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BOCC VOTES TO APPROVE COUNTY HOSPITAL TRANSFER 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-All three members of the Montrose 
Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) were pre-
sent for a brief special meeting on Monday, May 
23. BOCC Chair Keith Caddy opened the meeting 
and welcomed all in attendance. “Nice to see eve-
rybody out today, looks like there’s a lot of people 
from the hospital.” 
 At Caddy’s request, Citizen Jim Anderson led all in 
saying the Pledge of Allegiance. 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
There were no comments heard from the public on 
non-agenda items. 
COUNTY MANAGER 
County Manager Jon Waschbusch had no changes 
to the meeting agenda. 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioners voted unanimously to approve Con-
sent Agenda items as presented. 

THE LAST SQUAD: A SPECIAL MEMORIAL DAY TRIBUTE 

By Bob Cox 
MONTROSE-Memorial Day has evolved over the 
years into much more than was originally intended. 
First known as Decoration Day, the purpose was, 
and still is, intended to remember and honor those 
who put their lives on the line to defend the free-
doms of all people. The towns of Montrose, Paonia, 
Gunnison, Olathe, Delta, Ouray, Hotchkiss and Ce-
daredge have a special legacy related to Memorial 
Day.  
 It begins when Tom Bock took over as Commander 
of the American Legion Colorado headquarters. 
When Bock first entered a storage room at the 
American Legion state headquarters in Denver in 
March of 2007, his goal was to clean up and organ-
ize the years of accumulated clutter.  Bock was an 
unlikely candidate for the seemingly trivial task.  
The previous year he had been 

Continued pg 34 

Commander Vern Glover and Adjutant Billy Da-
vidson of American Legion Post 24 in Olathe stand 
next to the box built by the Last Squad in 1939 to 
honor the last of the veterans of World War I. Tom 
Bock is pictured behind the display. Photo by Bob 
Cox. 

Continued pg 25 

Montrose County Commissioners voted to approve an  
Agreement to transfer all real and personal property 
currently leased to the Montrose Memorial Hospital, 
Inc. Hospital pictured above. 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

16,000

MONTROSE— Montrose Regional Air-
port recently made the difficult decision 
to cancel the 2022 Tribute to Aviation 
event due to ongoing construction. The 
signature event will be returning in the 
fall of 2023. 
 “Tribute is one of our favorite times of 
the year here at the airport and the de-
cision to cancel this year was not easy,” 
said Director of Aviation Lloyd Arnold. 
“The good news is that in 2023, we will 
have more space in the terminal and 
parking areas, making the user experi-
ence even better.” 
 Montrose Regional Airport is undergo-
ing a major renovation and construction 
project to double the size of the existing 
terminal. The project is in progress, but 
unfortunately the construction area lim-
its the space for attendees. For more 
information on the construction, please 
visit flymontrose.com/construction.  
Montrose Regional Airport looks for-
ward to showcasing our new terminal to 
the public during our 2023 Tribute to 
Aviation. 

TRIBUTE TO AVIATION 
CANCELLED FOR 2022, 
LOOKING TO RETURN 

IN 2023 

https://www.montrosefordnissan.com/xtime-schedule-service.htm
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fflymontrose.com%2fconstruction&c=E,1,mJhrNDfmTWCXV1Qpk94aOBIJxz9PCf9VlNw-j0-n1bXARDw2VAoxilyKh_MlEjXNIDd0NKNv65Yx8JOdkdvA0jbWyggoVxl7TIsayORn8js,&typo=1
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Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-The Montrose County Historical Society presents Curtis Martin,CMU professor and researchist,   detailing the Colorado 
Wickiup Project.  He will be reading excerpts from his book on the project.  The program starts at 7 pm. Wednesday, June 1, 2022, 
at Friendship Hall, Pioneer Room on Montrose County Fairgrounds. Admission is free, the public is invited.  Light refreshments may 
be available. Social distancing and COVID procedures are encouraged. 

REGIONAL NEW BRIEFS 

MONTROSE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESENTS CURTIS MARTIN 
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REGIONAL 
NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-The Montrose Amateur Radio 
Club will hold its annual Tailgate Party on 
June 4, 2022 at the Lions Pavilion, Confluence 
Park, Delta from 8AM to 11 AM.  Talk-in fre-
quency for licensed hams is 147.195+ 107.2. 
The Tailgate Party is an opportunity to buy, 
sell, and trade amateur radio equipment and 
socialize with area hams.  Those interested in 
ham radio can learn more about the hobby 
and pick up some good equipment at a bar-
gain price. 
 According to Steve Schroder, the event coor-
dinator, “This is a great opportunity for old 
and new hams to get together.  Recently sev-
eral new hams have gotten their first licenses 
and now need to acquire some radio equip-
ment at good prices.  Older hams always 
have excess equipment that they no longer 
need available to fill this need. We will also 
have a fabulous, door prizes that include gift 
cards for Ham Radio Outlet.” There is no cost 
for admittance.  Everyone is automatically 
entered for the door prize. Tables for sellers 
are available for five dollars a table.  You 
must be present to win the door prize.  For 
more information contact Steve Schroder at 
970-201-5997. 

HAM RADIO CLUB 
 SPONSORS TAILGATE PARTY 

mailto:hollymontroserealtor@gmail.com
http://www.montroselibrary.org/
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DMEA CEO NOTES JOINT ACCOUNT BALLOT SIGNATURE ISSUE, APOLOGIZES FOR ANY CONFUSION 

By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE-Regular Meeting: The May 24 
Delta Montrose Electric Association 
(DMEA) Board of Directors meeting, held 
in the Black Canyon Board Room, was 
called to order at 3p.m. With the excep-
tion of Stacia Cannon, all board members 
were present. Guests were Mike Atwood, 
District 3 candidate for the DMEA board, 
and Kent Cloward.  
  DMEA co-op members are afforded an 
opportunity to speak during the time for 
Member Comments, which for this 
meeting was scheduled for 5 p.m. There 
were no member comments.    
  During meetings the board of directors 
hears verbal summary reports of their 
monthly meetings and activities; however, 
neither the co-op membership nor the 
media have access to the written reports 
submitted for board approval.  
  The call to order was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the opening meeting 
prayer, determination of a quorum, and 
approval of the consent agenda 
(Membership Report and Minutes from 
the April Regular Meeting). Jacob Gray 
noted a clarification in the March minutes 
concerning planning.   
Board Committee Reports: 
Finance-Audit-Rate Committee (FAR) – 
Ken Watson, Chair. 
 Watson said, “We met on May 17th. All 
the committee members were present 
and there was good participation from 
staff. There were no major findings from 
the audit. Recommend board approval. 
We talked about auditor relationships and 
reviewing. Staff recommended an RFP 
(Request for Proposal) for the 2023 audit. 
The RFP would come after tax returns are 
filed in August.” Other housekeeping top-
ics covered in the FAR committee included 
operational changes to bank accounts for 
fraud protection and the filing a tax form 
from 2018. Watson said, “The tax form 
needed to be filed, but there were no pen-
alties.” 
 Updating the board on Elevate, Watson 
said, “Elevate will not be paying income 
tax any time soon. We don’t see a time in 

the next several years where we need to 
budget for income tax payments.”  
Engineering – Construction – Energy Ser-
vices Committee – Stacia Cannon, Chair.  
 In the absence of Cannon, Jock Fleming 
reported, “We did not meet. Nothing to 
report.” 
Member Relations Committee – Bill 
Patterson, Chair.  
 Patterson said, “We did not meet.”   
CoBank Sharing Success Grant  
 The $10,000 CoBank Sharing Success 
Grant is a dollar-for-dollar matching grant. 
CEO Alyssa Roberts said, “We can donate 
to an organization today. The board needs 
to allocate where the money goes. I 
reached out to the Montrose Community 
Foundation for recommendations.” 
 Kevin Williams said, “My question, can we 
encourage them [receiving organizations]; 
speak to them that it [grant money] goes 
to their caseloads in our service area? Use 
the money to go to people served in our 
territory.” 
 Following discussion on the list of recom-

mendations the board selected Dolphin 
House, Dream Catchers, and CASA as the 
recipients for the grant. Each organization 
will receive a total of $6,600.  
Scholarship Program Updates  
 Executive Assistant Amy Taylor reminded 
board members about the [high school] 
scholarship baskets which board members 
would personally deliver to recipients. The 
deadline for delivering the baskets is the 
end of June.   
 Roberts said, “Feedback on the scholar-
ship awards is that [in the future] we leave 
out the element of test scores [SAT] and 
go GPA based. It will give us a larger pool 
of applicants. Test scores are limiting in 
our area.” 
Executive Committee – Kyle Martinez, 
Chair.  
 Martinez said, “The Executive Committee 
has not met. We completed the strategy 
planning last month and will have a draft 
to approve in July.”    
Non-Privileged CEO Report – Alyssa Rob-
erts, CEO. 

With the exception of North Region Representative Stacia Cannon, all members of the Board 
of Directors attended the May 24 Delta Montrose Electric Association (DMEA) regular board 
meeting. (Far left Board President Kyle Martinez, far right Alyssa Roberts, CEO). Photo by 
Gail Marvel. 
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 Roberts reported on NASH Training, a 
program from NASH Consulting which is 
designed to equip leaders, engage em-
ployees, and improve organizations. 
 Roberts touched briefly on the recent 
lineman appreciation event and the Wild-
fire and Safety Prevention Summit. She 
said, “It looks like this will be another dry, 
hot summer. It’s really early to be seeing 
Red Flag days.” 
 Two department head positions, Chief 
Relations Officer and Chief Information 
Officer, have been filled; however, those 
names have not yet been released. 
Background: 
 Last week DMEA co-op members began 
receiving their 2022 Board of Director 
ballots in the mail. A number of bullet 
points on the verification envelope give 
specific instructions on how to “Make 
your vote count”. The final bullet point 
states, “The member signature on this 
envelope must match the name listed in 
the address below.” However, in the case 
of joint account holders, it was only the 
head of the household whose name ap-
peared on the signature address, indi-
cating it is only the husband who was eligi-

ble to cast the ballot.  
 Roberts said, “There was an issue with 
ballots that went out for joint accounts. 
That system was lost [last year’s cyber-
attack] and we pulled in the first name on 
the joint accounts. We talked to them 
[Survey & Ballot Systems (SBS)] on Mon-
day and both joint account signatures will 
be accepted.” 
 There are 29,000 DMEA accounts, of 
which 4,100 are joint accounts. Roberts 
said, “There is a process in place to see 
that this doesn’t happen in the future.” 
 DMEA will not reissue ballots; however, 
they will target the joint account holders 
(i.e., email, letters) specifically and assure 
them that their ballot will be valid if 
signed by either party on the account. She 
said, “Every vote will count. We apologize 
for any confusion.” 
Financial Report with Variance Report – 
Gayle Gouker, CFO. 
 Gouker highlighted some areas of the 
written report and spreadsheet. She said, 
“Revenue YTD is $19.8 M. Operations and 
Maintenance is $3.6 M. Short-term lines 
of credit were paid down with long-term 
debt.” 
Non-Privileged Legal Report – Jeff Hurd, 
Attorney. 
 Hurd said, “There is good news on the 
federal front, the transmission dispute. 
The lawsuit is settled and we anticipate it 
will be dismissed since there is a settle-
ment.” Including interest, DMEA will re-
ceive $2.13 M from Tri State for improper-
ly charging on the cost of transmission. 
Hurd said, “It is a good result and a posi-
tive for DMEA. We’ve also worked on 
easements, contracts, fiber network 
agreements, and general corporate 
matters.” 
Representative Reports  
Western United Electrical Supply (WUES) 
Report – Jock Fleming. 
 Fleming said, “We didn’t meet. Actually, 
we met by zoom. I sent out the last 
month’s financials. It was another record 
month. That’s my report.” 
  Williams asked about the big backlog in 
orders. Fleming said, “Part is the supply 
chain. [Early on] they [told customers], 
“tell us what you are going to need for the 
next year”. Their inventory is doubled and 

listed as a backlog, but they know what 
will be needed in August.”  
Colorado Rural Electric Association 
(CREA) Report – Damon Lockhart. 
 Lockhart said, “We did meet virtually 
April 29th. Nothing super fancy there. I 
sent you the full set of notes that you can 
read at your leisure. The legislative session 
is over. We’ve got a lot better representa-
tion than in past times. They are very, very 
active. They testified on 33 bills that affect 
co-ops. A quarter of our time was on legis-
lative issues.” CREA will send a team, 
which includes four Colorado linemen, to 
Guatemala to electrify a village that has 
never seen power before.  
Conference, Webinar, etc. Attendance 
Reports  
 Brief reports on the board’s continuing 
education opportunities were given by 
Fleming, Patterson, Roberts, and Enno 
Heuscher. 
Unclaimed Capital Credit Fund Balance  
Executive Assistant Amy Taylor gave a 
brief update on the Unclaimed Capital 
Credit Fund Balance. The current fund, 
which totals $10,000, is held in a specific 
account that gains interest. Taylor said, 
“We’ve had no individual requests lately. 
The fair is in July and August [DMEA pur-
chases 4-H animals].”   
Future Meetings  
June 16 – the annual meeting 
June 20 – Board organization following the 
election  
June 28 – regular board meeting 
Executive Session  
-Privileged CEO Report  
-Privileged Legal Reports: Corporate, Liti-
gation, and Regulatory Matters  
-2021 Audit Review  
-Audit Firm Relationship Review  
Executive Session Summary – Executive 
Assistant Amy Taylor 
 In an email Taylor summarized the execu-
tive session:  
 “At 4:33 p.m. upon motion from Director 
Watson, seconded by Director Gray, the 
board unanimously voted to go into exec-
utive session to review a privileged CEO 
report; receive a privileged legal report 
regarding corporate, litigation, and regula-
tory matters; review the 2021 audit; and 
discuss the audit firm relationship. 

Delta Montrose Electric Association (DMEA) 
members have begun receiving their 2022 
Board of Director ballots in the mail. Instruc-
tions on how to vote noted that the signa-
ture on the envelope must match the name 
listed in the address. However, for 4,100 
joint account holders, only one name ap-
peared on the envelope. Survey & Ballot 
Systems (SBS) of Eden Prairie, MN, the com-
pany contracted by DMEA to handle the 
election, has been contacted and they will 
insure either signature on a joint account 
will be considered valid. CEO Alyssa Roberts 
said, “Every vote will count. We apologize 
for any confusion.” Photo by Gail Marvel. 

DMEA CEO NOTES JOINT ACCOUNT BALLOT SIGNATURE ISSUE, APOLOGIZES FOR ANY CONFUSION 
From previous pg 
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 “At 6:20 p.m., upon motion from Director 
Watson, seconded by Director Williams, 
the board unanimously exited executive 
session.  
 Upon motion from Director Watson, se-
conded by Director Fleming, the board 
accepted the 2021 audit results as pre-
sented.  The board tabled a vote on the 
audit firm relationship to a future 
meeting. With no further business to dis-

cuss, the board adjourned the meeting at 
6:21 p.m.” 
Dist. 1 - Bill Patterson, 970-209-1449, 
bpatterson@montrose.net 
Dist. 2 - Kyle Martinez, 970-615-7124, 
kyle@touchofcarepcp.com 
Dist. 3 – Jacob Gray, 970-778-9512, ja-
cob.gray@dmea.com 
Dist. 4 - Ken Watson, 970-275-2100, ken-
nethrwatson@gmail.com 

Dist. 5 – Kevin Williams, 406-839-1603, 
kevin.williams@dmea.com 
Dist. 6 - Damon Lockhart, 970-314-1071, 
damon.lockhart@dmea.com 
Dist. 7 – Enno Heuscher, 970-270-
6523,  enno.heuscher@dmea.com 
Dist. 8 - (North Region) Stacia Cannon, 920
-207-8831, stacia.cannon@dmea.com 
Dist. 9 - (South Region) Jock Fleming, 970-
275-1808, jock.fleming@dmea.com  

DMEA CEO NOTES JOINT ACCOUNT BALLOT SIGNATURE ISSUE, APOLOGIZES FOR ANY CONFUSION 
From previous pg 
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COMPLY WITH STATE REGULATIONS BEFORE STOCKING FISH 

Special to the Mirror 
GUNNISON, Colo. – Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife would like to remind pond owners 
that all fish stocking in Western Colorado 
must comply with state regulations which 
requires a valid stocking permit or license 
from CPW. The only exception is for li-
censed aquaculture facilities stocking 
salmonids. 
 To protect sport fisheries and native fish-
es of Western Colorado, it is the landown-
er’s responsibility to meet all state regula-
tions prior to stocking.  
 Stocking Western Slope waters with any 
fish species may be restricted according 
to  regulations concerned with the preser-
vation of native and endangered fishes in 
the upper Colorado River basin. The upper 
Colorado River basin includes the Dolores, 
Green, Yampa, White, Colorado and Gun-
nison sub-basins. 
 These restrictions may require the con-
struction of a berm and/or installation of 
an inlet/outlet screen. Additionally, the 
stocking of triploid grass carp in the Rio 
Grande and San Juan river basins requires 
installation of an inlet/outlet screen prior 
to stocking. 
 The West Slope Fish Stocking Application 
is available online at www.cpwshop.com 
under the “Special License Application” 
catalog. There is no cost for submitting the 
application. 
 For more information on special applica-
tions, go to: https://cpw.state.co.us/
aboutus/Pages/SWL-Applications.aspx. 
 For questions, contact Kendall Bakich at 
970-947-2924  

mailto:aaatwood@sbcglobal.net
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=3b7080260b&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=01b77f54f1&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=01b77f54f1&e=3946b27145
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Dear Editor: 
I am writing to encourage your readers to 
vote Jacob Gray for DMEA Board of Direc-
tors.  I first met Jacob and his wife Sharon 
at a workshop for local farmers here in 
Montrose.  Over the years, I’ve seen Jacob 
effectively engage in policy and govern-
ance, take the time to understand the 
nuances of issues and working through 

complex details and red tape to make real 
change happen on the ground.  For exam-
ple, Jake worked to change poultry laws in 
Colorado to improve regulations for small, 
independent growers who were previous-
ly held to the same standards as big agri-
businesses like Tyson. But he didn’t stop 
there.  He stepped up to sit on the Colora-
do Department of Agriculture’s rule mak-

ing advisory committee to morph that 
poultry law into workable policy.  This has 
improved economic opportunities for pro-
ducers across the state and increased the 
options available to consumers like me, 
who want healthy, local food.  This work 
takes patience, collaboration, and solid 
communication, leadership traits I know 
Jacob will bring to the DMEA Board of 
Directors.  Keep an eye out for your DMEA 
ballot and vote for Jacob Gray! 
Robin Lewis, Montrose 

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR YOUR DMEA BALLOT AND VOTE FOR JACOB GRAY! 

http://www.expresspros.com/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL:LETTERS 

COULD THE HOSPITAL HAVE BEEN SOLD TO AN EXPERIENCED MEDICAL  
MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATION AND THE PROCEEDS BE USED FOR THE NEW JAIL? 

Dear Editor, 
Well folks, unfortunately, by the time my 
last letter to the editor was published on 
May 23rd, the Board of Trustees had al-
ready given the hospital away the week 
before, for FREE! 
 As a former member of the Board of Trus-
tees of Montrose Memorial Hospital, I was 
personally involved in both the passage of 
a State Law to allow an existing federal 
law to be enforced by the Colorado Attor-
ney General and obtaining the assistance 
of Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment to bring to an end to an 
illegal practice by Montrose Memorial 
Hospital, Inc. This doesn't make me smart 
or famous, it just makes me concerned for 
the medical needs of Montrose citizens, 
and performing the duty to the public I 
swore and Oath for, evidently more than 
the current County Commissioners. 
 There are so many questions that should 
have been asked, that will remain forever 
a stigma on this transaction, and this 
Board of County Commissioners. The first 
question is; Why? If $36,000 in lease pay-
ments to the Board Of Trustees was going 
to make or break the hospital, then new 
oversight should have been sought rather 
than giving it away to the people that 
wanted to break free of the County's over-
sight. 
 Any other transaction of this magnitude, 
estimated to be in excess of $50,000,000, 
would have required a Request For Pro-
posal, RFP. Hospitals are bought and sold 
all the time, how will we ever know if the 
people who couldn't manage the hospital 
under county oversight are the best solu-
tion for providing health care to the citi-
zens of Montrose County? Could the hos-

pital have been sold to an experienced 
medical management organization and 
the proceeds be used for the new jail? 
 Did the County Commissioners clearly 
explain to the public that transferring the 
hospital and eliminating the Board of Trus-
tees thus prevents the Trustees from certi-
fying a Mill Levy to provide additional 
funding to the hospital, as voted for by the 
land owners in 1946? It is estimated a Mill 
Levy Certification would have provided 
$650,600 for the hospital last year alone, 
BUT, the County Commissioners would 
have to trim that amount out of the coun-
ty budget! A good estimation of the funds 
that should have gone to the hospital but 
were used by County Commissioners over 
the years is in excess of $10,000,000! 
 Can anybody see a “Conflict of Interest” 
here? Is there an “appearance of impro-
priety” 
 The citizens of Delta County just approved 
a stand alone Sales Tax estimated to pro-
vide around $2,700,000 in funding for 
their hospital. Delta Health is a Hospital 
District and statutorily authorized to place 
a sales tax question on the ballot. Delta 
Health is not managed by some high-
priced outside management firm, like 
Montrose Hospital, nope, an extremely 
knowledgeable CEO and a publicly elected 
Board of Directors manage their hospital. 
 Here is a head scratcher; if giving away 
the hospital was such a great idea, why 
did Commissioner Sue Hansen misrepre-
sent, some folks call that a lie, to the pub-
lic that the former County Commissioners 
talked about selling the hospital? I guess it 
would be just too dad gum difficult to pick 
up the phone and call one of the prior 
County Commissioners and ask them if 

they discussed selling the hospital. But 
then again, the misrepresentation, lie, 
added credibility to the giving the hospital 
away. Did I happen to mention for FREE? 
 At the risk of sharing the response from 
the county attorney which may be “strictly 
prohibited and may be unlawful” 
attached is the official response from the 
county as to the origin of the former coun-
ty commissioners wanting to sell the hos-
pital. I guess one good 
“misrepresentation” is a good as another, 
emphasis added! 
 So, what is the duty of an employees, 
county attorney, and elected officials, 
County Commissioners? This is what their 
duty is supposed to be: “The holding of 
public office or employment is a public 
trust, created by the confidence which the 
electorate reposes in the integrity of public 
officers, members of the general assembly, 
local government officials, and employees. 
A public officer, member of the general 
assembly, local government official, or 
employee shall carry out his duties for the 
benefit of the people of the state.” empha-
sis added! 
 I find it somewhat interesting that the 
primary Republican elected officials in 
Montrose County, the County Commis-
sioners, have provided such stellar leader-
ship and “ created by the confidence which 
the electorate reposes in the integrity of 
public officers” to the citizens of Montrose 
County, that enough Republicans have 
changed their party affiliation to the point 
that the people registered as 
“Independent” now outnumbers the Re-
publicans. 
Good job guys! 
Richard Harding, Former Board of Trustee 

http://montrosemirror.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/CORA-Response-Letter-Harding-2.pdf
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

CASUAL FOR A CAUSE HELPS HOSPITAL CAREGIVERS SUPPORT EACH OTHER 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE– To raise funds for employees 
unable to work, caregivers at Montrose 
Regional Health banded together to estab-
lish the Casual for a Cause program – al-
lowing employees to wear jeans on payroll 
Fridays in exchange for donations to the 
fund. 
 The idea came from an employee-led 
hospital committee when the Friends & 
Family Fund was found to be low on sup-
ply. The fund helps pay for employees’ 
lost wages when they are unable to work 
due to a qualifying catastrophic event and 

lack paid time off. The fund has helped 14 
caregivers at the hospital make ends meet 
when they need it most. 
 “It’s not easy to ask for help- especially 
financial help,” says Mollie Marsyla, Pay-
roll Administrator and co-chair of the hos-
pital’s Recruitment & Retention Com-
mittee, which helped develop the pro-
gram. “This fund says that our fellow care-
givers care enough to give a little to help 
each other out, no matter who you are.” 
 Participants must donate at least $3.00 
per payday and abide by program rules – 
such as wearing the Casual for a Cause pin 

to notify patients and wearing only appro-
priate jeans. The hospital seeks to main-
tain a professional environment while also 
supporting caregivers. 
 Montrose Regional Health’s vision in-
cludes being the healthcare employer of 
choice, which includes employee-led initi-
atives to assess caregiver needs and cre-
ate a supportive environment for caregiv-
ers. Earlier this year, the hospital was 
named a Best-in-Class Employer by Gal-
lagher – which found the hospital excels in 
optimizing employee and organizational 
wellbeing. 

HAMS TO PUT USS MONTROSE MEMORIAL, ON THE AIR 
Special to the Mirror 
REGIONAL-Amateur radio operators from 
the Montrose Amateur Radio Club is par-
ticipating in the Museum Ships Weekend 
amateur radio event by putting the USS 
Montrose Memorial on the air.  Members 
of the club will operate an amateur radio 
station from near the ships memorial on 
South First Street, Montrose on June 4 
and 5, 2022 as part of the world-wide 
event sponsored by the Battleship New 
Jersey Amateur Radio Station.  This is the 
fourth year that the USSS Montrose Me-
morial will participate in this event. 

 The event encourages ham radio opera-
tors around the world to contact as many 
of the participating museum ships as pos-
sible, learn the history of the ships con-
tacted, and commemorate both the ships 
and those who served upon them.   
 There are currently over 70 ships from 
around the world participating in the 
event. 
 The USS Montrose Memorial, consisting 
of the ship's bell and an interpretative 
plaque, is located adjacent to the Mont-
rose City Hall.  The amateur radio station 
will be located on the street near the me-

morial and just west of the Montrose Po-
lice Department. 
 The public is encouraged to visit the sta-
tion during the day Saturday and Sun-
day.  There will be an opportunity to learn 
about the USS Montrose, its history of 
service during World War II, Korea, and 
Vietnam, and to see amateur radio in op-
eration. 
 For additional information contact Lew 
French, 970-417-6142, visit 
www.nj2bb.org/museum or visit the 
Montrose Amateur Radio Club on Face-
book.  

http://www.nj2bb.org/museum
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

COUNTY APPROVES TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO MONTROSE REGIONAL HEALTH 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE—On May 23, the Montrose 
Board of County Commissioners voted 3-0 
to transfer the real property of 800 South 
3rd Street and associated hospital proper-
ties to Montrose Regional Health. This 
decision follows two public work sessions 
in both April and May.  
 “I continue to believe this decision was 
made in the best interest of the taxpayers 
and the long term interests of the com-
munity hospital,” said Commissioner Sue 
Hansen. “When you are looking at wheth-
er or not to potentially burden the taxpay-
ers or stifle future healthcare growth, the 
choice was clear. We  have all seen the 
importance of high-quality and reliable 
healthcare through the pandemic and we 
know that accessing affordable, quality 
care is a priority for our residents. I would 
like to thank and recognize our board of 

trustees for their dedicated service to the 
community.” 
 “This decision is the result of a positive, 
collaborative relationship between the 
county and the hospital,” said Dr. Kjersten 
Davis, Montrose Regional Health Chair of 
the Board of Directors. “The new relation-
ship will benefit the county, the hospital, 
the county taxpayers and the hospital 
patients.  
 Both the county and the hospital will be 
able to operate independently, but with 
the support of the each other.” 
 The agreement includes a 38 year option-
al reverter clause that would allow the 
commissioners to take ownership of the 
property if the hospital were to cease op-
erating as a non-profit. Additionally, the 
agreement allows the board of county 
commissioners to appoint two board rep-
resentatives to the Montrose Regional 

Hospital board. There is currently no 
county representation on the board. The 
addition of the county appointed seats 
increases public input into hospital opera-
tions.   
 On May 16, the county hospital board of 
trustees unanimously voted to approve 
the agreement and signed the contract. As 
the property will be transferred to the 
hospital, the board of trustees will be dis-
solved. 
 To see the resolution, please visit: 
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/
MetaViewer.php?
view_id=2&event_id=889&meta_id=9915
8 
To view the agreement, please visit: 
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/
MetaViewer.php?
view_id=2&event_id=889&meta_id=9916
0 

CITY ANNOUNCES MEMORIAL DAY CLOSURES 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE— The City of Montrose will 
close its offices in observance of Memorial 
Day on Monday, May 30. City Hall, the 
Downtown Visitor Center, Municipal 
Court, Animal Shelter, Montrose Pavilion, 
and Public Works will all close in ob-
servance of the holiday. 
 Police Department offices, operating 
from City Hall due to construction, will be 
closed, however, officers will be on duty 
and responding to calls.  

 The Black Canyon Golf Course will be 
open. The Rusty Putter restaurant located 
at the golf course will be closed, however, 
the snack bar will be open.  
 City residential trash customers who 
would normally receive service on Mon-
day, May 30, will instead be served on 
Tuesday, May 31, and Wednesday, June 1. 
Monday customers located south of San 
Juan Avenue will be served Tuesday, May 
31.  
 Monday customers residing north of San 

Juan Avenue will be served Wednesday, 
June 1.   
 Recycling customers who would normally 
receive collection service Monday, May 
30, will instead be served Friday, June 3. 
For more information, contact City Hall at 
240-1400 or visit CityOfMontrose.org/
Holiday. 
 Residents with questions about route 
adjustments are encouraged to call City 
Hall at 970.240.1400 or visit CityofMont-
rose.org/Trash. 

https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=889&meta_id=99158
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=889&meta_id=99158
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=889&meta_id=99158
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=889&meta_id=99158
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=889&meta_id=99160
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=889&meta_id=99160
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=889&meta_id=99160
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&event_id=889&meta_id=99160
http://www.CityOfMontrose.org/Holiday
http://www.CityOfMontrose.org/Holiday
http://www.CityofMontrose.org/Trash
http://www.CityofMontrose.org/Trash
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

BOAT RAMP TO OPEN FRIDAY AT PAONIA STATE PARK 

Special to the Mirror 
PAONIA – The boat ramp at Paonia State 
Park will open Friday, May 27 ahead of 
Memorial Day weekend. 
 The narrow, 334-surface acre reservoir at 
Paonia State Park is excellent for water 
skiing and wakeboarding and features 
stunning views of the Ragged Mountains.  
Park Ranger Scott Rist said the reservoir is 
full, and the park is ready to welcome 
boaters to the ramp from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
daily this summer beginning Friday. 
 “This year, the snowpack was pretty good 
above the reservoir, and we hope to stay 
open for motorized boating into August 
this year,” Rist said. 
 Along with recreational boating and jet 
skiing, Paonia State Park offers fishing 
opportunities for northern pike and trout. 
 While the boating season at Paonia is 
another signal of summer’s arrival, CPW 
reminds visitors the water is still cold in 
the low 60-degree range and can present 
danger.  
 There have already been four drowning 
deaths in the state of Colorado this year, 
including the most recent Sunday at near-
by Confluence Lake in Delta. 
 “The water is still cold, and hypothermia 
kicks in very quickly,” said Rist. “It can be 
deceiving when it's 80 degrees outside, 
but the water is still cold and people really 
need to use caution and have the proper 
gear when recreating in the water.” 
 CPW advises the following boating safety 
tips:  
Check your equipment and the weather 
Wear a life vest 
Attend a Boating Safety Class in Colorado 
Get a safety inspection on your vessel 

Review navigation techniques 
Learn what to do in the event of an acci-
dent 
Boat sober: Alcohol use is the leading con-
tributing factor in recreational boating 
deaths.  
 Boaters must be sure their boats are 
clean, drained and dried before going to 
the aquatic nuisance species (ANS) inspec-
tion station at the park. Boaters with a 
green seal are responsible for presenting 
their receipt. 
There is not a decontamination station at 
Paonia State Park. Boats discovered to 
have ANS can undergo decontamination 
at Crawford State Park, located a little less 

than an hour southwest of Paonia State 
Park. 
For more information on ANS, review the 
Boater’s Guide to ANS Inspections. 
Paonia State Park is located in Gunnison 
County 17 miles northeast of the town of 
Paonia along Highway 133. The 1,523-acre 
park is also popular for camping and pho-
tographers interested in capturing wildlife 
and wildflowers. For more information on 
Paonia State Park, go to: https://
cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/
Paonia.Campsite reservations can be 
made through the Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife website at: http://
cpw.state.co.us.  

Paonia State Park is a popular water skiing and wakeboarding destination. The long, narrow 
reservoir allows up to two miles of recreation before having to turn the boat around. Dustin 
Doskocil/CPW  

https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=a576eceaba&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=6d13495908&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=6d13495908&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=12f495e63f&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=44c5cb9237&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=787a0ecc5e&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=31f48a03f2&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=adc8432e73&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=ab8b579c9e&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=ab8b579c9e&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=a32ba6ae5c&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=a32ba6ae5c&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=a32ba6ae5c&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=e05486cdd4&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=80bbc24826&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=028f00a23a&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=028f00a23a&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=028f00a23a&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=2f849c9afa&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=2f849c9afa&e=3946b27145
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Special to the Mirror 
SAN MIGUEL COUNTY – The San Miguel 
Sheriff’s Office is conducting an investiga-
tion with the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) and the Colorado U.S. Attorney’s 
Office of threats made by Bryan Randolph 
Cornwell, age 39, of Norwood.  
 Mr. Cornwell was arrested by Sheriff’s 
Deputies under a federal warrant Friday 
and charged by criminal complaint with 
making threats by means of explosives. 
 According to the arrest affidavit, Mr. 
Cornwell was contacted as a person of 
interest during an investigation of an un-
attended death of a Norwood woman in 
February. Since then, the Sheriff’s Office 
observed and reported that Mr. Cornwell 
became increasingly agitated and alleged-
ly sent threatening text messages to one 

of the investigators threatening to “blow 
up” the Norwood Sheriff’s Office and two 
other local Norwood businesses. 
 Sheriff Bill Masters said there is no cur-
rent threat to public safety. “We appreci-
ate the FBI’s swift action to detain Mr. 
Cornwell on these serious charges.” 
 Mr. Cornwell is a former Telluride ski pa-
troller and handled explosives under su-
pervision for avalanche control and miti-
gation. Telski told investigators that since 
his termination in February 2021, Mr. 
Cornwell has not had any access to its 
explosives.  
 Mr. Cornwell was released Monday, May 
23rd from the San Miguel County Jail and 
taken into custody by federal agents. He 
made his appearance in federal court in 
Grand Junction that day where he was 

apprised of the charges pending against 
him. 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Bryan Randolph Cornwell. Courtesy photo. 

LOCAL MAN FACES FEDERAL CHARGES FOR EXPLOSIVE THREATS 

mailto:michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com
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Division and gridlock or 
bi-partisan solutions? 
 
 
 It’s your choice. 
 
 
 
 This June, vote to reject political extremism. 
 
 

 
  
 

  
 Restorethebalance.org   
 
  
 
 
 
 

Paid for by Restore the Balance  

http://www.restorethebalance.org
http://www.restorethebalance.org
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http://www.restorethebalance.org
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

WE HAVE GIVEN LAUREN BOEBERT ALMOST TWO YEARS TO DELIVER 

Editor: 
Face it folks, we have given Lauren Boebert almost two years to deliver for the 3rd District of Colorado.  So far we have gotten 
nothing for the generous salary we are paying, nothing except politics as performance art.  She has failed to bring any bills to vote, 
merely tagging onto the work of colleagues while attempting to take the credit.  Ms. Boebert has repeatedly shown her callous-
ness multiple times, most recently with her no votes on the Access to Baby Formula bills.  This on top of her heartless votes 
against veterans, her no votes on the National Defense Authorization Act which included pay raises and parental leave for service 
members and the Honoring OUR PACT Act to support vets dying from exposure to toxic burn pits just days after heckling President 
Biden during the State of the Union address while he was speaking on the death of his son for this very issue.  Look a little further 
at her voting record, does she support children suffering from birth defects or developmental disorders?  Nope, voted against the 
Improving the Health of Children Act and the National Bone Marrow Registry. How about seniors? Nope not here either, voted 
against protecting seniors from scams and the Protecting Senior Workers Against Discrimination Bill.  We cannot fall for the enter-
tainment factor Ms. Boebert loves to provide us with a second time around. I am embarrassed for our District and ready to elect 
someone who will actually get some work done for the voters. 
Pamela Rule, Montrose 

mailto:lesliegorerealtor@gmail.com
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
REGIONAL-Health Links is a program that champions 
health and safety at work. They provide Healthy Work-
place Certification™ and help organizations and their 
team members achieve Total Worker Health®. 
 Ariel is pleased to announce that for the 7th year we 
have achieved the status of Healthy Workplace.  Ariel 
prides itself on affording our employees healthy oppor-
tunities and choices with exciting events throughout the 
year.   
 “Congratulations on being recognized as a Healthy 
Workplace with Health Links™! Ariel Clinical Services 
continues to demonstrate a strong commitment to en-
suring the health, safety, and well-being of employees.” 
David Shapiro, Program Manager Health Links™ | Center 
for Health, Work & Environment 
Colorado School of Public Health | CU Anschutz Medical 
Campus 

ARIEL RECOGNIZED AS A HEALTHY 
WORKPLACE BY HEALTH LINKS 

http://www.ourtownmatters.net/
mailto:michelleklippertrealtor@gmail.com
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National Commander of the American 
Legion. 
 On the day Bock began his duties there 
were five veterans of World War 1 left in 
the United States.  Now they have all 
passed. That fact adds a certain hyperm-
nesia to what Bock found in a dark corner 
of the storeroom.  But the story does not 
begin in the storeroom. 
 The story begins in 1939 when a com-
mittee was appointed from the ranks of 
the several American Legion posts within 
the, then designated, District 14.  The 
committee was charged to “consider the 
advisability of forming a Last Squad Club 
among the several posts.”  On March 1, 
1939 the committee presented their re-
port and endorsed the idea unanimously.  
Their report became the charter docu-
ment for the Last Squad Club and directed 
that all the veterans of World War 1 who 
were members of the various posts would 
be eligible for immediate membership 
upon the payment of 25 cents and that, 
thereafter, membership to the club would 
be closed.  
 On July 20, 1939 the club was formally 
organized with more than 300 members.  
It was closed to membership on the same 
day, with the directives of the charter doc-
ument being followed judiciously.  In the 
second paragraph of the charter, the com-
mittee wrote, “Like all mankind, the Le-
gion as an organization, is mortal and its 
years of life are numbered…” After all, 
these veterans had fought in the “war to 
end all wars.”  In order to recognize that 
poignant statement, the following man-
date was made:  “The last Squad Club will 
purchase or secure two bottles of liquor 
appropriate for the occasion, and said 
liquor shall be sealed in a glass container, 
with a list of the Last Squad Club mem-
bers and a copy of this report.”  The char-
ter report further mandated:  “The last 
eight surviving men of the Last Squad 
Club shall open the glass container and 
remove therefrom (sic) the two bottles of 
liquor, and with appropriate ceremonies, 
drink to the memory of Comrades who 
have preceded them in death.” 
 The Last Squad Club was formed in Mont-
rose.  Every year following the 1939 or-
ganizational meeting the club rotated 

their annual meetings to the various 
towns within the district.  At each annual 
meeting a gold star was placed next to the 
names of those who had died during the 
previous year, and the year of the meeting 
was embroidered on the club banner be-
neath the appropriate town name. 
 And so it went, each year the numbers 
dwindling; each year the whiskey getting 
older; each year the number of gold stars 
were increasing, until 1982. 
 By July of 1982 the prerequisite number 
of eight members was reached.  The 
meeting was once again held in Montrose.  
The final squad consisted of Terry Fair-
brother (Montrose), Verne Stong 
(Montrose), Leslie Beall (Hotchkiss), Henry 
Kraai (Crawford), M. W. Standish (Delta), 
Melvin Penfield (Hotchkiss), Charles Ben-
nett (Olathe) and Earl Tyler (Cedaredge).  
Also attending was Charles Hoschouer, 
who was not actually a member because 
he came to the area after the membership 
was closed.  He did, however, attend most 
of the annual meetings. 
 Terry Fairbrother chaired the last 
meeting.  The bottles of liquor were dis-
played, but not opened.  Fairbrother, in 
part, said, “...fearing that the aged liquor 
in our glass case may prove to be too 
much for oldsters the likes of us, we have 
decided to make our toast with a later 
vintage wine and decide the fate of the 
whiskey during the official business 
meeting…” 
 Fairbrother and his comrades raised their 
glasses.  A portion of the toast, preserved 
for posterity, goes:  This moment is sacred 
with the almost visible presence of the 
ones who have gone before.  We come to 
honor the memory of ones who offered 
their lives in the service of their country; 
who have enrolled in that Great Spirit 
army whose footfalls cause no sound.  
But in our memory their souls go march-
ing on.  Proud we remember their service 
in time of war.  Because of them our lives 
are free; because of them our nation 
lives; because of them the world is 
blessed. 
 At the meeting following the toast, the 
Last Squad Club was officially disbanded.  
The last eight members ordered that the 
case containing the whiskey, along with all 

the documentation of the club and the 
club banner be transported to Denver to 
be displayed in the planned new state 
headquarters building.  They donated the 
remaining funds of the treasury to the 
Veteran’s Hospital in Grand Junction. 
 In March of 2007, nearly 20 years later, 
Tom Bock noticed a wood box on a shelf 
in the corner of a storeroom.  The keys to 
the locks were hanging enticingly on the 
side of the box.  “When I opened the box 
a chill went up my spine,” Bock said.  In-
side the box Bock discovered the two 
bottles of whiskey, still sealed, along with 
the book of minutes, several handwritten 
letters and the Last Squad Club banner, 
neatly embroidered with the names of the 
towns in, what is now District 11 of the 
American Legion.  “I knew immediately 
that this did not belong in a storage 
room,” Bock said. 
In the days that followed, Bock arranged 
for District 11 Commander, Doug Smith to 
take custody of the box and make ar-
rangements for it to be housed within the 
district.  Smith, who is planning to take 
the memorabilia on a tour of the district, 
said, “I just couldn’t believe it.  This is his-
tory.”   
 Smith, like Bock, described a chilled feel-
ing upon first examining the contents of 
the box. 
 Bock said his efforts to organize a store-
room has been rewarding beyond words.  
His dedication to the American Legion has 
been solidified.  “The American Legion is 
the living legacy of the World War 1 veter-
ans.  This is an incredible reminder of that 
legacy,” Bock said. 
 Bob Cox and Doug Smith prepared a pro-
gram, which was presented to members 
and guests of the American Legion in 
Paonia on May 26, 2007.  Similar presen-
tations were made in other towns. At the 
time the Olathe American Legion was con-
structing a display of historical items in a 
protected spot in their building. Those 
involved agreed that the Olathe display 
would be an appropriate place for the 
box. It remains there today. 
 Note: If you would like to see a list of all 
the members of The Last Squad, send an 
email to coxbob@charter.net with the 
word ROSTER in the subject line. 

THE LAST SQUAD: A SPECIAL MEMORIAL DAY TRIBUTE From pg 1 



The Montrose Mirror   May 30, 2022 Page 26 

 

 

http://www.greatermontrosechamber.com/


The Montrose Mirror  |  May 30, 2022 Page 27 

 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-SUMMER PROGRAM SERIES: "Bats!!!" Join Cathy Brons, CPW Southwest Region Education Coordinator, for a talk and 
walk about bats. 7:45p.m  Ridgway State Park, Visitors Center, Dutch Charlie entrance.  

LEARN ABOUT BATS AT RIDGWAY STATE PARK 

http://www.deltahealth.org/
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 REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

LWV PRIMARY CANDIDATE FORUM FOR COLORADO’S 3RD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-On June 8, 2022, from 6pm to 
7:30 pm (MDT), a virtual Zoom webinar 
Candidate Forum will be held for Colora-
do’s 3rd Congressional District Candidates 
in the June 28, 2022 Primary Election. Par-
ticipating candidates are Democrats Adam 
Frisch, Sol Sandoval and Alex Walker and 

Republicans Lauren Boebert and Don Co-
ram. For complete details and to submit 
questions by noon on June 3 or to join the 
Zoom webinar or Facebook Live Stream on 
Jun 8, please go to https://
www.lwvcolorado.org/CD3forum 
 The forum is sponsored by the League of 
Women Voters chapters of Gunnison Val-

ley, La Plata, Mesa, Montezuma, Pueblo, 
San Luis Valley and Uncompahgre Valley 
as well as Action22.  The forum will be 
moderated by Action22 CEO Sara Black-
hurst. The League of Women Voters also 
recommends voters check out more voter 
information at www.vote411.org/
colorado.  

https://www.lwvcolorado.org/CD3forum
https://www.lwvcolorado.org/CD3forum
http://www.vote411.org
http://www.vote411.org
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Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE—Starting Wednesday, June 
1st, All Points Transit (APT), the City of 
Montrose and the Montrose Recreation 
District (MRD) are teaming up to offer free 
bus rides to youth (ages 17 and under) 
again this summer! The agencies previous-
ly partnered to offer this free service in 
2018, 2019 and 2021. The program is 
offered on All Points Transit’s public bus 
routes. Youth taking advantage of the 
offer can travel anywhere on the bus for 
free, all summer long, including use of the 

shuttle to and from Olathe.  
 All Points Transit is currently operating 
two primary routes in Montrose: The 
Townsend Express and the Main Street 
Shuttle. The Montrose Community Recrea-
tion Center and the Montrose Field House 
are anticipated to be popular destinations 
for the program. However, they are not 
the only locations youth can access using 
the public bus.  There are other recrea-
tional opportunities located on the Main 
Street Shuttle, including access to trails via 
West Main Trail Head and bowling at the 

Rose Bowl. All of the buses are equipped 
with bike racks, expanding the options 
even further. High school students with 
summer jobs are encouraged take ad-
vantage of the free transportation to get 
to and from work.  
 All Points Transit runs Monday through 
Friday. The Townsend Express runs 
6:30am to 7:00pm, with service every 30 
minutes. Due to staffing shortages, the 
Main Street Shuttle is temporarily on a 
reduced schedule, running 7:00am to 
4:00pm with hourly service. The Olathe 
Shuttle runs to and from Olathe at 7am, 
1pm and 4pm. Route maps and schedules 
are available at www.allpointstransit.com/
routes and at the All Points Transit office 
at 175 Merchant Dr. in Montrose.  
 “The MRD continues in its exceptional 
history of partnering whenever and wher-
ever there is opportunity to connect ser-
vices throughout the community. We are 
proud of the strong alliance with All Points 
Transit to help ensure that youth can 
move safely throughout the town to stay 
active – whether to play at the Community 
Recreation Center, the Montrose Field 
House and Outdoor Pool, or the parks in 
between”   said Mari Steinbach, Executive 
Director of the Montrose Recreation Dis-
trict. Kids who are under 10 years old 
must be accompanied by an adult on the 
bus. Youth are welcome to get on and off 
the bus at any stop and no bus pass or 
fare is required through August 31st.  
 “We are very appreciative of the City of 
Montrose and the Montrose Rec District 
for making this possible for the communi-
ty. The public bus can be a source of inde-
pendence for kids who want to get around 
on their own and a relief for parents who 
are not always able to provide rides,” said 
Sarah Curtis, Executive Director at All 
Points Transit.   
 Call 970-240-1951 for more information 
or to schedule an off-route pick up. Travel 
training and trip planning services are also 
available. All Points Transit is a 501c3 non-
profit organization. To find out more or to 
donate, visit www.allpointstransit.org.  

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

CITY OF MONTROSE, MONTROSE RECREATION DISTRICT, AND ALL POINTS TRANSIT 

CONTINUE PARTNERSHIP TO PROVIDE FREE BUS RIDES FOR YOUTH THIS SUMMER 

http://www.allpointstransit.com/routes
http://www.allpointstransit.com/routes
http://www.allpointstransit.org
http://www.integrateddermatologyofmontrose.com/
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Editor: 
Not sure where to start in commenting on 
David Congour's 5/16 MM letter. Cultural 
Marxists aggressively peddle narratives that 
are the inverse of the truth, and then demon-
ize and slander anyone willing to speak the 
truth. While obviously not a Marxist, Congour 
certainly uses their methodology.  
 Let's talk about what party has done the 
most for the middle class. By every measure 
Americans are worse off under Biden than 
under Trump. We went from having a record 
strong economy with inflation under 2% and 
affordable fuel prices to out of control infla-
tion and unaffordable gas prices, and an ap-
proaching recession. We have gone from 
being energy independent to once again beg-
ging our enemies to increase their produc-
tion.  
 Congour asks the question “In the absence of 
Big Government, who else would take over, 
or provide leadership?” The answer, of 
course, is a smaller federal government, and 
small state and municipal governments actu-
ally responsive to the people. He believes 
that without big government we wouldn't 
have any roads, police, water, sewage treat-
ment, etc. He confuses objections to an out-
of-control big federal government with objec-
tions to legitimate government functions. 
Very little that the federal government does 
is done effectively or competently. Take So-
cial Security and Medicare as examples. Un-
like most government programs, they are not 
welfare programs, but are funded by contri-
butions from the employees and their em-
ployers. Great programs but for the fact that, 
due to the mismanagement by politicians of 
both parties, they are rapidly approaching 
insolvency. The left has successfully and un-
constitutionally gained control of our educa-
tion system and a good share of our health 
care system --- with disastrous results. Biden 
and his handlers want to continue to vastly 
expand the federal government. The current 
inflation is due to their efforts to spend un-
funded trillions to increase the power and 
size of the federal government. They want to 
vastly expand the already politicized IRS to 
the detriment of small businesses. They want 
to take control of our state and local police 
forces ---reminiscent of the Gestapo and 
Stassi. They want to unconstitutionally take 
control of elections from state and local au-
thorities. Even scarier, they have now estab-
lished a federal “Ministry of Truth” to curtail 
the free speech of anyone they disagree with.  

 So, who is actually responsible for “fanning 
the flames of division” in this country? Could 
it be the Democrats' fixation on skin color 
and their encouragement of hatred and divi-
sion? Could it be their pushing Critical Race 
Theory on our children and Biden's DOJ ac-
cusing concerned parents of being “domestic 
terrorists”? Could it be Democrats reimagin-
ing America's founding as some evil paradise 
for slave holders, instead of the total triumph 
for freedom and liberty that it was? Could it 
be the treasonous attempt by Hillary and 
company to destroy Trump's campaign and 
then his presidency by the totally fabricated 
Russian collusion hoax and continuous base-
less investigations? Could it be Democrats 
across this country vilifying law enforcement 
while at the same time celebrating actual 
riots, murder, and mayhem in major Demo-
crat-run cities across this nation?  
 Congour actually stated that “Democrats 
(are) …. the only ones with the integrity, hon-
esty, and the ability, to guide us safely ….” 
and repeats the left's mantra that Trump “is 
the most prolific liar ever”.   I guess that 
“ability” showed in a disastrous Afghanistan 
withdrawal and the transfer of $83 billion of 
sophisticated weaponry to the Taliban and 
the abandonment of thousands of U.S. citi-
zens and many more allies? Or going from 
having Russian, China, North Korea, and Iran 
in check to the present world chaos and a 
potential WWIII? Or the abandonment of our 
southern border and Biden transporting 
thousands of invaders to unsuspecting cities 
and towns across the nation? Or soaring gas 
prices and mothers without baby formula 
and farmers without fertilizer? 
 I can't believe anyone would use the word 
“integrity” in any way in regard to Joe Biden 
or Hillary Clinton. If our once-trusted DOJ had 
any integrity and was not compromised by 
the left, Clinton and Hunter would be in jail 
and Joe Biden would never have made it to 
the White House. Congour chooses to ignore 
the truth of the corruption of both the Clin-
ton and Biden crime families. And let's talk 
about lies. In addition to prolific and repeated 
lies about himself (he met imaginary charac-
ter “Rosie the Riveter”, was a truck driver, 
was a coal miner, organized civil rights activi-
ties as a boy, graduated in the top half of his 
law school, etc.), the whole Biden regime is 
built on lies. The Afghanistan withdrawal was 
“orderly and efficient”. Inflation and gas pric-
es are just transitory, or due to the pandemic, 
or Putin, or those evil oil companies, or 

something. Biden isn't intentionally destroy-
ing the oil industry. Our southern border is 
secure and we aren't really distributing ille-
gals to cities in the middle of the night. There 
were no vaccines in place when Biden be-
came president. Republican state efforts to 
ensure election integrity and security are 
racist Jim Crow efforts to keep blacks from 
voting. If we tax corporations, that will lower 
inflation. We are not really trying to take your 
guns away. We are not trying to legislate 
draconian abortion laws legalizing abortion 
for any reason at any time up to birth. The 
January 6th protest was a deadly armed insur-
rection encouraged and instigated by Trump. 
We didn't demonize and defund police or 
encourage Antifa and BLM to riot. We don't 
really have blatantly anti-Semitic Democrats 
in Congress. Biden had no clue about Hunter 
receiving multi-million-dollar payments from 
China and Ukraine, didn't personally benefit 
financially, and isn't compromised. Those 
tales about Biden's diminished mental capa-
bility are just more Russian disinformation. 
Kamala Harris isn't incompetent or in way 
over her head as VP.  MAGA Republicans are 
the most radical and dangerous group in our 
nation's history. Those irate mothers at 
school board meetings need to be monitored 
by the DOJ as domestic terrorists. And it is OK 
for Democrat governors to completely de-
stroy the economy and employment with 
draconian lockdowns, and then have Biden 
brag about increasing employment when 
some of those workers eventually return to 
work. The list goes on ........  . Congour's fixa-
tion on Trump makes it difficult for him to 
face the reality of his own party having to lie 
about everything they do.   ((It's kind of like 
Al Read (MDP 5/7) reinventing the racist, 
slavery loving, Jim Crow law Democrats of old 
as “conservatives” in a sorry attempt to hide 
the Democrat party's actual racist roots and 
at the same time slander today's conserva-
tives.)) 
 The Russian dissident Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
said of Soviet tyrants: “We know they are 
lying. They know they are lying. They know 
we know they are lying. We know they know 
we know they are lying. But they are still 
lying.” Fits pretty well with this administra-
tion, which is pretending real problems and 
public anxiety about them don't exist, and is 
resorting to blatant lies rather than acknowl-
edging and dealing with their self-inflicted 
fiascos. 
Ed Henrie, Montrose 

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

BY EVERY MEASURE AMERICANS ARE WORSE OFF UNDER BIDEN THAN UNDER TRUMP 
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GENERAL BUSINESS & ADMINISTRATIVE 
ITEMS 
Commissioners considered a resolution 
authorizing the Chair’s signature on an 
Agreement to transfer all real and person-
al property currently leased to the Mont-
rose Memorial Hospital, Inc. and authoriz-
ing the execution of closing document and 
the completion of administrative tasks 
related to the transfer.  
 County Attorney Marti Whitmore present-
ed the final resolution. Whitmore noted 
that the specific terms and conditions of 
the transfer include a right-of-reverter for 
38 years (the term of the current county/
hospital lease) as well as the inclusion of 
two board members on the Montrose 
Memorial Hospital Inc. (MMHI) board of 
directors, to be selected by the BOCC (not 
limited to the 38 years).  
 “We believe that this will provide the 
commissioners with direct input and par-

ticipation in MMHI matters...which helps 
the county ensure that it remains a non-
profit hospital,” Whitmore said. “In addi-
tion, the reverter clause is essentially the 
county’s veto over a sale of the property 
to, for example, a for-profit hospital sys-
tem.” 
 Commissioners voted unanimously to 
adopt Resolution 41-2922. 
 Following the vote, Jim Anderson thanked 
commissioners and hospital representa-
tives for their efforts. “...Thank you very 
much for what everybody’s done. I know 
everybody’s worked hard and you put a 
lot of thought and consideration into this.” 
 Hansen said, “It’s not been a quick deci-
sion. A lot of thought went into the deci-
sion over a long time,” she said. “I think 
this is the best thing for our community.  
 “I am proud that we have a hospital that 
we feel like we can trust the leadership to 
do this,” she said, “and with enough safety 

valves...that the community can be as-
sured that we are watching out for their 
best interests.” 
 BOCC Chair Keith Caddy said, “I think this 
is the best step Montrose County can do 
protect good medical care and health care 
for the people in the community...to do 
the changes needed to keep good medical 
care in the community.” 
 Commissioner Roger Rash thanked every-
one who worked on the transfer. He 
thanked the “super dedicated” people 
who have served on the County’s Board of 
Trustees for the hospital. He also praised 
the level of service offered by the hospital. 
“...This hospital is above and beyond out-
standing,” Rash said. “We want to keep 
that up, that’s our goal is to keep this hos-
pital at the highest peak of efficiency.” 
 With no further business, Hansen moved 
to adjourn the meeting; the motion was 
approved unanimously. 

BOCC VOTES TO APPROVE COUNTY HOSPITAL TRANSFER 
From pg 1 

http://montrosemirror.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/XeriscapeVegetationGuide-Montrose.pdf
ttps://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1571&meta_id=99200
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1571&meta_id=99201
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1571&meta_id=99200
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Editor: 

Jacob is first and foremost a gatherer of 

perspectives. He is able to put his own 

perspective on hold in order to put himself 

in other’s shoes. Why does he do this? It is 

because he truly wants to know others in 

our community. He wants to know why 

people have the values that they do. He 

wants to know why people disagree with 

each other. Above all, he wants what is 

best for our community in the long run, 

without sacrificing what needs to be done 

in the short term.  

Jacob, a career farmer, has a strong grasp 

of the needs of the agricultural communi-

ties in our region. He understands supply 

chains and the effect that energy prices 

have on a farm operation. Jacob put roots 

down in our valley as soon as he was old 

enough to put roots down and has been 

an active member of the community for 

over ten years now. During his tenure as 

Delta County Farmers Union President, 

Jacob fought to expand farmer’s rights to 

process their own livestock. He spent 

countless hours working with the local 

organization and traveling to Denver and 

even Washington D.C. to advocate for our 

corner of the world and the people who 

live here.  

 He truly desires to see our community 

grow strong while honoring and re-

specting our area’s past and heritage. He 

will take in the perspectives of our diverse 

community and come up with solutions 

that benefit us all in this changing world. 

That is why I am voting for Jacob Gray as 

one of my DMEA Board Members. 

James Lammers, Hotchkiss Resident 

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

WHY I’M VOTING FOR JACOB GRAY FOR DMEA BOARD MEMBER 
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By Twyla Righter 
MONTROSE-You know what this town real-
ly needs? More road work. Especially on 
Townsend. We just don’t seem to have 
enough. 
 You think this is sarcasm don’t you? You 
chuckle and roll your eyes. After all - who 
hasn’t found themselves uttering exple-
tives as we all - (literally ALL OF US) have 
spent months trying to file into a single 
lane as we are routed through the inces-
sant orange cones of Townsend. Every 
dang morning.  
 I mean- it wasn’t just a week. Or two.  
 This hasn’t been a little inconvenience that 
our entitled, lazy, 21st century, petulant 
attitudes just couldn’t handle. This has 
been incessant. And we didn’t only face 
months of our major thoroughfare in a 
chronic state of chaos and misery. No - let’s 
get real. Other streets were getting messed 
with the whole time as well.  
 We had a weekday morning, (A SCHOOL 
day) in which both Townsend and its miser-
able labyrinth was a mess - but on this day 
of Dante's hell - we were also treated to a 
complete shutdown of 12th street. Think 
about what just happens to be on twelfth 
street on a school day???!!!  
 That’s right! Four schools are off of 12th. 
Pomona Elementary, Columbine Middle, 
Colorado West Christian School and Pope 
John Paul II Academy. And it wasn’t like we 
had some warning - we just had a mile of 
cars lined up slowly realizing as they pulled 
toward twelfth that they would have to 
find a new magic route to deposit children. 
And the employers in Telluride are always 
thrilled to hear of the little difficulties of 
the proletariat class when we arrive 20 
minutes late to work.  
 But - as much as I hear your eye rolls and 
see your chuckles - we need to play the 
long game here and the long game says - 
keep the road work. Why? Because - we all 
know that Texan or Californian who came 
here and just fell in love with our beautiful 
little town - in July - and then February 
arrived and suddenly there was a house on 
the market. Now imagine. If a little snow 
can have that effect - maybe - just maybe - 
road work will keep our community hiding 
its true beauty.  
 I have often thought that it was insane 

that our community has dug up the down-
town so many freaking times in the past 
two decades and not ever bothered to bury 
all the disgusting power/phone lines. It 
baffles the mind that they keep the cob-
webs cluttering the community and the 
views in spite of the fact that they are 
chronically bulldozing the town (to make 
sure no one ever wants to drive on the first 
streets - for some reason?) Or regularly 
taking out multiple blocks of downtown 
for… something? I honestly have yet to 
discover the immense value these lost 
blocks create. But, in all the chronic-
incessant-unending-repeated-almost fetish 
like addiction to jackhammering through 
our downtown - not once did taking the 
tangled mess of power lines down find an 
interested party. But - let us not forget. 
You know what would happen if you took 
down all those power lines and the views 
poured open without that debris? That’s 
right - every front range fellow out here on 
business would immediately be house 
hunting. And I just think this town is grow-
ing more than fast enough without any 
extra help. 
 I think we have enough people who have 
discovered that, in reality, our town is just 
the absolute best place on earth. We are 
next to some of the most beautiful loca-
tions in the entire US and up there with the 
best in the world.  
 And yet - these tourists just grab some 
groceries and wine here before they head 
to their “destinations,” and never notice 
what a gem we truly are. We have the best 
river park in the state - we have the most 
amazing climate (without having to get 
down in the lower desert.) People from all 
over the world come to climb and fish the 
Black Canyon and to ride dirt bikes through 
Peach Valley. But they also fly from across 
the globe to hunt in the San Juans… and 
visit cool hot springs… or ski… I guess that’s 
pretty big too.  
 I mean - we are the absolute coolest place 
anyone could ever want to live. Whether 
it’s a dirtbag climber living out of his truck 
or that fancy guy who just made another 
movie about navy fighter pilots. People 
want to be right ‘around us’ - and they 
don’t even realize that WE are the best. 
This is a slice of heaven - but we skate be-

low the radar 
because they 
think we’re just 
an easy airport 
and some paper 
towels on their 
way to the cool 
stuff.  
 And you know 
what? We need 
to keep it that 
way. We can't 
have them see-
ing the stun-
ning San Juan 
view from Hill-
crest! We need those tangled wires dis-
tracting them. We can’t have easy obvious 
traffic patterns that remain steady and 
dependable from year to year - we need 
constant misery with a sprinkle of total 
confusion. We need the regular honking at 
out of state plates that cannot for the life 
of them figure out who has the right of way 
coming on or off Chipeta - from basically all 
directions.  
 In fact - while we are at it. Let's double 
down on all the road confusion by keeping 
street names (follow me on this) numbers! 
Because nothing is more fun than explain-
ing that your house number is 15690 but 
your street ‘name’ is 5950 - and every oth-
er address around you will have a similar 
number/name. That makes sense to no 
one! And it means we are constantly the 
people who give directions with - ‘there’s 
going to be a big barn on your right just as 
you're pulling past a yellow victorian.’  
That, I’m sure, puts enough people on their 
heels to help keep our popularity down. 
And that’s the goal here folks. We can’t 
ever undo our cool kid vibe. The cat is out 
of the bag. The poopy has hit the wind 
maker. Pandora has already peaked inside.  
 All we can do now is try to dam up the 
flow a bit. Add some distraction. Remind 
them how pretty the aspens are in ‘those 
other places.’ They’d hate the adobe hills 
around here! Those are so blah!! Just lean 
into it.  And by all means; let’s keep the 
constant orange cone brigade routing us 
willy-nilly through downtown. It’s our only 
hope.  And maybe some wind. Just a bit 
more wind. 

NEED MORE ROADWORK 

Twyla Righter. Photo by Jess 
Pollard. 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

PREVENT THE SHOOTING, STOP THE SHOOTING, AND PREVENT THE DYING 

Editor: 
When I turned on Fox News to learn of the 
school shooting at Uvalde I was, once 
again, instantly sickened, followed as 
quickly by anger. 
 With the fear and anticipation of the un-
known mixed with the chaos, what I was 
watching brought back hundreds of inci-
dents in which I was involved, not to men-
tion having watched helplessly, as what 
was now before my eyes.  Nineteen beau-
tiful little kids and two teachers mur-
dered? Dear God!   
   Glued on and off to the news it didn’t 
take long to realize that something was 
terribly wrong; beside the killer, his 
shooting his grandmother, his telling an 
acquaintance, his getting money to buy 
the guns, how he got into the school - all 
of that, there was something else.  Then it 
came. 
   I told myself NO; not after all of the oth-
ers - not after Columbine!  They waited to 
go in?  
   I was a cop for twenty-eight years. I took 
it with me when I retired and I’ll probably 
take it with me when I die.  I pretty well 
know good people and bad, and I know 
cops.  They’re born part of society and 
they’re all a little different.  Some rise to 
great heights and some are bottom feed-
ers, and some are in-between.  Some love 
the job, some hate it, and some are hang-
ing in until they can retire.  Cops come in 
all colors and in most genders. Some are 
next to fearless and some are scared as 
hell and I've known ’em all.  I've calmed 
them down and I've pumped them up, and 

I had to arrest a few of them.  It goes with-
out saying that none of them were, are, or 
will ever be perfect, especially me. 
   As I rose through the ranks over the 
years I watched America change.  While 
there were many points of light, it was not 
changing for the good. That aspect contin-
ues at a galloping pace!   
   The time came when I decided to buck 
the system.  Two of our men had made a 
stop using poor tactics and one got shot 
(he still carries a bullet), and two other 
officers bordering us had been murdered 
being careless.  We also had a standoff 
during an armed robbery where our chief 
was taken hostage, and fights with knives 
and gangs were increasing at our high 
school.  With the mention of vicarious 
liability I talked the chief into forming a 
SWAT team.  I selected the best twelve 
men and City Hall OK’d some of the best 
equipment. We trained with adjoining 
agencies, the FBI and more.  We also saw 
lots of photos of dead cops!  
   Most of our raids were no-knocks for 
narcotics and felony warrants in our city 
and several others.  We had plenty of 
“blow and go,” come as you are incidents 
wherein we responded using on duty 
SWAT patrol cars with those officers on 
duty. Thank God we never had to respond 
to major active shooter situations, but we 
all agreed on three critical rules in such a 
case: PREVENT THE SHOOTING, STOP THE 
SHOOTING AND PREVENT THE DY-
ING!  Can police prevent the shooting? 
Probably not, but should be their first mis-
sion, getting there as quickly as possible 

with lights and siren to let the perpetrator
(s) know that they were coming, so he 
might stop and flee. Can police stop the 
shooting? Possibly, but  only by making 
entry as soon as possible!  (Did everyone 
of my team understand the danger 
here?  Yes, but in discussing it for the first 
time all I heard was a bunch of “Me firsts” 
and we all smiled.) Can police prevent the 
dying? Yes, but only by instant evacuation 
whether or not the perpetrator(s) were 
neutralized!  If a victim is to die let it by 
while we’re doing our very best to save 
him or her, and not on the floor in a pool 
of cold blood!  It’s pretty clear that rules 2 
and 3 were not followed at Uvalde. 
   Everyone at Uvalde and many thousands 
more have been mentally scarred (and 
worse) for life and it did not have to hap-
pen.  Someone beside the murderer knew 
something, but most of those first re-
sponders who had sworn to Protect and 
Serve did neither.  Almost two dozen 
beautiful lives have been horribly snuffed 
out, many thousands will never be the 
same including some from the Uvalde Po-
lice Department.   
   It’s safe to say that virtually all American 
law enforcement agencies have been 
damaged in some way during 2022, and 
it’s later than we think.  
 In spite of it all, American Law Enforce-
ment must rise to the occasion with the 
help of every one of us in any way we can, 
especially through training, personnel se-
lection and more.  It has always been, 
after all, the backbone of America. 
Gary Paul Johnston, Montrose  
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

Editor: 
I just attended the republican Secretary of 
State forum here in Montrose May 23rd, 
hosted by the Montrose County GOP. The 
forum was over 30 minutes late starting 
because some protesters wanted Tina 
Peters to recuse herself from partici-
pating. I am totally dismayed by the sup-
port for Tina Peters by the Montrose Re-
publican Central Committee members. 
Tina Peters is under indictment and will 
more than likely be convicted. She should 
do the right thing and drop out of the 
race. During the course of the event Tina 
made multiple inaccurate statements 
about the audit process. Which shows she 
is not only a criminal but she’s incompe-
tent as well. She then launched in to a 
smear campaign against Pam Anderson 
who was not at the forum and unable to 
defend herself. The moderator should 

have stopped that but was obviously bi-
ased. 
 If I was Mike O’Donnell and Pam Ander-
son I would refuse to appear at any forum 
that Tina Peters was at, she is nothing but 
trouble and a complete waste of time as a 
candidate. One of the attendees in sup-
port of Mike O'Donnell is the sister of the 
Mesa County employee whose security 
badge was stolen and used to access the 
voting machines. This caused him and his 
family to be terrorized by law enforce-
ment when his home was raided during 
the investigation. It’s bad enough that 
Tina Peters put herself, her office, and her 
reputation in the crosshairs of law en-
forcement. But to do it in a manner that 
incriminated a totally innocent person is 
unconscionable. There is nothing lower 
than a person holding public office using 
their position to break the law while in-

criminating a totally innocent person. 
 With several County Republican Central 
Committees here on the western slope 
supporting Peters and giving her a 
platform to tell her multiple lies to, it’s no 
wonder that Republicans are fleeing the 
party in search of sanity in the unaffiliated 
ranks.  
 The Montrose County GOP will push peo-
ple out of the party who support a candi-
date other than the "party approved” can-
didate but will support Tina Peter’s who is 
under indictment for 7 felonies and 3 mis-
demeanors, and will probably be convict-
ed. I have no idea whether Pam or Mike 
can win that election in the general elec-
tion, but I know for a fact that if Tina Pe-
ter’s is the candidate we will get 4 more 
years of Jena Griswold as Secretary of 
state. 
Ray Langston, Montrose  

PETERS SHOULD DO THE RIGHT THING AND DROP OUT OF THE RACE 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL:COMMENTARY 

AS LATINO LEADERS, IT’S TIME TO PRIORITIZE INVESTING IN OUR STUDENTS 

Affordable, flexible opportunities can help elevate our Latino males 

by Ismar Vallecillos, Northwest Regional 
Director for Western Governors University 
COLORADO-In the United States, 82% of 
Latino students graduate from high 
school, but compared to Latino students, 
twice as many white students earn bache-
lor’s or graduate degrees. While Colorado 
has one of the nation’s most highly edu-
cated populations, only a quarter of His-
panic residents have a college credential, 
the lowest among all groups. Just 41% of 
Hispanic men at Colorado’s public four-
year universities make it to graduation, 
according to recent federal data. 
 At community colleges, less than a third 
graduate.Unfortunately, this data is not 
surprising as we continue to see research 
on the pressures put on our Latino young 
men, who lead families while balancing 
jobs and community obligations. However, 
I see a brighter and sustainable path for 
our Latino males to advance — in part 
because I have lived that same journey.   
 As an immigrant from El Salvador, my 
father — who had been a computer pro-
grammer in our home country — found 
tree trimming and landscaping work, and 
at first, I followed in his footsteps, working 
with my hands in various jobs.  
 Then, after working as a swim instructor, I 
realized I loved to teach. But to teach, I 
had to go to school. So I enrolled in com-
munity college but stopped when I got an 
office job, until a friend spoke some mem-
orable words: “Don’t settle, Ismar, get 
your college degree.” Eventually, I earned 
my bachelor’s degree, then my master’s. I 
taught multicultural and multilingual stu-
dents like the young person I once was. 
 Today, my passion is to help people — 
especially Latino and English-language-
learner students — understand that edu-
cation is the great equalizer. I ultimately 
joined Western Governors University, an 
online higher education institution whose 
unique approach to education makes it 
more accessible to students from all back-
grounds.  
 I see the same drive I had in the faces of 
young Latino men. I see a strong work 

ethic mixed with a commitment to familia 
and communidad. I see the passion to 
work hard, but the feeling of being some-
how stuck in a rut with no opportunity to 
advance. We must feed their drive with 
education, backed by continued support 
from family and community. 
 I’ve observed five obstacles that make it 
difficult for many Latino students to earn a 
degree:  
1.First-generation students/lack of col-
lege culture: Nearly half of Latino students 
are the first in their families to attend col-
lege.  
2.Lack of English-language or academic 
skills: In parts of the U.S., 1 in 3 families 
have limited English, making it harder to 
achieve in school and join “college-bound” 
programs. 
3.Family pressures: During the pandemic, 
Latino college enrollment dropped by 7% 
as many students helped support the fam-
ily economically or care for family mem-
bers.  
4.Financial constraints: Many Latino stu-
dents enter college as low-income stu-
dents. Most work more than 30 hours a 
week to finance their education. Yet Lati-
nos receive the lowest amounts of finan-
cial aid among all ethnic groups.  
5.Lack of mentorship: Some students, 
especially first-generation students, lack a 
social network to provide guidance and 
support for challenges along the way. 
 Whether you are born in the U.S. or else-
where, whether English or another lan-
guage is your mother tongue, whether 
you support a family or live on your own, 
a degree can be accessible. At schools like 
WGU, a competency-based approach 
means you can get credit for your life ex-
perience. You can complete the degree as 
fast as you want — or take the time you 
need. You are assigned a mentor who gets 
to know you and helps you find solutions 
to your challenges. And you can do all this 
while achieving an undergraduate degree 
for less than $20,000 total. That invest-
ment is well worth it because education is 
the surest path to a more prosperous fu-

ture. Bachelor’s degree-holders earn 67% 
more than those with a high school diplo-
ma. Individuals with a bachelor’s degree 
have median earnings of $32.62 per hour, 
compared to $19.52 with a high school 
diploma. Over a lifetime, that’s a differ-
ence of nearly $2.5 million — enough to 
pay for a home, educate your kids and 
fund your retirement. And it’s enough to 
remind yourself that you didn’t settle but 
instead opened the door to doing so much 
more. All immigrants come to this country 
for a better life, “para triumfar” or to suc-
ceed. I believe higher education is the 
gateway to achieve that success. There 
are pathways to get there if we rally be-
hind our young men.  
Ismar Vallecillos is Northwest Regional 
Director for Western Governors University. 
With more than 130,000 enrolled students 
nationwide, WGU offers unique, accredit-
ed, competency-based higher education in 
a model that allows students to achieve an 
undergraduate degree for about $20,000 
in a shorter time. Learn more at 
www.wgu.edu.  

Ismar Vallecillos .Courtesy photo. 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/260331/hispanic-high-school-graduation-rate-in-the-us-by-state/
https://www.luminafoundation.org/stronger-nation/report/#/progress
https://www.luminafoundation.org/stronger-nation/report/#/progress
https://www.luminafoundation.org/stronger-nation/report/#/progress
https://cdhe.colorado.gov/news-article/statewide-educational-attainment-continues-to-grow
https://cdhe.colorado.gov/news-article/statewide-educational-attainment-continues-to-grow
https://co.chalkbeat.org/2021/9/28/22699143/national-reach-collaborative-older-colorado-students-lumina-foundation-community-college-system?_ga=2.198791981.367743069.1637177032-230847733.1636693811
http://www.wgu.edu
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Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-Representative Lauren Boe-
bert’s Office announced mobile office 
hours in the coming weeks. 
 Representative Lauren Boebert stated: 
“Serving the people of Colorado’s Third 
Congressional District is the greatest hon-
or of my life. If you are having issues with 
a federal agency or want your voice to be 
heard, please come to one of our mobile 
office hours, and a member of my team 
will be happy to assist you.” 
 Staff from Rep. Boebert’s office will be 
available to help constituents who aren’t 
getting answers from federal agencies, 
like veterans seeking to get the care they 
earned from the VA, travelers that need 
expedited assistance to receive a passport 
on short notice, taxpayers being harassed 
by the IRS, and senior citizens having is-
sues with the Social Security Administra-
tion or Medicare.  
 Additionally, constituents are invited to 
come to the office hours to express their 
viewpoints on legislative issues or request 
special Congressional Commendations 
from the Congresswoman recognizing 
outstanding public achievements. 
 Rep. Boebert’s office has worked on over 
1,600 cases and returned over 
$1,000,000 to constituents. 
 Mobile office hours will be available at 
the following times and locations: 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2022 

Hinsdale County Mobile Office Hours 
Lake City Public Library 
206 N. Silver Street 
Lake City, CO 
10 –11 am 
Mineral County Mobile Office Hours 
Mineral County Administration Building 
Administration Conference Room 
1201 N. Main Street 
Creede, CO 
FRIDAY, JUNE 3, 2022 
Montrose County Mobile Office Hours 
Naturita Community Center 
411 W. 2nd Street 
Naturita, CO 
1 –2 pm 
THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2022 
Garfield County Mobile Office Hours 
Glenwood Springs City Hall, Council Cham-
bers 
101 W. 8th Street 
Glenwood Springs, CO 
10:30-Noon pm 
Pitkin County Mobile Office Hours 
Snowmass Village Town Hall 
Council Chambers 
130 Kearns Road 
Snowmass Village, CO 
1:30-3 pm 
TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2022 
Huerfano County Mobile Office Hours 
County Court House 
401 N Main Street 
Walsenburg, CO 

9-10 am 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 2022 
Ouray County Mobile Office Hours 
Ouray County Courthouse, BOCC Meeting 
Room 
541 4th Street, Ouray 
Ouray, CO 
Noon-1:30 pm 
TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2022 
Gunnison County Mobile Office Hours 
Courthouse, Downstairs Conference Room 
200 E. Virginia Avenue 
Gunnison, CO 
Noon-1:30 pm 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2022 
Piedra Area Combined Mobile Office 
Hours 
Archuleta, Mineral, and  
Hinsdale County 
Sportsman’s Campground-Main Lodge 
2095 Taylor Lane 
Pagosa Springs, CO 
10 am-Noon pm 
THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 2022 
Conejos County Mobile Office Hours 
Town Hall 
211 Broadway Street 
La Jara, CO 
11:00 am-12:30 pm 
Costilla County Mobile Office Hours 
City Hall 
408 Main Street 
San Luis, CO 
2:30-3:30 pm 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

CONGRESSWOMAN LAUREN BOEBERT ANNOUNCES MOBILE OFFICE HOURS 

mailto:kateburke.mmw@gmail.com
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

 PUBLIC LAND AGENCIES OFFER FRIENDLY REMINDER 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE- – As we celebrate Memorial 
Day and the start of summer, public land 
agencies encourage the public to be extra 
careful with all campfires and combustible 
materials to prevent human-caused fires.  
 The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Gunnison, Uncompahgre and Tres Rios 
Field Offices; Colorado Division of Fire 
Prevention and Control (DFPC); National 
Park Service (NPS), Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison National Park and Curecanti 
National Recreation Area, West Region 
Wildfire Council (WRWC) and the Grand 
Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison 
(GMUG) National Forests would like to 
provide a few helpful tips and reminders 
for best practices to help prevent an unin-
tentional wildfire while recreating and 
hunting on public lands this Memorial Day 
weekend.  
 To reduce wildfire risk, please consider 
the following:  
• Practicing proper vehicle maintenance; 
ensuring that tow chains are secured and 
a vehicle has no dragging parts, check tire 
pressure and properly maintaining your 
brakes. Even chains dragging along the 
ground, such as those on ATVs, can spark 
fires.  
• When target shooting, where allowed, 
taking a few simple precautions can pre-
vent devastating results: place your target 
on dirt or gravel, switch to paper targets, 
avoid incendiary targets and exploding 
ammunition, bring a shovel and fire extin-
guisher, and report any fires by calling 
911.  
• Fireworks are never permitted on public 
lands.  
• If you are camping and build a fire out-

side a designated fire ring where allowed, 
make sure you clear the area of debris 
including grasses and small vegetation. 
Clear your fire site perimeter approxi-
mately 10 feet in diameter and use rocks 
or a fire pan to contain your fire. Always 
keep a shovel and water nearby to extin-
guish the fire.  
• Never leave a fire unattended and make 
sure that you completely put out your 
campfire before leaving your campsite. 
Practice the drown, stir, feel method 
when extinguishing your campfire. Use  
water or dirt to douse the fire, stir the 
ashes and if necessary, continue to add 
water or dirt until the fire is smothered.  
• When smoking, always dispose of ciga-
rette debris in an ashtray.  
• Avoid driving and parking in tall grasses. 
Exhaust particles and hot exhaust pipes 
can start grass fires. Park your vehicles/
trailers and off-highway vehicles away 
from dry grass or brush. Off road travel is 
never allowed in national parks.  
Even an accidental fire start can result in 
the individual being held responsible in-
cluding fines and/or jail time. Visit One 
Less Spark (http://
www.readyforwildfire.org/Prevent-
Wildfire/ ) for more great tips on how to 
prevent wildfire and be prepared for fire 
season. To learn more about campfire 
safety visit  
www.smokeybear.com.  
Before heading outside, be sure to “Know 
Before You Go!” Helpful information 
about planning your trip can be found on 
the “Know Before You Go” webpage. Reg-
ulations vary between land management 
agencies, learn what is permitted before 
you use fire.  

Adhere to the Leave No Trace Principles of 
outdoor ethics to leave your favorite spot 
ready for the next visitors to enjoy. Keep 
yourself safe while recreating outdoors by 
checking the weather before you go, tak-
ing the appropriate equipment including 
maps, carrying enough food and water, 
letting someone know where you are go-
ing and when you plan to be back, and 
utilizing suggested or required safety 
equipment.  
 Local fire restriction information can be 
found online at: https://
www.westslopefireinfo.com/.  
For more information on regulations for 
DFPC please visit: https://
www.colorado.gov/pacific/dfpc  
http://www.cowildfire.org/  
For more information on regulations for 
the BLM-Uncompahgre Field Office please 
visit:  
https://www.blm.gov/office/
uncompahgre-field-office  
For more information on West Region 
Wildfire Council please visit: http://
www.cowildfire.org/  
For more information on regulations for 
the BLM-Tres Rios Field Office please visit:  
https://www.blm.gov/office/tres-rios-field
-office  
For more information on regulations for 
the NPS, Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
National Park please visit: https://
www.nps.gov/blca/index.htm  
For more information on regulations for 
the Curecanti National Recreation Area 
please visit:  
https://www.nps.gov/cure/index.htm  
For more information on regulations for 
the GMUG please visit: https://
www.fs.usda.gov/gmug 
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Special to the Mirror 
DELTA – Delta Health hosted the 12th An-
nual Western Slope Trauma Conference at 
the beginning of May and provided vital 
knowledge and skills for emergency ser-
vice providers in Colorado.   
 The conference was held over two days 
and brought educational topics to rural 
providers.   
 The first day focused on Emergency Medi-
cal Service (EMS) providers and the sec-
ond day is focused on inpatient providers 
such as Doctors, Nurses, Techs and Sur-
geons.    
 “This year’s conference went great,” said 
Kayleigh Wright, RN, BSN, TCRN, Trauma 
Nurse Coordinator for Delta Health. “We 
had roughly 50 total participants and 14 
different speakers, four of which were 
from large hospitals on the front range of 
Colorado, and the others ranging from 
Grand Junction, Telluride, Gunnison and 
even Delta Health providers. People even 
attended from as far away as Cortez, Colo-
rado.”   

 One of the training events that took place 
was a mock casualty airplane crash with 
two hands-on stations that consisted of 
one high-fidelity SIM mannequin brought 
from the Rocky Mountain Hospital for 
Children.  
 This allowed EMS providers to work on a 
mock trauma/code scenario on a child 
with a burn.   
 “This year’s conference enhanced the 
ability of both EMS responders and emer-
gency departments to respond to a mass 
casualty incident and give timely and ap-
propriate care of seriously injured pa-
tients,” said Daniel Barela, NR-P, BAS, and 
Executive Director of the Western Region-
al EMS and Trauma Advisory Council. “It 
was a welcome opportunity for people 
from different agencies and communities 
to learn together and from one another. 
The hands-on training is particularly im-
portant to keep caregivers confident in 
their skills.”   
 The second station included an area 
where attendees were able to work on the 

scene of the mock airplane crash with 
multiple casualties and injuries. The cut 
suit allowed for a simulation of actual inju-
ries on patients including uncontrolled 
bleeds, an unstable pelvis fracture and 
more. The participants were able to physi-
cally practice these skills to control these 
life-threatening injuries; making them 
more prepared in the case of an actual 
emergency.   
 It is important that the Delta Health Trau-
ma Program can host this locally to give 
providers within the region an opportunity 
to come to a conference, in person, that is 
relatively close.   
 “This conference is important because it 
is a valuable tool to be reminded of the 
things we have learned about caring for 
trauma patients and patients in general,” 
said Cindy Owen, North Fork Ambulance 
paramedic and Delta Health  Respiratory 
Therapist Tech. “I learned more about 
triage and how to respond to a mass casu-
alty incident this year. It was also benefi-
cial to be taught by experienced doctors, 
paramedics and nurses and to be able to 
ask them questions. It was very well done 
and I look forward to attending them in 
the future!”   
 Hosting the conference at Delta Health 
allows providers to gain specific 
knowledge on topics that providers may 
experience while working at Delta Health. 
It also provides greater access to providers 
that live and work in rural areas and pro-
vides some of the same resources that are 
provided at larger facilities.   
 “I would like to thank all of those who 
came and supported our conference as 
well as those who gave recommendations 
on topics they would like to hear in the 
future,” said Wright. “I look forward to 
hosting more amazing trauma conferences 
in the years to come.”   
 To learn more about the Emergency and 
Trauma services available at Delta Health, 
visit deltahealthco.org/emergency-
services/ or call 970.874.2425.   

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

DELTA HEALTH HOSTS 12TH ANNUAL WESTERN SLOPE TRAUMA CONFERENCE 

Above, Participants take part in mock training exercises at the Western Slope Trauma Confer-
ence. Courtesy photos. 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

WHEN WILL AMERICA WAKE UP? 

Editor; 
On this Memorial day so much gratitude is 
owed to all the men and women who for 
decades have given their lives for our free-
doms. This message to our God is......God 
bless America again. You see all the trou-
ble that she's in. Help us all fulfill your 
master plan. We must never take our 
blessings for granted. So we ask you to 
please hold her hand and if she should 
stumble please don't let her fall. You see 
all the trouble she's in. Our country has 
many battles to fight here at home and in 
far off lands, but everything doesn't al-
ways seem right with so much we don't 
understand. But God, America is like a 
mother to us. And everything we are and 
ever hope to be we owe it to You and our 
Country. 
 Sadly, we have despots running our coun-
try who have no allegiance to God or 
country.  
 We have religion-hating politicians who 
can't take God out  of our classrooms and 
public buildings fast enough. But as it has 
turned out, they had plenty of help with 
Satan at their disposal organizing their 
riots  killing, looting, and burning. These 
riots were where? In Democrat cities of 
course where rioters can walk up in back 
of a police officer and dump gallons of 
water on their heads. And the officers 

know they cannot respond because of 
their Democrat police-hating Mayors, 
Governors, Soros-funded district attorneys 
and even the Fraudster in the White 
House himself. The Fraudster lied when he 
said his Bilk back Better deception would 
"cost zero dollars" and adds "zero dollars" 
to the national debt! What son, Hunter, is 
doing would land a Republican in jail with 
his laptop from hell.  
 The Fraudster is allowing our Country's 
invasion with drug cartels, terrorists, and 
diseased people who will fill up our hospi-
tals and doctors offices. The Fraudster is 
buying up available American baby formu-
la and giving it to the invaders' babies cre-
ating a shortage while American families 
are searching frantically to feed American 
babies! And then the Fraudster's spokes-
man, Mayorkas, constantly lies to the 
American people when he says, "the bor-
der is closed" Wouldn't it be nice if the 
Fraudster would fight as hard to get the 
Americans trapped in Afghanistan back to 
America as he fights to get every illegal 
invader into America? And America is still 
waiting for the Fraudster to go to Afghani-
stan and bring back our $80 billion in new 
military equipment he gave to the Taliban. 
But wait!! This was no accident......the 
Fraudster, his son Hunter, and the whole 
Biden family have been doing extremely 

lucrative business deals with Communist 
China for decades.  
 The whole world knows Communist China 
has taken over Afghanistan and ALL OF 
OUR $ 80 billions in MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
including the huge military airport Ameri-
ca built next to China. If this was just one 
big innocent and unforeseen mistake 
wouldn't it be logical to assume every offi-
cial with any authority would be scream-
ing about this loss? Nope! crickets!  
 This whole traitorous action was planned 
well in advance. The timing and results 
point to conclude this was just another of 
the Bidens' extremely lucrative business 
deals with Communist China.  This action 
by the biggest traitor in world history is 
nothing less than the worst case of Trea-
son ever!!! General Douglas MacArthur 
once said, "I am concerned for the securi-
ty of our great Nation, not so  much be-
cause of any threat from without, but be-
cause of the insidious forces working from 
within."  
 A cognitively challenged Biden is allowing 
his self to be pulled in every direction be-
cause of his hate for America, his own 
trademark narcissism,  and lastly his nean-
derthal hatred of everything President 
Trump accomplished for America.  
 When will America wake up?? 
Jerry Bartholome, Montrose 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

STOP THE GUN VIOLENCE THAT IS OVERWHELMING OUR COUNTRY 

Editor: 
My thoughts and prayers go out to the 50 
GOP senators who won't do anything to 
stop the gun violence that is overwhelm-
ing our country. As I write this, the school 
shooting in Uvalde,Texas is NOT the latest 
mass shooting. The Republican lawmakers 
continue to say the same thing. Guns did 
not kill these children, it was a failure of 
our mental health system.  And they con-
tinue to spout that the Democrats and the 
media have but one agenda, to restrict 
the 2nd Amendment. They say this after 
every shooting, and they continue to do 
nothing. 
 My wife and I are in tears daily watching 
what those children, and now those par-
ents of those children are going through. 
Some of those elementary school children 
are being identified through DNA because 
they were shot so many times. Shame on 
you Ted Cruz. A foreign reporter asked 
you why there are so many shootings in 
the United States, and you attacked him 
verbally because you could not answer his 
question.  Shame on your former twice-
impeached president, standing up at the 
NRA Conference in Houston, and mispro-
nouncing many of the names of the de-
ceased children and then doing your ho-

key little dance afterwards. 
 The majority of citizens of the United 
States want stronger background checks 
and the purchasing loopholes to be cur-
tailed.  Republicans cite mental health as 
the leading cause of mass shootings, yet 
they oppose Red Flag laws that would 
allow weapons to be collected by law en-
forcement, under a judge's order, if that 
person is deemed to be a threat. And it 
does not end with gun violence. 
 The majority of Americans want Roe v. 
Wade to be left just the way it is; allowing 
a woman to choose what is right for her 
body.  The majority of Americans want 
every eligible voter to be able to vote and 
have their voice counted, not place hur-
dles up to restrict certain citizens from 
being able to vote. The majority wants the 
Supreme Court to act in the interests of 
our country, not on their political agenda. 
 A democracy is meant to be the "will of 
the people" and what the "majority of the 
people" want. Instead, the GOP - with 
voter suppression, anti-abortion rhetoric, 
allowing our Nation to be number one in 
mass shootings - is as one commenter 
stated, ruling via," Tyranny by the minori-
ty". 
 My wife and I were in Tasmania, Australia 

right after a mass shooting there. The gov-
ernment immediately passed a law calling 
in weapons and in turn destroying over 
700,000 firearms.  One can still own a fire-
arm under certain restrictions. In twenty-
six years since, there has only been one 
mass shooting in Australia and suicides by 
firearms decreased over 60 percent.  
 Look to our neighbor to the north. Cana-
da is very adamant that to be able to pur-
chase a firearm, you have to go through a 
strict background check, mental 
health check, and a firearm safety course, 
as well as other safeguards before being 
allowed to purchase a gun. 
 We have grandkids the same age as those 
who never got to graduate at their ele-
mentary school in Uvalde. This mad-
ness and insanity has to stop. We are so 
saddened by this almost daily loss.  And 
we are sickened by the Republicans who 
continue to do nothing.  
 Allowing more people to have guns, re-
stricting background checks, allowing 
more people to carry firearms without any 
sort of safety training, is NOT working.  If 
something isn't working, shouldn't you try 
something different?   
 Wake up! 
Jon Sering, Montrose 
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES 

JAMES PAUL LAMBETH 

March 20, 1931 – May 15, 2022 

JAMES PAUL LAMBETH, known to his 
friends as Paul, was born on March 20, 
1931 to loving parents Jeanie Mae Waits 
Lambeth and William Arch Lambeth in 
Terrell, Texas. He spent his childhood in 
Terrell, Texas and went to Terrell High 
School. He attended college at Trinity 
University in San Antonio and then joined 
the Marines at the beginning of the Kore-
an War. He was stationed at Camp Pend-
leton in California. He was the head of a 
machine gun squad on the front lines and 
did two campaigns in Korea.  
 At the end of the war Paul returned to 
California and met his first wife, Lois 
Monk. They married in 1954 and had 
three children, Lori, Bradley, and Vicki. 
He accepted a job at Equipment Sales 
Company in Phoenix. He studied theolo-
gy at Grand Canyon College and was a 
pastor at Bethany Baptist Church in 

Phoenix until 1964. 
 Paul married his second wife, Helen 
Burg, in 1966 and they lived in Phoenix. 
He earned his real estate license and es-
tablished Realty 100 in Pinetop, Arizona 
which he owned and operated until he 
sold the company and retired in 2007. 
One of his hobbies was photography. He 
had a photo processing studio and devel-
oped his own photos. Another favorite 
hobby was collecting special reserve 
wines during his travels in the wine coun-
try of Northern California.  
 On January 15, 2011, he married the love 
of his life, Nancy Lane Griffith. They had a 
beautiful wedding in Cedaredge in which 
family and friends came from all over the 
United States to celebrate the special 
day with them. They lived in Montrose, 
Colorado and also had a winter home in 
Gold Canyon, Arizona. They enjoyed 

many years of road travel and seeing the 
country together. They spent countless 
memorable weekends at the rustic cabin 
in Little Cimarron.  
He is survived by his loving wife, Nancy 
Lane Griffith, and all the members of 
their blended family: Gloria Hardwick, 
Lori Lambeth, Morrill Griffith (Donner 
Tavis), Bradley Lambeth, Netsie Griffith 
(Wendell Hendershott), Vicki Rossi, 
Brantley (Cary) Griffith, Jim (Lindsey) 
Griffith, 13 grandchildren, 12 great-
grandchildren, and one great-great 
grandchildren. 
 In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that you send a donation to the Alzhei-
mer's Foundation of America 322 Eighth 
Avenue 16th Floor New York, NY 10001, 
First Presbyterian Church 1840 E. Niagara 
Road Montrose, CO 81401, or the charity 
of your choice.  
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES 

MILDRED J. BOWMAN 

December 14, 1927 – May 25, 2022 

Mildred Jean Kisling was born on December 14th,1927 in Mount Zion, Iowa. She was later married on June 14th of 1957 to Greg-
ory Allen Bowman, making her Mildred Jean Bowman. 
 She is survived by three sisters, one brother and by her five children: John Bowman, Keith Bowman, Diane Bowman, Allen 
Bowman, and Teresa Bowman. All currently living in Colorado. They have blessed her with 13 grandchildren, 13 great grandchil-
dren, and two great, great grandchildren. In her youth she worked as a nurse, and later became a stay-at-home mother to her 
five children. As a homemaker she liked to make quilts for her family members, creating memorabilia for everyone, and en-
joyed canning food. She was an amazing woman of faith and walked with Christ till the end of her days. Visitation will be from 
9:30 to 11am and a funeral at 11am, on Wednesday, June 1, 2022 at Crippin Funeral Home. A committal service and interment 
will follow at Olathe Cemetery. 

CURTIS J. RAY 

November 7, 1950- April 24, 2022 

CURTIS J. RAY 
was born to 
Robert L. and 
Maxine B. 
(Heiman) Ray 
in Kansas City, 
MO on No-
vember 7, 
1950. He 
joined a sister, 

Linda “Echo” Ray. Curtis graduated from 
Southeast High School in 1968, then at-
tended the University of Missouri where 
he majored in music. Although he loved 
music, he changed his major to Psycholo-
gy, graduating with his BA. Enjoying the 
subject, he continued on and received an 
MA in Counseling & Guidance. During 
school breaks, he would head to his un-
cle Kenneth Rumsey’s ranch in Oklaho-
ma. He loved spending time with his un-
cle and helped him with many chores 
that required two sets of hands.  
Curtis decided to move to Salida, CO in 
1976 after visiting some friends who lived 

there. He enjoyed the mountains and 
spent one winter cross-country skiing a 
different backcountry area every week-
end. He hiked 16 “Fourteeners” (some 
multiple times) as well as countless other 
mountains and hills in Colorado. Curtis 
held a variety of jobs while in Salida, in-
cluding a Pre-school teacher, a construc-
tion worker and eventually as a Social 
Worker. In 1981 he met Kandice Sparks 
whom he married April 24th, 1982. To-
gether they enjoyed hiking, biking, back-
packing and cross-country skiing. In 1985 
Curtis changed careers and began work-
ing for the USPS. In 1986 they welcomed 
daughter Emily A. Ray to their family. In 
1988 they moved to Montrose, CO so 
Curtis could change from a Clerk to a 
Letter Carrier, a job he enjoyed until re-
tirement. In 1988 they also welcomed 
their second daughter, Jessi E. Ray 
(Dyck), completing their family of four.  
 Curtis was an intelligent, kind, and gen-
tle man. He enjoyed spending time with 
his family, especially exploring outdoors 

and experiencing new things/places to-
gether. 
 He enjoyed many genres of music, play-
ing multiple instruments, hiking, camp-
ing, and reading, especially history 
books. Curtis enjoyed his interactions 
with the people (and pets) he delivered 
mail to. Like most letter carriers, he 
helped people in distress many times 
during his daily deliveries. After retiring, 
he volunteered at the library for several 
years.  
 Curtis passed away on April 24, 2022 at 
his home. He is survived by his wife Kan-
di, his daughters Emily and Jessi 
(Matthew) and his sister-in-law Karin 
McAdams. He is pre-deceased by his par-
ents, his sister, his uncle and his in-laws. 
In lieu of flowers, please consider donat-
ing to FTD research (https://
www.theaftd.org), Public Radio or Am-
nesty International. 
 There will be a memorial June 4, 2022, 
2pm at First Presbyterian Church-
Montrose, 1840 E. Niagara Rd. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaftd.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1KBUB0cVTi-k-CyP8AAVrconbWAWNv5_qjg1bUH3GUY-5O1VvAABOtCJQ&h=AT1Gf1jBxbc3eC64tMzPs8W3MgSf9OxxaaS3EMykWSPBrF9fmMJJQTRjxiA_NJ4x8qjC1xrK-tlK6RMKPksdZQiNsrOTqPM46VGwui9TefFAV2zYOWH6Sy1g
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theaftd.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1KBUB0cVTi-k-CyP8AAVrconbWAWNv5_qjg1bUH3GUY-5O1VvAABOtCJQ&h=AT1Gf1jBxbc3eC64tMzPs8W3MgSf9OxxaaS3EMykWSPBrF9fmMJJQTRjxiA_NJ4x8qjC1xrK-tlK6RMKPksdZQiNsrOTqPM46VGwui9TefFAV2zYOWH6Sy1g
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Special to Art & Sol 
DELTA-In celebration of the inau-
guration of its new outdoor per-
formance stage and the Center 
Stage at the Fort music series kick-
off, Delta’s Historic Fort Uncom-
pahgre on the Old Spanish Trail 
invites the public to join in the 
grand opening festivities slated for  
June 11, 2022 from 5:00 pm to 
8:00 pm. The family-friendly event 
provides free admission to the 
Fort, featuring guitarist, vocalist 
and harmonica player Donny Mo-
rales, and offers attendees a selec-
tion of wine, beer, hard cider, non-
alcoholic beverages, and food.  
Guests are welcome to bring lawn 
chairs.    
 Chris Miller, Executive Director of the 
Interpretive Association of Western Colo-
rado, had long envisioned a permanent 
outdoor performance area for the Fort – 
even to the point of creating a prototype 
of the stage and an estimation of con-
struction costs.   But, it would eventually 
be a conversation between former Fort 
volunteer Susan Welk-Valdez  and a close 
family member from Boulder that would 
provide the means to make her vision a 
reality. 
 Bertie Welk Wetzler has always had a 
special place in her heart for the town of 
Delta, and several years ago began spon-
soring the Fort’s Mexican Heritage Cele-

bration.  While visiting  her 
aunt in Boulder in 2020,  Ms. 
Welk-Valdez was discussing 
plans for the upcoming herit-
age celebration, and be-
moaning the challenges of 
having to set-up and tear 
down a stage each year for 
the one-day event.  Ms. 
Wetzler asked about the cost 
of constructing a permanent 
stage, and after a quick con-
sultation by phone with Chris 
Miller, made the decision to 
provide funding for the pro-
ject. Designed to remain in keeping with 
the aesthetics of the reconstructed 1828 
trading post,  the outdoor stage is being 
built using spruce wood  and teepee-like 
fabric for the roof.   The venue’s riser 
seating for 50 will soon be expanded to 
accommodate 100, and already boasts a 
dance floor/additional performance space 
at the base of the stage. Upon completion, 
the dais will include an acknowledgement 
of Alpine Bank, as the naming rights spon-
sor for the stage. 
 One of few outdoor performance stages 
in the county, Center Stage is the newest 
addition to the many buildings that com-
prise the replica of Antoine Robidoux’s 
original trading outpost, which was estab-
lished in the 1820’s near the junction of 
the Gunnison and Uncompahgre Rivers, 
and was the site of the earliest commerce 

on the Western Slope. The interpretive 
center  is open to the public for both self-
guided and curated tours, and hosts a 
number of annual events, including Christ-
mas at the Fort and Mexican Heritage Cel-
ebration.  The multi-use outdoor venue is 
available for public events including con-
certs, performances, celebrations, com-
munity meetings, and private gatherings. 
Upcoming programs at the Fort include 
ACT Theater’s Will Shakespeare’s Comedy 
of Errors on June 17th and 18th, and a 
free Tuesday evening live music series 
from June 14th through July 5th, spon-
sored by Alpine Bank. 
 Fort Uncompahgre on the Old Spanish 
Trail is located at 440 North Palmer Street 
in Delta, and is open Monday through Sat-
urday from 9 am to 5 pm. For more infor-
mation, call 970-874-8349.  

THE STAGE IS SET: HISTORIC FORT UNCOMPAHGRE  
CELEBRATES NEW OUTDOOR PERFORMANCE VENUE 

The stage is set at Fort Uncompahgre. Courtesy photo. 
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MONTROSE REPUBLICAN WOMEN AWARD SCHOLARSHIPS 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-Each year since 2011, the 
Montrose Republican Women have been 
providing college scholarships to deserving 
students in Olathe and Montrose. This 
year Sarah Hartman, graduating from 
Montrose High School, and Aubrie Lewis, 
an Olathe High graduate, were awarded 
$1500 grants each during a luncheon 
meeting of the GOP group. 
 Ms. Hartman, who finishes her high 
school education with a 4.188 cumulative 
grade point average, will attend Benedic-
tine College in Atchison, Kansas, where 
she will pursue a degree in nursing. Hart-
man packed a heavy load during her four 
years at Montrose High. She aced several 
Advanced Placement Classes, including 
World History, US History, Literature and 
Composition, Chemistry, and Statistics. 
 Besides studying hard, she was a member 
of the MHS marching band, the MHS 
climbing team, National Honor Society, 
and other groups. She also managed to 
squeeze in parttime jobs and an internship 
at the Montrose Daily Press. She served an 
internship at Peak Professionals, one of 
the leading family health care organiza-
tions in the area.  
 Aubrie Lewis is also headed into the medi-
cal profession. She graduates from Olathe 

High School and will attend Jackson Col-
lege through a remote learning program. 
She will be majoring in Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography. She wants to work in a hospi-
tal setting while she continues her educa-
tion. Even with a full schedule of study, 
extracurricular activities, and part-time 
work she still managed to come away 
from high school graduating at the top of 
her class with a 4.346 cumulative grade 
point average.  
 Aubrie spent five hours a week honing her 
skills as a competitive archer on the 
Olathe High archery team. She also played 
on the volleyball squad, is a member of 
the Future Farmers of American (FFA), 
Montrose County 4-H, and the OHS Stu-
dent Council. Aubrie is a member of the 
Alliance of Therapy Dogs and has trained 
her own dog which is now a certified ther-
apy dog. She served an internship at Hart-
man Brothers medical supply business for 
two semesters and worked as a lifeguard 
at Olathe’s Bill Heddles Recreation Center.  
 In applying for the GOP Women’s scholar-
ship fund, each of the students was re-
quired to demonstrate their awareness of 
the basic principles of civics and govern-
ment. One of the exercises asked them to 
author a short essay on the US Constitu-
tion. In her piece, under the heading 

“Giving the People Freedom,” Ms. Lewis 
writes, “The preamble to the Constitution 
sets the tone of the Founding Fathers, 
belief in the hand of providence and hope 
that the people would maintain their liber-
ty. Only with these principles are we able 
to maintain the country and the constitu-
tion that we have had for centuries. The 
Bill of Rights confirms in the first amend-
ment the hand of providence by putting 
the People in more control of their liberty 
than the Congress.”  
 Ms. Hartman pointed out that the Neces-
sary and Proper (Commerce) Clause of the 
Constitution stands out as perhaps the 
single most misinterpreted clause in the 
document.  While it allows government to 
regulate commerce between nations, 
groups of states, and Indian tribes, she 
makes this observation, “…the federal 
government has commonly used this 
clause to create legislation for both states 
and individuals, drawing into question the 
true balance of powers between the fed-
eral, state, and local powers.”   
 Her conclusion on the matter is, “The 
growing elasticity of the commerce clause 
is challenging the balance between the 
local and federal powers as it degrades 
that of local and empowers that of the 
federal.”   

Brandon and Darcie Lewis give their daughter a congratulatory hug 

after the Olathe High School senior received a $1500 scholarship during 

ceremonies at the May meeting of the Montrose Republican Women’s 

meeting.  Courtesy photo. 

Tricia Hartman shares a moment with daughter Sarah after the 

Montrose High School grad was awarded a $1500 scholarship by the 

Montrose Republican Women. The group has been awarding schol-

arships to deserving students since 2011. Courtesy photo. 
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Special to Art & Sol 
DELTA – During Hospital Week Delta 
Health Employees donated $2,108.27 in a 
Penny Wars competition to raise money 
for the Delta Health Foundation’s Better 
Together Fund which provides financial 
assistance to employees experiencing a 
crisis.  
 “The competition was fierce and lots of 
antics and fun were had during the Hospi-
tal Week competition,” said Julie Huffman, 
Chief Legal Officer for Delta Health. “At 
the end of it, all of [our employees] were 
comrades in arms and supported each 
other.” 
 When a medical or family crisis occurs 
and the employee has no other resources, 

they are able to apply for assistance 
through this fund. An employee may re-
ceive a maximum of $1,500 in assistance 
during their employment with Delta 
Health in support of basic necessities 
which include housing, utilities, and gro-
ceries.  
 “In order for employees to be eligible for 
Better Together assistance, the employee 
must have completed six months of con-
tinuous employment (and a minimum of 
412 hours) with Delta Health. Funds from 
the Perennial Patron program, as well as 
other Foundation funds also go towards 
this program,” said Darnell Place-Wise, 
Executive Director for the Delta Health 
Foundation. “The Foundation is apprecia-

tive to every employee who came togeth-
er to show support for each other and we 
couldn’t be more proud.” 
 For the Penny Wars, employees were 
divided into teams based on their depart-
ments. Each team had to see how much 
money could be raised by donating only 
loose change. Teams could “sabotage” 
each other by placing dollar bills into a 
rivaling team's bucket which would result 
in that amount being deducted from their 
total.  
 Alpine Bank in Delta also contributed dur-
ing Hospital Week by donating $500 to the 
Better Together fund and by waiving the 
deposit fee during Hospital Week for the 
Delta Health Foundation.  
 “Alpine Bank has enjoyed supporting all 
aspects of our communities from our be-
ginning – community support is a huge 
part of which we are as a company,” said 
Katie Albia, Banking Officer from Alpine 
Bank. “As we all know, the last two years 
have been exceedingly difficult, especially 
for the healthcare community. When we 
heard about the Delta Health Foundation 
penny wars, we thought it was such a fun 
idea, and when we found out that the 
proceeds all go towards supporting em-
ployees in the case of potential emergen-
cies, we thought it was a great opportuni-
ty to contribute. We hope our contribu-
tion is a nice way to say “thanks for all you 
do for the community.” 
 “The results from the Penny Wars were 
truly astounding and we appreciate every 
single person for participating and helping 
to donate to this amazing cause,” said 
Huffman.  
 To learn more about the Delta Health 
Foundation or to donate, visit founda-
tiondeltahealth.org/donate.  

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

DELTA HEALTH COMPETITION RAISES TWO-THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR EMPLOYEE FUND 

Alpine Bank in Delta contributed during Hospital Week by donating $500 to the Better To-
gether fund and by waiving the deposit fee during Hospital Week for the Delta Health Foun-
dation. Courtesy photo. 
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MIRROR IMAGES: MONTROSE IN BLOOM 

Photos of (clockwise from top left), Glacier Lily by Deb 
Reimann; Ripple Effect Farm Iris by Erica Kennedy; Mountain 
Marsh Marigold by Deb Reimann; Iris by Erica Kennedy. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to Art & Sol 
TELLURIDE … Colorado poet Madison 
Gill will be the featured reader for the 
Bardic Trails virtual poetry circle 

Tuesday, June 7 at 7pm (Mountain 
Time). A production of the Telluride 
Institute’s Talking Gourds Program and 
the Wilkinson Public Library, Bardic 

Trails is a free virtual poetry reading 
open to anyone who preregisters. 
Register online at the Wilkinson Public 
Library to get the Zoom Link. Go to 
telluridelibrary.org/events. 
Madison Gill (she/her) is a female poet 
from the western slope of Colorado. Madi-
son has been developing her craft since 
she was a sophomore in slam poetry club 
at Montrose High School. She has been 
seriously submitting and publishing her 
poetry over the past seven years. 
Throughout her poetry career, Madison 
has had the privilege of studying under 
great teachers, professors and figures in 
the industry that have guided her and 
given her invaluable tools to continue 
honing her writing 

MADISON GILL HEADLINING JUNE 7TH BARDIC TRAILS 

Colorado Poet Madison Gill. Courtesy photo. 



The Montrose Mirror  |  May 30, 2022 Page 57 

 

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SPIRITUAL AWARENESS CENTER 
Denomination affiliation: Independent 
Interfaith 
Address:  Meeting at Lions Park Communi-
ty Building, 602 N. Nevada, Montrose 
 Office hours: Tues-Fri, 9 am to 4 pm, 
Home Office – 970-252-0908 
Contact information: Rev. Dr. Arlyn Mac-
donald, 970-252-0908, 

arlyn@spiritaware.org, 
www.spiritaware.org 
Name of current pastor: Rev. Dr. Arlyn 
Macdonald, Senior Minister; Rev. Cath-
arine Gates, Associate Minister. Spiritual 
counseling available. 
Worship service times: Unity Service at 11 
a.m., Adult Discussion at 9:30 a.m., Quiet 
Meditation at 10:30 a.m. 

 The Spiritual Awareness Center is an inter-
faith spiritual community welcoming spir-
itual seekers and people of all faiths, 
providing a safe place to explore and nur-
ture the individual’s unique connection to 
the Divine through Unity services, classes, 
family and community projects, including 
the Great Community Giveaway and Well-
ness Fair. 

MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Denomination Affiliation: United  
Methodist 
Address: 19 S. Park Avenue Montrose CO. 
81401 
Office Hours: M-Thu, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Contact Information: 970-249-3716, 

office@montroseumc.org, mont-
roseumc.org 
Current Senior Pastor: Rev. Lisa Petty 
Worship service times: 8:15 am - Blended 
Service - Sanctuary & Virtual. 9:30 am - 
Contemporary Service - Sanctuary, 11:15 
am - Traditional Service - Sanctuary  
Montrose UMC is a leader in being fully 

inclusive, loving and just servants of Christ. 
Our church family welcomes people from 
various cultural and faith backgrounds: 
single, married, remarried, with or without 
children, from diapers to dentures. Wher-
ever you are on your spiritual journey we 
invite you to come discover hope, joy, 
peace, purpose.  

Continued next pg 

ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH 
Affiliation: Southern Baptist 
Address: 1598 E. Niagara Road, Montrose, 
CO 81401 
Office Hours: Tues-Thurs, 9am-4pm 
Contact information: 
Phone: 970.249.4887   
website: www.RosemontBaptist.org 
email: office@rosemontbaptist.org 
Senior Pastor: Rolland Kenneson 
Worship Service Times: Our engaging and 
relevant Sunday Worship Service is at 

10:45 AM. We also have Bible Study for All 
Ages Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM. We 
provide a professionally-staffed nursery 
throughout both.  
Rosemont Baptist's desire is to passionate-
ly bring people face-to-face with the life-
changing power of Jesus Christ.  
We are a multigenerational church from 
different walks of life who love Jesus, love 
each other, and love our community. Eve-
ryone comes dressed in whatever is com-
fortable. We love meeting new people no 

matter what stage of life they are in.  
Children's services: We have a fun Sunday 
School for children from four years old 
through youth. We provide Children's 
Church during the Sunday Worship Ser-
vices where children four years old 
through 9 years can learn to be worship-
pers of Jesus.  
 We provide a nursery for children under 
four years old with paid staff providing 
excellent care during Sunday Morning Bi-
ble Study and Worship Service.  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
MONTROSE 
Affiliation: Presbyterian 
Address: 1840 E Niagara Rd. Montrose 
CO. 81401  
Office Hours: M-Thu 9AM - 12PM  
Contact Information: 970-249-4732, in-

form@fpcmontrose.com, 
www.fpcmontrose.com  
In Transition-Currently: 
Howard Davidson  
Merle Bierma 
Worship Service times: 9:30AM, Student 
Worship at 6PM 

We strive to encourage, challenge and 
support one another through spiritual 
growth, worship, and service in our com-
munity, country, and world. We also en-
courage children and youth to grow their 
relationship with Christ through our chil-
dren and student ministries  

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
Denomination: Church of the Nazarene 
Address: 705 South 12th Street 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 am-
Noon and by Appointment 
Contact Information: Office Phone 970 
249-9213, mncfirst@gmail.com, 
www.montrosenazarenechurch.org 

Pastor: Buddy Cook 
Services Sunday: Worship 10 AM, Adult 
Bible Study 11:30 AM Worship includes 
age-appropriate children's ministry during 
adult worship. 
Wednesday: Prayer Boot Camp - 7 PM 
Mission Statement: Montrose First Church 
of the Nazarene exists to make Christlike 

disciples in Montrose Colorado and around 
the world. 
Demographics: Our church consists of 
older and younger people. We have 
younger families with children and young 
teens and older adults as well.  We also 
support the work of Calvary Ranch Colora-
do and its addiction recovery ministry. 

mailto:arlyn@spiritaware.org
http://www.spiritaware.org
mailto:office@montroseumc.org
http://montroseumc.org
http://montroseumc.org
http://www.RosemontBaptist.org
mailto:office@rosemontbaptist.org
mailto:inform@fpcmontrose.com
mailto:inform@fpcmontrose.com
http://www.fpcmontrose.com
mailto:mncfirst@gmail.com
http://www.montrosenazarenechurch.org
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 SUMMIT CHURCH OF MONTROSE:  
Denomination affiliation:  
Southern Baptist 
Address: 10977 60.75 Rd. Montrose, CO 
81403 
Office hours: Varies 
Contact information: 
phone number: 970-275-7026 
email:summitchurchmontrose@gmail.com 
website: www.summitchurchmontrose.org 
Name of current Senior Pastor: John De-

Sario  
 Worship service times: Sunday Worship is 
at 9 am followed by a time of fellowship 
and snacks. Wednesday evening Prayer and 
Discipleship (a book study) Prayer 5:45-
6:15pm, Discipleship 6:30-7:30pm, child-
care provided up to 5th grade. 6th graders 
on up are welcome and encouraged to 
attend the book study “Fundamentals of 
the Faith”   
 Summit Church Montrose is a new church 

plant that preaches the Word of God, 
reaches the lost with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and equips Christians to serve the 
Lord. Summit Church has people of all ages!  
 We have families with children (babies, 
school aged, recent high school and college 
graduates) There are retired couples and 
widows. During the Sunday sermon we 
offer teaching for children ages birth to 
Kindergarten, in a kid friendly room called 
Base Camp.  

Church Directory 
Mirror Editorial Staff 
MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith 
community in Montrose, the Montrose 
Mirror is in the process of establishing a 
Church Directory. If your congregation or 
fellowship would like to be included in the 
directory, please supply the following in-

formation to the Montrose Mirror: 
Name of church 
Denomination affiliation  
Address Office hours 
Contact information (phone number, 
email address, website) 
Name of current Senior Pastor 
Worship service times 

Please give a one sentence description of 
your church and its mission in the Mont-
rose community. 
Brief description of your current church 
demographics (predominately family, 
youth, seniors, singles).  
Do your church services include Sunday 
School and childcare? 

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF MONTROSE 
Denomination Affiliation: Independent Bap-
tist 
Address: 2890 N Townsend Ave., Montrose, 
CO 81401 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm 
Contact Information: Phone (970) 249-6874; 

email at info@vbcmontrose.org; website: 
vbcmontrose.org 
Current Pastor: Roland Kassales 
Worship Service Times: Sunday School at 
9:30am, Sunday AM Service at 10:30am, 
Sunday PM Service at 6pm, Wednesday 
Night Service at 6:30pm (all services include 
childcare) 

Victory Baptist Church exists to exalt God, 
edify saints, and evangelize the lost. 
Demographics: Victory Baptist serves every-
one with age-appropriate classes, groups, 
and activities. Families with children make 
up the majority of VBC with young adults, 
singles, middle-aged couples, and seniors 
comprising the rest.  

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY From previous pg 
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MIRROR IMAGES: MEMORIAL WEEKEND 

From top left,  the amazing Tia Brown takes the art of service to a 
higher level at the Camp Robber Restaurant; Downtown shoppers 
enjoy the Montrose Farmers Market and carriage rides; families and 
volunteers decorate the graves of the fallen in advance of Memorial 
Day at Grand View Cemetery on Sunset Mesa. 
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS: WELLNESS 

Special to Art & Sol 
COLORADO-The video call technology we 
all became accustomed to during the pan-
demic is now making deep brain stimula-
tion programming easier. The Denver DBS 
Center is one of the first in the country to 
remotely program DBS systems in their 
patients. This advancement gives more 
patients access to this life-changing sur-
gery because it eliminates the need for 
repeated visits to Denver for follow-up 
programming.  
What is DBS? 
Deep brain stimulation, or DBS, is 
achieved with an electrical device implant-
ed in the chest that sends pulses up a wire 
from the chest unit and into your brain. 
The doctor places electrodes in specific 
places deep within the brain to produce 
signals that assist in regulating the way 
your brain function. DBS can be helping 
control conditions including Essential 
Tremor Disorder, Parkinson’s Disease, 
Dystonia, and Obsessive-Compulsive Dis-
order.  
 “Deep brain stimulation is, fundamental-
ly, an inhibitory process,” said Dr. David 
VanSickle, Board-certified neurosurgeon 
and medical director of the Denver DBS 
Center. “It’s inhibiting some kind of patho-
logic rhythm that happens in the brain.” 
 Once the device is placed, a doctor pro-
grams it to send the right signals at the 
right level for your treatment - that is DBS 
programming.  
 How often does a DBS system need to be 
programmed? 
DBS was first developed in 1987. Howev-
er, until 2021, patients had to go into a 
doctor’s office to get the DBS system pro-
grammed. During the first six months after 
surgery, patients need DBS programming 
every month. Once the best settings are 
determined, patients need to see their 
doctor regularly for re-programming for 
the rest of their lives–sometimes as often 
as every three months. Imagine having to 
go to the doctor as often as you get a hair-
cut! In many cases, symptoms can worsen 
over time as the disease advances and 

changes to the point where the DBS sys-
tem is no longer as helpful without repro-
gramming.  
The advantages of remote programming 
Telehealth visits using video conferencing 
technology are making DBS programming 
easier by eliminating the need to drive to 
the doctor for regular DBS system adjust-
ments. Traditionally, patients had to come 
to Denver for the surgery then return to 
have the DBS programmed. Before re-
mote programming became available, in-
person patient visits did not stop once the 
system was initially programmed: patients 
had to return to the doctor’s office each 
time the DBS needed to be repro-
grammed—typically because symptoms 
had gotten worse. Now, as a disease pro-
gresses and changes, adjustments to the 
DBS system can be made remotely. Using 
the remote programming, patients can 
now get their initial programming and 
subsequent adjustments from the comfort 
of their own home. This advancement pre
-empts increasing in-person visits, which 
can be challenging for those who do not 
live near their neurologist or have mobility 
and transportation issues that make travel 
difficult.  
Underuse of DBS in patients with Parkin-
son’s and Essential Tremor 
Dr. VanSickle points out two major groups 
who could benefit from DBS, but are un-
derutilizing the treatment: patients with 
Parkinson’s Disease and Essential Tremor. 
He estimates as few as 10 percent of the 
eligible Parkinson’s patients get DBS.  
“Unfortunately, the 90 percent simply 
have a worse quality of life,” Dr. VanSickle 
said.  
The FDA requires Parkinson’s patients 
who would like to get DBS: 
-Have had symptoms of Parkinson’s Dis-
ease for at least four years, and  
-Have been on medications for about four 
months without seeing results  
 Dr. VanSickle says Essential Tremor pa-
tients are also underutilizing DBS. 
 “Essential tremor hasn’t changed much 
and medications aren’t very effective for 

most people,” he said.  
 Neurosurgery One can perform the sur-
gery to implant the DBS system while pa-
tients are asleep with a less than one per-
cent complication rate.  
 “In the case of Essential Tremor, what 
you’re really doing is inhibiting an overre-
action and a feedback mechanism when 
the patient tries to perform everyday 
tasks,” said Dr. VanSickle. “There’s really 
no reason to have to live with what is a 
severe, disabling tremor, when for a fairly 
low risk you can have a surgery and elimi-
nate it or at least eliminate most of it.” 
 Art Nixon, one of Neurosurgery One’s 
Essential Tremor DBS patients, described 
the DBS system and improvement to his 
symptoms as life-changing.  
 “I can’t tell you how much this means to 
me,” he said after his first remote pro-
gramming session. 
Rise of telehealth and remote doctor’s 
visits 
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, tele-
health helped combat issues of cost, quali-
ty, and access in the U.S. healthcare sys-
tem. A 2019 report said 93% of consumers 
who used telehealth reported that it low-
ered their health care costs. Beyond safe-
ty during social distancing and cost sav-
ings, telehealth presents an incredible 
convenience. The American Journal of 
Managed Care said, between waiting and 
travel time, it typically takes patients two 
hours to see their physician for just 20 
minutes.  
 “Everything in medicine is moving in the 
direction of making things easier for our 
patients and quicker to access,” Dr. 
VanSickle said.  
 Location is one reason some patients do 
not avail themselves of the benefits of 
DBS. While the surgery takes place in Den-
ver, the programming can happen any-
where that the patient has access to WiFi.  
 “I cannot overstate the importance of 
remote programming,” VanSickle said. “It 
allows us to reach our patients in remote 
areas, from farming areas of Kansas and 
Nebraska, to mountainous areas such as 

TELE-HEALTH ENABLES ACCESS TO DEEP BRAIN STIMULATION FOR ALL PATIENTS  

https://www.mayoclinic.org/tests-procedures/deep-brain-stimulation/about/pac-20384562
https://www.mayoclinic.org/tests-procedures/deep-brain-stimulation/about/pac-20384562
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6558426/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6558426/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26968806/
https://dystonia-foundation.org/living-dystonia/treatment/deep-brain-stimulation/#:~:text=Deep%20brain%20stimulation%20(DBS)%20is,dystonia%20patients%20than%20ever%20before.
https://iocdf.org/expert-opinions/expert-opinion-dbs/
https://iocdf.org/expert-opinions/expert-opinion-dbs/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3785222/#:~:text=As%20Hariz%20et%20al.,and%20PD%20at%20Grenoble%2C%20France.
https://business.kaiserpermanente.org/insights/telehealth/why-benefits-barriers
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Durango, to far south of here such as New 
Mexico, or far north of here such as Wyo-
ming and Montana.” 
Is DBS right for me? 
If you think you might be eligible for deep 
brain stimulation, the best time to seek 
treatment is now. It is important to treat 
the conditions symptoms for which DBS is 
effective before they get worse. 
 “You wouldn’t want to wait until the win-
dow of opportunity is closed, and that’s 
later in life when cognitive decline sets 

in,” Dr. VanSickle said. “If you wait until 
then, you’ll have lost the opportunity for 
all the improvements you could have had, 
and not experience the full benefits of 
DBS.” 
 In the case of Essential Tremor, onset can 
happen as early as a patient’s early 20s. 
Although Parkinson’s is more common in 
patients over age 60, it can occur in chil-
dren and teenagers. DBS allows younger 
patients to return back to work and older 
patients to have more good years and a 

better quality of life.  
 “The whole point of deep brain stimula-
tion is better quality of life. None of us are 
put on this earth forever, but if you can 
have more good years of quality life than 
you were otherwise going to, then would-
n’t you take it?” 
 To learn more about deep brain stimula-
tion and schedule a consultation, visit 
Neurosurgery One online or call (720) 638
-7500.  
 

TELE-HEALTH ENABLES ACCESS TO DEEP BRAIN STIMULATION  From previous pg 

SAN JUAN HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION HOSTS 
 FOURTH ANNUAL  BOOT STOMP FUNDRAISER JUNE 3 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE– The San Juan Healthcare Foundation invites the community to “stomp on cancer” with the announcement of its 
fourth annual Boot Stomp event to benefit patients at the San Juan Cancer Center (SJCC). The event will take place Saturday, June 
3, 2022from 5:30 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. at Storm King Mountain Ranch. 
 The fundraising event features barbecue and barn dance for event goers, who are invited to wear cowboy casual dress and enjoy 
live music by Narrow Gauge Country. Live auction and a gift card raffle will also be part of the festivities. 
 "Sadly, I don't know anyone who has not had a family member or friend face cancer,” said Terri Leben, Boot Stomp event organiz-
er. “The Montrose community is so blessed to have the San Juan Cancer Center here to care for our family and friends. Come enjoy 
and in turn make a difference to those facing cancer!" 
 The event raises funds for the non-profit San Juan Cancer Center in Montrose and its patients. In the first three years, this event 
has provided $130,000 directly to help SJCC patients.  The goal for this year’s event is to raise $100,000 to contribute to the cost of 
bringing new and updated medical equipment for cancer patients. 
 Cancer is an awful disease, and its impacts are life-changing for those who are diagnosed with cancer and their family members. 
To address the impacts of cancer in our community, the San Juan Cancer Center opened its doors on April 3, 2006 - providing com-
plete cancer care close to home for residents of a large seven county area in Southwestern Colorado. 
 Storm King Mountain Ranch is a new venue for the event this year at 70777 Buckhorn Road in Montrose. Tickets are $75 and may 
be purchased online at www.bootstompmontrose.com.  

COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS: WELLNESS 

https://movementdisorders.ufhealth.org/for-patients/movement-disorder-information/essential-tremor-information/#:~:text=Essential%20tremor%20(ET)%20is%20the,the%20late%2060s%20and%2070s.
https://www.verywellhealth.com/do-only-old-people-get-parkinsons-disease-2612040
https://www.verywellhealth.com/do-only-old-people-get-parkinsons-disease-2612040
https://www.neurosurgeryone.com/
http://www.bootstompmontrose.com/
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COMMUNITY 
NEWS BRIEFS 

SQUARE DEAL EXHIBIT 
& FUNDRAISER   

RETURNS TO MONTROSE 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

FOR THIRD YEAR 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-Square Deal is back again! 
MCA’s popular local art exhibit and fund-
raiser is back for a third year. Montrose 
Center for the Arts distributed 56 free 
8x8 canvases to anyone over 16, and 
asked them to create a piece of art. The 
results are extraordinary! All art will be 
part of a silent auction available to bid 
on during the month of June. Bidding 
will end on July 1st at our First Friday 
reception, from 4-7pm. All proceeds will 
benefit MCA, as this is one of our major 
fundraisers. Please help support your Art 
Center.  
 All types of media are represented, in-
cluding paintings, collage, photos and 
even a beautiful felted piece. This exhibit 
that will give great pleasure to your 
senses.  
 MCA also has a brand-new exhibit in the 
Aspen Room. It’s a members’ show titled 
“Shadows or the Blues,” and will hang 
for the month of June. In July will be a 
different show so check out members’ 
new artwork each month. 
 Join MCA for the First Friday reception 
on June 3rd from 4-7pm, 11 S. Park Ave., 
Montrose.   

http://www.westernrange.com/
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COMMUNITY 
NEWS BRIEFS 

GRAND MESA VISITOR CENTER OPEN 

Special to the Mirror 
GRAND JUNCTION— The Grand Mesa Visitor Center 
is now open for the summer. The visitor center will 
be open every day through the last Sunday in Sep-
tember, from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Visitors can pur-
chase maps and Recreation Passes (Annual, Senior 
and Access Passes). Forest Service fuelwood per-
mits will be available for the 2022 season. Helpful 
staff are available during the summer season to 
answer questions, provide education on the new 
interactive Google Earth display and the latest in-
terpretive additions. The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Forest Service, would like to remind visitors 
to recreate responsibly when visiting the forest and 
respect the resource. Don’t drive on wet and mud-
dy side roads creating resource damage, adhere to 
Forest regulations, demonstrate camping etiquette, 
be bear aware and practice Leave No Trace princi-
ples. For a complete list of campgrounds on the 
Forest, opening and closing dates, and reservation 
fees, visit our website. Campers are asked to ob-
serve general camping etiquette including following 
all posted rules in campgrounds, respecting quiet 
hours and leaving campsites clean for the next visi-
tor. Seasonal trail and wilderness crews are out and 
active on the forest clearing trails and beginning to 
work on summer projects. Visitors can expect to 
encounter crews working in the vicinity of where 
they are recreating. If you come across a downed 
tree or other issues on a trail, campground or over-
look, report it to your local Ranger Station.   
Remember to Leave No Trace 
It's up to all of us to minimize our impact, to travel 
softly, leaving no trace of our visit so that future 
generations can enjoy these special places we all 
love. Help to protect your national forests by fol-
lowing the 7 Leave No Trace Principles: 
Plan ahead and prepare 
Travel and camp on durable surfaces 
Dispose of waste properly 
Leave what you find 
Minimize campfire impacts 
Respect wildlife 
Be considerate of other visitors 
For more information about camping and recrea-
tion on the Grand Mesa National Forest, call the 
Grand Valley Ranger District at (970) 263-4100.  
  For information and updates on current fire re-
strictions, conditions and recreation opportunities 
on the GMUG visit the forest website, GMUG Fire 
Info page or www.westslopefireinformation.com. 
Connect with us on social media (Twitter and Face-
book). 

http://www.montrosehealth.com/medspa
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recmain/gmug/recreation
https://lnt.org/learn/7-principles
https://www.fs.usda.gov/gmug
https://www.facebook.com/GMUGFireInfo
https://www.facebook.com/GMUGFireInfo
http://www.westslopefireinformation.com
https://twitter.com/gmug_nf
https://www.facebook.com/GMUG.NF/
https://www.facebook.com/GMUG.NF/
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 MUSEUM OF THE MOUNTAIN WEST – LOOK WHERE WE ARE NOW! 

By Kathryn R. Burke 
The Museum has nearly completed Phase I and Phase II of its three-part project intended to improve the museum’s appearance, 
attract more tour guests and the support of local residents, and to grow revenue through enlarging merchandise sales space. 
 Phase I improves appearance by adding a new facade to the 10,000 square foot  main museum building, giving it a period look to 
match the historic displays and structures on the 6-acre property. Phase I also moved the front entrance to the center of the build-
ing for easier access and tour check. Phase I, which is nearly complete, was funded in part by a grant from the City of Montrose. 
Matching funds come from tours and fundraising. 
 Phase II will help grow sales revenue by enlarging the gift shop for sales of merchandise, artifacts, and antiques, and with the addi-
tion of a new gallery to display the work of local artists and artisans which will attract more locals and a broader audience. Phase II, 
which also added an office for the Assistant Executive Director, is nearing completion. It is being funded by donations, fundraisers, 
educational and special events including artist receptions. The first artist reception is July 2nd, featuring popular local artist, Susan 
Sanburg Humphrey, who is also co-chair of our July fundraiser, Farm & Ranch Heritage. 
Phase II is forecasted for future enhancement to the Museum grounds and further restoration and renovation of historic buildings. 
Phase II is already in progress with a substantial donation by TEI Rock Drills to sponsor restoration of the Empire House, one of the 
museums most recent acquisitions. 
Our History. Since opening in 2005, annual visitor attendance has increased from 748 visitors that first year to 7,000 last year. 
Based on already-high number of visitors so far this year, anticipated visitation for 2022 will exceed 2021. MMW continues to be a 
“gem” in the Uncompahgre Valley, robustly promoted on VisitMontrose.com and numerous social media platforms for Museum 
tours, activities, fundraisers, and special events. With top ratings on Trip Advisor, MMW welcomes visitors from all over the United 
States and countries around the world as well as many repeat visits by local residents…all enjoying the experience the living history 
of the “Old West.” 
 

https://museumofthemountainwest.org/facade/#phase1
https://museumofthemountainwest.org/facade/#phase2
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MIRROR IMAGES: MAGIC CIRCLE PLAYERS 

Starring Kenny Easton as Reb Tevye and directed by Allyson Crosby, the Magic Circle 
Players’ production of Fiddler on the Roof, with its tale of a family facing change 
amidst tradition,  brought the story to life for new audiences on the Magic Circle stage. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LISA REDIGER. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: EDUCATION 

Special to Art & Sol 
COLORADO-Congresswoman Lauren Boebert 
has announced that high school sophomore 
Kylee Smith from Walsenburg, Colorado won 
the 2022 Congressional Art Competition.  
 Boebert said, “Congratulations to Kylee 
Smith from Walsenburg, Colorado for win-
ning the 2022 Congressional Art Competi-
tion. Her piece, Momma’s Meadow, beauti-
fully captures Fisher’s Peak, one of the 
grandest landmarks in southern Colorado. I 
am excited to show off her artwork to con-
stituents and other Members of Congress as 
they pass by it while entering the Capitol. 
What makes Kylee’s talent even more im-
pressive is that she is a homeschooled stu-
dent, and her artistic talent is mostly self-
taught. Kylee’s grandmother was a painter, 
and it is amazing to see Kylee carry that lega-
cy on through her amazing artwork.  
 “I’d also like to congratulate Amber Yoakum 
and Ulayna Madril from Centennial High 
School in Pueblo and Claire Elise Rasmussen 
from Palisade High School for being named 
honorable mentions in the 2022 Congres-

sional Art Competition. To honor their 
achievements, each one of them will have 
their artwork displayed in my District Offices 
in Grand Junction, Pueblo, and Durango. 
Finally, I’d like to congratulate and thank all 
of the contestants for submitting entries for 
the 2022 Congressional Art Competition. It 
was such a competitive year, and all the 
students’ work was truly remarkable. I am 
always amazed to see Colorado students’ 
artistic talent.” Background: 
High school sophomore Kylee Smith from 
Walsenburg won the 2022 Congressional Art 
Competition with her piece, Momma’s 
Meadow.  
 Her artwork will be displayed for one year in 
the Cannon Tunnel to the U.S. Capitol, 
where Members of Congress and over 1 
million visitors per year will see it as they 
enter the Capitol.  
 Kylee Smith and one family member will be 
invited to D.C. for an awards ceremony and 
reception in the U.S. Capitol unveiling her 
artwork. The invitation will include free air-
fare to D.C. 
 The Congressional Art Competition began in 
1982 to provide an opportunity for Mem-
bers of Congress to encourage and recognize 
the artistic talents of their young constitu-
ents. Since then, over 650,000 high school 
students have been involved with the na-
tionwide competition. 
 Homeschooled high school sophomore 
Kylee Smith from Walsenburg won first 
place with her acrylic painting, Momma’s 

Meadow. Her piece will be displayed in the 
U.S. Capitol. 

CONGRESSWOMAN LAUREN BOEBERT ANNOUNCES 2022 CONGRESSIONAL ART COMPETITION  
WINNER: HIGH SCHOOL SOPHOMORE KYLEE SMITH FROM WALSENBURG, COLORADO 

Centennial High School sophomore Amber 
Yoakum from Pueblo was recognized as an 
honorable mention with her pencil draw-
ing, Meow. Her piece will be displayed in 
Congresswoman Boebert’s Durango district 
office. Courtesy image. 

Palisade High School sophomore Claire Elise 
Rasmussen from Palisade was recognized as 
an honorable mention with her photograph, 
Blossoms and Bee. Her piece will be displayed 
in Congresswoman Boebert’s Grand Junction 
district office. Courtesy image. 

Centennial High School senior Ulayna 
Madril from Pueblo was recognized as an 
honorable mention with her pencil and pas-
tel drawing, Piglet. Her piece will be dis-
played in Congresswoman Boebert’s Pueblo 
district office. Courtesy image. 

High school sophomore Kylee Smith 
from Walsenburg won the 2022 Con-
gressional Art Competition with her 
piece, Momma’s Meadow. Her artwork 
will be displayed for one year in the 
Cannon Tunnel to the U.S. Capitol, 
where Members of Congress and over 1 
million visitors per year will see it as 
they enter the Capitol. Courtesy image. 
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SAVE THE DATE! LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR 
ONGOING- 
FREETHINKERS meet 1st Sunday of the month at 1pm. more info at 970-708-8333.  
NEWCOMERS AND NEIGHBORS welcomes adults who are new to Montrose or have been here awhile, who would enjoy learning more about the 
area and participate in social activities. 2021-22 meeting info. Meetings will be on the 1st Wednesday of each month (January – May). 10am-
11:30am in the downstairs meeting hall of Cedar Creek Church, 222 S. Townsend and S. 3rd. enter through the side door on S. 3rd St. Hope to meet 
you there! Contact Patti 951-544-6289 if you have questions. 
THE MONTROSE GENEALOGY CENTER at 700 E. Main St. is now open Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, 1-4 p.m.  or call for an appointment:  
970-240-1755. Free help and resources for your family history research.” 
(The center is sponsored by the non-profit organization, Fore-Kin Trails Genealogical Society.) 
NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP will be held the 3rd Wednesday of each month at the PIC Place 5:30-7pm. Please call Kathy at 520-282-9060 for 
more information. 
MONTROSE FARMERS MARKET SCHEDULE 
 Summer Market Dates:-Every Saturday May-October 29 9 am – 1 pm 
 Holiday Market Dates: First three Saturdays of November and December-10am-1pm 
COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY-Registration now open for Sept 2021 - Apr 2022 COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY, an international nondenominational Bible 
study. Studying Revelation Sep 2021-Jan 2022 and Christian Living (1,2,3 John, Jude & Philemon) Feb-Apr 2022. In person for women and children 
of all ages on Wednesday mornings 9-11. Virtual/Zoom for women Thursday evenings 6-7:15. Contact 720-635-0091 to register of for more infor-
mation. Or come to our first meeting Wed., Sep. 8, at the First Presbyterian Church, 1840 E. Niagara St., Montrose, at 9AM. 
MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month committee meeting; 3rd Tuesday of the month 
Business meeting. Meetings are held at the Hampton Inn conference room at Noon. 
MONTHLY 
May 30-A Memorial Day service 11 a.m. Monday, May 30, at Grandview Cemetery.  
June 1-The Montrose County Historical Society presents Curtis Martin,CMU professor and researchist,   detailing the Colorado Wickiup Pro-
ject.  He will be reading excerpts from his book on the project.  The program starts at 7 pm. Wednesday, June 1, 2022, at Friendship Hall, Pioneer 
Room on Montrose County Fairgrounds. Admission is free, the public is invited.  Light refreshments may be available. Social distancing and COVID 
procedures are encouraged. 
June 2-The next “All Areas” meeting of the West Region Wildfire Council is scheduled to occur from 1-3 pm on Thursday June 2nd, 2022. The 
meeting will be held at the Montrose Public Lands Center- north building conference room. This will be a hybrid (in-person and zoom) meeting. 
June 2-Virtual meeting hosted by the BLM Tres Rios Field Office, 29211 CO-184, Dolores, CO 81323 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The meeting is open to 
the public, and participants can join via the Zoom platform. To request virtual access, please register here: 
https://blm.zoomgov.com/j/1616329294?pwd=M2JHYWE4cXVteXJ3akRuQkpuRVk2UT09 
June 3-Montrose Boot Stomp-Stomp out cancer! Tickets $75. www.montrosebootstomp.com.  
June 3-SUMMER PROGRAM SERIES: "Bats!!!" Join Cathy Brons, CPW Southwest Region Education Coordinator, for a talk and walk about bats. 
7:45p.m  Ridgway State Park, Visitors Center, Dutch Charlie entrance.  
June 4-SUMMER PROGRAM SERIES: Bison and Native Americans. By Dena Sedar, Education Coordinator Ute Indian Museum, family friendly! 
7:30p.m. Ridgway State Park. Visitors Center, Dutch Charlie entrance. 
June 4-ARCHERY.  Learn a new skill or practice what you know. Ages 8 and up. Smaller equipment available for younger kids. 9-11a.m Ridgway 
State Park. Visitors Center lawn, Dutch Charlie entrance.  
June 4-The Montrose Amateur Radio Club will hold its annual Tailgate Party on June 4, 2022 at the Lions Pavilion, Confluence Park, Delta from 
8AM to 11 AM.  Talk-in frequency for licensed hams is 147.195+ 107.2. 
 The Tailgate Party is an opportunity to buy, sell, and trade amateur radio equipment and socialize with area hams.   Tables for sellers are availa-
ble for five dollars a table.  You must be present to win the door prize.  For more information contact Steve Schroder at 970-201-5997. 
June 4-Benefit local veterans and their families in Montrose, Delta, Ouray and San Miguel counties by playing in the 8th Annual Freedom Festival 
Golf Tournament at the Bridges. The tournament is a four-person modified scramble—18 holes, with golf cart, range balls, and awards lunch. 
Registration begins at 7:30am with shotgun start at 9am. Register online at www.whafv.org.  
June 11-The 14th annual Unknown Motorcycle Show will be held at Cerise Park in Montrose on June 11.  Enjoy a large variety of vintage, custom 
& classic motorcycles with live music, food, awards, door prizes, and family friendly displays. 10% of Registration fees will be donated to our local 
veterans at the American Legion #73.Learn more: www.westerncovintage.com  
June 17-Big Head Todd at the Bridges. VIP Tickets-Sandy@montrosebridges.com.  
June 18-Rollans Park Cleanup, Saturday, June 18, 9 a.m. to Noon, Rollans Park, 257 Sherman St., Ridgway, Colo. 81432. Come volunteer with the 
Uncompahgre Watershed Partnership to clean litter and branches from the park, and maintain the trail. Information/registration: https://
www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/events/ 
July 23-Guided Wildflower Walk, Saturday, July 23, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Governor Basin above Ouray, Colo. Walk among the native plants of the sub-
alpine vegetation zone with guide Mary Menz, who will identify wildflowers, share historical uses of native plants, and talk about the role native 
plants play in the ecosystem—including areas with acid mine runoff. Organized by the Uncompahgre Watershed Partnership. Information/
registration: https://www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/events/ 
June 25-Ridgway RiverFest, Saturday, June 25, 12 noon to 5 p.m. Celebrate the Uncompahgre River, learn about the watershed, watch or enter 
river races, win prizes in the Rubber Ducky Race and silent auction, and enjoy live music, food, drinks and a park full of friends! VOLUNTEERS 
needed. Sponsorships and festival proceeds fund watershed protection and restoration activities by by the Uncompahgre Watershed Partnership. 
Information/volunteer registration: https://ridgwayriverfest.org/ 
July 4-July 4, Welcome Home Alliance For Veterans  presents the United States Air Force Academy Band The Falconaires to the Montrose Rotary 
Amphitheater in Cerise Park from 5 to 6:30pm. 

https://cowildfire.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3d81aa25fef95dc80ab92e548&id=01c87d0591&e=e76884eb2c
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=NIpP1mdNRs6-2BYzpaY-2BvIXwIxf8wkEh8irx6ElyAKLzfO-2FVx1vFFZbcxPhhTZk-2BhZ-2FgsTgkFZ-2BN-2BKc81T2mKs6-2FDgtBnqd2UHuboGJLS9CPZwMci7CthRdYdAHBG1Rub4Y7_F_O3XWFiAdWrzzrOIt72qAuHt4k32R4RR9fafVZt8xwgXqAoALo9NkAAFii
http://www.whafv.org
http://www.westerncovintage.com
https://www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/events/
https://www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/events/
https://www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/events/
https://ridgwayriverfest.org/
https://www.music.af.mil/Bands/US-Air-Force-Academy/Ensembles/The-Falconaires/
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HONORING OUR NATION’S FALLEN WARRIORS 

Below, Mike and Diane decorate 
graves of the fallen at the Grand 
View Cemetery Saturday. At left, 
family members placed flowers and 
flags in remembrance over Memorial 
Weekend. 

mailto:editor@montrosemirror.com

