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On July 4, WHAFV presents the USAF Academy Band The Falconaires at the Montrose Rotary Amphitheater in Cerise Park from 5
to 6:30pm. Above, Falconaires courtesy photo.

Mirror staff report
MONTROSE-Whether you seek resources,
want to connect with other veterans, or
just want to have coffee, the Welcome
Home Alliance for Veterans (4 Hillcrest
Plaza Way) continues to serve as an epicenter for area veterans more than a decade after its founding in 2011.
On May 28, the Welcome Home Alliance
for Veterans will host a Memorial Day
Fundraiser and Chili Cookoff—as well as a
classic car show—from 10am to 2pm at 4
Hillcrest Plaza Way. Along with free hot
dogs and hamburgers, the event will feature music, a silent auction, vendors, and
a prize drawing.
On June 4, local golfContinued pg 15

CONSTRUCTION TO START SOON ON FAIRFIELD, OFFICIALS SAY
www.alpinebank.com

https://montrosehealth.com/

https://the-res.com/

www.norrissnell.com

90-room Fairfield Hotel was projected to be completed in Q3 2021 to Q3 2022

By Gail Marvel
MONTROSE-The April 27, 2022 MURA
board meeting was cancelled; the May
18, 2022 in-person meeting was recorded, but was not offered virtually.
Without a quorum, no action could be
taken on agenda items. Board members absent were Mark Plantz, Steve
Bush, and councilmembers Barbara
Bynum, David Reed, and Ed Ulibarri.
Rowan opened the meeting with the
Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. The
call for Public Comment did not appear on the agenda and although
members of the public were present,
comments were not solicited.
TFI (Tax Increment Finance) Expenditure Update - Scott Murphy, City Engineer.
Murphy noted two minor expenditures and said,
Continued pg 27
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Reader Photo Spotlight:
Deb Reimann!

Founders of Shelter Distilling (L to R) Karl Anderson, Jason Senior and Matt Hammer are excited to become a part of the
Montrose community. Anderson said, “Our target date for
opening is winter 2032.” Photo by Gail Marvel.
Friends of Youth
& Nature!

Three Museums Celebrate Ripple Effect Iris Farm
the Old Spanish Trail!
now open in Montrose!
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
14TH ANNUAL UNKNOWN
MOTORCYCLE SHOW TO
BE HELD AT CERISE PARK
IN MONTROSE JUNE 11
Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-The 14th annual Unknown Motorcycle Show will be
held at Cerise Park in Montrose on
June 11th. Enjoy a large variety of
vintage, custom & classic motorcycles with live music, food, awards,
door prizes, and family friendly displays. 10% of Registration fees will
be donated to our local veterans at
the American Legion #73.
Learn more:
www.westerncovintage.com

16,000
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REGIONAL NEW BRIEFS
GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR COMMERCIAL EV CHARGING EQUIPMENT
Special to the Mirror
COLORADO-The Colorado Energy Office’s
Charge Ahead program is opening up
another round of grant funding for electric vehicle charging stations. Grant applications can be submitted through the
website cleanairfleets.org between May
23 and June 24. Grants are available to
help cover the cost of purchasing and
installing EV charging stations in workplaces, apartment/condo complexes,
government buildings and other sites
that offer public or visitor parking.
Successful applicants will be eligible to
receive as much as 80 percent of project
costs, up to a maximum of $9,000 for
Level 2 chargers and up to $50,000 for
Level 3 fast chargers.
Prospective applicants can receive free
technical advice and grant support from
Carbondale-based Clean Energy Economy for the Region (CLEER), which is the
Colorado Energy Office’s designated
“coach” for 14 counties on the Western
Slope. For more information, contact
Stefan Johnson, sjohnson@cleanenergyeconomy.net.
As electric vehicles go mainstream, EV
charging is fast becoming a valuable
amenity for businesses and organizations seeking to attract tenants, employees, guests and visitors. The state of Colorado is encouraging their installation as
part of its strategy to put nearly 1 million
EVs on the road by 2030.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
MONTROSE COUNTY DEDICATES NEARLY $260,000 TO SUPPORT LOCAL SCHOOLS
Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE— The Montrose Board of
County Commissioners knows that our
local schools are facing significant challenges in regard to facilities and capital
improvements, as well as enrollment challenges. As a result, when this year’s Secure Rural Schools funding was allocated
to the county, the choice was clear—100

percent of the funds would be dedicated
to help improve local educational opportunities.
“Historically the county has provided
100% of SRS funds to schools and we are
proud to continue this tradition," said
Commissioner Roger Rash. "Having a
strong school system is important to our
residents and we are proud to help sup-

port that effort through the discretionary
portion of this funding.”
Montrose County School District RE-1J
Superintendent Dr. Carrie Stephenson
indicated that the funds will be used for
outdoor learning resources and opportunities for children. “We are very excited to
be able to use forest service funds to expand pathways for students to be learning
outdoors and better appreciating our
unique western slope environment,” said
Dr. Stephenson.
The funds will be distributed to Montrose
County School District RE-1J
($239,241.00), West End School District RE
-2 ($10,164.51), Delta County School District ($7,009.11), and Norwood School
District R-2J ($2,224.29). The calculation
for disbursement of the funds is based on
a per pupil count of the school districts
serving students within Montrose County.
The funding is derived from the Secure
Rural Schools Act (SRS Act), a bill that provides funding to rural counties and schools
located near national forests across the
United States. Counties historically have
the option of earmarking a portion of the
funds to both local schools and county
road and bridge operations; however, the
Montrose Board of County Commissioners
recognized the challenges facing local
schools and dedicated the entire allotment to improving our local education
infrastructure. These funds have been
100% dedicated to schools for the past
several years. For more information on
Montrose County, please visit montrosecounty.net.
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MIRROR IMAGES: MHS GRADUATION 2022

With friends, families and loved ones in attendance, the Montrose High School graduating Class of 2022 was honored on Sunday, May 22.
Olathe High School’s graduation was also held Sunday. The MHS graduation program was available via QR codes, pictured at center.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
BLM IMPLEMENTS STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS IN TRES RIOS FIELD OFFICE
Special to the Mirror
Stage 1 fire restrictions begin May 25 for
all Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
public lands administered by the Tres Rios
Field Office within the boundaries of Archuleta, Dolores, La Plata, Montezuma,
northwest portion of Montrose, and western portion of San Miguel counties, including Canyon of the Ancients National Monument. The restrictions align with local
orders and guidelines to protect the public’s safety during high fire danger.
Under Stage 1 Fire Restrictions:
•Campfires are only allowed within designated fire grates in developed

campgrounds (i.e., a metal, in-ground containment structure – fire pans and rock
campfire rings are not acceptable).
•No fires of any type, including charcoal,
outside of developed areas.
•No smoking except within an enclosed
vehicle or building, a developed recreation
site, or in a barren area free of vegetation.
•No use of explosive materials, including
explosive targets.
•No welding or operation of an acetylene
or other similar torch with open flame
except an area that has been cleared of
vegetation.
No operation of any internal combustion
engine without a spark-arresting device

properly installed and in working order.
Stage 1 fire restrictions on these lands will
become effective at 12:01 a.m., MDT, May
25th, 2022, and will be in place until further notice. Violation of federal fire restrictions is punishable by a fine of not
more than $1,000 or imprisonment for not
more than 12 months or both. In addition,
those found responsible for starting wildfires will also face restitution costs of suppressing the fire.
Fireworks are always prohibited on public
lands. More information about fire prevention is available at: https://
www.blm.gov/programs/public-safetyand-fire/fire-and-aviation/get-involved/
fire-prevention.

OPINION/EDITORIAL: CARTOONS
MONTROSE-OPOLY: A CITIZEN’S POINT OF VIEW
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REGIONAL
NEWS BRIEFS
WARRIOR RESOURCE CENTER
WELCOMES PROGRAM
ON HISTORY OF MONTROSE
Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-On Monday, May 23 --1
p.m. Local historian Zilla May Brown will
speak on the History of Montrose. This
program is sponsored by the Montrose
Genealogy Center at the Warrior Resource Center on 4 Hillcrest Plaza Way.
All are welcome.
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WHAFV PLANS BUSY SUMMER OF VETERANS EVENTS From pg 1
On June 4, local golfers can benefit local
veterans and their families in Montrose,
Delta, Ouray and San Miguel counties by
playing in the 8th Annual Freedom Festival
Golf Tournament at the Bridges. The tournament is a four-person modified scramble—18 holes, with golf cart, range balls,
and awards lunch. Registration begins at
7:30am with shotgun start at 9am. Register online at www.whafv.org.
On July 4, WHAFV presents the United
States Air Force Academy Band The Falconaires to the Montrose Rotary Amphitheater in Cerise Park from 5 to 6:30pm.
And on July 8, the Welcome Home Alliance for Veterans and Freedom Sings USA
welcome the community to a free concert

at the Montrose Rotary Amphitheater.
Top country and western song writers
from Nashville, including Steve Dean, Bill
Whyte, Wood Newton, Bobby Tomberlin,
and Will Nance, will perform some of their
#1 hits as well as songs created from veterans’ experiences. Donations welcome.
“The quality of the songwriters who
attend is amazing,” WHAFV Board President Randy Havens said, noting that the
artist and songwriter HunterGirl, who has
come to Montrose twice with Freedom
Sings, is one of the top three finalists on
this season’s American Idol.
The WHAFV is working with Disabled
American Veterans (DAV), Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) and the American

Legion to bring a Veterans’ Memorial to
Cerise Park in Montrose, honoring veterans of all wars and conflicts. “It’s going to
be a busy summer,” Havens said.
Welcome Home also continues to host
veterans’ coffees on Thursdays from 8 to
10am, in Montrose and in surrounding
communities, including Cedaredge, Ridgway and in the West End. The Welcome
Home Alliance for Veterans facility is open
in Montrose Monday through Friday from
9am to 5pm.
And on Oct.8, WHAFV will host the Blue
Jean Ball benefit at the Montrose County
Event Center, with cash bar, free appetizers, dinner and dancing, and music by the
Lugnuts.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
MONTROSE BOTANICAL SOCIETY
PRESENTS GARDENING
ON THE WESTERN SLOPE
Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-Montrose Botanical Society presents Gardening on the Western Slope June 11th 9AM 3PM $5 donation at the gate or $5 off a new MBS
membership.
*9 AM - Creative Designing with Succulents
*10 AM - Gardening in the 1880's
*11 AM - Native Plants and Other CHoices
*12 PM - lunch bring a sack lunch
*12:30 PM - Lavender - One Plant, Many Uses
*1:15 PM - Art in the Garden
*2 PM - Sources of Plant Information for the Homeowner
MBGarden located at 1800 Pavilion Dr. Montrose www.MontroseGardens.org
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

SUNSET HIKE AT RIDGWAY STATE PARK
Special to the Mirror
RIDGWAY-Visit Ridgway State Park. Take a hike with a park naturalist up to the Elk Ridge Overlook to watch the sun set over the
reservoir! Discuss some fun facts and meet new people along the way. Approximately 2.5 miles of trail, some gravel, some paved.
Bring a flashlight. (Saturday, May 28, 7:30pm, Meet at the Visitor Center)
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CAUSE OF WILDFIRE THAT BEGAN WITHIN DAYS OF
USFS PRESCRIBED BURN REMAINS UNDER INVESTIGATION
USFS prior to the burn stated, “Simms
Mesa: Located approximately 15 miles
southwest of Montrose, Colorado on
Simms Mesa Road (NFSR #574). Approximately 200 acres are planned to be burned
to increase the resiliency and reproduction
of native ponderosa pine stands, protect
adjacent private property from the spread
of unplanned wildfires and reduce slash
from mechanical treatments.”
On Thursday, May 19, residents across
the region were alarmed to see an enormous cloud of black smoke pouring from
the Simms Mesa area. Interagency firefighters attacked the blaze as an evacuation order was issued for those living within five miles of Simms Mesa, Government
Springs Road, and Wildcat Canyon.
By Sunday, May 22, Commander Dan Dallas of the Incident Management Team
issued a news release stating that the 373acre wildfire was 75 percent contained.
Three out of ten structures threatened by
Photo of smoke from the Simms Fire by Joel Clouse.
the fire were lost. Evacuation on GovernMirror staff report
wildfire that has torched more than 300
ment Springs Road were lifted but public
OURAY COUNTY-Just days after a 200-acre acres. Announced by the United States
closures remained in place for Wildcat
controlled burn was scheduled for Simms Forest Service Grand Mesa Uncompahgre Canyon and T and M Roads. There were
Mesa, residents of Simms Canyon, Gov& Gunnison National Forests (GMUG), the no longer any current evacuation orders.
ernment Springs Road, and the Wildcat
prescribed burn was scheduled for MonThe cause of the fire is listed as “under
Canyon drainage were evacuated due to a day, May 16. A news release issued by the investigation.”
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

TAKE ME FISHING EVENT AT RIDGWAY STATE PARK MAY 28
Special to the Mirror
RIDGWAY-TAKE ME FISHING EVENT! - Ridgway State Park. Kids, join us for some fun fishing at the ponds! Free poles, bait, and volunteers on hand to help! (Saturday, May 28th, 8:30 - 11am, Fishing ponds below the Pa-Cho-Chu-Puk entrance)
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: COMMENTARY

AND HOW ARE THE CHILDREN OF MONTROSE?
By Audrey Serazio, Montrose
Did you know that 40% of children
attending public school in the state of Colorado are able to read at grade level? According to Joyce Rankin, State Board of
Education, 3rd Congressional District, the
Colorado Read Act SB19-199(Colorado
Reading to Ensure Academic Development) was passed by 100% of the legislators and is evidenced based. You can read
the bill by going
to: https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/SB19199. Updates to the bill can be found at:
https://www.cde.
state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/SB19-199
updates.
All K-3 teachers involved in reading instruction, at Montrose County School District, are required to complete training in
the SCIENCE OF READING(SB19-199)by
August 1st, 2022. Once completed, teachers are required to upload evidence of
completion in the licensing area of the

CDE website, COOL, no later than August
15,2022.
There is an APPROVED READ-ACT CURRICULUM that you can access at:https://
www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy
advisorylistofinstructionalprogramming2020. This will allow parents to learn
about the curriculum in both whole class
grade-level instruction and small groups.
There will also be assessments to determine reading level proficiency as well as
addressing individual needs. There is also
a resource bank for additional resources
at: https://www.cde.state.co.us/
coloradoliteracy/readact/resourcebank.
Below is a link for parents to acess READ
Act information: https://
www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/
generalinfo-parents
According to Jessica Beller, Curriculum
Director at Montrose County School District, on 4/13/22, she reports that 63
teachers have completed the Science of

Reading training, 24 are in the process of
completing the training and 24 haven't
started the training that is required by law
for completion by 8/22.
Thank you to Joyce Rankin in providing
information for this article. Joyce also reports that this evidenced based SCIENCE
OF READING program should show growth
in the students reading proficiency.
Montrose County School District has a
long way to go to achieve grade level
reading proficiency.
It is imperative that the community take
an active role in reading the above links
provided and talk to teachers, principals,
the school board and the Superintendent
as to the date the Science of Reading PROGRAM will be implemented.
Every child deserves ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE!
When children can read at grade level or
above, the possibilities to them are endless.
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REGIONAL
NEWS BRIEFS
U.S. 550 NORTH OF
DURANGO CLOSED MAY 28
Special to the Mirror
SOUTHWEST COLORADO — U.S. Highway
550 will be closed north of Durango on
Saturday, May 28, during the annual Iron
Horse Bicycle Classic. Motorists are urged
to leave Durango early if traveling to Silverton or points beyond, since U.S. 550
will be closed between Purgatory Ski Resort and Ouray from 8:30 a.m. until 1:30
p.m. to accommodate cyclists.
Likewise, travelers heading south from
Ouray, Ridgway or Montrose on U.S. 550
should be aware the highway will be
closed at Ouray Hot Springs.
Motorists will not be permitted to travel
within the closure points after 8:30 a.m.
The highway will reopen at 1:30 p.m.
Additional Travel Impacts in Durango
Also on Saturday from 7 - 9:30 a.m. motorists will experience traffic impacts to
accommodate several biking race and tour
start times, with cyclists set to depart
from Main Avenue and 33rd Street.
Just north of Durango, southbound traffic
will be diverted from U.S. 550 onto CR 203
at Hermosa Creek to Animas View Drive.
Northbound traffic from Durango to Purgatory will proceed along U.S. 550 following traffic control personnel, signage, and
cones set in place.
Plan Ahead
Friends or family members who plan to
pick up cyclists in Silverton are advised to
allow ample time to get through the closure point locations in Ouray and at Purgatory before 8:30 a.m. Purgatory is located 25 miles north of Durango and is an
approximate 35 - 45 minute drive.
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REGIONAL
NEWS BRIEFS
US 50 SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS PLANNED

Special to the Mirror
DELTA COUNTY — The Colorado Department of
Transportation has begun signal work on US Highway 50 in Delta from Mile Point 71.1 to MP 71.5.
Sturgeon Electric Company from Denver is the
contractor.
Signal improvements will take place at four locations in Delta on US 50: 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th
Street. Work will consist of new conduit, wiring,
pedestrian push buttons, vehicle detection, replacement of controller cabinets and signal head
back plates. Additional work will consist of new
signs and thermoplastic pavement marking.
Traffic signals are a vital part of controlling traffic
in a safe and efficient manner by providing regulated movement. Vehicle detection will reduce
unnecessary delays and stops at the intersection
while improving travel times and increasing the
amount of traffic that an intersection can handle.
Traffic Impacts
Motorists should plan for single-lane closures in
each direction and minor delays. The project is
expected to last until September.
Project Information
For additional information about this project:
Call the project information line at 970-456-1704
Email the project team
at: trafficsignalupdate@gmail.com
Visit the project website at: https://
www.codot.gov/projects/us50-delta-signalimprovements
Travelers are urged to “know before you go.”
Gather information about weather forecasts and
anticipated travel impacts and current road conditions prior to hitting the road. CDOT resources
include: Road conditions and travel information:
COtrip.org
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
ELEVATE ANNOUNCES BILL ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY
Special to the Mirror
REGIONAL-Two government assistance
programs, Lifeline and the Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP), are now available
to help cover the cost of Elevate services.
Eligible low-income households can apply
to receive federal benefits up to $39.25
per month off internet service.
The Federal Communications Commission
established the ACP in 2022 to support
internet connectivity in low-income
households. The ACP discount is available

for eligible residential internet customers
only, and program participants will receive
a monthly credit of $30 on their Elevate
bill.
Lifeline is funded through the Universal
Service Fund, and it also provides discounted internet service to consumers
that meet income-based requirements.
Like ACP, the Lifeline discount is available
for eligible residential internet customers
only, and program participants will receive
a monthly credit of $9.25 on their Elevate

bill.
“By participating in these programs, Elevate can now help ensure all community
members have access to high-speed internet, regardless of their personal financial
situation,” said Kent Blackwell, Elevate
Chief Technology Officer.
Qualifying for Lifeline benefits automatically qualifies individuals for ACP benefits.
Qualification is issued per household, not
per person, and the benefits can be applied to phone or internet service, but not
both. Lifeline benefits are nontransferable.
Consumers can find out if they qualify
online at https://nv.fcc.gov/lifeline. To
learn more about these federal benefits,
visit ACPBenefit.org and LifelineSupport.org. Or for further assistance, call our
customer support center at (844) 3868744.
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CONSTRUCTION TO START SOON ON FAIRFIELD, OFFICIALS SAY From pg 1
“…but the bottom-line is unchanged.”
There remains $375,766 in approved
promissory notes which is available for
anticipated expenses but is as yet unspent.
Murphy said, “The apartments are threestory. Toward the end of the year the first
one will be online, number-two has the
foundation, number-three they are working on the foundation. The road for
[Colorado] Yurt will be paved Monday or
Tuesday. The city’s new restroom will be
open in about two-weeks. The Fairfield
[motel] site some construction to start
[soon].”
Shelter Distilling Inc. Project Presentation
Project Update – Jason Senior, Karl Anderson, and Matt Hammer, Shelter Distilling
Inc.
Anderson said, “I am one of the founders. At Mammoth Lakes, California we are
very compact. We have 3,600 square feet
and are totally maxed out. The new location here will allow us to expand. Our target date to open is winter 2023.” Shelter
Distilling will keep their presence in California while expanding their business in
Montrose.
Including the distillery (two stills), Shelter
Distilling plans indoor/outdoor restaurants, bars, meeting rooms, a stage for live
music, and firepits. Anderson said, “We
want to make the whole thing a place
where “we” want to go, a cool place to
hang out, to view the river and have fun
things. It will be a place for families to
come and eat. We want parents to come
and have a good time without worrying
about their kids. It’s going to be awesome.
Aesthetically it’s modern, yet a warm area, overlooking the river. We make everything we serve in-house. Everything is
handcrafted.”
Mayor Dave Frank said, “How many will
the restaurant seat?”
Senior said, “Seventy-six on the inside;
100 on the outside. We have barrel storage of around 1,000 square feet. We can
make any type of spirit.”
MURA Financing Discussion – Executive
Director William Bell and City Engineer
Scott Murphy.
Bell said, “The building [Shelter Distilling]

The May 18, 2022 meeting of the Montrose Urban Renewal Authority (MURA) Board was
held in the Centennial Room. Due to the lack of a quorum no action could be taken on agenda
items; however, the meeting was recorded to allow absentee members to review at a later
date. The next scheduled meeting is June 2 when the board will vote on spending $700,000 on
horizontal site improvements for Shelter Distilling. Photo by Gail Marvel.

is a little over $13.1M. The State of Colorado has approved tax credits of $290,000.
The MURA participation for horizontal site
improvements [streets, sidewalks, etc.] is
approximately $700,000. We are not in
the business of building buildings.” Bell
noted that over the life of the MURA the
return on investment of $700,000 is estimated to be $4.5 M. Bell said, “I’ve
bounced these numbers off Brad Hughes
[Montrose County Assessor].”
The group had a brief conversation on
the State assessment on commercial property; the assessment rate going down,
taxes going up, and the cost of construction going up. Hughes said, “Business personal property tax is at its highest value
when it’s new.”
Frank said, “The URA is trying to be fiscally responsible with incentives to other
businesses. This project will help draw
other businesses.”
Hughes expressed concern about the lack
of a quorum and that other board members were not part of the discussion. Bell

said, “This is being recorded. We’ll have
the discussion today and others can listen
to it. We’ll meet on June 2nd at 2 p.m.”
Speaking to the Shelter Distilling founders Hughes said, “If the board does not
grant the $700,000, will you proceed with
your plans?”
Anderson said, “This is the model we
used. We would have to go back to our
board and recalculate. The three of us
cannot make that determination. We
want to be here. If we don’t get the incentives, it changes our business plan.”
Hughes said, “This is a wonderful project.
One of the best we’ve heard. I just want to
look at what is the role of the board.
We’ve spent $13M [Colorado Outdoors].
The funding is not there to pay back the
debt if they [the motel, Flex Buildings] do
not get built.” Bell noted both projects
were to come on-line this year.
Hughes said, “I want to make sure we
have the resources and not continue to do
promissory notes.”
Bell said, “Project by project is how we
Continued next pg
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CONSTRUCTION TO START SOON ON FAIRFIELD, OFFICIALS SAY From previous pg
should look at this.”
Hughes said, “This [Shelter Distilling] is
definitely a good project. We gave the
Housing Authority [apartments] 40-years
for them to pay back. We can’t just continue if the hotel doesn’t come through. We
can’t pay off the debt. I want the hotel to
happen, but it keeps getting delayed.”
Bell said, “We can’t keep bringing up that
the hotel is not going to happen because
that would be misinformation. We can’t
keep having the same conversation. I keep
hearing the nay-sayers who don’t drive
out there [Colorado Outdoors] and see
what is being done out there.
“It’s frustrating when we have this conversation every single time [meeting].”
According to Bell, the hotel is in the
timeframe allowed for completion; however, that does not match the pace of development presented to the board in 2020
by Colorado Outdoors and Anderson Analytics.
The 90-room Fairfield Hotel, which would

be a revenue generator, was projected to
be completed in Q3 2021 to Q3 2022.
During this portion of the meeting both
Murphy and developer Doug Dragoo received email/text messages stating that
the site work for the Fairfield Motel would
start on Monday.
Bell and Murphy explained the $700,000
financing would come from a combination
of the $375,766 unspent funds, plus another promissory note from city funds
[i.e., water fund].
Bell said, “We have a healthy fund balance right now. On the promissory note
the repayment date is left open.”
Hughes had requested the board get an
updated report on the Colorado Outdoors
projects from Anderson Analytics in December 2022.
Schedule Future Meetings
June 2, 2022, 2 p.m. Meeting location - To
Be Determined.
Background: The Montrose Urban Renewal Authority (MURA) was formed in late

2016 by a resolution of the Montrose City
Council.
Generally speaking, the MURA Board
oversees the Colorado Outdoors Urban
Renewal Area and administers the Tax
Increment Financing (TIF), the funding
mechanism to finance public infrastructure
in the MURA. The property, which covers
158 acres along the river corridor between
the Justice Center on the north and West
Main on the South, is being developed by
the Dragoo’s Mayfly Outdoors. The Dragoo Developers are son David Dragoo and
father Doug Dragoo.
The 10-member MURA board is made up
of Montrose City Council (five members),
City Manager Bill Bell (Executive Director),
Brad Hughes (Montrose County), Chair Tad
Rowan (Montrose Fire Protection District),
Steve Bush (Montrose School District) and
Mark Plantz (Special Districts Representative). The six-member city constituency
holds the controlling interest and actions
of the MURA Board.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
MONTROSE TO HOST COLORADO’S FIRST ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE
Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE-Danielle Musser, local resident and Certified Adapted Physical Education (APE) Teacher is hosting a unique
conference for other APE Specialists within the state of Colorado at Elk Mountain
Resort. This is the first and only conference in this state’s history. Her mission is
to further educate the APE Specialists of
Colorado regarding their knowledge of the
current standards, guidelines and best
practices that are used nationwide by
bringing in nationally recognized speakers
within the field. Dr. Amanda Young and
Dr. Melissa Bittner from California State
University - Long Beach are the keynote
speakers for this momentous occasion.
The job of Adapted Physical Education
Specialists is to create and implement individualized modifications and accommodations that ensure all of our students with
disabilities are accessing their physical
education environment and curriculum to
the best of their ability. Not only is this
conference the first in Colorado’s history,
but it also, the only one of its kind between Texas and California.
Co-founders of the Colorado APE Conference Danielle Musser and Jessica Banes
attended the APE Master’s Program at
Texas Woman's University. They have continued their strong friendship over the
years and noticed the difference between
what was offered in the states that they
currently teach in. Jessica is located in

California and Danielle in Colorado. The
inequity in training available specific to
adapted physical education in Colorado
was an issue. They wanted to change that.
Jessica brings years of valuable experience
working with the National Adapted Physi-

cal Education Conference. Danielle has a
background in event planning and fundraising. Together this duo is excited to
bring the Colorado Adapted Physical Education Conference to Montrose, CO on
May 22nd-24th.
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS
TAX RELIEF BEGINS AT THE LOCAL LEVEL – TIME FOR CITY & COUNTY FOOD TAX HOLIDAY
Editor:
More than two years ago, a loose coalition
of Montrose City and County citizens
called for the Montrose City Council to
place on the 2020 municipal election ballot a question requesting that the sales tax
on food be rescinded.
Rather than put the question to the citizens, the City Council directed the City
Manager and Staff to put together a “dog
and pony show” or more appropriately, a
“sky is falling” public presentation on why
such a move would be detrimental to the
City’s finances.
On January 20, 2020 in City Council Chambers a public meeting was held wherein
the City Manager and Staff tried to make
the case that the City’s finances would fall
into the proverbial pits of hell if such a
measure was to pass. Of course, nothing
happened, and the City Council refused to
honor the Citizen’s request.
At the end of the day, the City’s case for
not wanting to eliminate the sales tax on
food is built upon the fact that they do not
receive any property taxes (which is true).
In a 1986 vote of the people, the Citizens
of the City of Montrose voted to raise the
City’s sales tax from 2% to 3% in exchange
for the elimination of a City property tax
on real estate within the City limits. Food
was included in the 3% sales tax as it had
historically been for decades prior to
1986.
In 1976 and again in 1982 and 2003, the
Citizens, fed up with the free-wheeling
spending of the City as well as the rising
cost of groceries, placed referendums on
the municipal ballot to rescind the sales
tax on food. They all failed to pass by various margins.
In 2014, the City Council, at the request of
the Montrose Recreation District, placed a
measure on a municipal ballot asking voters to approve a .3% sales tax within City
limits (not within the limits of the Rec District’s boundaries which far exceed the
City geographical limits) to allow them to
build the $30++ million dollar Rec Center.
This ballot question narrowly passed. This
sales tax increase applied to food as well
as all other goods. In spite of the huge

flow of revenue into the Rec District, they
have raised their mill levy on property
owners within the District’s boundaries
along with all of their fees since the passage of that sales tax without applying the
surplus revenue to paying down their
debt. Typical governmental move in my
opinion.
In 2019, the City Council again voted to
place a .58% sales tax question on the
ballot for a “Public Safety Sales Tax.” This
measure passed by roughly 100 votes
again increasing the tax burden on Citizens of the City of Montrose and, as always, placed a disproportionate burden
on the lower income residents of the City
and those in the County who must purchase their groceries within City limits.
Not to be left out of this, Montrose County received voter approval for a 1% Public
Safety Sales Tax and a .75% sales tax for
their Road and Bridge Department in 2007
that went into effect in 2008. This combined 1.75% sales tax was necessary for
public safety and repairing the deteriorating roads in the County that were underfunded due to property taxes that
couldn’t keep up with the demands of a
growing county. However, just like their
counterparts at the City and Rec District,
these sales taxes were across the board
and were placed on groceries as well as all
other purchases of goods in the County
and within the municipal limits of towns
and cities located within the County’s
boundaries.
Now, in 2022, inflation not seen in 40
years, is raging out of control with no end
in sight. Recent official government statistics cite an annual inflation rate of approximately 8.5% while real inflation is most
likely 50% higher when all other factors
are considered. A gallon of milk just a year
ago was roughly $2.00 in Montrose grocery stores. Today, it’s approaching $5.00
a gallon. You and I aren’t getting any more
milk for the $3.00 difference in price (or
any other item that has a fixed quantity
such as a pound of bacon, butter, hamburger, fish, etc.), however, the City, the
County and the Rec District are getting
huge inflation driven tax windfalls. In this

example, the sales tax collected on these
food items and all other food is more than
double what it was a year or so ago. Sales
tax revenue is pouring into local government at incredible rates not seen in years.
It’s time we citizens get a break!
I am hereby calling upon our elected officials (City Council and Board of County
Commissioners) to enact a temporary
moratorium (one year minimum) on the
collection of all sales tax on food purchased within Montrose County and the
City of Montrose for home consumption
to give much needed relief to the workingclass citizens who live and work here.
Wages simply cannot keep pace with the
rising cost of living. Small businesses cannot afford to pay the wages that inflation
is demanding they pay.
Tax relief begins at home, and it begins
with our elected officials taking the action
necessary to protect their constituents
from some of the damage being caused by
failing domestic policies at all levels of
government.
The protests that will come from local
government officials as to why this can’t
and shouldn’t happen will be the same as
we’ve heard before such as: “only 40% of
the tax on food is paid by City residents;
County residents, tourists and passers
through our area pay the rest.” “We have
financial obligations that we must meet
such as the debt service on infrastructure,
Montrose Urban Renewal Authority/
Colorado Outdoors obligations, bonds on
the Rec Center and Police Operations
Building, etc., etc. All of these are true,
HOWEVER, none of the debt for these
obligations are based upon the cost to
borrow money today. Their tax collections, without a tax on food, more than
covers these and many other obligations.
City and County citizens: MAKE YOUR
VOICES HEARD! Call the Montrose City
Councilors at 970-240-1400 and Montrose
County Commissioners at 970-249-7755
now!
This is a reasonable and responsible request of our elected officials. Let’s see if
they act without whining about it!
David White, Montrose
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CITY EYES IMPROVEMENTS TO NORTHEAST CORNER OF PARK & MAIN
By Caitlin Switzer
MONTROSE-All councilors were present (J.
David Reed virtually) as Mayor Dave Frank
called the May 16 Montrose City Council
work session to order. The session began
with the introduction of five new employees.
Joining the City team are Code Enforcement Officer Kevin Walters; Police Officer
Dave Copeland; Assistant to the Grounds
Superintendent Quinn Hughes; Parks
&Special Projects Worker Ryker Wright;
and Part-time Animal Shelter Technician
Camille Dick.
Human Resources Director Terri Wilcox
introduced Police Chief Blaine Hall, who
welcomed Walters. Walters is a former
MPD Sgt., Drug Task Force Officer, and
former undersheriff, Hall said. Walters will
fill in as Code Officer, Hall said. “It’s awesome to have him here.”
Copeland comes to MPD after28 years of
service with the Colorado State Patrol.
“I’m really looking forward to the opportunity to be part of the team at the PD,”
Copeland said. “...Every contact is an opportunity to make a difference for somebody.”
Deputy City Manager Ann Morgenthaler
said that Hughes has worked for the City
of Montrose at the golf course as a seasonal employee for the past three summers and is a graduate of Montrose High
School. “We are thrilled that he is officially
on our team as a full-time continuous employee, working on the maintenance
side...” Hughes said he is attending Penn
State Online World Campus to get a bachelor’s degree in turf grass science. “I really
enjoy it,” he said.
Wright is the newest Parks Division employee, Public Works Manager Jim Scheid
said. “He is needed; we are glad to have
him here...we are hurting right now for
employees so it’s good to have a new
one,” Scheid said. Wright is presently assigned to the cemetery.
Director of Animal Services Shelly
Robillard introduced Camille Dick. “I am a
senior at Vista Charter currently, I will be
graduating in December,” Dick said, “I’ve
just finished an emergency medical re-

Councilor Ed Ulibarri, far right, asked questions during the May 16 City Council work session.

sponder class and got certified as an
EMR...I am happy to be here and getting
more involved in the community.”
DISCUSSION ITEMS
Consultant Martin Landers of Plan Tools,
LLC joined Council and staff for a discussion of the Unified Development Code
Project. A project overview is included in
the work session packet.
Council and staff discussed the 6700 Road
Extension Design Contract. Council will
consider the award of a professional services contract to Del-Mont Consultants in
the amount of $97,200 for completion of
design studies and civil design associated
with the 6700 Road Extension Project.
There is a large communications cabinet
on the property, Murphy said. The contract is expected to come before Council
for a vote the first week of June.
Background-A memo from City Engineer
Scott Murphy to Council states, “The City
of Montrose comprehensive plan calls for
the eventual completion of 6700 Road as a
minor arterial where currently missing
between Sunnyside and Miami Roads (see
Figure 1). This project has remained a high
-priority capital project due to continued
traffic growth in the area; however, the
City did not own all of the rights of way
necessary to complete this missing link.
The City recently entered into a development agreement to secure these outstand-

ing rights of way which is now allowing
the design of the roadway to move forward.”
Public Works Manager Jim Scheid presented information on a Main Street
Streetscaping Project.
Council will consider authorization of
$238,000 for improvements to the northeast corner of the intersection of Park Ave
and Main St. Included is a contract with
Kuboske Construction, LLC in the amount
of $215,908.94. Though not planned, the
improvement is very much needed, Scheid
said.
Background- A memo from Scheid to
Council states, “Kuboske Construction, LLC
is scheduled to complete a façade improvement for Montrose Hardware in
2022. City staff has requested that Kuboske also provide pricing for a streetscaping
improvement in the same area that they
would be working. The City provided Kuboske with a conceptual sketch...of the
streetscaping and specifications to match
the other downtown infrastructure such as
decorative lights and trees. Kuboske Construction provided a bid with a detailed
breakdown and City staff were able to
review this in detail to ensure the pricing
provided is fair.”
Scheid discussed the award of $77,616.20
in funds for asbestos abatement at the
former Wells Fargo Building at 400 E.
Continued next pg
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CITY EYES IMPROVEMENTS TO NORTHEAST CORNER OF PARK & MAIN
From previous pg
Main Street, including a contract with
Asbestos Professionals LLC in the amount
of $67,492.35. The contract award is associated with the purchase and remodel of
the building by the City and is funded
from the General Fund Reserves. Mayor
Pro Tem Barbara Bynum asked that flowers be planted in the planters along the
front of the building; Scheid said staff is
working to fix the water supply to the
planter boxes. Councilor Ulibarri asked
about asbestos in the front of the Hartman Brothers facility on Main Street,

noting that neighboring property owners
have asked him about the situation. The
building owner is currently having an assessment done, Scheid said. “We are still
waiting on those assessments to be
done...I have not been told of a date they
will do the demo.” City Manager Bill Bell
said, “The important thing is it’s not a city
project and we’re not allowed to remove
that asbestos, so it’s totally out of the
city’s control and out of our jurisdiction.”
GENERAL DISCUSSION
Police Chief Blaine Hall said that a police

officer recruiting event would be held the
following Saturday at the Montrose County Event Center. CDOT has asked that the
underpass trail be closed during upcoming
overlay work. Murphy gave an overview
of the ongoing work on Woodgate Road.
Bell said that Downtown parking will be
worse for a short time. The best place to
park is near Centennial Plaza and San Juan
Brews, he said. Council adjourned the
regular work session and left to attend a
budget work session in the Centennial
Room.

CITY RELEASES DRAWING FOR CMU CONCEPT PLAN

Mirror staff report
MONTROSE-Stakeholders have received the above City of Montrose concept plan drawing for proposed changes to access at
South Third Street, as the City partners with the University to expand the footprint of CMU’s Montrose Campus. Courtesy image.
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DEPUTY CITY MANAGER ANNOUNCES DURING REGULAR MEETING THAT
DEVELOPER NEXT TO MONTROSE REC CENTER HAS BEEN AWARDED CHFA TAX CREDITS

“That project will happen,” Morgenthaler said, noting competitive process

By Caitlin Switzer
MONTROSE-Mayor Dave Frank called the
meeting to order and led all in saying the
Pledge of Allegiance at the regular Montrose City Council meeting of Tuesday, May
17. All councilors were present, including
Mayor Frank, Mayor Pro Tem Barbara
Bynum, and councilors J. David Reed
(virtually present), Doug Glaspell, and Ed
Ulibarri. Also present were the members
of the Montrose Youth City Council, including Gunnison Clamp, Harrison Hall,
Jasmine Hemenway, Grace Hotsenpiller,
Amy Scriffiny, and Indie Taylor.
Mayor Pro Tem Bynum had no changes to
the meeting agenda.
Council issued a Mental Health Month
proclamation as well as a Motorcycle
Awareness Month proclamation.
Mayor Frank read the proclamations into
the record, and Laura Baker later stepped
forward to accept the first, while Rich and
Linda Fuller of the Gold Wing Road Riders
Association accepted the second.
CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON NONAGENDA ITEMS
There were no comments heard from the
public on non-agenda items.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Council voted to approve minutes of the
May 3, 2022 regular City Council meeting.
YOUTH CITY COUNCIL REPORT TO CITY
COUNCIL
Staff Youth Council Coordinators Kailey
Rhoten and Mikayla Unruh welcomed the
members of the City Youth Council and
honored two graduating seniors, Gunnison
Clamp and Harrison Hall. Youth Council
will focus on recruitment efforts for the
coming year.
HOTEL AND RESTAURANT LIQUOR LICENSE TRANSFER APPLICATION
An application for transfer of a hotel and
restaurant liquor license at 1032 6450
Road from Kinikin Processing LLC, doing
business as Kinikin Processing LLC, to
Kinikin Processing Company LLC, doing
business as Kinikin Processing Company
LLC, for consumption on the licensed
premises was continued as the applicant
was not present.
ORDINANCE 2590-FIRST READING

As discussed previously in work session,
Council voted to adopt Ordinance 2590 on
First Reading, amending Title 5 Chapter 15
Sections 2 and 7, regarding a sales tax exemption for a fee the State of Colorado is
imposing on carryout bags.
ORDINANCE 2589-SECOND READING
As discussed in work session and on first
reading, Council voted to approve Ordinance 2589, amending Title 4 Chapter 4
Section 24, regarding Planned Development (PD) regulations to clarify the process, consent, and public notice requirements for applications to amend an existing planned development plan.
ORDINANCE 2588 - FIRST READING
Presented by City Engineer Scott Murphy,
Ordinance 2588 grants and authorizes the
conveyance of an interest in City-owned
real estate to Montrose County, pursuant
to §1-9-2 of the Official Code of the City of
Montrose. Council voted to approve Ordinance 2588 on first reading.
MOVING MONTROSE FORWARD 2022
STREET MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
AWARD
Council voted to approve the award of a
construction contract to Mountain Valley
Contracting in the amount of $1,430,000
for completion of the Moving Montrose
Forward 2022 Contract Street Maintenance Project.
“It’s great seeing that the streets are
keeping on our radar constantly,” Mayor
Frank said, “So our citizens understand
that, even though sometimes it’s a little
frustrating with the closures, that we’re
really doing a lot of work on our streets to
make them better and safer.”
STAFF REPORTS
City Finance Director Shani Wittenberg
presented the Sales, Use & Excise Tax Collection Report.
Wittenberg also presented the First Quarter Budget Review. She said, “It’s nice to
do the Sales & Use Tax Report before we
do the Budget Review, so you see that we
are doing very well as far as revenues in
the General Fund and the Public Safety
fund, as well we are in Water, Sewer,
Trash, and the Golf Course,” she said.
Wittenberg’s memo is included in the

work session packet.
GENERAL COMMENTS
Deputy City Manager Ann Morgenthaler
said that she just received approval to
share the news that a developer who has
proposed to build housing next to the
Montrose Recreation Center has been
awarded Colorado Housing & Finance Authority (CHFA) tax credits.
“That project will happen,” Morgenthaler
said, “It was an incredibly competitive
round...I think it’s something for our community to be very proud of that CHFA
awarded it to a development here in
Montrose...I am looking forward to partnering with the developers as they work
to build this project...they are excited to
work in Montrose.”
City Engineer Scott Murphy said the utility
work on Townsend Avenue is generally
complete. “We couldn’t be more excited.”
Ulibarri thanked Wittenberg for the recent Big Picture Budget Presentation. “I
learned a lot about what is happening in
the City of Montrose...a lot of it has to do
with finding employees that want to work
for the city and contractors who have time
to work with the city...I know the staff is
working really hard to find subcontractors
to do the work, and staff to do the
work...”
He thanked staff and council for their
efforts. “I was quite impressed with the
questions that were asked at the big budget review for next year. There’s plenty of
thought going into the budget process—
there’s definitely a lot of questions.”
City Manager Bill Bell thanked Ulibarri for
his comments, noting that staffing has
been difficult over the past year.
“It seems like employees disappeared,
and potential employees, poof they were
gone all of a sudden,” Bell said. Human
Resources is working to find creative ways
to bring in new employees.
Bell also wished Councilor Doug Glaspell a
Happy Birthday.
Mayor Frank said that a number of City
positions are currently open, and there
would be a police recruitment activity that
Saturday. With no further business Frank
adjourned the meeting.
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS
MONTROSE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HONOR LOCAL
RESIDENT BY DECLARING MAY 18, 2022 AS ZILLAMAY DAY
Special to the Mirror
MONTROSE— The Montrose Board of County Commissioners officially proclaimed
May 18,2022 as ZillaMay Day in honor of ZillaMay Brown and her contributions to our
community.
The proclamation occurred in theregularly scheduled board of county commissioners
meeting, as well as a presentation of a book with historical county landmarks and
framed photograph of the recent recognition of the Olathe Co-Op as a Montrose
County Designated Historical Landmark.
“ZillaMay is a force to be reckoned with—her passion for history and learning knows
no bounds,” said Commissioner Sue Hansen. “ZillaMay has given so much to this community both as an educator and historical wizard, and I am grateful for her leadership,
dedication to our local history, and friendship.”
Mrs. Brown served as a teacher in the Montrose County School District for nearly 25
years, instilling her love and knowledge of history on hundreds of students. She is also
a lifetime member of the Montrose County Historical Society and has been committed
to the recognition and preservation of the authentic historical record of Montrose
County.
Mrs. Brown was also the driving force behind the creation of the Montrose County
Historic Landmark Board and has served as chair since its inception in 2013. She is
resigning from the board to spend more time with family. To learn more about the
Montrose County Historic Landmark Advisory Board, please visit https://
www.montrosecounty.net/688/Historic-Landmark-Advisory-Board.

Courtesy photo (L to R:) Commissioner Roger
Rash, ZillaMay Brown, Commissioner Sue
Hansen.

RIVER BENEFIT & AUCTION
Special to Art & Sol
TELLURIDE-River Benefit & Auction, Troutapalooza 2022, July 14 from 6 - 9 p.m. at High Pie Pizzeria & Tap Room, 100 W. Colorado
Ave., Telluride. A benefit for conservation of fish habitat and water quality in the San Miguel River watershed, with live and silent
auctions featuring exclusive guided trips, special rods, reels, and other high-end gear, clothing and accessories (online auction goes
live on July 1!). Advance ticket purchase required: $50 per person includes food, beer, wine, and contribution to nonprofit watershed efforts. Sponsored and organized by Trout Unlimited's Gunnison Gorge Anglers, Telluride Outside and Alpine Bank.
Information: https://troutapalooza.org/fundraiser-and-auction/ or email conservation@troutapalooza.org.
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BOCC RECOGNIZES ZILLAMAY DAY, MENTAL HEALTH MONTH IN PROCLAMATIONS
By Caitlin Switzer
MONTROSE-In the absence of BOCC Chair
Keith Caddy, Montrose Board of County
Commissioners (BOCC) Vice Chair Sue
Hansen called the regular meeting to order on Wednesday, May 18. Commissioner Roger Rash was also present. Pastor
Mike Lundberg of Church on the Hill delivered the invocation.
Lundberg asked God to intercede for the
commissioners, “...for the important decisions they need to make on behalf of our
county. They have a full agenda...grant
them your wisdom to make these decisions in accord with your will, for us oh
Lord...”
County Planner Tallmadge Richmond led
all in saying the Pledge of Allegiance.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
There were no comments heard from the
public on non-agenda items.
COUNTY MANAGER
County Manager Jon Waschbusch moved
Item C-9, Consideration and possible authorization of the Chair’s signature on the
Unified Lease Summary Agreement for a
2022 Chevy Suburban at lease rate of
$6,000 per annum, to Item D-5, and
moved Item D-4, consideration and possible authorization for the Board’s signature
on a proclamation declaring May 18, 2022
as ZillaMay Day in Montrose County, to
Item D-1.
CONSENT AGENDA
Consent Agenda items were accepted as
amended, with Item C-6 assigned Resolution No. 34-2022; Item C-10 assigned Resolution No. 35-2022; Item C-25 assigned
Resolution No. 36-2022; Item C-26 assigned Resolution No. 37-2022; Item C-27
assigned Resolution No. 38-2022; and
Item C-28 assigned Resolution No.392022. Commissioner Rash stopped occasionally to re-count as he listed the assigned resolution numbers.
GENERAL BUSINESS & ADMINISTRATIVE
ITEMS
Media Relations Director Katie Yergensen
introduced the first Item, a proclamation
declaring May 18, 2022 as ZillaMay Day in
Montrose County. As noted in the proclamation, ZillaMay Brown has worked tirelessly to preserve local history, “

A retired teacher and life-time member of
the Montrose County Historical Society,
Brown was a driving force behind the formation of the Montrose County Historic
Landmark Board and served as Chairman
since its inception in 2013, the proclamation notes.
BOCC Vice Chair Sue Hansen said, “I understand you taught Roger Rash in school,
ZillaMay?”
“I didn’t teach him to count,” Brown said.
“...I just want you to know how much
you’re going to be missed,” Hansen said,
adding that she has always marveled at
Brown’s passion for history, “and how
much we’ve appreciated all your work.”
Rash said it was an honor to make the
proclamation.
“Thank you so much. You don’t know how
much you changed my life when I was in
grade school and ended up here in Montrose, and coming from the West End, just
being behind,” Rash said. “What a difference schools make, and good teachers...thank you for all your service to the
community...it’s just been an honor to
work with you...I’m just so happy to see
this day happen.”
The BOCC voted enthusiastically to declare May 18, 2022 as ZillaMay Day in
Montrose County, and presented Brown
with a book showcasing Montrose County
landmarks.
“It’s a great honor,” Brown said, “...Thank
you so much.”
Hansen opened a public hearing for the
second General Business item, consideration and possible adoption of a resolution
in agreement to decline participation in
the Colorado Family and Medical Leave
Insurance program (FAMLI) beginning Jan.
1, 2023 (as noted in the proposed resolution the Colorado General Assembly has
enacted legislation known as the Paid
Family and Medical Leave Insurance Act
(FAMLI) in 2021 C.R.S. 8-13.3-501, et seq.,
the provisions of which will become operative in 2023.)
Human Resources Director Leslie Quon
presented background information and
discussed the benefits provided by the
county to employees. Information comparing the County’s benefits to the State’s

Commissioner Roger Rash and BOCC Vice
Chair Sue Hansen presented Brown with a
book showcasing Montrose County landmarks. Meeting screenshot.

program has been provided to all county
employees. A public vote is needed for the
county to opt out of the State program.
Commissioner Rash said, “This is just
more bad legislation that they’re causing
counties to jump through hoops for. Most
counties offer their employees good benefit packages because you have to because
we are competitive...it’s an honor to offer
our employees the benefits we offer...it’s
an honor to run this motion to reject this
state legislative mandate.” Hansen noted
that the County’s family leave accommodations are better than those proposed by
the state. Hansen closed the public hearing. Commissioners voted to adopt Resolution 40-2022.
Assistant County Attorney Joseph Gaffney
presented information on the third General Business item, Second Reading and
possible adoption of the Amended Animal
Control ordinance, including updated language in conformity with SB 21-271, the
addition of a provision concerning barking
dogs, and other revisions deemed necessary and appropriate. First Reading occurred on May 4, 2022, and publication
occurred on May 6, 2022. Gaffney provided copies of the ordinance. If adopted, the
ordinance will become effective in 30
days, and will be available on the County
web site.
Citizen Lynn Carretta spoke. “...I’d just like

Continued next pg

The Montrose Mirror | May 23, 2022

Page 39

BOCC RECOGNIZES ZILLAMAY DAY, MENTAL HEALTH MONTH IN PROCLAMATIONS
From previous pg
to thank you so much for giving our officers a tool to help have some calmness in
the county.”
William Hollenbeck said he has not fully
read the ordinance but has some concerns. “I get it, having this in the city, high
density, but when you move in to the
country you do have some expectations of
noises, smells, activities that take place...I
think there are other ways this could be
dealt with...”
Hansen discussed the reasoning behind
the ordinance and encouraged Hollenbeck
to read through the ordinance. She
thanked Gaffney for reading all dog barking ordnances in the state while crafting
one for Montrose.
Rash said the ordinance will be helpful to
those who live in higher density housing
outside city limits. Also, “We don’t want
dogs running at large...I think there’s a lot
of protections in here, and we really tried
to put side rails on it to make sure it was
fair and equitable.”
The BOCC voted to approve Amended
Animal Control Ordinance 2022-01.
Bethany Maher with Tri County Health
Network presented a proclamation declaring May as Mental Health Month in Montrose County. Maher read the proclamation
into the record. Tri County Health Net-

work will soon be moving into a space in
the Mexican American Development Association (MADA) facility, Maher said.
“It really is an honor to do this proclamation,” Rash said. “Because it is a huge issue
in our community...this is very important
we get this awareness out...”
The proclamation is a small part of that,
Hansen said. “It’s really about the action
we take after that.”
Commissioners voted to sign the proclamation.
The BOCC voted to approve authorization
of the Chair’s signature on the Unified
Lease Summary Agreement for a 2022
Chevy Suburban at lease rate of $6,000
per annum.
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
Commissioners voted to approve the
Sheep Dog Large Tract Exemption proposal to divide three lots from 120-acre
parcel at Parcel 399301300021, as presented by Planner Tallmadge Richmond.
Also approved were five minor subdivisions, also presented by Richmond:
-Landfill Minor Subdivision proposal to
divide 22 acres into two lots at Parcel
376713300015, 67430 Landfill Road;
-Noles Minor Subdivision proposal to divide 10 acres into two lots at Parcel
399131203001;

-Tin Cup Too Minor Subdivision proposal
to divide a 19.22 acre lot into three lots at
Parcel 399318211002;
-Jolley Minor Subdivision proposal to divide a 34.85 acre lot into three lots at Parcel 372317100015, 6474 5750 Road; and
-High Mesa Haven Minor Subdivision proposal to divide a 4.7107 acre lot into three
lots at Parcel 372328201003, 8298 High
Mesa Road.
Commissioners approved the Patricia Foster Large Tract Exemption proposal to divide three lots from a 75.990-acre parcel
at Parcel 376730400027, and a Quitclaim
Deed associated with the vacation of a
public right-of-way proposal to vacate a
portion of public road right-of-way lying
between Original Lots 33 & 48 Orchard
Home Subdivision, Sec. 23, T50N, R10W.
MONTROSE COUNTY LOCAL LIQUOR LICENSING AUTHORITY
Commissioners left regular session to convene as the local liquor licensing authority,
approving an application for a Special
Event Permit for San Juan Health Care
Foundation, Inc., held at Storm King
Mountain Ranch, 70777 Buckhorn Road,
on June 3, 2022.
The BOCC returned to regular session;
with no further business, “This meeting is
adjourned,” Hansen said.
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS
FOR BIDEN, ENSURING THAT MEN IDENTIFYING AS WOMEN CAN DOMINATE WOMEN'S SPORTS, USE
GIRLS' CHANGING ROOMS IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE INTERESTS OF WORKING-CLASS AMERICANS
Editor:
I found Ron Sobieck's (MDP 5/7, MM 5/9)
and Lesley Hallenborg's (MDP 5/7) comments on abortion mostly positive.
Sobieck asks the question “Once a child is
born, do they really care what happens to
it?” Hallenborg makes a similar point in
indicating that “once the baby is born, the
young mother and child are on their own”
and that we should be doing more to assist young mothers. While I don't agree
with Sobieck that those evil Republicans
are to blame, or with Hallenborg that
abortion must be an option because of the
difficulty of raising a child, I think they
bring up pertinent issues needing real solutions.
Sobieck also indicated that he agrees with
Bill Clinton's position years ago that
“Abortion should be accessible, safe, and
exceedingly rare.” I suspect that a majority
of everyday Democrats agree with that. In
fact, most Americans want abortion restricted to the first trimester (12 weeks),
while only 28% support allowing abortion
in the second trimester, and only 13% in
the third trimester. Here's the problem:
the radicals in charge of today's Democratic party have increasingly embraced
unfettered abortion far beyond what even
their own party members support.
Schumer's recent abortion bill would have
permitted abortion at any point during a
pregnancy right up until birth, demolished
state-level parental notification laws
(which polls indicate are overwhelmingly
popular), and even wiped-out conscience
protections which allow doctors to abstain
from performing abortions if they have a
moral objection. In California, proposed
legislation (A.B. 2223) would decriminalize

the killing of newborns up until the first
month after birth. In 2019, Democrats in
New York lit up the Freedom Tower to
celebrate the passage of a state law that
removed almost all restrictions on abortion , even in the third trimester, while in
Illinois, Democrats repealed the state's
Partial Birth Abortion Act. Colorado has
now legalized abortion for any reason and
at any time up to birth.
Germany, France, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, and Denmark all limit abortions on
demand to fifteen weeks gestation or earlier.
Fifteen weeks is the restriction in the Mississippi law at the heart of the current
Supreme Court case, with exceptions for
“medical emergency” or a “severe fetal
abnormality”. Most Americans agree with
that law. Radicals in control of the Democrat party no longer want to frame abortion as a solemn, unfortunate event, but
as something to be outright celebrated
and cheered. They don't want a woman to
describe her abortion as “the most difficult decision I ever made” because that
implies a debate about whether the
“fetus” should live, thereby endowing it
with the status of a being. The abortion
industry doesn't want anyone to imply
that abortion is a moral issue at all – that
the “fetus” is really an independent life
within the woman.
Today's radical Democratic party is perfectly content with having draconian abortion policies more in line with China and
North Korea than anything in the West.
Regardless of pro-lifers like myself believing abortion is an atrocity, a slight majority
of Americans want abortion to remain
legal in the first trimester, and that is

probably not going to change. The problem as I see it is that the Democrat party is
now fully owned by the extremists that
went from “safe, rare, and legal” to totally
unlimited abortion -- and redefining that
as a virtuous and morally neutral act.
Democrats have to ask themselves why
their party is so protective of unlimited
abortion and why the extremists could
care less what the majority of their party
thinks on the issue.
When you think about it, abortion extremism is no different from everything
else they are doing that is contrary to the
beliefs of the majority of party members
(self-inflicted inflation/recession and outof-control fuel costs, invasion at our
southern border, demonizing/defunding
police and the resultant crime wave, inciting racial strife and hatred, incompetent
foreign policies potentially leading to
WWIII, the Ministry of Truth, and much
more.) Independent thinking Democrats
have to get to the point where they realize
that absolutely everything Biden has done
thus far is contrary to the interests of every working-class American citizen.
If and when that occurs, we can have
some constructive bi-partisan conversations about how to improve issues like
giving young mothers the support they
need to survive. Meanwhile, Biden and his
handlers are too busy intentionally destroying everything they touch and creating chaos to be concerned about baby
formula shortages or affordable child care.
Ensuring that men identifying as women
can dominate women's sports and use
girls' changing rooms is much more important, you see.
Ed Henrie, Montrose
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS

LIFE IS A GIFT
Editor:
The development of a new human life is
an amazing and awe-inspiring process.
With tiny cameras and other scientific
techniques, we can now see the little one
growing inside the mother’s body in great
detail. Our understanding of the process
is continually increasing.
It all begins as soon as the 23 chromosomes from each parent unite. The American College of Pediatricians reports: “The
predominance of human biological research confirms that human life begins at
conception—fertilization. At fertilization,
the human being emerges as a whole,
genetically distinct, individuated zygotic
living human organism…”
At conception, everything about the unborn baby has been determined—the eye
and hair color, whether it is a boy or a girl,
the blood type (which may be different
from the mother’s), the personality and
talents. After just 3 weeks, the heart

starts beating. At 12 weeks, the baby is
developed enough and coordinated
enough to start sucking his or her thumb.
It’s a wonderful privilege to be a mother.
We can participate in the development of
this newly created life, and bring a unique
human life into the world.
Our U.S. Constitution declared that all of
us “are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness.”
It also states that the government’s role is
to secure these rights. Since life comes
from our Creator, it’s not a human’s right
to take the life of another (unless God
allows it, mostly in judgment to protect
others).
God created the family as the basic unit
of society. The ideal is for a man and
woman to make a commitment to one
another in marriage, then to have children
whom they raise in this loving, nurturing

environment.
But even if the circumstances of a child’s
conception are not ideal, the results can
be turned around into a positive experience. There is much help available to get
the support needed. Our government
provides medical and financial assistance.
Pregnancy centers offer free pregnancy
tests and often ultrasounds. There the
mother or couple can get all of the information they need by watching medically
accurate and relevant videos with a client
advocate, with whom they can discuss
their questions. By watching these, they
earn free baby clothes and baby furniture.
If adoption is desired, they can have help
arranging it. There is even help for women who have had an abortion, and need
healing for the emotional repercussions.
No matter what the circumstances are,
both mother and child are precious, and
deserve support. Life is a gift!
Sandy Anderson, Montrose
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION PLANS TO HAND OVER AMERICA'S NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY TO THE WHO
Editor;
Before the 2020 election, President Trump
warned everyone who would listen that if
Joe Biden were to be elected president
the bottom would fall out of the stock
market and that their investments and
retirement funds would tank. Some heeded the warning and switched investments,
but others foolishly weren't even listening........listening to a man who as it turned
out was right on everything he predicted
and accomplished. Now again he was
right. Look at the stock market today under Biden. Only now it isn't just those nasty "white supremists" who are deservedly
being savaged by this America-hating thug
in the White House. It's also the Biden
voters who are now watching their savings
vanish. So how's that working out for ya
all? Now that Biden and the Democrats
have your financial assets under their jackbooted feet they are now working on another hideous power grab from the American people.
Coming in a few days the World Health
Organization (WHO), who has already
proven to be a willing partner of China's
Communist Party with assistance from
(guess who?) the Biden Administration, is
set to vote on a provision that would give
the WHO control of the health directives
of 193 countries around the world including the U.S. If passed, it would allow communist China, which controls the WHO, to
dictate our national health decisions. Now,
is that just a coincidence that Biden would
be in collusion with communist China
(who he and his family, especially his son,
are making $ millions in lucrative business

deals) and the WHO when those three are
the main players in the Covid scandal?
Nah! President Trump rightly terminated
our membership in the WHO because of
its communist Chinese involvement, but
ol' brainless Joe immediately reestablished
his collusion with communist China and
exposed the U.S. once again to the sinister
Covid players. Simply stated, the Biden
administration plans to hand over America's national sovereignty to the WHO for
the next health emergency. And there
WILL be another health emergency for the
fall elections to allow the same cheating in
Biden's bragged about voting fraud system
that got him elected by truck-loads of mail
-in ballots at midnight. The U.S. has been
secretly negotiating with the WHO and
China on this provision since January.
There has been no media coverage or
public debate. Voting will be done in secrecy by simple majority May 22-28 in
Switzerland where Congress will have no
say and YOU will have no say. If this is voted in Biden will be giving away our national sovereignty again through HIS administration's amendments which proposes all
nations to surrender their sovereignty
over national healthcare decisions to the
WHO. This WHO organization is a subsidiary of the Chinese Communist Party who
will have authority over YOUR health care!
Get the idea? This president and his donkeys are traitors. Biden and his cult should
be impeached. The Biden amendment will
make the U.S.legally obligated by international treaty to comply with whatever the
WHO decides! Isn't that neat? Images
have been shown of the Chinese LOCKED

in their apartments pleading for help during the pandemic and this can be duplicated around the world under the direction
of the World Health Organization!
This doesn't end here......these new dictatorial powers will be invested in the Director-General of WHO, commonly known as
Tedros, the first non-physician directorgeneral of WHO and known as an extreme
Marxist activist blessed by the Chinese
Communist Party and Biden. Get the connection between Biden and family and the
Communist Party?
So lets do an interesting exercise. For every time you see "Biden" in this article,
change it to "Trump".
Wherever you see "Trump", change it to
"Biden". Wherever you see "Democrat",
change it to "Republican". Wherever you
see "Joe", change it to "Donald". Now,
looking at that picture, don't you think the
Democrat hypocrisy machine would go
into a full-blown bent-out-of-shape hysterical nervous explosion followed by uncontrollable fear and emotion and screaming if President Trump had committed all
this treason?
They would be screaming "impeach",
"impeach"! Only this time they would be
right and have the truth on their side and
lying Adam Schiff wouldn't have to lie
when he swears he "has the evidence".
Tragically there are no rules of conduct for
Democrats. They have no conscience.....their lies and contempt for
America prove it. What a blessing it will be
to have the "Great Maga King" back in
2024!
Jerry Bartholome, Montrose
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES
EVA JENNIECE BOHNENKAMP
September 15, 1955 – May 16, 2022
EVA JENNIECE BOHNENKAMP was our
loving, kind Mom, Wife and Friend. She
was born September 15, 1955 to the late
Evelyn Rose (Steele) and Bernard Lancelot Woodruff in Montrose, CO. She died
May 16, 2022 at the age of 66. Except for
five years, she spent her entire life in
Montrose. She graduated from Montrose High School in 1973, moved to the
Fort Collins/Loveland area in 1974 where,
in 1975, she met her future husband, Michael Bohnenkamp. They were married
in 1976 and welcomed their daughter
Lexi (Elder) in 1978. In1979, they moved
back to Montrose to be closer to her
parents. Their son Chris was born in 1982.
After moving back to Montrose, the
Church of Christ was a constant in her
life and her faith was a true and complete part of who she was every day.
Jenniece worked in several different
bookkeeping and office service roles, but
also spent time at home with her kids.
She never missed a game or an activity or

a way to support her children. She was
so proud of her family history in Colorado, and she loved this state and this
town. The Steele family, her mother’s
side, first settled in Colorado in 1858. Her
great, great grandfather, Thomas Jefferson Steele was the first governor of
Jefferson, which was Colorado’s name
when it was a territory.
Her family was instrumental in bringing
some of the first ranching, and also
brought the first longhorn cattle to
Western Colorado. She also loved her
country and was passionate about politics.
Jenniece is survived by her husband,
Michael; her son, Chris; her daughter Lexi
and her husband Drew Elder and her two
children Claire and Ben Elder; and her
brother Marc Woodruff, his wife Kya,
their children Kya Lyndsay and Dustin,
and Marc’s daughter Karalee, and her
two children, Dylan and Jackson Wasserman.

The family has requested that in lieu of
flowers to donate to AFTD, the Association for Frontotemporal Degeneration to
support their mission to improve the
quality of life of people affected by FTD
and drive research to a cure.
(theaftd.org)
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES
EMILIA “MILLIE” G. PAVLICH
July 30, 1930- April 27, 2022
her life.
Millie worked in a number of business
and government environments in an administrative support capacity. During
that time, she met and fell in love with
David R. Pavlich. They were married on
February 10, 1951 in Trinidad, CO. Over
the course of the next 16 years, Millie
and Dave lived in a number of different
locations in CO, NM, and KS as part of
Dave’s career with the JC Penney Co. In
the process, their family grew to six children. Their last transfer was to Montrose, CO which was to become their
home for the next 57 years.
The size of their family kept Millie busy
throughout her life, but she always made
time for volunteer activities at church
and in the community. As her older chilEMILIA “MILLIE” G. PAVLICH entered
dren left home, she went back into the
into eternal life on April 27, 2022. She
working world with the local McDonalds
was born on July 30, 1930 to immigrant
helping with daily activities and coordiparents Emilio Ferraro and Gertrude
nating community outreach programs.
(Lennerz) Ferraro.
Millie possessed a true servant’s heart.
Raised in the small coal mining town of She reached out to anyone who needed
Cokedale, CO, Millie was taught from an a hand, a supporting shoulder, a welcomearly age the need for a strong faith in
ing hug, a caring ear, or a good, homeGod, the importance of strong family
cooked meal. She was a faithful member
bonds, and the value of hard work and
of St. Mary’s Catholic Church where she
perseverance; lessons she followed all of served as a Lector and Eucharistic Minis-

ter.
Millie was preceded into eternal life by
her husband Dave; her parents; her siblings Rose (and husband Joe Martorano),
Alvin (and wife Shirley), and Elsie (and
husband Frank Leone); as well as her
grandson Mark Pavlich.
Millie is survived by her beloved children
and their families: David and Patty - John,
Paul, and Matthew; Ken and Carole - Marie, Claire, and Theo; Greg - Nina; Mike
and Ellen - Christopher, Anthony, Angelina, Bernadette, Dominic, and Cecilia;
Steven and Kathryn - Cyprian and Athanasius; and Jane and Brian - Daniel. She
also has been blessed with 10 greatgrandchildren as well as numerous nieces and nephews and their families.
Millie will be remembered at a vigil on
Thursday, June 2, 2022, at 7pm and laid
to rest with a Funeral Mass at 10am on
Friday, June 3, 2022 at St. Mary Church in
Montrose, CO. Donations in Millie’s
memory may be made to Pope John Paul
II Academy, 67051 Sunnyside Rd, Montrose, CO 81401 or Sharing Ministries
Foodbank, 121 Rio Grande Ave, Montrose, CO 81401.
Crippin Funeral Home is assisting Mrs.
Pavlich’s family.
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES
ALICE LOUISE CATLIN
July 1, 1943 – May 12, 2022
There are special people in our lives who
will never leave us…even after they are
gone. You will be forever in our hearts.
Alice Louise Catlin took the Lord’s hand
when he called her home on Thursday
May 12, 2022. Alice was born July 1,1943
to Lewis & Florence (Harper) Nichols in
Fruita, CO. She was one of five children
born during a time of hard work, farming
and ranching. She and her family moved
to Ridgway, Co and raised sheep and
cattle. At a very early age she fell in love
with horses, she loved to race her horse
“sweetheart” through the meadows at
the ranch. As a freshman in high school,
she won 1st place in 4-H for a wool dress
that she made by hand.
Alice continued on with a life of farming
after marrying her high school sweetheart Wallace “Bub” Catlin on February
4,1961. They made several farms a home
from Shavano Valley, Olathe, to Spring
Creek Mesa. They raised 3 sons to farming and ranching and added a daughter
along the way. All of their children went
to Montrose schools, where Alice was
very involved with 4-H and FFA. In 1985
Bub and Alice moved to the San Luis valley living in several locations and finally
putting down roots in Del Norte where
they currently reside. In the San Luis Valley Alice worked as a cook in the Del
Norte elementary school and rediscovered her true love of teaching children.
She pursued and gained her teaching
degree in 1994 and taught kindergarten

for 24 years before retiring in 2007.
Throughout Alice’s life, family was the
most important thing. She was an excellent wife, mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother, teacher, truck and
tractor driver, “go-fer”, cook, disciplinarian (in her soft style), bookkeeper, secretary and excellent in household management.
Alice loved to dance. Many remember
her and Bub “cutting a rug” at the Montrose and Monte Vista Elks clubs. Her
thirst for learning and fascination with
history resided deep as well. She handled
numerous bouts of cancer and health
issues with her beautiful style, grace and
never quit attitude that she was known
for. It was a very rare occasion when you
did not see her wonderful smile. Her love
of horses carried her through her cancer
by becoming her sanctuary and escape,
being around all of them brought her so
much joy.
Alice is survived by her husband of 61
years Wallace “Bub” Catlin, son Rick
(Peggy) Catlin of Grand Junction, CO, son
Rod (Janet) Catlin of Monahan, TX, son
Rusty (Eugenia) Catlin of Olathe, CO,
daughter Carol (Jay) Swingle of Montrose, CO, sister Ruth Hildestad of Spring
Creek, NV, sister Marylou (Jim) Herr of
Milaca, MN, brother George (Wan Wan)
Nichols of Elizabeth, CO, 10 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren and numerous nieces and nephews.
Our sincere gratitude is extended to fam-

ily and friends for all the love & support
throughout her lifetime and during her
illness. To Valley Manor and hospice staff
that took such amazing care of her thank
you.
There will be a celebration of life at the
Montrose Christian Church on Monday
May 23rd at 10:30 am as well as a celebration of life in Del Norte on Saturday, May
28, 2022, 11:30 am at North Park (Spruce
Street and First) in Del Norte.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to, Circle 3 Cowboy
Fellowship Kids, 62885 LaSalle Rd, Montrose, Colorado 81403
Arrangements are being made by Crippin Funeral Home.
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES
LINDA JOYCE HUDGENS
Nov 7,1952- April 29, 2022
LINDA JOYCE HUDGENS, 69, passed
away April 29'", 2022, at Montrose Memorial Hospital with loved ones by her
side. Linda fought a long, five-year battle
with ovarian and Lung cancer. Linda was
born in her family home in Cedaredge
CO, Nov 7th,1952, to Arthur Gregg Scott
and Mary Elizabeth (Harding) Scott
where she was raised.
Linda graduated from Cedaredge High
School in 1971and attended Mesa Jr College in Grand Junction, Co.
Linda married John H Davis on May 3rd,
1980, and they shared 32 wonderful
years of marriage until John passed away
in 2012. A few years later Linda found a
renewed sense of happiness with Lawrence R Hudgens, and they were married
June 22, 2014, they shared seven years of
happy retirement in Montrose CO.
Linda enjoyed baking, yard work, plant-

ing flowers and she especially loved
Grand Mesa Sunsets and spending time
with family and friends.
Linda was a kind and gentle soul even in
her last hours she was the most positive
and caring person. There was not a person Linda met whose heart she didn't
touch.
Linda was such a joyous, positive person
and enjoyed life to the fullest. Linda will
be missed dearly.
Linda is proceeded in death by her parents, Author and Mary Scott, her first
husband John H. Davis and her sister
Betty Jean Burnutt.
Linda is survived by her husband Lawrence R Hudgens, Brother Logan Gregg
Scott, stepchildren of John H. Davis,
stepchildren of Lawrence R Hudgens and
chosen family Derrick, April Sutherland
and Family.

RONALD “RON” LYLE SANDERS
RONALD “RON” LYLE SANDERS, 79,
Montrose, sailed away once again on
May 8, 2022. Ron spent his childhood in
Pocatello Idaho, & Ouray Colorado. At
the age of 17, Ron enlisted in the United
States Navy giving his country 22 years of
service, retiring Honorably as a Senior
Chief Petty Officer. Ron then worked for
the Montrose County Clerk & Recorders
office. Ron then went to work for the
Colorado State Patrol where he then
again retired as a Dispatcher. Ron continued to serve Montrose County as Veterans Service Officer. Ron was a resident of
Montrose County for 41 years.
Ron loved hunting, fishing, gardening,
Little League World Series, & NFL Football. He especially like his friends at the
Cardiac Rehab Unit in Montrose. He also

raised steers for 17 years.
Ron is survived by his wife Catherine
“Cathy” Sanders of 56 years, Daughter
Pam Cook & Daren of Montrose, Sons,
Keith Sanders & Sheila of Delta, John
David Sanders of Grand Junction.
Ron had six Grandchildren: Colby Cook,
Kayla Sanders, Taylor Brown, Cody
Roark, Joshua Sanders, & Becca Sanders.
Ron had 12 Great Grandchildren.
Memorial contributions can be made in
Ron’s name to the following:
Montrose Regional Health Cardiac Rehab
Unit
800 S. 3rd street, Montrose CO. 81401 or
Grace Community Youth Group, 6-12th
grade
16731 Woodgate Road
Montrose CO. 81401.
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES
MARTIN RAY KOP
July 2, 1971-May 6, 2022
rose where he attended Montrose High
School.
He began his career as a maintenance
technician for property management in
Telluride, Co for resort rentals, moving
on to Resort Quest and eventually for his
father’s company San Miguel Building
and Spa. He also enjoyed his part-time
employment at the Cobble Creek Golf
Course in Montrose.
Marty lived to fish and play golf. This
was his quality time spent with family
and friends. He especially enjoyed fishing
with his nieces and nephews. At moments it was a new level of patience for
him, but he always made the time for
them! He also liked to rock hunt and metal detecting. Marty seemed to have an
instinct about where to find the good
stuff.
He was known for his dry wit. Even
On Friday May 6, 2022 Martin Ray Kop
through his medical procedures and
passed away at his fathers’ home after a treatments he was quick with a joke and
two-year battle with lung cancer. He was would have the nurses and doctors
fifty years old
laughing. He could also take a joke and
Marty was born July 2nd, 1971 to Marcel laugh at his own adversity.
and Marsha kop. He grew up in MontMarty had a one-of-a-kind memory. He

had a way of bringing those memories
back to life in living color, maybe slightly
embellished at times!!
Most of all Marty loved to see other
people succeed. If you were fishing with
him, he would set you up with his best
bait or lure, point you to the perfect hole
and wait for you to cast first.
Marty was preceded in death by his
mother Marsha, grandparents Tony and
Henny Kop of Cedaredge, grandfather
Donald Wellman and Aunt Melody Krebs
of Montrose. He is survived by his father
Marcel of montrose. Sister Michelle
Downey, husband Rod of Pagosa
Springs. Grandmother Dorothy Wellman,
Uncle’s Robert Wellman and Lynn Krebs
of Montrose and Aunt Denise Stickles of
Delta. Nieces Jocelyn Kop, fiance Junior
Olmos, Riley Farnese, husband Raphael,
Haley Downey, fiance Matt Haldeman
and nine great nieces and nephews all of
Montrose, CO.
There will be a celebration of life to be
held at the cobble creek golf course on
Friday June 17, 2022 at 6 p.m. all family
and friends are welcome.
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POPULAR COLORADO BAND COMING TO THE BRIDGES

Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE -- Todd Park Mohr and his
band are coming to rock the Western
Slope of Colorado on June 17th at The
Bridges Country Club in Montrose. “Who?” you ask. Maybe you know
them better as Big Head Todd and the
Monsters, four guys who can blast you to
the back of the venue when they turn up
their blues /rock amps to bring hits
like Bittersweet, Black Beehive, and Broken
Heart Savior to life.
The born and bred Colorado rockers the
group will be doing their big sound blues/
rock thing live on the outdoor stage at The
Bridges Golf and Country Club, resuming
the Club’s summer concert series. “Todd
and the Monsters are a great band to help
us revive our Summer Concert series after
a two-year hiatus,” said Eric Feely, General
Manager of the Club. “We are extremely
excited to have them play for us.”
“Our band members are all native Coloradans! We all grew up enjoying the beauty
of the state and we are looking forward to
seeing the Western Slope again,” says the
leader of Monsters, a group that is no

Courtesy Photo by Myron Luzniak.

flash-in-the-pan, one-hit-wonder band. Big
Head Todd and the Monsters have been
around since the early eighties. And, yes,
they started in a garage. That is where
Todd, Brian Nevens, and Rob Squires started jamming their brains out and matriculating their way through the frat party,
house party gig, and bar room school of
rock. Jeremy Lawton joined the band
along the way.
Big Head says that he wasn’t even old
enough to drink when they became a fixture on the Colorado bar scene. Todd is

the lead singer and guitar artist and he
writes all the original material that the
band thrives on. Nevin does drums and
Squires plays bass and sings. Lawton excels on keyboard, guitar, and vocals.
The ensemble covers a wide spectrum of
blues and rock, and a melding of those
genre. Over the years their music has
been influenced by a lot of great bands.
“We are all fans of Led Zeppelin, Rolling
Stones, Beatles just like everybody else. I
love blues, and more recently, older “prewar” blues,” says Todd. His song writing
Continued next pg

The Montrose Mirror | May 23, 2022

Page 51

POPULAR COLORADO BAND COMING TO THE BRIDGES
From previous pg
has been rooted in the world’s great songwriters like Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen,
Johnny Cash, Burt Bacharach, and blues
icon, John Lee Hooker.
If you heard the band 20 years ago, the
band you hear now is the same one, only
better says Todd.
“Our band, I like to think, has gotten
better. I am a better guitarist and singer.
Hopefully, material has evolved, but I
can’t exactly say how as we are still very
much roots driven. We have always been
a band with a strong work ethic and over
time we think it is paying off. However, we
still are very aware that people want to
see us play their favorite music,” says Big
Head.
Big Head grew up in a house where there
was always music. Mom played a piano
and Dad had a Gibson guitar.
“My mother played me “Peter and the

Wolf” over and over again as a toddler,”
recalls Mohr. “Music was always nearby,
but when I was a teen a discovered R&B
and blues through a used record store
near my house.”
It has been a big thrill for Mohr to eventually appear on stage with many of those
blues and rock masters who were his
idols. They have performed and collaborated with the likes of Neil Young, Allman
Brothers, John Prine, Albert Collins, James
Cotton, John Lee Hooker, Hubert Sumlin,
B.B. King, and dozens more.
Nowadays, the band is as busy as it ever
was, playing to sold out venues 80-100
times a year. The event at The Bridges is a
restart of the popular summer concert
series that was interrupted by the Covid19 Pandemic.
The general admission tickets are $40,
with a limited number of VIP seat still up

for grabs at $140.
The VIP ticket includes the continuous
food buffet, all beverages, and access to
the clubhouse. Tickets available at BrownPaperTicket.com and at The Bridges Clubhouse.
The concert benefits two local non-profit
groups. Dolphin House, a care advocacy
center, is a child-friendly facility whose
purpose is to provide child victims a safe,
non-threatening place to tell what happened to them during necessary investigations of child abuse.
The other beneficiary is the Montrose
Community Foundation. Originally, the
group was founded in 1989 as Montrose
Rotary Club Youth Foundation. In 2006 the
name was changed to Montrose Community Foundation to better describe the
support the Foundation gives to the community.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS
BLOOMIN’ ART OPENS AT WRIGHT OPERA HOUSE IN OURAY
Special to Art & Sol
the surface material, and printing comOURAY-BLOOMIN’ ART, a photography
pletes the process. Opening reception 5-7
exhibit by Larry Brecker, opens at the
pm Friday, June 3 at the Wright Opera
Wright Opera House, 472 Main Street, in
Ouray on Friday, June 3. Larry Brecker is a
self-trained art photographer who has
honed his skills for over 40 years. His joy in
creating is inspired in the garden or by his
wife Carol’s Ikebana. Larry happily clicks
away until he catches just the right light
and expression of his subject. Choosing his
favorite shot; he processes it digitally to
develop the image. Through layers of
techniques and revisions over time, the
final art image emerges. Sizing, choosing

House. Closing reception, June 28 5-7 pm.
Admission is free, refreshments will be
served.
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MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY
FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Denomination: Church of the Nazarene
Address: 705 South 12th Street
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 amNoon and by Appointment
Contact Information: Office Phone 970
249-9213, mncfirst@gmail.com,
www.montrosenazarenechurch.org

Pastor: Buddy Cook
Services Sunday: Worship 10 AM, Adult
Bible Study 11:30 AM Worship includes
age-appropriate children's ministry during
adult worship.
Wednesday: Prayer Boot Camp - 7 PM
Mission Statement: Montrose First Church
of the Nazarene exists to make Christlike

disciples in Montrose Colorado and around
the world.
Demographics: Our church consists of
older and younger people. We have
younger families with children and young
teens and older adults as well. We also
support the work of Calvary Ranch Colorado and its addiction recovery ministry.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
MONTROSE
Affiliation: Presbyterian
Address: 1840 E Niagara Rd. Montrose
CO. 81401
Office Hours: M-Thu 9AM - 12PM
Contact Information: 970-249-4732, in-

form@fpcmontrose.com,
www.fpcmontrose.com
In Transition-Currently:
Howard Davidson
Merle Bierma
Worship Service times: 9:30AM, Student
Worship at 6PM

We strive to encourage, challenge and
support one another through spiritual
growth, worship, and service in our community, country, and world. We also encourage children and youth to grow their
relationship with Christ through our children and student ministries

MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
Denomination Affiliation: United
Methodist
Address: 19 S. Park Avenue Montrose CO.
81401
Office Hours: M-Thu, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Contact Information: 970-249-3716,

office@montroseumc.org, montroseumc.org
Current Senior Pastor: Rev. Lisa Petty
Worship service times: 8:15 am - Blended
Service - Sanctuary & Virtual. 9:30 am Contemporary Service - Sanctuary, 11:15
am - Traditional Service - Sanctuary
Montrose UMC is a leader in being fully

inclusive, loving and just servants of Christ.
Our church family welcomes people from
various cultural and faith backgrounds:
single, married, remarried, with or without
children, from diapers to dentures. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey we
invite you to come discover hope, joy,
peace, purpose.

ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH
Affiliation: Southern Baptist
Address: 1598 E. Niagara Road, Montrose,
CO 81401
Office Hours: Tues-Thurs, 9am-4pm
Contact information:
Phone: 970.249.4887
website: www.RosemontBaptist.org
email: office@rosemontbaptist.org
Senior Pastor: Rolland Kenneson
Worship Service Times: Our engaging and
relevant Sunday Worship Service is at

10:45 AM. We also have Bible Study for All
Ages Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM. We
provide a professionally-staffed nursery
throughout both.
Rosemont Baptist's desire is to passionately bring people face-to-face with the lifechanging power of Jesus Christ.
We are a multigenerational church from
different walks of life who love Jesus, love
each other, and love our community. Everyone comes dressed in whatever is comfortable. We love meeting new people no

matter what stage of life they are in.
Children's services: We have a fun Sunday
School for children from four years old
through youth. We provide Children's
Church during the Sunday Worship Services where children four years old
through 9 years can learn to be worshippers of Jesus.
We provide a nursery for children under
four years old with paid staff providing
excellent care during Sunday Morning Bible Study and Worship Service.

SPIRITUAL AWARENESS CENTER
Denomination affiliation: Independent
Interfaith
Address: Meeting at Lions Park Community Building, 602 N. Nevada, Montrose
Office hours: Tues-Fri, 9 am to 4 pm,
Home Office – 970-252-0908
Contact information: Rev. Dr. Arlyn Macdonald, 970-252-0908,

arlyn@spiritaware.org,
www.spiritaware.org
Name of current pastor: Rev. Dr. Arlyn
Macdonald, Senior Minister; Rev. Catharine Gates, Associate Minister. Spiritual
counseling available.
Worship service times: Unity Service at 11
a.m., Adult Discussion at 9:30 a.m., Quiet
Meditation at 10:30 a.m.

The Spiritual Awareness Center is an interfaith spiritual community welcoming spiritual seekers and people of all faiths,
providing a safe place to explore and nurture the individual’s unique connection to
the Divine through Unity services, classes,
family and community projects, including
the Great Community Giveaway and Wellness Fair.

Continued next pg

The Montrose Mirror May 23, 2022

Page 54

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY From previous pg
SUMMIT CHURCH OF MONTROSE:
Denomination affiliation:
Southern Baptist
Address: 10977 60.75 Rd. Montrose, CO
81403
Office hours: Varies
Contact information:
phone number: 970-275-7026
email:summitchurchmontrose@gmail.com
website: www.summitchurchmontrose.org
Name of current Senior Pastor: John De-

Sario
Worship service times: Sunday Worship is
at 9 am followed by a time of fellowship
and snacks. Wednesday evening Prayer and
Discipleship (a book study) Prayer 5:456:15pm, Discipleship 6:30-7:30pm, childcare provided up to 5th grade. 6th graders
on up are welcome and encouraged to
attend the book study “Fundamentals of
the Faith”
Summit Church Montrose is a new church

plant that preaches the Word of God,
reaches the lost with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and equips Christians to serve the
Lord. Summit Church has people of all ages!
We have families with children (babies,
school aged, recent high school and college
graduates) There are retired couples and
widows. During the Sunday sermon we
offer teaching for children ages birth to
Kindergarten, in a kid friendly room called
Base Camp.

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH
OF MONTROSE
Denomination Affiliation: Independent Baptist
Address: 2890 N Townsend Ave., Montrose,
CO 81401
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm
Contact Information: Phone (970) 249-6874;

email at info@vbcmontrose.org; website:
vbcmontrose.org
Current Pastor: Roland Kassales
Worship Service Times: Sunday School at
9:30am, Sunday AM Service at 10:30am,
Sunday PM Service at 6pm, Wednesday
Night Service at 6:30pm (all services include
childcare)

Victory Baptist Church exists to exalt God,
edify saints, and evangelize the lost.
Demographics: Victory Baptist serves everyone with age-appropriate classes, groups,
and activities. Families with children make
up the majority of VBC with young adults,
singles, middle-aged couples, and seniors
comprising the rest.

Church Directory
Mirror Editorial Staff
MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith
community in Montrose, the Montrose
Mirror is in the process of establishing a
Church Directory. If your congregation or
fellowship would like to be included in the
directory, please supply the following in-

formation to the Montrose Mirror:
Name of church
Denomination affiliation
Address Office hours
Contact information (phone number,
email address, website)
Name of current Senior Pastor
Worship service times

Please give a one sentence description of
your church and its mission in the Montrose community.
Brief description of your current church
demographics (predominately family,
youth, seniors, singles).
Do your church services include Sunday
School and childcare?
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LEARNING TO BE A YOUNG CITIZEN OF SCIENCE
Audubon also has a page on its website that is JUST FOR KIDS! (Or kids at
heart). The page “aims to bring together activities from across Audubon’s national network of environmental educators, including the classroom curriculum Audubon Adventures, plus related DIY activities and
content from Audubon’s editors.”
https://www.audubon.org/getoutside/activities/audubon-for-kids
One doesn’t need to be an expert;
maybe just being a “student” along
with a child is a fun way to learn and
Many little hands release a Wilson ’s warbler after it bond together. The more kids love
was banded at Ridgway State Park. Students observe and understand our natural world, the
and assist bird banders as part of the Rocky Mounmore they will want to protect it.
tain Bird Banding Project. The banding operation
https://www.audubon.org/news/easy
occurs annually in early September. (Photo courtesy:
-ways-get-kids-birding
Anita Evans).
Cornell Lab of Ornithology also has
By Carrie Krickbaum,
many resources on their website. Attached is
Friends of Youth and Nature
a fun link to a video about getting kids interChick-a-de-de-de-de, chickadee in the tree, I ested in birding: https://www.youtube.com/
see a chickadee, chickadee in the tree.
watch?v=d5OPTvrHh0U
Making up quick songs while hiking with
Citizen Science Projects to do with Children
little kids in the woods is a fun way to conand Teens
nect and remember birds. Chickadees are a There are several citizen science projects
favorite for kids and adults of all ages bethrough Audubon and the Cornell Lab of
cause the words we use to describe their
Ornithology, such as the great backyard bird
song is also their name!
count. https://www.birdcount.org/ . Also, a
Another fun bird call to listen for on the trail fun app to use on your phone while out in
is the Ruby Crowned Kinglet. It is called the the field is iNaturalist. https://
“cheeseburger bird” because the mnemonic www.inaturalist.org/. It has a variety of uses
for its song is “cheeseburger, cheeseburger, to not only record what you see with piccheeseburger”. Mnemonics (words to help
tures and descriptions, but other users can
us remember) are fun and easy to learn
help you identify your plant, bird, bug, or
(www.audubon.org/news/quiz-name-tune- whatever else you’ve seen in the natural
12-tricks-remembering-bird-calls)
world.
What’s another way to get kids interested in Who doesn’t enjoy seeing a butterfly, flitting
birds? It could be as simple as buying a pair around some flowers? As important pollinaof binoculars and a basic bird book, or taking tors it is important to protect these wonderwalks in the woods to just look and listen.
ful creatures. Since they are an “indicator
There are also many children’s books that
species” (project the health of the environcan introduce kids to the wonder and beauty ment), awareness of their importance is
of nature with a variety of cultural interests. increased. Ridgway State Park started a citiOne example is a children's book about the zen science project through the Colorado
endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler and
Butterfly Monitoring Network in 2017. Interhow it became part of a movement to emested volunteers attended a training at the
brace Indigenous languages in Mexico
Butterfly Pavilion in Westminster, Colorado
(www.audubon.org/news/the-tale-one-tiny- in 2015. There are now five routes in the
songbird-amplifying-ancient-mayanpark consistently monitored by volunteers.
language) The Audubon website has activiThe idea is to expand this to other areas on
ties for kids and virtual events available for
the Western Slope next year. If you’d like to
families. Here is an example of a virtual
learn about starting a route for you and othevent on the site: https://
er families, please visit https://
rockies.audubon.org/events/audubonbutterflies.org/research-and-conserve/
afterschool-snow-much-fun
butterfly-monitoring/.

Not only can you look into the Colorado
Butterfly Monitoring Network, there are
many other sites to look at.
Maybe you want to help monarch butterflies by establishing a certified “waystation”
for these migratory butterflies. This site also
has links to other monarch butterfly projects. https://www.monarchwatch.org/
waystations/
Other Outdoor Activities
Orienteering - Do some orienteering with
your kids! It’s a great way to learn how to
use a map and a compass. There are several
sites you can go to for guidance before you
head out with your kids. One example is:
https://rainydaymum.co.uk/orienteeringwith-kids/
Geocaching – It’s like a treasure hunt! Geocaching is an outdoor recreational activity in
which participants use a GPS or mobile device and other navigational techniques to
hide and seek containers, called "geocaches"
or "caches", at specific locations marked by
coordinates all over the world. It’s fun for
them to see what “treasures” people have
left behind in the “caches”. It’s great for
getting out to explore places that you never
thought of going. Go to https://
www.geocaching.com/play to find out more
and look at the available apps.
With each interaction in nature, children
can acquire a sensitivity to nature’s elements. The more kids love and understand
our natural world, the more they will want
to protect it. Nature experiences can light up
a spark of fascination and curiosity, and elicit
many questions. Whether it involves plants,
birds, butterflies or other critters, citizen
science projects are a great way to engage
your child with nature. If you want to learn
more about what other citizen science projects are out there including planets, plants,
weather and even ticks, Popular Science has
a website for that: https://www.popsci.com/
story/diy/citizen-science-guide/.This site
provides links for those projects and other
resources. So, get out there, have some fun,
and do some science!
Carrie Krickbaum is a board member of the
Friends of Youth and Nature - a non-profit
that promotes opportunities for youth and
families to get outside, experience outdoor
activities, and explore nature. Follow our
outdoor news blog and receive monthly tips
on connecting your children to nature. Learn
more, visit
www.friendsofyouthandnature.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS
BRAIN DISEASE FORUM OPENS OPTIONS FOR CAREGIVERS

Eva Veitch, Director of the Region 10 Area Agency on Aging, spoke briefly, above. At right,
Speaker Woo Blandel from the Grand Junction office of the Alzheimer’s Association.

Special to Art & Sol
MONTROSE-More than three dozen caregivers and medical professionals gathered
in Montrose earlier this month to learn
about the resources available to those
who will or are enduring the “hardest job
in the world.” The first ever forum on
brain disease in Western Colorado was
staged by three organizations that are
upping their games, connecting brain failure patients and family caregivers with the
support they need.
The Caregiver Support Foundation (CSF),
the Alzheimer’s Association, Region 10
Area Agency on Aging, and the Medicare
Resources Agency staged the forum, hoping to begin the process of opening links
between themselves, caregivers, and medical professionals. Dr. Laird Landon (PhD),
Board Chair of CSF, said that he was highly
encouraged by the turn out.
“There are many people and organizations on the front range who help family
caregivers. To bring these three organizations together here on the Western Slope
is a wonderful thing. By working together
we can reach more families,” Landon said
after the meeting.
The family caregiver’s plight is one of isolation and high levels of stress as they
attempt to provide protection and care for
their loved ones. The goal of CSF and the

other groups is to make sure that the caregivers are not alone in their struggle.
The 90-minute forum, was conducted by
Woo Blandel, Engagement Manager, from
the Grand Junction office of the Alzheimer’s Association. Bandel said she was
gratified by the turnout for the event.
“While we offer a wide range of services,
we know there are unfilled needs among
caregivers,” said Blandel. She said one of
the goals of this forum was to learn of
those needs.
Blandel opened the forum by providing an
in-depth explanation of what the Alzheimer’s Association does and the hurdles it
faces in connecting with caregivers. She
explained that fewer than one in five
Americans are familiar with mild cognitive
impairment (MCI) which is the launching
pad for Alzheimer’s and other brain failures. MCI is the point where brain failure
should be diagnosed, but fewer than half
of physicians surveyed were comfortable
making the diagnosis.
Brain failure, a term Dr. Landon learned
from British medical journals, covers all of
the diseases that bring on Alzheimer’s,
Dementia, Parkinson’s, and other diseases
that impact about one-in-three elderly
individuals in today’s society. Because
Alzheimer’s and the other forms of cognitive decline puts the patient in need of
long-term care, that caregiving burden

usually falls on a family member.
“In 2020 more than 11.2 million Americans provided about 15.3 billion hours of
unpaid care,” said Blandel. Dollars spent in
that care are estimated at $257 billion.
The long-term care cost for the average
dementia patients exceeds $373,000.
The Alzheimer’s Association, according to
Blandel’s presentation at the forum, offers
a plethora of resources to caregivers including the round-the-clock Alzheimer’s
help-line, which responds in 200-plus languages. Many other resources are available through the Association.
Blandel told the press after the forum
that the interaction exposed several
needs. At the top of the list is more education for the medical community on resources available for those impacted by
dementia, including principles for a dignified diagnosis and patient packets after
receiving a diagnosis. She added that more
education programs for those impacted by
brain failure are needed. There is a continued presence in Montrose County of the
Alzheimer’s Association as well as that of
the Region 10 Area Agency on Aging and
the Caregiver Support Foundation.
Dr. Landon, co-author of a seminal book
on caregiving, Caregiving -- Journey to a
New Horizon, told the gathering that recently CSF and the Alzheimer’s Association
reached an agreement to co-facilitate
Continued next pg
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BRAIN DISEASE FORUM OPENS OPTIONS FOR CAREGIVERS
From previous pg
more caregiver groups in western Colorado. Those include groups in Montrose,
Ouray, and San Miguel counties.
Landon and his co-author, the late Glen
Hinshaw, have conducted a popular group
series at the Montrose Hospital for the
past seven years. They formed the Foundation several months prior to Hinshaw’s
passing last fall. CSF has also pioneered in
Zoom (virtual) group sessions.
“We are working on the mission to provide family caregivers emotional support
and tools to care for and advocate for
their loved ones,” Landon told the
attendees. An important tool being
offered by the Foundation is a series of 13
videos available to caregivers and professional.
“Our video series is an easy way for caregivers and others to learn more about the
arduous journey with which every caregiver is faced.” The videos are available on
the Foundation’s website, YouTube, and
the Region 10 website. Two of those videos and one that is in production at this
moment, deal with the role health care
professionals can play in steering caregivers to connect with available support.
Eva Veitch, Director of the Region 10 Area
Agency on Aging, spoke briefly, outlining
the role the agency plays in the lives of
the afflicted and their caregivers.
“Region 10 understands the importance
of supporting caregivers and preserving
the dignity of all older adults,” Veitch said.
Once diagnosis is made, Veitch urged
caregivers and patients to ask a lot of
question of their doctors and other professionals.
“Talk about your fears and feelings and
communicate your own needs,” she said.

She told caregivers to actively
seek support and accept help,
“Doing that is a sign of
strength, not weakness,” Veitch
said.
Upon seeing the turnout and
listening to the questions and
comments, Veitch said, “ I am
impressed with the number of
people who attended the forum to learn more about the
available resources and to
share their thoughts about
what we can improve upon.”
As Blandel indicated, Veitch
also expressed the need to connect with more caregivers.
“The number of people who
know little about Mild CogniLaird Landon. Courtesy photo.
tive Impairment (MCI) was concerning as was the overall response of the Friday of each month 10:30 am. – 11:30
medical community. We have plenty of
am. The Grieving After Dementia Group
work to do, but I feel like we have some
meets online on the 1st and 3rd Mondays
clear direction to begin to address those
of each month 11:30 am – 12:30 pm.
concerns,” she said.
Anyone interested in learning more about
Family Caregiver Support Groups are
caregiving or brain failure diseases can
staged regularly, both in-person at the
check the websites of the three organizaMontrose US Bank and online through
tions involved.
Zoom. Below is the list of available groups. The Alzheimer’s Association website is
US Bank is located at 1500 E Oak Grove,
https://www.alz.org/. The Alzheimer’s
the corner of E Oak Grove and So. Town- Association 24-hour Help-Line number is
send and the meeting is in the second800-272-3900. The Grand Junction office
floor conference room. There is an eleva- phone number is 970-256-1274. The
tor available just inside the front
Caregivers Support Foundation website is
door. Any questions, please
https://www.family-caregiver.org. Dr Lanemail Laird@Family-Caregiver.org . They don is available at Laird@Familyare held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of
Caregiver.org
each month. There are two groups on
The website for Region 10 is https://
each of those days -- 11 am – 12 pm and 1 region10.net/senior-resources/. The
pm – 2 pm. The Virtual Support Group via Montrose office telephone is (970) 765Zoom is held online on the 2nd and 4th
3127.
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THREE LIVING HISTORY MUSEUMS IN SW COLORADO ON THE OLD SPANISH TRAIL
By Kathryn R. Burke
REGIONAL-Take a walk through local history from the time of the Native Americans
through the time when New Americans (of
primarily white, European heritage) homesteaded and pioneered this land of great
and sustaining abundance.
Your well-trodden path follows the Old
Spanish Trail through Montrose and Delta
Counties in SW Colorado, where you can
visit three living history museums: The Ute
Museum, Fort Uncompahgre Interpretive
Center, and Museum of the Mountain
West.
Beginning with the Ute Museum, at the
south end of Montrose, you will learn the
stories of the region’s earliest arrivals. They
came by boat or by foot, crossing over a
glacial land bridge, known today as Beringia, which connected Asia to the Americas. [Related story, silverstage.news/11-21native-american-history.] Adept at
adapting, as they spread south these industrious peoples made use of their native
environments (which varied greatly in terrain, climate, and resources) for food, shelter, and making the tools to provide for
both. The Utes are the oldest and longestcontinuing inhabitants of the area. Permanent displays, visiting exhibits, educational
presentations and classes--and tours, both
onsite and off-site—help to share their
story with visitors.
Next stop—chronologically, although not
necessarily geographically— Fort Uncompahgre Interpretive Center in Delta. The
Fort is a re-creation of how it might have
looked when Antoine Rubidoux was in
charge of a thriving enterprise, trading bullets and beads for beaver, buffalo, and
buck skins. Like his Native American counterpart, the “Mountain Man” hunted and
trapped, bringing his bounty to the traders.
Until the beaver was trapped out, beaver
hats were all the rage for English gentlemen. And while they still roamed the
range, the buffalo was a four-footed general store, providing just about everything
a Native American or Mountain Man might
need. Fort Uncompahgre’s docent-led and
self-guided tours help tell that history.
With the Civil War, and the discovery of
gold in the mountains now decimated of

beaver, one era ended and another began.
At the Museum of the Mountain West, you
can follow local history from the 1840s
through the 1940s in one of the last places
in the West to be mined, pioneered, and
homesteaded. The six-acre property contains 28 historic buildings in the fictional
town, Adobe Flats, 11 displays in the
10,000 square foot. main museum building’s old western ‘town,’ and nearly a million artifacts collected by the museum’s
founder, Richard Fike. Guided and selfguided tours and educational programs
draw visitors from around the world.
Learn about the historic Old Spanish Trail
and the people who traveled it and how
they lived and worked alongsidae it,
through a special program this summer. All
three living history museums have partnered to offer artists and photographers
opportunities to capture their own visions
(and versions) of this special place and
time. Knowledgeable instructors lead ses-

sions June through August at each museum
location plus private home along the Trail
in Delta. Museum docents and historians
share history with participants to provide
background and encourage creativity.
The program is a fundraiser for all three
museums, who share the tuition (a taxdeductible donation) equally between
them. To learn more about the program,
which is being managed by Museum of the
Mountain West, or to register—you choose
your locations, dates, and instructors—visit
museumofthemountainwest.org/plein-air.
Kathryn (Kate) Burke is the Assistant Executive Director of Museum of the Mountain
West. She is also an artist, publisher, history buff, and public presenter of Kate’s History Series. With the support of friends and
directors of all three museums, Kate designed this program to help us all learn to
appreciate the unique history and abundance provided—then and now—by the
Old Spanish Trail.
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READER PHOTO SPOTLIGHT: DEB REIMANN
Photographer Deb Reimann captured
this image of a a nesting pair of egrets.
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: EDUCATION

SNHU ANNOUNCES WINTER 2022 PRESIDENT'S LIST
Special to Art & Sol
MANCHESTER, NH-- It is with great pleasure that Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) congratulates the following students on being named to the Winter 2022 President's List.
Grant Northey of Montrose (81401)
Erica Jiron of Montrose (81403)
Full-time undergraduate students who have earned a minimum grade-point average of 3.700 and above are named to the President's List. Full-time status is
achieved by earning 12 credits; undergraduate day students must earn 12 credits
in the fall or spring semester, and online students must earn 12 credits over two
consecutive terms (EW1 & EW2, EW3 & EW4, or EW5 & EW6).
Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) is a private, nonprofit institution
Southern New Hampshire University, Courtesy photo.
with an 89-year history of educating traditional-aged students and working
adults. Now serving more than 165,000 learners worldwide, SNHU offers approximately 200 accredited undergraduate, graduate and certificate programs, available online and on its 300-acre campus in Manchester, NH. Recognized as the "Most Innovative" regional university by U.S. News & World Report and one of the fastest-growing
universities in the country, SNHU is committed to expanding access to high quality, affordable pathways that meet the needs of
each learner. Learn more at www.snhu.edu.

JOSEPH SHELLY JR. OF MONTROSE EARNS UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN DEGREE
LINCOLN, NE-- Joseph J. Shelly Jr. of Montrose was among 3,523 graduates who received degrees from the University of NebraskaLincoln during commencement exercises May 13 and 14.
Shelly earned a Master of Fine Arts from the Office of Graduate Studies.
The graduates are from 58 countries; 45 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico; and more than 250 Nebraska communities.
Jay Keasling, Philomathia Professor of Alternative Energy at the University of California, Berkeley, and a Husker alumnus, delivered
the undergraduate commencement address May 14 at Memorial Stadium. He also received an honorary Doctor of Science during
the undergraduate ceremony. Terry L. Fairfield, former president and CEO of the University of Nebraska Foundation, received the
Nebraska Builder Award for exceptional service to the state and university during the ceremony.
Marco Barker, vice chancellor for diversity and inclusion at Nebraska, gave the address at the graduate and professional degree
ceremony May 13 at Pinnacle Bank Arena. Sara Howard, policy adviser for First Five Nebraska and former state senator, spoke to
the law graduates May 14 at the Lied Center for Performing Arts.
In addition, graduates from 2020 and 2021 who were unable to attend their ceremonies were celebrated. More than 20 returned
to be recognized.
For the full list of May graduates, visit https://go.unl.edu/grads-may22.
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SAVE THE DATE! LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR
ONGOINGFREETHINKERS meet 1st Sunday of the month at 1pm. more info at 970-708-8333.
NEWCOMERS AND NEIGHBORS welcomes adults who are new to Montrose or have been here awhile, who would enjoy learning
more about the area and participate in social activities. 2021-22 meeting info. Meetings will be on the 1st Wednesday of each month
(January – May). 10am-11:30am in the downstairs meeting hall of Cedar Creek Church, 222 S. Townsend and S. 3 rd. enter through the
side door on S. 3rd St. Hope to meet you there! Contact Patti 951-544-6289 if you have questions.
THE MONTROSE GENEALOGY CENTER at 700 E. Main St. is now open Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, 1-4 p.m. or call for an
appointment: 970-240-1755. Free help and resources for your family history research.”
(The center is sponsored by the non-profit organization, Fore-Kin Trails Genealogical Society.)
NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP will be held the 3rd Wednesday of each month at the PIC Place 5:30-7pm. Please call Kathy at 520282-9060 for more information.
MONTROSE FARMERS MARKET SCHEDULE
Summer Market Dates:-Every Saturday May-October 29 9 am – 1 pm
Holiday Market Dates: First three Saturdays of November and December-10am-1pm
COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY-Registration now open for Sept 2021 - Apr 2022 COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY, an international nondenominational Bible study. Studying Revelation Sep 2021-Jan 2022 and Christian Living (1,2,3 John, Jude & Philemon) Feb-Apr 2022. In person for women and children of all ages on Wednesday mornings 9-11. Virtual/Zoom for women Thursday evenings 6-7:15. Contact
720-635-0091 to register of for more information. Or come to our first meeting Wed., Sep. 8, at the First Presbyterian Church, 1840 E.
Niagara St., Montrose, at 9AM.
MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month committee meeting; 3rd Tuesday of the
month Business meeting. Meetings are held at the Hampton Inn conference room at Noon.
MONTHLY
May 23-Monday--1 p.m. Local historian Zilla May Brown will speak on the History of Montrose. This program is sponsored by the
Montrose Genealogy Center at the Warrior Resource Center on 4 Hillcrest Plaza Way. All are welcome.
May 27-Ridgway Farmers’ Market opens for the season (May 27-Oct. 14.) Bring your re-useable bag and shop on Fridays from 10am
to 3pm in Hartwell Park!
May 27-WILD MUSTANGS OF DISAPPOINTMENT VALLEY - Ridgway State Park. Presented by TJ Holmes. Enjoy a photographic journey
of the beautiful mustangs of the Spring Creek Basin area and hear stories of management strategies. (Friday, May 27th, 7:30pm Visitor Center)
May 28-SUNSET HIKE!! - Ridgway State Park. Take a hike with a park naturalist up to the Elk Ridge Overlook to watch the sun set over
the reservoir! Discuss some fun facts and meet new people along the way. Approximately 2.5 miles of trail, some gravel, some paved.
Bring a flashlight. (Saturday, May 28, 7:30pm, Meet at the Visitor Center)
May 28-TAKE ME FISHING EVENT! - Ridgway State Park. Kids, join us for some fun fishing at the ponds! Free poles, bait, and volunteers on hand to help! (Saturday, May 28, 8:30 - 11am, Fishing ponds below the Pa-Cho-Chu-Puk entrance)
May 28-Welcome Home Alliance for Veterans will host a Memorial Day Fundraiser and Chili Cookoff—as well as a classic car show—
from 10am to 2pm at 4 Hillcrest Plaza Way. Along with free hot dogs and hamburgers, the event will feature music, a silent auction,
vendors and a prize drawing.
May 29-TOUCH TABLES: INSECTS!! - Ridgway State Park. Various specimens, cool information, hand lenses and scopes! (Sunday, May
29, 2:30 - 5:30pm, Swim beach shower/picnic area)
June 2-The next “All Areas” meeting of the West Region Wildfire Council is scheduled to occur from 1-3 pm on Thursday June 2nd,
2022. The meeting will be held at the Montrose Public Lands Center- north building conference room. This will be a hybrid (in-person
and zoom) meeting.
June 2-Virtual meeting hosted by the BLM Tres Rios Field Office, 29211 CO-184, Dolores, CO 81323 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
meeting is open to the public, and participants can join via the Zoom platform. To request virtual access, please register here:
https://blm.zoomgov.com/j/1616329294?pwd=M2JHYWE4cXVteXJ3akRuQkpuRVk2UT09
June 3-Montrose Boot Stomp-Stomp out cancer! Tickets $75. www.montrosebootstomp.com.
June 4-Benefit local veterans and their families in Montrose, Delta, Ouray and San Miguel counties by playing in the 8 th Annual Freedom Festival Golf Tournament at the Bridges. The tournament is a four-person modified scramble—18 holes, with golf cart, range
balls, and awards lunch. Registration begins at 7:30am with shotgun start at 9am. Register online at www.whafv.org.
June 11-The 14th annual Unknown Motorcycle Show will be held at Cerise Park in Montrose on June 11. Enjoy a large variety of vintage, custom & classic motorcycles with live music, food, awards, door prizes, and family friendly displays. 10% of Registration fees
will be donated to our local veterans at the American Legion #73.Learn more: www.westerncovintage.com
June 17-Big Head Todd at the Bridges. VIP Tickets-Sandy@montrosebridges.com.
July 4-July 4, Welcome Home Alliance For Veterans presents the United States Air Force Academy Band The Falconaires to the Montrose Rotary Amphitheater in Cerise Park from 5 to 6:30pm.
July 8-Welcome Home Alliance for Veterans and Freedom Sings USA welcome the community to a free concert at the Montrose Rotary Amphitheater. Six of country music’s top song writers from Nashville will perform some of their #1 hits as well as songs created
from our veterans’ experiences. Donations welcome.
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RIPPLE EFFECT GROWS IN MONTROSE
RIPPLE EFFECT FARM SHOWCASES
MORE THAN 700 IRIS VARIETIES

Photos by B. Switzer
MONTROSE-With more than 700 varieties of Iris, Heather Stark’s Ripple Effect Iris Farm is now open at 17656 6353 Road in Montrose (970-596
-2059). Stark said that people are welcome to come and walk the property. There is a field road on the south side for public viewing access.
Ripple Effect has a web site, https://rippleeffectirisfarm.com/.

