroo Music 
and Arts Festival® are proud to announce the 10th annual Bonnaroo
-themed skylight exhibition at BNA. The exhibition will feature four 
works of art from artists around the country through April 7, 2024, 
including Cie Hoover of Ouray, Colorado.  
 The exhibition is funded by Arts at the Airport and the Bonnaroo 
Works Fund, the charitable arm of the festival. The winning entries 
are suspended from the ceiling in four skylights located in Concours-
es B and C and will be on display through April 7, 2024. The four 
winning entries are selected by a jury composed of members of the 
Bonnaroo team and Arts at the Airport Board of Directors. The win-
ners are selected based on artistic quality and communication of 
the Bonnaroo brand to both new and familiar audiences.  
 Shown here is a rendering of Cie’s winning installation titled 
“Infinite Crescendos” which will be installed at the end of May of 
this year.   

LOCAL ARTIST CIE HOOVER SELECTED FOR ART INSTALLATION AT NASHVILLE  
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IN CONJUNCTION WITH BONNAROO MUSIC & ARTS FESTIVAL  

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 
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By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE-Celebrating its seventh year, 
the 2023 Annual Women of Distinction 
Awards was held at the Montrose County 
Events Center on March 3, 2023.   
  Tonya Maddox, owner of Our Town 
Matters, created the annual event as a 
way to spotlight and recognize the im-
portant role women play locally in the 
economy and in society. The honorees 
represent the most distinctive women in 
business, government, education, and not
-for profit fields.  
 More than 200 people attended the three
-hour sold-out gala, which included cock-
tails, dinner catered by the Stone House, 
awards, presentations, dessert and photo-
graphs. Maddox said, “As we celebrate 
Women’s History Month, Our Town 
Matters is proud to introduce 20 remarka-
ble women.” 
The 2023 Women of Distinction are: 
Sarah Abbott- Ireland Stapleton 

Joey Boese - Peer Kindness 
Nathalie Bouchard - SOM Footwear 
Abbie Brewer - Hilltop Family Resource 
Ctr. 
Dr. Joanna Daly - Eye Care for Montrose 
Dr. Lindsay Greenfield - Cedar Point 
Health 
Tressa Guynes - Montrose County 
Kathy Heavers - The Forum Montrose 
Tessa Imus -Timberline Bank 
Leanna Johnson – Mosaic 
Lisa Kuczmarski - City of Montrose 
Randilyn Madison -Miss Rodeo Colorado 
Danielle Musser - Musser Adapted P.E. 
Jennifer Pelligra - Community Options 
Ashley Pietak - Tempest 
Davina Pope- San Juan Brews 
Jamie Saff - Alpine Bank 
Caitlin Switzer - Montrose Mirror 
Christina Van Vleet - Phoenix Fitness 
Ellena Wenger - Luxe Designs Boutique 
  Prior to the event, the nominees were 
given the opportunity to vote for the one 

woman most deserving of the title 
“Woman of the Year 2023”. The winner, 
Joey Boese (Peer Kindness) was unable to 
attend the event. However, when notified 
by phone about the recognition bestowed 
on her, she was honored.  
  The 2023 Lifetime Achievement Award 
went to Dr. Mary Vader.  According to 
Maddox, “Nominations are now open for 
the 2024 Women of Distinction.” 

Clockwise-Nominees this year included Kathy Heavers, a Colorado teacher of the Year, and  
Montrose County Clerk and Recorder Tressa Guynes; Dr. Mary Vader hams it up for the cam-
era prior to becoming the 2023 Lifetime Achievement Award Winner (L to R) Brad Hitt, Dr. 
Mary Vader, and Doris Chamberlin; Below right,  (L to R) Montrose Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC) Executive Director Sandy Head and Tonya Maddox, owner of Our Town 
Matters — a full-service marketing, public relations, and events firm. Maddox, the creator 
and host of the Annual Women of Distinction Awards, is in her seventh year of honoring local 
women for the role they play in society; Local business owner and husband of a Previous 
Woman of Distinction honoree David Fishering,  Photos by Gail Marvel. 

JOEY MONTOYA BOESE  NAMED WOMAN OF THE YEAR  
IN 2023 WOMEN OF DISTINCTION AWARDS  
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 SPRING HIKES TO GET YOUR KIDS OUTSIDE 

Continued next pg 

by Abram Herman,  
via Friends of Youth and Nature 
REGIONAL-Every day the weather seems 
to be gradually getting a little warmer (in 
between those spontaneous Colorado 
snowstorms, at least), and that can only 
mean one thing—spring is near! The tran-
sition from winter to summer activities 
will be here before you know it, and it’s 
time to start planning some excursions 
with your little ones as the trails dry and 
the warm sun comes out. The benefits of 
getting outside are numerous, from men-
tal health, to physical health, to just hav-
ing fun together as a family. Here are a 
few quick and easy hiking trails that you 
can enjoy with your whole crew: 
 The Black Canyon of the Gunnison Na-
tional Park offers five easy to moderate 
hikes along the South Rim that vary in 
length from 2/3 mile to two miles round 
trip. Because it is a national park, there is 
an entrance fee required.  Start with 
Warner Point Nature Trail, a 1.5-mile out-
and-back trail starting at the parking area 
at the end of the South Rim road. General-
ly considered an easy route with only a 
406-foot elevation gain, it takes an aver-
age of 52 min to complete this out and 
back trail. The trail should be snow free by 
April or early May.  You will need to leave 
pups at home — dogs aren't allowed on 
this trail. The Rim Rock Nature Trail is 
another 1.5-mile out-and-back trail with 
187-foot elevation gain.  Generally consid-
ered a moderately challenging route, it 
takes an average of 37 min to complete.  
This trail should be snow free by early 
April.  Dogs are allowed but must be on a 
leash. Both of these trails are very popular 

for birding, hiking, and walking, so you will 
likely encounter other people while ex-
ploring. 
 Ridgway State Park, 21 miles southeast 
of Montrose, offers over 14 miles of 
marked, well-maintained trails inviting for 
the novice to expert trail users. Because it 
is a state park, there is an entrance fee 
required .Wide concrete trails provide 
easy hiking, and biking while gravel trails 
meander through a variety of natural 
settings, from open grasslands, through 
pinyon/juniper forests and along the riv-
ers. Fabulous mountain views will delight 
trail users at many points along the way. 
Explore the Wapiti Trail, a 1.1-mile out-
and-back trail near the Visitor Center.  
Generally considered an easy route with a 
147-foot elevation gain at 7,000 feet, 
which is park elevation. The trail takes an 
average of 28 min to complete. The best 
times to visit this trail are April through 
May. Dogs are welcome, but must be on a 
leash. The Oak Leaf Trail is another short 
1.1-mile loop trail along the Uncompahgre 
River. It starts near the Pa-Co-Chu-Puk 
Campground. Expect beautiful views of 
the surrounding Sneffels and Cimarron 
ranges of the San Juan Mountains! Gener-
ally considered an easy route, it takes an 
average of 24 min to complete. The trail is 
open year-round and is beautiful to visit 
anytime. Dogs are welcome, but must be 
on a leash. If you are enjoying these easy 
hikes and want to explore more, stop off 
at the visitor center for a hiking brochure 
along with information on the park’s natu-
ral history.   
 The Dominguez Canyon trails can offer a 
real wilderness experience. About 44 
miles north of Montrose, the trails here 
offer a long, flat hike that will take you as 
far as you’d like to go. The entire Big 
Dominquez and Little Dominguez Canyon 
Loop stretches for an astonishing 39 miles, 
but the vast majority of hikers just travel 
in as far as they want to go for the day, 
and then head back out. Little Dominguez 
Canyon has some very cool historical fea-
tures, if you’re willing to do about 7 miles 
of hiking in total. Around 3.5 miles in, a 
homestead from 1911 has been preserved 
by the BLM and offers a fascinating look at 

life over 110 years ago. The house is re-
markably well preserved, and the skele-
tons of old farming equipment are still 
dotted around the property. It’s really 
something worth seeing! The whole of 
Little Dominguez Canyon is beautiful, with 
astounding rock formations throughout, 
and it’s not at all uncommon to see desert 
bighorn sheep roaming along the hillsides. 
 Venturing a little further afield and poten-
tial a little drier for early spring hikes, the 
Lunch Loops are always a crowd favorite. 
Less than 10 minutes from downtown 
Grand Junction, the most accessible trail is 
of course the paved one—the Monument 
Trail runs alongside Monument Road all 
the way from the intersection with Broad-
way up to the Lunch Loops parking lot, 
and in 2024 it will be extended all the way 
up to South Camp Road. 
 If you’d rather get off the pavement and 
onto dirt trails instead, there are numer-
ous possibilities at the Lunch Loops. For 
the very easiest hikes stick close to the 
parking lot on trails like Short and Cranky 
or the Kids Meal Loop. For a more strenu-
ous hike head up Tabeguache for an out 
and back, or take Hop Skip and Jump to 
Big Sister for a short loop, with a few 
steeper parts, but rewarding views. Wher-
ever you hike at Lunch Loops just be sure 
to keep an eye out for mountain bikers 
and dogs, as there are always a fair num-
ber of both on these well-loved local 
trails. 
 Heading up towards the Colorado Nation-
al Monument, a very popular option for a 
short hike is the Devils Kitchen Trail. Note 
that there is an entrance fee required, 
since this is within the Colorado National 
Monument. The trail is just under two 
miles, and it’s an out and back; there is 
some mild elevation gain, but it is very 
approachable for most casual hikers. If 
you make it up the full length of the trail, 
you will be rewarded with beautiful views 
and some really cool rock formations! 
 If you’re looking for a hike with a big pay-
off for your mileage, the Mica Mines Trail 
should rank high on your list of must-dos. 
Another out and back trail, this starts at 
the Bangs Canyon Trailhead up Little Park 
Road, and takes you about 1.3 miles in 

Courtesy photo Christine Freed. 
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and quartz mine. The glittering, shimmer-
ing mica in the rock amphitheater formed 
by the long-closed mining operation is 
sure to be a huge hit with the kids! The 
trail is pretty flat the whole way, so it’s a 
very easy hike for anyone to enjoy. By the 
time you’ve reached the mine and made it 
back to the car, you’ll have hiked about 
2.6 miles on flat terrain, which should be 
approachable for most families.  
 The mine was operated up until the 
1950s, and the mica that they were min-
ing at the time was used for manufactur-
ing paints and electrical insulation, so you 
can build a little history lesson into your 
excursion! 
 One of the coolest hikes in the Grand 
Junction area is the Monument Canyon 
Trail, with the added benefit of getting to 
experience the Colorado National Monu-
ment without having to pay the entry fee 
(remember to leave the dogs at home 
since they aren’t allowed in the Monu-
ment). The parking lot for accessing this 

trail can be found by searching for Monu-
ment Canyon Trailhead, as it enters the 
Colorado National Monument interior, 
rather than taking you along the upper rim 
of the Monument. This one can be a bit of 
a step up in difficulty, being quite a bit 
longer than the other options, but you can 
always turn around part way if you don’t 
want to hike the whole five-mile loop. If 
you do make it all the way, though, the 
payoff is huge—literally! Aside from a high 
likelihood of getting to see some desert 
bighorn sheep, this trail leads, you right up 
to the incredible Independence Monu-
ment rock formation, which towers 450 
feet above the desert floor. This formation 
was first climbed all the way back in 1911 
by John Otto, founder of the Colorado 
National Monument, and shortly there-
after by Beatrice Farnham, to whom Otto 
was briefly married. If you look for a large, 
slightly sloping flat rock a few hundred 
yards northeast of the rock tower, you can 
still faintly see a giant inscription of the 

first line of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, which was carved into the rock by 
Farnham. 
 From the very easiest of hikes, to some-
thing a little more adventurous, but still 
approachable, this should give you a good 
start as you begin planning for some warm 
spring days hiking and enjoying nature 
with your family. Start with something 
easy and work your way up to the longer 
hikes, and before you know it you and 
your kids will be skipping up the most 
beautiful and rewarding trails on the 
Western Slope. Get out there and explore, 
spring is almost here! 
Abram Herman is a board member of the 
Friends of Youth and Nature - a non-profit 
that promotes opportunities for youth and 
families to get outside, experience outdoor 
activities, and explore nature. Follow our 
outdoor news blog and receive monthly 
tips on connecting your children to nature.  
Learn more, visit 
www.friendsofyouthandnature.org  

SPRING HIKES TO GET YOUR KIDS OUTSIDE 
From previous pg 
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Special to the Mirror 
DELTA-The Delta Montrose  Community  Concert Association is pleased to present The Hall 
Sisters, a classic sister ensemble.   The concert is scheduled for Friday, March 17th 2023 at 7 
P.M. at the Delta Performing Arts Center, 822 Grand Avenue in Delta, CO.   Doors open at 6 
p.m. 
 The Hall Sisters have established themselves as one of the up-and-coming acts in the country 
pop genre. While releasing multiple CDs over the last few years their performance schedule 
has brought them to notable venues such as The Grand Ole Opry, Carnegie Hall and the 
Country Music Hall of Fame. The sound of The Hall Sisters is best described as a combination 
of the harmonic prowess of the Eagles and the soulful blend of the Carpenters mixed with 
the energy of country pop! The word synergy defines the quartet in that the combined out-
put of their talents and musicality is greater than the sum of each individual part. A vocal/
instrumental foursome of talented siblings, the Hall Sisters marry stunning harmonies along 
with a brilliance and excellence on their instruments to create an entirely unique sound.  
 Single admission tickets will be available at the door the night of the performance.  
$20 for adults and $5 for students.  

DELTA MONTROSE  COMMUNITY  CONCERT ASSOCIATION PRESENTS THE HALL SISTERS 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

LOWER TEMPERATURES, BIGGER ADVENTURES 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-About 150 Scouts BSA from 
10 different Western Slope communities 
enjoyed a weekend of fun this last week at 
Sylvan Lake State Park. Many activities 
were conducted with the theme being 
Klondikathon (combination of the tradi-
tional Klondike Derby and a Biathlon). The 

Klondike Derby being many camping skill 
stations representing Alaskan gold rush 
towns and the Biathlon has shooting sta-
tions for the Scouts to try their shooting 
skills. Scouts use snowshoes and home-
made dog sleds to traverse the course of 
skill stations. Several Cub Scout packs 
were there as well during the day to learn 

and compete with the older Scouts. 
 The Scouts of the Western Slope are en-
joying our winter weather, learning out-
door skills, and becoming resourceful citi-
zens. 
 Ready, Set, Scout! 
An Access Pass to Amazing Adventures 
Join Today @ scoutingcolorado.org 

http://scoutingcolorado.org
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SAVE THE DATE! LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR 
ONGOING-  
GROUP MINDFUL MEDITATION SESSION to help you sustain and grow your practice with others. Every Wednesday from 6:30-
7:30pm at New Leaf Studio 220 N Stough Ave in Montrose. 
Month of March: SOLES4SOULS PROJECT collecting new, single, and gently worn shoes at Lions Park Community Building, 602 N. 
Nevada, Sundays only from 9:00 am to Noon; 525 N. 5th Street, Weekdays; and Geek Coffee, 2305 S. Townsend Avenue, next to 
DMV, Weekdays, 7 am to 3 pm. Sponsored by the Spiritual Awareness Center, 970-252-0908. 
MONTROSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY meets 1st Wednesday of the month @ Montrose Events Center, 1036 No 7th Street  7 pm   (970) 
249-2085 www.montrosehistory.org 
MONTROSE AREA WOODTURNERS second Saturdays 9 am.  17800 - 6400 Rd in Montrose.  Chapter of the American Association of 
Woodturners.  Information: Al Head 970-209-0981 or aheadaviation@outlook.com 
GREATER MONTROSE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUSINESS AFTER HOURS – Mar. 23, Apr. 27, May 25. 
Schedule a $10 RIDGWAY TRUE GRIT WALKING TOUR of downtown filming sites.  Named readers choice for best historic town 
tour by True West magazine.  Contact evebeckerdoyle@icloud.com  
NEWCOMERS AND NEIGHBORS welcomes adults who are new to Montrose or have been here awhile, who would enjoy learning 
more about the town and area, plus have opportunities to participate in social activities. Meetings are held on the first Wednes-
days of the months September-May. We gather at 10-11:30 am in the downstairs meeting hall of Cedar Creek Church (222 S. Town-
send and S. 3rd). Hope to meet you there! Contact Patti at 951-544-6289 with questions. 
NURSE FAMILY PARTNERSHIP-Breastfeeding Support Group on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month. An infant scale will also 
be available to check your baby's weight. Breastfeeding Support Group (Bring your questions and your family!) Montrose County  
Event Center  (1036 North 7th Street Room 3) 10am - 12pm. Questions? Please call 970-252-5015. 
BINGO EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY at 7pm at the American Legion Post 24 Olathe doors open at 5:30. Sunday Bingo will 
start at 1:30pm after Nov. 6. More info call Tom 970 260 8298. 
FREETHINKERS meet 1st Sunday of the month at 1pm. more info at 970-708-8333.   
THE HEALING COLLECTIVE OF WESTERN COLORADO welcomes local practitioners, who focus on healing the whole being. Meetings 
are on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month and both are from Noon-1 pm, upstairs at the Mother Earth store on Main Street . We 
support one another with our practices, business, and personal needs. For more information please contact Erin Easton at 
ErinKEaston@gmail.com 
THE MONTROSE GENEALOGY CENTER at 700 E. Main St. is now open Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, 1-4 p.m.  or call for an 
appointment:  970-240-1755. Free help and resources for your family history research.”  (The center is sponsored by the non-profit 
organization, Fore-Kin Trails Genealogical Society.)  
MONTROSE FARMERS MARKET SCHEDULE -The market will be open every other Saturday from 10-1 inside the Centennial Meeting 
Room  and on Centennial Plaza from January through April.  
MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month committee meeting; 3rd Tuesday of 
the month Business meeting. Meetings are held at the Hampton Inn conference room at Noon.  
MONTHLY  
Feb. 27-Monday, Feb. 27--1 p.m.--Local archaeologist Charlie Seevers will speak on "Foraging to Farming, 2500 BCE to 600 AD, in 
the American Southwest" at the Warrior Resource Center, 4 Hillcrest Plaza Way.  All are welcome to this event sponsored by the 
Montrose Genealogy Center.  
March 3– Annual Women of Distinction Awards Gala.  Montrose County Event Center from 5:30 – 8:30pm 
March 11-Day long mindful communication workshop teaching deep listening, compassionate understanding, and authentic speech 
so that we can all be heard. 9am-4pm and lunch is included. $100 
March 13-On Monday March 13 at 4:30 Citizens Climate Lobby.org will meet at Montrose library meeting rm. nonpartisan, national 
environmental group progressing on local actions, All Welcome. Info at 970-765-9095 
March 15-16-Housing Resources of Western Colorado invites Montrose and Delta County residents to a free two-hour educational 
night entitled “Homebuyer 101” at MADA (17 N 6th St, Montrose, CO 81401), co-sponsored by NuVista Federal Credit Union, the 
Hispanic Affairs Project and MADA. There will be two sessions, one in English and one in Spanish. The English session will be held 
on March 15 at 5:30 PM and Spanish session will be held on March 16 at 6:45 PM. Childcare and refreshments will be provided at 
both sessions. The course will provide an introduction on preparing for homeownership, community homebuyer resources and 
programs, and what homeownership entails after purchase. 
March 16-Montrose County will host an open house on March 16 about proposed changes to the county’s junk ordinance. The 
open house is at 6pm at the Montrose County Public Works Conference Room (63160 LaSalle Road). Please note that the proposed 
junk ordinance DOES NOT apply to properties zoned as General Agricultural, Commercial, Business or Industrial. The ordinance is 
limited to properties zoned as General Residential, Manufactured Home Park Residential and Multiple Family Residential. 
March 18-Come watch the Fly Fishing Film Tour, eat, drink, and win prizes. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Show starts at 6:30 p.m. $25 in 
advance/$30 at the door. Ticket link: https://flyfilmtour.myeventscenter.com/event/A-Benefit-For-The-Uncompahgre-River-73751 
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Contact the Montrose Mirror: 

970-275-0646 

 Editor@montrosemirror.com 
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Photographer Deb Reimann captured these images at the beautiful 
Colorado National Monument, from top left of Bighorn Sheep, Bal-
anced Rock and Rock Cairns. 

READER PHOTO SPOTLIGHT: DEB REIMANN 
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