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CITY ACQUIRES FORMER BULLOCK POWER PLANT, LOOKS AT GRANT APPLICATION 
This week’s agendas include District Boundary Adjustments, First Reading of Budget Ordinance 

Mirror staff report 
MONTROSE-Montrose City Council will meet for a 
work session (10am) and a special meeting (Noon) 
on Monday, Nov. 1. Council will convene for a regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 2 (6pm). 
WORK SESSION 
Discussion items will include: 
-City Council District Boundary Adjustment Op-
tions 
Council will review the GIS Department’s scenarios 
for boundary districts.  
 Background-A memo from City Clerk Lisa DelPiccolo 
states, “Following up from the Oct. 18 work session 
discussion, GIS Coordinator Eric 

Montrose City Council will consider a USEPA Brownfields 
Cleanup Grant Application to clean up the former Bull-
ock Power Plant, above, which the City acquired Oct. 11. 

Continued pg 12 

DMEA BRINGS MORE TRANSPARENCY TO THE TABLE 

By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE-The Oct. 26, 2021 Delta 
Montrose Electric Association 
(DMEA) Board of Directors meeting, 
held in the Black Canyon Board 
Room, was called to order at 3 p.m. 
DMEA co-op members are afforded 
an opportunity to speak during 
Member Comments, which is 
scheduled for 5 p.m.  
  Seven board members were pre-
sent in person; Attorney Jeff Hurd 
appeared virtually. Also in attend-
ance were a number of guest/
members who are considering run-
ning for the two DMEA board va-
cancies on the nine-member board.  
  During meetings the board of di-
rectors hears verbal summary re-
ports of their monthly meetings and 
activities. In the 

The Oct. 26 DMEA meeting included a number members who are potential 
candidates for the two vacant seats on the Board of Directors. Photo by 
Gail Marvel. Continued pg 15 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL 
GHOST WALK  

AND BAR CRAWL 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-Montrose County Historical Society 
Museum wants to announce our highly success-
ful Ghost Walk program held last weekend with 
three tours of the historic buildings in Mont-
rose and the rumored supernatural occurrenc-
es connected with each.  
 This year saw the addition of our first annual 
Halloween Ghost walk and Bar Crawl event 
stopping at the Precedence on Main Street with 
stories told by John and Jordon Carlton, 2 Ras-
cals Brewery and Lori Veo, and finishing at 
Storm King Distillery and Greg Fishering provid-
ing a tour of the Potato Growers Building.  Each 
added great information to the event and the 
Halloween season.  
 The Society looks forward to hosting the Bar 
Crawl event next year and adding more stops as 
well as ghost stories to the walk.  We will con-
tinue the usual historic walks as well. Follow us 
on Facebook and our website for information 
about these historic town tours and other 
events planned for 2022. 

https://www.montrosefordnissan.com/xtime-schedule-service.htm
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

TEACH HOW TO THINK, NOT WHAT TO THINK 

Dear Editor: 

I do not remember a political party presenting a slate of 

candidates for school board positions; I would never vote 

for any of them regardless of party....let me guess if 

there's an agenda included in this trio.....a) no sex educa-

tion to be taught, b) eliminate slave history from Ameri-

can history classes, c) remove controversial literature 

from English classes, i.e. Shakespeare, W. Faulkner, Hem-

ingway, Hardy, Twain, Thoreau, Fitzgerald, Aristotle, Soc-

rates....etc. d) bring some religious commentary into 

literary/history reading/ discussions...Just a guess. 

 I'm retired from Montrose High School and the English 

faculty of which I was part would have resisted any pres-

sure or attempt to teach to the whims of a school board 

who had an agenda that included censorship or religion. 

We, as teachers, attempted to teach how to think, not 

what to think; my hope is that that philosophy continues 

among our current faculty. 

Marge Morgenstern, Montrose 
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE WEST SLOPE WATER SUMMIT NOV.16 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-To help the community better 
understand and protect water as a natural 
resource, the West Slope Water Summit 
will be held from 10 am to 3 pm on Tues-
day, Nov. 16 at the Montrose County 
Events Center. The event center is located 
at 1036 North 7th Street adjacent to the 

Montrose County Fairgrounds. The sum-
mit is a free event and is open to the pub-
lic. Organizers encourage the general pub-
lic to attend.  
 Regional water experts will lead discus-
sions ranging from water reserves to fore-
casts as well as responsible planning for 
the future.  

 To register, visit: westslopewater-
summit.com.  
 Lunch will be provided. The event is spon-
sored by Montrose County, Uncompahgre 
Valley Water User’s Association, the Colo-
rado River District and the Ouray County 
Water Users Association. 
www.montrosecountywater.com 

CPW TO REMOVE MANDATORY FISHING CLOSURE ON YAMPA RIVER 

Special to the Mirror 
STEAMBOAT SPRINGS - Beginning Mon-
day, CPW will lift the mandatory fishing 
closure on the 0.6-mile section of the 
Yampa River downstream of Stagecoach 
Reservoir dam.  
The closure was initially put in place on 
May 24 to protect fish as a result of sub-
optimal flow conditions. 
 “Stream flow has stabilized at 40 cfs 
downstream of the dam and all indications 
are that this will be the case through the 
spring,” said CPW Senior Aquatic Biologist 
Lori Martin. “If there are changing condi-
tions during the upcoming winter, we may 
need to consider another fishing closure. 
We appreciate the continued patience and 
understanding of anglers during this diffi-
cult water year in the northwest portion of 
Colorado.”   
 Visit CPW’s statewide conditions page for 
more information on fishing closures and 
fishing conditions across Colorado.  

http://www.integrateddermatologyofmontrose.com/
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=60e98e6395&e=3946b27145
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Special to the Mirror 
REGIONAL-In 2021, Valley Food Partner-
ship (VFP), a non-profit located in Mont-
rose, applied for a USDA Beginning Farm-
ers and Ranchers Development Program 
Grant as part of its mission to create a 
network of food and added cost producers 

and build a vibrant and strong food sys-
tem across the Uncompahgre Valley and 
the Western Slope.  
 In August 2021, VFP was awarded a three
-year grant to start a new project, in part-
nership with Holistic Management Inter-
national, focused on providing new farm-

ers and ranchers with holistic manage-
ment, water conservation, and soil health 
training along with mentorship and intern-
ship opportunities with local experienced 
farmers and support with land access. This 
program was officially announced by 
USDA- NIFA Oct. 27, 2021.  
 The Cultivating Farmers and Rancher that 
Thrive (CFRT) Program is committed to 
helping Hispanic, low-income, veterans, 
and specialty crop producers find a place 
in agriculture. These populations often-
times find it hard to break into the busi-
ness and we are committed to help re-
move barriers of entry.  
 The CFRT Program will consist of 11 clas-
ses with participants able to apply for 
mentorship and internship placements. 
CFRT will also give participants access to 
the Western Slope Food and Farm Forum, 
other special events, and several farm and 
ranch tours throughout the year.  
 Valley Food Partnership and CFRT under-
stand that access to land can be a large 
barrier to entry and as part of the pro-
gram, they will work with landowners and 
other entities to help secure land access 
for participants. Cultivating Farmers and 
Ranchers that Thrive is currently searching 
for someone to help facilitate this as well 
as coordinate evaluation on the CFRT Pro-
gram, in collaboration with CSU Depart-
ment of Agricultural and Resource Eco-
nomics, as a Project Specialist.  
 If anyone is interested in learning more 
about the CFRT Program please contact 
the Program Director at cal-
ly@valleyfoodpartnership.org. For more 
information about our  
Project Specialist position please email 

penelope@valleyfoodpartnership.org. 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

NEW VALLEY FOOD PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM  
CULTIVATING FARMERS AND RANCHERS WHO THRIVE 

http://www.expresspros.com/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

LATE RUN ALLOWS 
KOKANEE SALMON 

GIVEAWAY FOR 
DOLORES 

Special to the Mirror 
DOLORES – A relatively strong, late run 
of kokanee salmon out of McPhee Res-
ervoir up the Dolores River will allow 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife to conduct 
a fish giveaway day at 3 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 4 at Joe Rowell Park on the west 
side of Dolores. 
 Fish quantities for the giveaway will be 
determined by the number of kokanee 
collected by CPW staff during spawning 
operations as well as the number of 
people in line. To be eligible for the 
giveaway, a 2021 Colorado fishing li-
cense must be presented. Up to four 
youth may receive kokanee if accompa-
nied by a license-holding adult. 
 Those interested in receiving kokanee 
should bring their own small cooler or 
other container. Most of the kokanee 
are 10 to 13 inches in size. The givea-
way will begin promptly at 3 p.m., so 
those interested should get in line earli-
er. 
 CPW also will conduct three giveaways 
at the boat ramp at Lake Nighthorse in 
Durango at 3 p.m. Nov. 5, 12 and 19. 
Parking will begin no earlier than 2 p.m. 
each day. Those giveaways also will 
start promptly at 3 p.m. There is no 
giveaway this year at Vallecito Reser-
voir.  
 Kokanee are a freshwater, land-locked 
Pacific sockeye salmon. Though not a 
native fish to Colorado, they are well 
suited to Colorado’s large reservoirs. 
The tasty fish can be filleted and are 
easy to prepare. 
 For more information on kokanee and 
for details on legal snagging of kokanee 
across Colorado, go to: https://
cpw.state.co.us/Documents/Fishing/
Kokanee-Regulations-Giveaways-
Flyer.pdf 

mailto:bob.idsardi@gmail.com
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=398ae798ce&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=398ae798ce&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=398ae798ce&e=3946b27145
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=398ae798ce&e=3946b27145
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
DELTA — The USDA Forest Service is hiring 
for temporary or seasonal jobs across the 
nation. Temporary positions with the 
USDA Forest Service are a wonderful way 
to gain valuable experience, work out-
doors, and get exposure to different ca-
reers within the agency. The positions are 
in fire, trails, timber, administration, recre-
ation, fisheries, and archeology. There are 
also opportunities to be rehired and com-

pete for permanent positions after com-
pleting 24 months of employment as a 
temporary employee. The application pe-
riod is from November 5-12 on 
www.USAJOBS.gov. 
 We look for dedicated individuals from all 
walks of life, of all abilities, to join our 
workforce. Apply for our temporary jobs 
and support nature in sustaining life. 
Available Positions: 
Visitor Information Assistant  

Archaeological Technician 
Forestry Technician  
Engineering Technician  
Biological Technician and more 
 Visit the Forest Service website to search 
for available positions. Apply on USAJOBS. 
For more information, contact Human 
Resources Management at (877) 372-
7248, Option 2. 
USAJOBS Application Process 
 Apply on www.USAJOBS.gov, Nov. 5-12 
for all fire, natural resources, and adminis-
trative jobs.   
Establish a profile and build or upload a 
resume at the USAJOBS site. Be sure to 
schedule adequate time to complete this 
process, as it can be lengthy.  
For assistance, go to: www.USAJOBS.gov/
help  
For lists of available jobs, visit https://
www.fs.usda.gov/main/r2/jobs.  

DOWN HOME COUNTRY 
BAZAAR IS COMING 

Saturday, November 13 
8am to 3pm 

United Methodist Church-19 South Park Ave 
 

-Craft Vendors 
-Baked Goods 
-Homemade soup 
-Casseroles 
-Fresh Georgia Pecans 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION BEGINS HIRING FOR 2022 FIELD SEASON 

file:///C:/Users/jackmwest/Desktop/R2%20External%20Affairs/Temp%20Hiring/www.USAJOBS.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Fmain%2Fr2%2Fjobs&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc2e5e84331274a918f3408d99a5247ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637710500522744879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usajobs.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc2e5e84331274a918f3408d99a5247ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637710500522744879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIi
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usajobs.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc2e5e84331274a918f3408d99a5247ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637710500522754843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIi
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usajobs.gov%2Fhelp&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc2e5e84331274a918f3408d99a5247ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637710500522754843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2lu
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usajobs.gov%2Fhelp&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc2e5e84331274a918f3408d99a5247ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637710500522754843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2lu
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Fmain%2Fr2%2Fjobs&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc2e5e84331274a918f3408d99a5247ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637710500522764794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDA
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Fmain%2Fr2%2Fjobs&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc2e5e84331274a918f3408d99a5247ae%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637710500522764794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDA
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REGIONAL 

NEWS BRIEFS 

  

SAN MIGUEL SHERIFF CONSTRUCTS 
ANNEX OFFICE IN NORWOOD 

Special to the Mirror 
NORWOOD-San Miguel County is in-
vesting in the Wright’s Mesa commu-
nity with the completion of the Sher-
iff’s Office Annex at 1110 Summit 
Street in Norwood. The facility was 
built as a 100-year building and 
though it won’t be open to the public 
full-time to start, it has been con-
structed to grow with the needs of 
the community. Sheriff’s Office staff 
will now have more space for admin-
istrative and service functions to 
better serve the public in the west 
end. Office hours begin in November 
with administrative staff opening 
from 8 am to 4 pm on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. The public may also call 
970-728-4442 to make an appoint-
ment outside of these hours or email 
records@sanmiguelsheriff.org.   

http://www.norris-snell.com/
https://mc4arts.com/product/11-16-21-program-native-american-history-thru-art-artifacts/
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Svensen will review the procedures used 
for previous redistricting process-
es...Svensen will also present boundary 
adjustment options for discussion. If a con-
sensus is reached to proceed with a viable 
option, an ordinance will be prepared for 
first reading on Nov. 16 and adoption on 
Dec. 7. Included in the packet are the cur-
rent City Council district map and six op-
tions. The total population according to 
the 2020 Census is 20,293, which sets a 
target of 5,073 per district. Each map 
shows the count per district and the devia-
tion from the target number.” 
-Land Exchange & Development Agree-
ment - City of Montrose & Stryker and 
Company 
Background-A memo from City Manager 
Bill Bell states the City of Montrose will 
consider, “...entering into a development 
agreement with Stryker & Company, Inc. 
to facilitate relocation and development of 
Stryker & Company, Inc. headquarters to 
include a 3,000 SF commercial office and 
shop facility to house 13 administrative 
employees within the City of Montrose... 
Stryker & Company, Inc. is seeking addi-
tional space to grow their team and com-
mercial construction company...they are 
seeking a new location that provides for a 
better, more consolidated office with room 
to expand. The City-owned 1.3 acre parcel 
located on Air Park Way is well suited for 
this growth. Stryker & Company, Inc. 

would like to trade the City for a 1.2-acre 
parcel that they own located off Chipeta 
Drive and overlooking Chipeta Lake.” 
-Hub at Montrose Crossing Development 
Agreement 
Background-A memo from City Manager 
Bill Bell notes that the City of Montrose 
will consider “...entering into a develop-
ment agreement with 1890 Homestead, 
LLC to facilitate development of the Hub at 
Montrose Crossing’s first phase to include 
160 market-rate rental apartment units 
within the City of Montrose.” 
The Development Agreement is included 
in the work session packet. 
-DOLA Planning Grant Application for 
Housing Needs Assessment 
Council will consider a Resolution in sup-
port of a Department of Local Affairs 
(DOLA) planning grant application. 
-USEPA Brownfields Cleanup Grant Appli-
cation 
Council will consider a Resolution in Sup-
port of the USEPA Brownfields Cleanup 
Grant Application, to be used to clean up 
the former Bullock Power Plant at 326 
Water Avenue, which the City acquired on 
Oct. 11, 2021. 
COUNCIL MEETING 
Ordinance 2567-First reading 
Council will consider approving Ordinance 
2567 on first reading, providing and ap-
propriating funds for defraying the ex-
penses and liabilities of the City of Mont-

rose, Colorado, during the fiscal year be-
ginning January 1, 2022. 
Resolution 2021-23 
Council will consider Resolution 2021-23, 
repealing and replacing Chapters 3-1, 3-2, 
and 3-3 of the City of Montrose Regula-
tions Manual and updating the fee sched-
ule. 
Ordinance 2568-First Reading 
Council will consider approving Ordinance 
2568, repealing Title 6 Chapter 1 Section 
26 (6-1-26) only, regarding loitering. 
Ordinances 2565 and 2566-Second Read-
ing 
Council will consider approving Ordinance 
2565, for annexation of the McCracken 
Addition, as well as Ordinance 2566 on 
second reading, zoning the McCracken 
Addition as a B-3 General Commercial 
District. 
Ordinance 2569, First Reading 
Council will consider approving Ordinance 
2569 on first reading, amending the zon-
ing designation of a portion of Parcel 
#3767-202-00-907, from P, Public District, 
to B-3, General Commercial District. 
2021 Intergovernmental Agreement be-
tween the City and County 
Council will consider approving the IGA 
between the City and County of Montrose, 
pertaining to the development of land 
surrounding the City. 
 Following staff reports, Council will ad-
journ. 

CITY ACQUIRES FORMER BULLOCK POWER PLANT, LOOKS AT BROWNFIELDS GRANT 
From pg 1 
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https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/1791c6cd-ca01-47b4-b2ca-9f8566b714a9.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=kjK%2FEzPLqxQQeSvnQwXS%2BLyQwBLcwNRd4ttwR%2Fg3yz0%3D&st=2021-10-29T16%3A52%3A23Z&se=2022-10-29T16%3A57%3A23Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=app
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/b2c735a7-4bdf-473f-98e8-c964f7bc4a47.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=xg3Cy5rBlcI%2BPHIEzWKYQA7CKytN4hvP6rdYuifN7kg%3D&st=2021-10-29T16%3A54%3A51Z&se=2022-10-29T16%3A59%3A51Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applica
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/b2c735a7-4bdf-473f-98e8-c964f7bc4a47.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=xg3Cy5rBlcI%2BPHIEzWKYQA7CKytN4hvP6rdYuifN7kg%3D&st=2021-10-29T16%3A54%3A51Z&se=2022-10-29T16%3A59%3A51Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applica
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/49721e8a-ba3a-48b0-8083-44db637e0fa9.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=sjDlI8Ys5RaeXriDqkcYpx%2FF%2F%2BaaPksoQOoDv3avS4w%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A08%3A55Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A13%3A55Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=app
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/49721e8a-ba3a-48b0-8083-44db637e0fa9.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=sjDlI8Ys5RaeXriDqkcYpx%2FF%2F%2BaaPksoQOoDv3avS4w%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A08%3A55Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A13%3A55Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=app
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/990858a7-5798-4d03-9b2a-0ff3938d1f3a.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=mLITCUMVU0cB0FxQ65y%2BmRueVczaB1qgyKXDdj3EQGI%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A15%3A28Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A20%3A28Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applica
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/266608a0-5913-4b64-a631-eb510dcceeb3.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=85GIDUTsL0CyvCgCYF0AZo4MA8kCpljzou%2BHKybSZf8%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A23%3A10Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A28%3A10Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applica
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/266608a0-5913-4b64-a631-eb510dcceeb3.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=85GIDUTsL0CyvCgCYF0AZo4MA8kCpljzou%2BHKybSZf8%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A23%3A10Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A28%3A10Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applica
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/a415637c-bb88-4b80-83b2-dab2c67b5f05.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=wjkNYWtvscZboUS74F1FxZWHl6SAGE0guteZ47wMLtc%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A32%3A55Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A37%3A55Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applicati
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/a415637c-bb88-4b80-83b2-dab2c67b5f05.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=wjkNYWtvscZboUS74F1FxZWHl6SAGE0guteZ47wMLtc%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A32%3A55Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A37%3A55Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applicati
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/015b91e7-f6d2-4db1-a7b9-528ffb55c716.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=h8e5Cq%2FVriLjIodQ7PIzgSCIen4z49cX9X67zlvdawk%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A33%3A38Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A38%3A38Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applica
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/5c345820-0f2e-4f28-9697-030c72c94ff1.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=WQ1fLOP6W2oaxt29BK5hieXemuK%2BOLMv3MR%2Bt0VKft0%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A36%3A21Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A41%3A21Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=appli
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/58fe8cac-4d0c-43ac-ad08-4a8b57c98f79.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=BNDfLJNLyngXdVsRSpCOClMlTeZjgTH4P3%2BJwYBratc%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A43%3A08Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A48%3A08Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applica
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/ba2419a8-5b86-4a5d-bd66-301b6b2e6be0.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=73wlxQ4prKnoGzLXBGOpWR%2FX9IRLSh02FjhuCz9Lnco%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A41%3A31Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A46%3A31Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applica
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/ba2419a8-5b86-4a5d-bd66-301b6b2e6be0.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=73wlxQ4prKnoGzLXBGOpWR%2FX9IRLSh02FjhuCz9Lnco%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A41%3A31Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A46%3A31Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applica
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/ba2419a8-5b86-4a5d-bd66-301b6b2e6be0.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=73wlxQ4prKnoGzLXBGOpWR%2FX9IRLSh02FjhuCz9Lnco%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A41%3A31Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A46%3A31Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applica
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/29388cab-306d-43d0-8e90-c171bcd4f8b7.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=Fb2R5NI5fel3r20jxJ7O1%2BiG64FcWdsNfdt%2Fm7Lmq%2F4%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A45%3A13Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A50%3A13Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=app
https://civicclerk.blob.core.windows.net/stream/MONTROSECO/af01af82-5dfc-4aa3-b945-2aeaacf9f67e.pdf?sv=2015-12-11&sr=b&sig=NRTHSuYx1Z8cJFECVUvdTw%2BMXNPlJi8j0rB2XL6iSwo%3D&st=2021-10-29T17%3A49%3A25Z&se=2022-10-29T17%3A54%3A25Z&sp=r&rscc=no-cache&rsct=applica
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 Continued next pg 

DMEA BRINGS MORE TRANSPARENCY TO THE TABLE 
From pg 1 
past, neither the co-op membership nor 
the media had access to the written and 
financial reports submitted for board ap-
proval; however, at this meeting, staff 
gave detailed PowerPoint presentations 
for the Construction Audit, Operating 
Budget, Capital Budget, and Financial Re-
port with Variance Report. This new ele-
ment of transparency allowed attendees 
to see spread sheets and listen as line 
items were explained and discussed 
freely.  
  The call to order was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the opening meeting 
prayer, determination of a quorum and 
approval of the consent agenda 
(Membership Report and approval of 
minutes from the Sept. 2021 Regular 
Board Meeting).  
Board Committee Items  
Finance – Audit – Rate Committee (FAR) – 
Ken Watson, Chair. 
  Watson said, “On October 19th we had a 
good meeting. We went through the Con-
struction Audit findings, highlighted areas 
where we performed well, and places for 
improvements. The staff did a detailed 
response on items. The Operating Budget 
for 2022 is being reviewed for big com-
mercial, the mine is difficult to forecast; 
Cyber Security and Vegetation Manage-
ment. There are changes in the budget for 
pre and post COVID. The Elevate budget, 
many related to grants, some are in mo-
tion and some we’re looking into. The 
committee recommends both for full ap-
proval.”  
  The Capital Budget committee discussion 
included substations, storage and security, 
covered parking and review of grants. 
Watson said, “The committee recom-
mends full approval.” 
  In the area of bad debt, Watson said, “It 
continues to decline. It is an ongoing dis-
cussion to reduce our bad debt, which was 
complicated by COVID. We anticipate bad 
debt to continue to go down.”  
  Staff presented the Construction Audit, 
for both DMEA and Elevate. Seven audit 
areas were looked at using three steps: 
Observation, Recommendation and DMEA 

Response.  
DMEA Operating Budget – Summary 
Category-Requested $Amount 
Revenue $74,271,733 
Purchased Power (37,998,727) 
System Wide (14,248,519) 
Hydro (Drops 1&3) (998,761) 
CEO/HR/Safety (1,142,200) 
IT/OT (852,580) 
Operations (1,887,865) 
Engineering (198,000) 
Power Supply (163,500) 
Marketing/Member Relations (653,000) 
Finance & Accounting (273,000) 
Labor (Expensed) (11,676,394) 
Net Margins 4,179,187                  
Budget Risks: 
Continued COVID impacts/uncertainty 
West Elk usage 
Property tax increases 
Transmission pricing 
Territory wildfire 
Energy Markets 
Energy Prices which contained seven ob-
servations, recommendations and re-
sponses 
Discussion included: 
 CEO Alyssa Roberts said, “There is 
$97,300 for Cyber Security. It’s under IT. 
Tree trimming is up in expense, $935,000. 
We don’t want to gloss over it, it’s a sig-
nificant expense.” Roberts also noted that 
a vacancy in the Member Service Depart-
ment will be open and there will be an 
opening for a Communication Specialist in 
January 2022. 
  Bill Patterson said, “There is a huge 
amount of money for fiber expense, $120 
M over a 10–12-year period. We thought 
we would have cash flow in five-years. We 
have gone beyond that in performance in 
cost and return. I believe we have done 
really well. That did not include the Tri 
State buyout. We are doing very well with 
where we are in making it happen.” 
   Kyle Martinez said, “In the Capital Budg-
et and the Operations Budget we have 
been very conservative.” 
  Damon Lockhart said, “The tree trimming 
is good to get ahead of. I appreciate the 
focus on that, the fire mitigation.” 

  Roberts said, “I’m proud of the staff for 
the budget process.” 
Construction Audit – Approved unani-
mously.  
Operating Budget - Approved unanimous-
ly.   
Capital Budget - Approved unanimously. 
Engineering – Construction – Energy Ser-
vices Committee (ECES) – Stacia Cannon, 
Chair.  
  Cannon said, “We did not meet. We are 
scheduled for November 22nd.” 
Member Relations – Energy Services 
Committee – Bill Patterson, Chair.  
  Patterson said, “We did not meet. The 
next scheduled meeting is November 
15th.” 
 Executive Committee – Kyle Martinez, 
Chair.  
  Martinez said, “Our next meeting is No-
vember 1st to review [board] candidate 
applications.” 
  To date, with four days remaining, DMEA 
has received 12 applications for two board 
vacancies. At their Nov. 1 meeting they 
will do the initial review of candidate ap-
plications and then interviews will be 
scheduled. 
Financial Report with Variance Report – 
Andy Penfield, Controller and Acting CFO.  
  Penfield reported on financial margins, 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans, 
cash flows, available credit and cash on 
hand. 
 CEO Report - Alyssa Roberts, CEO. 
  Roberts said, “We have hired a new CFO 

DMEA meetings appear to be more transpar-
ent under the leadership of new Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) Alyssa Roberts. Photo by 
Gail Marvel.  
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[Chief Financial Officer]. She is very sea-
soned and we will be issuing a press re-
lease soon. The COO [Chief Operating 
Officer] position was posted yesterday. 
Member Appreciation Day was successful. 
We fed 600 members in Montrose and 
500 members in Read.”  
September 2021 System Average Inter-
ruption Duration Index (SAIDI) - Alyssa 
Roberts, CEO. 
  Roberts said, “We are consistently stay-
ing below other co-ops.” 
Non-Privileged Legal Report - Jeff Hurd, 
Attorney. 
  Responding virtually, Hurd touched 
briefly on regulatory and environmental 
issues, net meters, and the FERC proposed 
settlement. He said, “I’ll save the rest of 
my report for Executive Session.” 
WUES Report (Western United Electrical 
Association) – Damon Lockhart. 
  Lockhart said, “I continue to be amazed. 
Tons of sales, breaking records month 
over month. There are back orders on 
transformers and they may be limited by 
the ability to get supplies. Co-ops may 
need to look at options for other trans-
formers.” 
CREA Report (Colorado Rural Electric As-
sociation) – Damon Lockhart.  
  Lockhart said, “I attended two classes 
and learned a lot. Our dues are going up 
$6,000, a five percent increase. It’s typical 
cost of service. They are going to hire a 
new attorney. It will give a bigger pres-
ence this year. A little swing in the focus 
and more on legislative.” 
  Patterson said, “My observation is that 
CREA is becoming much more friendly to 
DMEA. I feel they are in a position to help 
us a lot. They are no longer just a Tri State 
organization…Tri State ran CREA. I don’t 
see that now.” 

ReConnect Grant Agreement and DACA 
Resolutions  
  The ReConnect Grant is a $10.5 M grant 
with long-term commitments for infra-
structure projects. The over a year-and-a-
half process is at the finish line. The grant 
will allow 261 miles of fiber buildout from 
Delta south to Olathe, which will serve 
2,410 premises. Roberts said, “Eighty-five 
farms are being connected out of this.” 
Resolution 2021-35 was approved unani-
mously.  
Future Meetings 
  The next regular meeting is scheduled for 
Nov. 16.  
Member Comments 5 P.M.  
There were no member comments. 
Background: On Oct. 21, 2021 the board 
held a Special Meeting and went into Ex-
ecutive Session with the single agenda 
item, “Potential Litigation Matter”.  
Summary report from the Oct. 21 Execu-
tive Session: 
  All the board members were present 
aside from Director Bill Patterson who 
recused himself. After exiting the Execu-
tive Session, Resolution 2021-34, regard-
ing a potential litigation matter, was 
passed.  
  During the regular Oct. 26 meeting, just 
prior to going into Executive Session, 
Patterson asked Attorney Hurd if he 
should recuse himself now. Hurd said, 
“Not now, but for the last item on the 
agenda [Litigation Matter].”  
Executive Session  
-Privileged Legal Report: Privileged Corpo-
rate, Litigation, and Regulatory Matters  
-Power Supply Update  
-Board Self-Evaluations  
-CEO Evaluation   
-Litigation Matter  
Summary Following Executive Session 

  In an email Executive Assistant Amy Tay-
lor provided a summary of action taken 
following the Executive Session:  
  “At 4:45 p.m., upon motion from Director 
Lockhart, seconded by Director Fleming, 
the board unanimously entered into exec-
utive session to address: a privileged legal 
report regarding privileged corporate, 
litigation, and regulatory matters; a power 
supply update; board self-evaluations; and 
the CEO evaluation process. At 6:06 p.m., 
upon motion from Director Patterson, 
seconded by Director Cannon, the board 
unanimously exited executive session. 
  At 6:06 p.m., upon motion from Director 
Fleming, seconded by Director Lockhart, 
the board unanimously re-entered execu-
tive session to address a litigation matter 
at, which point, Director Patterson ex-
cused himself.  
 At 6:14 p.m., upon motion from Director 
Watson, seconded by Director Fleming, 
the board unanimously exited executive 
session. 
  With no further matters to address, the 
board adjourned the meeting at 6:15 
p.m.” 
Dist 1 - Bill Patterson, 970-209-1449, 
bpatterson@montrose.net 
Dist 2 - Kyle Martinez, 970-615-7124, 
kyle@touchofcarepcp.com 
Dist 3 - Vacant 
Dist 4 - Ken Watson, 970-275-2100, ken-
nethrwatson@gmail.com 
Dist 5 - Vacant 
Dist 6 - Damon Lockhart, 970-314-1071, 
damon.lockhart@dmea.com 
Dist 7 – Enno Heuscher, 970-270-
6523,  enno.heuscher@dmea.com 
Dist 8 - (North Region) Stacia Cannon, 920-
207-8831, stacia.cannon@dmea.com 
Dist 9 - (South Region) Jock Fleming, 970-
275-1808, jock.fleming@dmea.com 

DMEA BRINGS TRANSPARENCY TO THE TABLE From previous pg 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

Editor: 
I was disturbed to receive a postcard from 
a kindergartner from Ridgway Elementary 
recently. This little girl begged us to vote 
for 4A and 4B in Ouray County, then 
signed her name in a crooked pen.  At the 
age of 5, it is doubtful she understands 
what she was signing.  I always thought 
the point of a good education was to pre-
sent all sides of a story in order to give 
students the skills to research on their 
own -- so they can make up their own 
minds based on that research.  Must we 
take precious young hearts and place this 
kind of political burden on them when 
they are simply trying to learn their ABC's 
and how to socialize with other chil-
dren?  Ridgway Schools:  If you want to 
ask people to vote for these measures, use 
sound information and speak as adults to 
adults.  Putting kids in the middle is never 
wise, whether in this kind of situation or in 
a divorce situation, for instance.  Prove to 

us that you are being fiscally responsible. 
Texting our phones, uninvited, and using 
school children to manipulate your hope-
ful outcome is unconscionable and quite 
frankly, abusive to both students and citi-
zens.  
 I wonder how our children will remember 
this event and how it will affect their fu-
ture voting decisions. If the measures 
don't pass, they will be disappointed and 
think that adults don't care about 
them.  This narrative will encumber, con-
fuse and enslave them as they grow. Ra-
ther, if adults would place a priority on 
protecting their childhoods and their 
hearts, they might be able to grow up in 
an environment where they are allowed to 
think and discern well. We need more 
thinkers, not more engineered, unauthen-
tic, fabricated souls who rubber stamp 
whatever they have been spoon-fed to 
believe.  We need kids who can grow up 
without losing the ability to reason on 

their own.   
 Imagine if children were given all of the 
facts (at an age where they could process 
these facts.) They might learn that schools 
need to learn to budget more carefully for 
big ticket items, just like the rest of hu-
mans must.  Ridgway Schools?  Your 
wrongful actions against these children 
certainly are not providing an appropriate 
education, and for that, I am grieved deep 
within my heart.   
 Our children deserve better than this.   
 Our citizens deserve better than this, 
too.  It appears that homeschooling or 
carefully-chosen private schools may be 
the last bastion of a good education. I 
would suggest if you don't want your kids 
to be manipulated in a certain political 
agenda that you take steps to avoid this 
kind of mental manipulation of these 
young ones.  
Dei Gratia, 
K. Bergman, Montrose 

OUR CHILDREN DESERVE BETTER THAN THIS 

mailto:scopeland@sunbeltnetwork.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

MARXIST LEFT HAS GAINED CONTROL OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

Editor: 
Democrats are blatantly lying to Ameri-
cans and telling us we are crazy if we be-
lieve our own eyes. What they are doing is 
far beyond “spin”, which has long been 
the left's mode of operation whenever 
they wanted to do a clever sales job on 
the public in order to keep certain facts 
from them. Because they know they are 
losing and have nothing to offer the Amer-
ican people, they are now resorting to 
open oppression, intimidation, and distor-
tion of reality. 
 The DOJ failed to notice, much less prose-
cute, those “mostly peaceful” Antifa / BLM 
“protesters” that murdered people and 
burned down our cities this past year, but 
parents objecting to actual, objectionable 
facts at school board meetings are now 
domestic terrorists worthy of Patriot Act 
prosecution according to Biden's attorney 
general. (Don't these parents understand 
that they are inciting insurrection by carry-
ing signs that say “I don't co-parent with 
the government?” Some are even 
chanting “Let's go Brandon!”) 
 As the US pullout from Afghanistan 
turned into an unmitigated disaster, Biden 
disappeared --- resurfacing later to claim it 
was an enormous “success”. Inflation is 
now killing the working class and fixed 
income senior citizens due to Biden's crazy 
economic policies. Higher prices result in 
an economic slowdown while inflation 
persists, resulting in “stagflation”, a disas-
ter last achieved under Jimmy Carter. 

Biden's blatant lies: His trillion-dollar 
spending will cost zero. The enormous tax 
increases will only affect billionaires. And, 
inflation is just a temporary blip. He did 
speak the truth when he stated “I don't 
have a near term answer” (to the 61% 
increase in the price of crude oil during his 
tenure thus far as president). 
 Biden now wants another $80 billion for 
the IRS to search everyone's bank records 
so they can further target the left's ene-
mies. This is the same IRS that targeted 
political opponents under Obama/Biden 
and leaked tax data to the media to push 
the leftist agenda under Biden/Harris. Of 
course, the lie is that they want this to 
catch billionaire tax cheats. Right. 
 Has any president in the history of our 
Republic had such a destructive litany of 
failures so early in his tenure ? Equally 
disgusting is the fact that we have Rhinos 
and pseudo-conservatives going along 
with the craziness.  
 Based on the MDP article of 10/20 on 
Marina Zimmerman, who is running 
against Rep. Lauren Boebert, I would place 
Zimmerman is this category. She accuses 
Boebert of being “mean-spirited”, a narra-
tive Democrats like to use to describe Re-
publicans who advocate free-market poli-
cies that result in high employment for the 
working class and oppose Democrat wel-
fare state polices that result in poverty 
and government dependence for all.  Zim-
merman uses feel good talking points 
about “willingness to … compromise” and 

“work together with parties on both 
sides”. Sorry, but the time for going along 
to get along disappeared when the Marx-
ist left gained control of the Democratic 
party. For example, why even consider 
budget bills so awful that if they're passed, 
they will ruin the entire middle class of 
this country? How can you “cooperate” 
with an administration where a legitimate 
question is “Is it more worrisome that 
Biden might not be in charge, or that he 
actually is in charge ?” 
 Zimmerman had no statements about the 
abject failures of the Biden administration 
or how she would counter his efforts to 
destroy this great nation. (Unlike Boebert, 
who we know will actually fight for our 
constitutional freedoms). Most bother-
some were Zimmerman's having swal-
lowed the clever leftist lie that Critical 
Race Theory is a college elective not being 
taught in our schools. Any reasonably in-
formed person realizes that yes, if you 
define CRT narrowly to mean the upper-
level course taught at the college level, 
CRT is not being taught in our high 
schools. However, the most egregious 
elements of CRT (like if you are white you 
are an oppressor, and if you are black you 
are a victim) are most obviously being 
taught in schools across this country. For 
Zimmerman to be so wrong on a topic so 
important to parents black and white 
makes me question which party she plans 
on representing. 
Ed Henrie, Montrose 



The Montrose Mirror   November 1, 2021 Page 20 

 

 

http://www.healthyrhythm.net/


The Montrose Mirror  |  November 1, 2021 Page 21 

 

COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

COLORADO STATE PATROL TROOPER TIPS: 
BUCKLE UP THE LITTLE ONES 

By Master Trooper Gary Cutler 
COLORADO-I talk a lot about seatbelts and 
how they save lives, and that is true.  Us-
ing your seatbelt is quite simple, you grab 
the strap, pull it over you and click the 
buckle.  It makes sure you survive in a 
crash.  But when it comes to securing your 
little ones in car seats, they are often in-
stalled improperly. 
 It’s really no fault of parents that child 
safety seats are not as secure as they 
should be.  Today’s car seats are compli-
cated.  That is why there is help out there 
for any parents, grandparents, or guardi-
ans that have young ones that need car 
seats or booster installation assistance.  If 
you are unsure that the car seat is secured 
properly you can call any of our State Pa-
trol offices located throughout the state.  
We have trained Troopers available to 

assist you.  There are also firemen that are 
trained in instillation as well. 
 There are several ways the seats may be 
secured in your car. To secure the base of 
the car seat you may use the seatbelt to 
secure it to the vehicle or there are metal 
hooks that work the same way. There are 
also top tethers to help the stability of the 
seat from being moved forward during a 
crash.  You want the seat so it doesn’t 
move around during a crash or hard brak-
ing.   If any part of the installation confus-
es you, don’t hesitate to call one of the 
experts to help. 
 Now that you have it installed here are 
the requirements for your children as to 
which seat will be best for them.  Which 
car seat you use and how to use it de-
pends on two primary factors: how old the 
child is and how much the child weighs. 

 When your child is less than one year old 
and less than 20 lbs., they should be in a 
rear-facing seat in the back seat only. 
 Ages one-three and less than 20 lbs. they 
should be in a rear facing seat.  20-40 lbs. 
can be in a rear or forward-facing seat.  
Experts now want the child to be in a rear 
facing seat as long as possible. 
 Ages four-seven and 20-40 lbs. the child 
can be in a forward-facing seat or booster.  
Forty lbs. or more is the same rule. 
 Once your children are ages eight-15 and 
40 lbs. or more they can move to a boost-
er seat. 
 When looking at booster seats, make sure 
the shoulder belt crosses the shoulder and 
chest, not the neck. The lap belt must lie 
flat across the upper thighs, not the stom-
ach. 
 As always, safe travels!  

mailto:tracie@neurobasedsolutions.com
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Special to the Mirror 
COLORADO-Colorado Parks and Wildlife is 
issuing a warning that your dog chasing 

wildlife is illegal and dog owners may be 
cited for it. The warning comes after two 
separate incidents in unincorporated 

Jefferson County where dogs mortally 
wounded deer. 
  Dog owners can be cited for negligently 
allowing their dog to harass wildlife, which 
carries a $274 fine, including surcharges. If 
a dog attack leads to the death of wildlife, 
the owner can be cited for illegal take. The 
fine associated with the illegal take would 
be $959 for deer and $1,370 for elk, in-
cluding surcharges 
 The two incidents in Jefferson County 
involved dogs mortally wounding doe 
(female) deer. In one of the incidents near 
Evergreen on Oct. 20, the dog owner was 
cited for both illegal take of the deer and 
for negligently allowing their dog to har-
ass wildlife. The second incident also in-
volved a dog mortally wounding a deer, 
but that dog and its owner have not been 
identified. 
 Dogs that chase wild animals can cause 
them extreme stress and injuries from 
bites. If that occurs in late winter, many 
big game animals susceptible to dog har-
assment are pregnant females. As they 
run to escape, deer and elk expend crucial 
energy that can lead to an increase in the 
mortality rate of the animals or their un-
born calves and fawns. 
 Dogs that chase or harass wild animals 
are a serious concern any time of year; 
however, it is during wintertime when the 
consequences become more harmful for 
many big game animals. 
 Wildlife managers say that although it 
may be legal to let dogs run free in some 
recreation areas, they strongly recom-
mend keeping pets on a leash whenever 
encounters with animals are likely. There 
have been at least four moose attacks this 
year in Colorado - three of which had dogs 
involved - that resulted in injuries to hu-
mans. To report any instance of dogs 
chasing wildlife, the public can call their 
local Colorado Parks and Wildlife office or 
Colorado State Patrol. CPW’s Denver 
office is open Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and can be reached at 303-
291-7227. For more information about 
living with wildlife, please visit us online 
by clicking here. 

COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

KEEP DOGS AWAY FROM WILDLIFE, CPW WARNS 

https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=f2cc73e102&e=4fd365833e
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

SAVE A LIFE: PREVENTING YOUTH SUICIDE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-Suicide is one of the most 
preventable of deaths.  Yet, most of us do 
not know how to save a life like we might 
if someone experienced a heart attack or 
was choking in a restaurant.  The Center 
for Mental Health (The Center) wants to 
change that and is partnering with the 
League of Women Voters for the Uncom-
pahgre Valley to host a community 
presentation and discussion about pre-
venting youth suicide in our community.   
 On Nov. 10, The Center will be joined by 
law enforcement and school leaders to 
discuss suicide in our community and how 
the community is working together to 
prevent youth suicides.  The virtual webi-
nar will start at 6pm and end at 7:15pm.   
There will be an opportunity to ask ques-
tions and get information about communi-
ty resources.   
 According to Carol Howe from the League 
of Women Voters, “The League wants to 
help get information out about suicide 
prevention and the work in our local com-
munity to specifically reduce youth sui-
cides.  It is so important for all of us to 
learn how we can do our part to make our 
communities safer.” 
 Registration for this event is optional and 
can be accessed at https://
centermhsuicidepreven-
tion.eventbrite.com.   
 The ZOOM webinar can be accessed be-
ginning at 5:45 pm on the 10th at https://
us06web.zoom.us/j/88265526297.  Or 
visit www.zoom.us/join, and enter the 
webinar id of 882 6552 6297.   
 Presenters at the forum include mental 
health professionals and leaders from our 
local law enforcement agencies and 
schools.   
-Laura Byard, Clinical Director, The Center 
for Mental Health 
-James Pavlich, Executive Director-
Operations, Montrose County School Dis-
trict 
-Matt Smith, Commander, Montrose Po-
lice Department 

They will be presenting on suicide in our 
community and answering the questions: 
-What leads to suicide? 
-What is being done to prevent youth sui-
cides in our community? 
 Suicide is one of the leading causes of 
death in the United States and it does not 
discriminate—people of all backgrounds, 
income levels and ages are affected. We 
will explore some of the reasons for the 
high rate of suicides in rural Colorado and 
across the Rocky Mountain West, while 
providing guidance on how to recognize 
warning signs and risk factors, and how to 
take action to prevent suicides.   
 In 2019 the Montrose County School Dis-
trict, The Center for Mental Health, and 
the Montrose Police Department collabo-
rated to create a threat assessment team 
which, according to Pavlich, “works to-
gether to ensure that youth are appropri-
ately assessed and matched to interven-
tions to address the behavioral and other 
needs of the youth and their families. 
School staff cares about kids and recogniz-
es that a single trusted adult in a kid’s life 
can prevent self-harm and dramatically 
reduce the risk of harm towards others as 
well.  We work with community partners 
to ensure that children are surrounded by 
the supports they need.”  
 The Center believes that suicide is pre-
ventable and as your community mental 
health center, The Center is proud to pro-
vide a variety of resources and education-
al opportunities to support those who 
may be suffering, as well as those who are 
ready to help. According to Byard, “The 
Center has been a part of the threat as-
sessment team from the start.  The Center 
has responded to all youth who were 
identified to be at risk for suicide, and 
worked with the youth, their family and 
the schools to create a safety plan or to 
coordinate admission to crisis stabiliza-
tion.”   
 Commander Matt Smith from the Mont-
rose Police Department emphasized, “This 
is a prevention-based model with lots of 

collaborations between community stake-
holders.  It allows all of us to manage po-
tential risks before they are acted upon, 
and in the end that saves lives.”   
 In addition to the work with the schools, 
The Center has clinicians trained to treat 
clients who are experiencing thoughts of 
suicide and it partners with law enforce-
ment to respond with mental health clini-
cians alongside law enforcement when 
necessary. The Center also provides clas-
ses for community members to learn how 
to recognize the warning signs and help 
family members, friends, and colleagues 
who may be experiencing a mental health 
crisis.   
 The Center maintains an outpatient office 
in Montrose at 605 E. Miami Road, an 
office in Ridgway at 112 Village Square 
West, #201, and a Delta outpatient office 
at 107 W. 11th Street.  New clients can visit 
the Montrose or Delta Outpatient offices 
from 11am to 1pm, Monday through Fri-
day, to get started with services. 
 In addition, The Center operates a local 
support line (970-252-6220), as well as the 
Crisis Walk-In Center at 300 N. Cascade 
Avenue in Montrose for urgent behavioral 
health situations.  These resources are 
available 24/7, 365 days per year, and all 
clients are accepted at the Crisis Walk-In 
Center regardless of their ability to pay.  
 Break the stigma, talk about suicide, and 
learn how to be a resource for your com-
munity. Join our experts on November 
10th to learn more about the work of in 
our schools to prevent youth suicide and 
to open the door to talking about pre-
venting suicides in our broader communi-
ty.  For more information about the event, 
visit centermh.org/classes, or email 
events@centermh.org. 
When:  Wednesday, November 10, 2021, 
6:00pm to 7:15pm 
Where:  ZOOM Webinar 882 6552 6297 
Optional registration is available at:  
https://
centermhsuicidepreven-
tion.eventbrite.com 

https://centermhsuicideprevention.eventbrite.com
https://centermhsuicideprevention.eventbrite.com
https://centermhsuicideprevention.eventbrite.com
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88265526297
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88265526297
http://www.zoom.us/join
mailto:events@centermh.org
https://centermhsuicideprevention.eventbrite.com
https://centermhsuicideprevention.eventbrite.com
https://centermhsuicideprevention.eventbrite.com
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

THE MURA (MONTROSE URBAN RENEWAL AUTHORITY) PONZI SCHEME 

Editor:  
My golly’ I am hearing cheering from the 
heavens!  It seems that some ‘leaders’ 
that congregate in City Hall may have fi-
nally tumbled to the FINANCIAL ENSLAVE-
MENT that Bynum and Bell are attempting 
to hang around the necks of Montroseans 
for generations to come.  The Bell and 
Bynum team want to ‘pour all the money’ 
they possibly can into MURA. 
 Maybe they both hope to slicker the citi-
zens (based on how much they ‘improved’ 
Montrose) into electing them to higher 
office.  Could be.  Probably is.  
 Already being about 100% over the top of 
the pay scale for cities of 100,000 popula-
tion our city manager is probably counting 
on a raise.  I mean, he is so accomplished 
as wasting tax money he really should get 
more of it.  All a contractor has to do to 
get more Montrose money is to cry and 
whine a “poor me” song and dance about 
prices going up.  Why can’t me or you cry 
like that and get our Public Safety Sales 
Tax on groceries to go away?  
 It is obvious that the MURA project will 
never repay the 12 plus millions of dollars 
already dumped into it.  Apparently a fair 
number of MURA board members have 
returned to some semblance of conscious-
ness and balked at continuing the profli-
gate waste unnecessarily being poured 
into MURA’s black hole.  Congratulations, 
you are beginning to do the job that the 
public expects of elected office-holders 
and civil servants.  Actually, I think that 
the public is so used to public servants 
wasting money especially here in Mont-
rose that they sleep through it all.    
 In order to find enough cash to start the 
MURA five years ago our City Council 
drained some city accounts and borrowed 
$4.8 million, at interest.  That gave MURA 
$10 million.  Since then an additional two 
million dollars has been pushed into MU-
RA.  Is all of that money gone as well?   
After five years, nothing has been re-
turned from MURA except requests for 
additional funds.  There has been no re-
payment of the city funds.  And based on 
URA’s successes in Colorado, there never 
will be.  The promissory notes MURA 
signed are unenforceable and signed by a 

no-asset entity.  They are poorly written 
pieces of flat kindling---well that is unless 
the city INTENDED to GIVE the $12 million 
to MURA or Colorado Outdoors or some-
one else.  Who?  The results of an ongoing 
investigation of those worthless notes will 
soon be forthcoming.  If any of this wasted 
treasure is ever returned to the people of 
Montrose, (which is doubtful based on 
Colorado’s study of URAs in Colorado prior 
to MURA’s establishment) it will be the 
result of a miracle second only to the 
Christian Resurrection. Of course it is only 
MY opinion, but we understand that our 
city manager is an ‘accomplished’ wheeler
-dealer and our very own ex-mayor is the 
ring leader.  Both of these folks have 
‘vision’ don’t you know.  Just what back-
ground do these two have in financial 
management anyway?  Have either one of 
them done a URA successfully?  Who is 
their mentor on this whole debacle?  I 
know the city manager thinks that I am 
just a nay-sayer, but to what does he 
attribute the 90%+ failure rate of URA’s 
statewide?  He just knows that he can do 
better.  Eh, what?  Why are the city coun-
cil and the MURA board so bent on joining 
with these failures?  A nine-to-one risk 
should not be under-taken by individuals 
with their own money no less with a city 
employee doing it with the city treasury.  
But he did!  And he intends to do more of 
the same!   MURA is a get rich scheme like 
the CBD oil craze of three years ago.  How 
many honest optimists, WITH VISION lost 
their shirts following “that pot of gold 
“fiasco?  Insanity is doing something that 
failed a second time expecting different 
results.  How many knowledgeable, expe-
rienced and otherwise successful investors 
bought into Madoff’s Ponzi scheme with 
visions of great wealth and where did that 
get his victims?  At least it was the inves-
tors’ OWN money that went bye bye. Not 
so with MURA!  It’s losses will be your tax 
payments.  Optimism, with nothing but 
wishful thinking, is nuts.  But we Mont-
roseans are letting a poor deal continue 
and want to contribute more, more and 
more.  Shoveling good money after bad 
out into the black hole.  It is absurdly stu-
pid to invest on the vision of people who 

have no skin in the game and no assets 
backing the investment.  But it will end 
with our tax money gone and with run 
down city facilities like roads, parks and 
buildings.  San Bernardino CA went bank-
rupt a few (20?) years ago because a hot-
shot city finance officer invested all their 
money (with their ‘knowledgeable’ coun-
cil’s consent) in the stock market.  He was 
so charmed that ‘he could not lose’.  The 
council had the vision---but he lost it all!   
 The only vision that is worthwhile is hind-
sight.  Well, this Halloween; are they 
wearing their masks? 
 But there seems to be hope.  At least a 
good number of the MURA board is asking 
questions.  Keep it up!  It would be nice to 
know ‘where the $12 million went.’  When 
there is $12 million laying around, fraud is 
not far away.  Now that might be a safe 
bet!  Let’s see where it all is, eh?  And 
whether it was spent responsibly or frivo-
lously.  Are not at least annual financials 
required of MURA? If and when we see 
these five annual financial statements it 
should be interesting indeed.  Haven’t you 
seen one?  As the church woman said on 
Saturday Night Live---“HOW CON-
VEEEEEENIENT” 
 Wake up Montrose!  Do not allow these 
near-do-well half-baked amateur politi-
cians throw any more of your good money 
after bad.  It might just be that the inten-
tion is to waste all the public money de-
pleting every possible account so that they 
can come to the electorate for a bond 
issue or sales tax (NEXT spring) to fix the 
decrepit run down streets and whatever 
other accounts they have looted.  Just like 
they did with the ‘cop’ money and the 
‘street’ money, spending it all on their 
visions and then ‘pressured’ the public 
into a Public Safety Sales Tax to replace 
the accounts that they pilfered to start 
MURA. 
 Naw, that would never happen!  The 
word that I’ve heard is that this has al-
ready been the subject of serious conjec-
ture!  Folks, have you ever noticed that 
the city never has enough money but con-
tinually fully fund ‘THE FAMILY’S’ pet 
agendas? Just saying. 
Bill Bennett, Montrose 
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

CHRISTMAS TREE PERMITS AVAILABLE AT LOCAL VENDORS AND GMUG OFFICES 

Special to the Mirror 
DELTA-– Christmas tree permits will be 
available for purchase at local vendors and 
Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison 
(GMUG) National Forest offices beginning 
Nov. 9. The cost per permit is $8.00 and 
may be purchased with cash, check or 
credit card. There is a maximum of five 
tree permits per person. Over the counter 
permits will be available and valid from 
Nov. 9 – Dec. 31, 2021. 
 Christmas tree cutting is allowed in most 
areas on the GMUG with the following 
exceptions: Wilderness, scenic pullouts, 
commercial timber sales areas, recreation 
and ski areas, campgrounds, trailheads, 
developed sites and administrative areas 
and otherwise as detailed in the package 
provided with your permit. Trees may not 
be cut within 100 feet of any road or trail. 
Trees must be less than 20 feet tall from 
the stump, may not be greater than 6 
inches in diameter at the base of the tree 
and the stump height should be no great-
er than 6 inches high. Topping trees is not 
allowed (i.e., cutting only the top of the 
tree and leaving the bottom with limbs 
attached). Trees are for personal use only 
and cannot be resold. The tags must be 
attached to the tree at the cutting location 
and must be left on the tree until it arrives 
at its final destination. Maps showing 
where Christmas tree cutting is allowed 
are available at all offices where permits 
are sold and will be provided with permits 
along with a regulations list. 
 The GMUG is pleased to continue the 4th 
Grade Free Christmas tree Program again 
this holiday season. Fourth-graders are 
eligible for a free Christmas tree permit 
through Every Kid Outdoors Initiative. Eve-
ry Kid Outdoors is a nationwide call to 
action to build the next generation of con-
servationists. All fourth-graders are eligi-
ble to receive a fourth grade pass that 
allows free access to federal lands and 
waters across the country for a full year. 
In support of this initiative, the Forest Ser-
vice will make available a free Christmas 
tree permit to every interested fourth-
grader who presents a 4th Grade Pass or 
paper voucher at any GMUG National For-
ests office location. 
 Instructions on how to obtain a pass and 

collect a free tree permit: 
In order for students to receive a free 
Christmas tree permit, they must present 
a valid 4th Grade Pass or paper voucher 
printed from Every Kid Outdoors website: 
https://everykidoutdoors.gov/index.htm. 
To earn the voucher, simply visit the web-
site, click on the “Get Your Pass” button 
and follow the instructions to obtain the 
voucher. Print out the paper voucher and 
bring it with you to a District Office on the 
GMUG.  
The Forest Travel Management Plans and 
or weather conditions may close various 
forest roads before or Nov. 30. As a re-
minder, Motor Vehicle Use Maps 
(MVUMs) have been produced for the 
entire Forest and show forest roads, trails 
and areas that have been designated for 
seasonal closures. Motorized users are 
responsible for obtaining an MVUM to 
determine where one can drive, ride and 
recreate. These maps are free and are 
available at District Offices or on the For-
est website: http://www.fs.usda.gov/
gmug. Snow and winter conditions will 
dictate road access for Christmas tree har-
vesting. Conditions associated with winter 
travel on forest roads may include, but are 
not limited to heavy snow, ice, soft shoul-
ders and constantly changing road condi-
tions.  
Permit Sale Locations with over the coun-
ter permits available Nov. 9 or earlier: 
The Fort Uncompahgre–8 a.m.– 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday   
440 N Palmer Drive; Delta, CO    
970-874-8349 
Grand Valley Ranger District–8 a.m.– 5 
p.m., excluding weekends and holidays  
1010 Kimball Avenue; Grand Junction, 
CO 970-242-8211 
Ouray Ranger District–8 a.m.– 4:30 p.m., 
excluding weekends and holidays  
2505 S. Townsend; Montrose, CO    
970-240-5300 
Gunnison Ranger District–7:30 a.m.– 4:30 
p.m., excluding weekends and holidays  
216 N. Colorado; Gunnison, CO     
970-641-0471 
Norwood Ranger District–In person sales 
are available Tuesday and Thursdays from 
1 p.m.– 5 p.m., excluding weekends and 
holidays; 1150 Forest; Norwood, CO    

970-327-4261 
Paonia Ranger District–8:30 a.m.– 5 p.m., 
excluding weekends and holidays 
403 N. Rio Grande Ave.; Paonia, CO    
970-527-4131 
VENDORS with over the counter permits 
available Nov. 9: 
Valley Ranch–Monday thru Friday 6 a.m.– 
6 p.m.; Saturday 7 a.m.– 3 p.m.; Sunday 8 
a.m.– 2 p.m. 
57454 Highway 330; Collbran, CO   
Christmas Eve 6 a.m.– 4 p.m.; Closed 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Day 
970-487-3000 
Murdoch’s Ranch & Home Supply–
Monday thru Saturday 7:30 a.m.– 7 p.m. 
Sunday 9 a.m.– 6 p.m.; 3217-I-70 Business 
Loop; Clifton, CO;  
Christmas Eve 7:30 a.m.– 4 p.m.; Closed 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Day 
970-523-7515 
Desperado General Store–Monday-
Saturday 7 a.m.– 6 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m.– 6 
p.m.  
40486 D Lane, Crawford, CO    
970-921-5655 
Paonia Flower Shop–Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m.– 5 p.m.; Saturday 9:30 a.m.– 2 p.m.  
301 Grand Ave.; Paonia, CO   
970-527-4664 
Gambles Ace Hardware–Monday-Friday 
7:30 a.m.– 5 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m.– 5 
p.m.; Sunday 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. 
121 Bridge Street Hotchkiss, CO  
970-872-3535  
Grand Mesa Lodge–7 days a week, 8 a.m.– 
6 p.m.; Open on Holidays 
25861 Highway 65, Cedaredge, CO 
970-856-3250 
Grand Mesa Outdoors–Monday-Saturday 
9 a.m.– 5 p.m. 
105 W Main Street, Cedaredge, CO 
970-856-9956 
Odin Gear Depot–9:30 a.m.– 4 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday; 9 a.m.– 4:30 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday; Open on Holi-
days. 10964 Highway 65; Mesa, CO 
970-618-7062 
For more information on current fire re-
strictions, conditions and recreation op-
portunities, visit the forest website or 
www.westslopefireinformation.com. 
Connect with us or follow us on social me-
dia (Twitter and Facebook). 

https://everykidoutdoors.gov/index.htm
http://www.fs.usda.gov/gmug
http://www.fs.usda.gov/gmug
http://www.westslopefireinformation.com
https://twitter.com/gmug_nf
https://www.facebook.com/GMUG.NF/
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

TRI-STATE FILES MAJOR FERC SETTLEMENT ON ITS OPEN ACCESS TRANSMISSION TARIFF 

Special to the Mirror 
WESTMINSTER– Wholesale power supply 
cooperative Tri-State Generation and 
Transmission Association has filed an un-
contested, comprehensive settlement on 
the Open Access Transmission Tariff 
(OATT) it filed in 2019, after becoming 
subject to regulation by the Federal Ener-
gy Regulatory Commission (FERC).  
 Upon approval by FERC, the settlement 
will resolve all issues set for settlement 
and hearing procedures before a FERC 
administrative law judge in March 2020. 
The case involved numerous parties, in-
cluding Tri-State’s transmission service 
customers, distribution utility members 
and a variety of other participants, as well 
as FERC staff.  
 The settlement filing is another significant 
step forward for Tri-State, which became 
subject to FERC ratemaking jurisdiction as 
of Sept. 3, 2019. Earlier this year, FERC 
approved a settlement of Tri-State’s first 
major rate case, which resolved key issues 
regarding the rates and terms for whole-
sale power service to its 42 distribution 
utility members in Colorado, Nebraska, 
New Mexico and Wyoming.  
 “We are delighted to have achieved an-
other major FERC settlement, one that will 
provide benefits to Tri-State and our OATT 
transmission customers,” said Duane 
Highley, chief executive officer of Tri-
State. “This is another critical milestone in 
Tri-State’s transition to full FERC regula-
tion as a public utility. We appreciate the 

hard work by all involved, the engagement 
of the FERC staff and the many partici-
pants, and the guidance of the settlement 
judge in helping us bring this complicated 
case to a satisfactory resolution.” 
 The settlement provides several benefits 
to Tri-State’s OATT customers, including 
reduced rates and the provision of more 
information and transparency going for-
ward. Among other things, Tri-State will 
make certain adjustments to load calcula-
tions, inputs and expenses in its Formula 
Rate Template for the 2019 Rate Year, the 
2020 Rate Year, and prospectively, starting 
with the 2021 Rate Year. As a result, Tri-
State’s Annual Transmission Revenue Re-
quirement (ATRR) will be reduced, and 
eligible OATT transmission customers will 
receive refunds effective from March 26, 
2020. 
 The settlement also reflects an agreed 
cost of capital, including a fixed return on 
equity and an assumed capital structure, 
consistent with the current treatment of 
Tri-State’s OATT-eligible facilities in the 
eastern portion of its transmission system 
now within the Southwest Power Pool 
(SPP).  
 It establishes a moratorium on certain 
elements, including the cost of capital, 
and contains sunset provisions, under 
which Tri-State will be required to re-file 
its Formula Rate Template by 2026, or 
earlier if and when any eligible Tri-State 
facilities in the western portion of its 
transmission system are placed under the 

functional control of a regional transmis-
sion organization (RTO). 
 Concurrently, Tri-State filed a motion 
seeking to implement the settlement 
rates, on an interim basis, to enable its 
OATT transmission customers to realize 
the benefit, without delay, of reduced 
OATT rates. Tri-State intends to reflect 
these changes in its October transmission 
billings, which represent the start of the 
2021 Rate Year. 
  Tri-State is rapidly moving though a clean 
energy transformation through 
its Responsible Energy Plan, which recog-
nized the importance of organized mar-
kets to achieve renewable energy and 
emissions reduction goals. Today, 80% of 
Tri-State’s load is within an organized mar-
ket.  
 Eligible facilities in the eastern portion of 
Tri-State’s transmission system are al-
ready under the functional control of the 
Southwest Power Pool (SPP) RTO. Recent-
ly, Tri-State joined two energy imbalance 
markets – SPP’s Western Energy Imbal-
ance Service and the California Independ-
ent System Operator’s Western Energy 
Imbalance Market – to centrally dispatch 
participants’ energy throughout the re-
gion, enhancing electricity reliability and 
affordability.  
 Tri-State and other regional utilities and 
transmission providers are evaluating the 
western expansion of the SPP RTO, 
which approved terms and conditions for 
a western RTO expansion in July 2021.  

https://www.tristate.coop/ferc-approves-major-tri-state-wholesale-rate-settlement-members
https://www.tristate.coop/ferc-approves-major-tri-state-wholesale-rate-settlement-members
https://www.tristate.coop/responsible-energy-plan
https://spp.org/newsroom/press-releases/spp-board-of-directors-approves-western-rto-expansion-terms-and-conditions/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

Continued next pg 

Editor:  To Connie Pittenger and Wayne 
Quade in (10/4/2021 issue of the Mirror): 
Wayne, "clever" is a misused word. You 
chose it as a pejorative to belittle others 
with whom you disagree. Rather, I see 
concerned parents finally speaking out 
after years of concerns and silencing. I 
agree with you every candidate should be 
willing to listen and able to work with oth-
ers. The real question is this:  Has this 
been happening over the past decades of 
public school education?  
 The answer is no. Rather, a liberal, nation-
al agenda of Democratic "Group Think" 
power players and participants have driv-
en the National School Board Association
(NSBA), the National Education Associa-
tion (NEA), and school boards/many indi-
vidual teachers for decades. Concerned 
parents who disagree with this long-
established agenda have experienced a 
continual flow of liberal ideologies into 
school districts and within the classroom. 
This is not totally the fault of Demo-
crats.  Republicans should acted sooner.  
 I don't know the upcoming School Board 
candidates nor this local parent group. I 
have, however, watched this dominant 
liberal agenda swallow up any conserva-
tive whisper about education. Why do you 
think parents fought so hard for the free-
dom of home-schooling and private 
schooling? Because their voices were not 
allowed to be heard. Democrats fought 
hard against school choice, falsely assum-
ing they alone were qualified to mentor 
children, when in fact parents are the 
ones most qualified to make educational 
choices for their child. The Democrat liber-
al hope? To mold more Group Think 
young liberals who will grow to become 
just like them.   
 Connie, your repetition of the words 
"NON-PARTISAN" (your caps) is unrealistic 
and impossible. You might be searching 
for the word "bi-partisan." Everyone has a 
bias, including you. If someone claims not 
to have a bias, they are lying. Here's how 
it works in America: we get to vote for 

representatives (hoping the election pro-
cess is truly fair). We live in a Representa-
tive Republic. This means elected officials 
of a variety of political persuasions are 
allowed to participate in the election pro-
cess to represent the American people.  
 The truth is the public school system has 
been completely partisan for years, con-
trolled by Democrat ideology and opera-
tives. With current concerns of the theory 
of CRT, the re-writing of history books to 
fit an inaccurate and manipulated histori-
cal narrative, the muddying of real science 
to curb freedoms guaranteed to us in the 
Constitution, along with one-sided social 
justice causes being pushed into the class-
room without parental consent, parents 
are finally frustrated and are speaking up. 
They are tired of "new," re-designed cur-
riculums that seek to mentally transform 
the United States of America into the 
United Marxist States of America.  
 Let's look at some real facts about the 
partisanship of this moment in histo-
ry:  On Sept. 29, 2021, Democrat liber-
als Viola Garcia and Chip Slaven of the 
National School Boards Associa-
tion decided to write Pres. Biden to ask 
that parents be investigated simply for 
speaking to their local School Boards. 
These agenda-twizzling Democrats re-
quested that "enforceable actions against 
concerned parents be taken." They, the 
Democrat, liberal world of America, la-
beled parents as 'domestic terrorists' 
simply for exercising their right to speak 
about concerns to their duly-elected 
school board officials.  Liberal Attorney 
General Merrick Garland then directed the 
FBI to target concerned parents.   Tar-
geting means anyone who speaks out. Do 
you realize that the son-in-law of A.G. 
Merrick Garland is the publisher for the 
CRT curriculum being used in our public 
schools?  Follow the money and try to 
think beyond your personal ideology.  
 No one of any party should glory when 
others abuse the rights of others, especial-
ly the rights of parents who love their chil-

dren. I have to admit, I long to return to a 
world where reading, writing, arithmetic, 
geography and solid academic core classes 
fill the school day without fluff, non-
essential, non-academic classes which 
currently dominate school curriculums. 
These non-essential classes serve as be-
havioral modification tools, molding young 
minds to believe liberal agendas. These 
non-essentials also cause our taxes to go 
higher and higher, to the point that the 
average America, both low and middle-
class, can barely make ends meet. 
 EVERY parent should be able to review 
any curriculum and ask questions of their 
public school system. Every parent should 
be able to sit inside of any classroom and 
listen to the teacher mentoring their child. 
All parents should feel welcomed by 
teachers, principals and School Boards 
without the fear of the FBI investigating 
their motives.  
 Let's cut the political stuff and put our 
kids first.  Let's start treating our neigh-
bors as friends instead of rivals. Let's allow 
the discussion of differences so that wis-
dom can be discerned.  Let's practice kind-
ness towards others with whom you may 
disagree, recognizing that your way may 
not be the right way. The name-calling 
and sarcasm needs to stop. Calling out the 
FBI to track loving, caring parents needs to 
stop.    
 Connie and Wayne:  If you want others to 
stop being the puppets you think they are, 
then stop being a puppet for Democrat 
liberals. For the record, imagine how you 
would feel being falsely labeled as white 
nationalists, racists, or anarchists by Dem-
ocrat liberals when truth declares that you 
are none of those things. We must stop 
buying into untrue, connived national nar-
ratives which rip our nation apart with 
divisiveness and personal agendas.  
 The public at large has some simple re-
quests of those in public school leader-
ship. 1) Focus on teaching subjects that 
contribute to the child's ability to hold a 
job and becoming a productive member of 

CONCERNED PARENTS FINALLY SPEAKING OUT AFTER YEARS OF CONCERNS 

https://www.nsba.org/-/media/NSBA/File/nsba-letter-to-president-biden-concerning-threats-to-public-schools-and-school-board-members-92921.pdf?la=en&hash=642B7B91E0029BA4427D0F38D7054A007537160F
https://www.nsba.org/-/media/NSBA/File/nsba-letter-to-president-biden-concerning-threats-to-public-schools-and-school-board-members-92921.pdf?la=en&hash=642B7B91E0029BA4427D0F38D7054A007537160F
https://www.nsba.org/-/media/NSBA/File/nsba-letter-to-president-biden-concerning-threats-to-public-schools-and-school-board-members-92921.pdf?la=en&hash=642B7B91E0029BA4427D0F38D7054A007537160F
https://reason.com/2021/10/06/ag-merrick-garland-fbi-critical-race-theory-parents-schools-domestic-terrorists/
https://reason.com/2021/10/06/ag-merrick-garland-fbi-critical-race-theory-parents-schools-domestic-terrorists/
https://reason.com/2021/10/06/ag-merrick-garland-fbi-critical-race-theory-parents-schools-domestic-terrorists/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/merrick-garland-son-in-law-panorama-zuckerberg
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/merrick-garland-son-in-law-panorama-zuckerberg
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/merrick-garland-son-in-law-panorama-zuckerberg
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Society. 2) Recognize that Freedom 
matters to every person of every color, 
whether it is about school choice, a jab in 
the arm, the food that we eat, or the cars 
we drive.  3) Only parents, consulting with 
their doctors, should choose what goes 
into the body or over the mouths of their 
children. 4) Mandates of any kind to the 
masses are Marxist in nature and have no 
place in America, nor the classroom.  5) All 
voices deserve a hearing without mean-
spirited responses.  6) Legal Citizenship 
matters; our country cannot continue to 
fund an entire world invading our shores 
illegally, nor can a local public school 
budget afford the strain on educational 
resources. 7) The huge pork bills of the 

DNC which promote over-taxation and 
over-spending need to stop so future gen-
erations can hope for a future.  
 If this country continues to allow a rogue 
globalist government like the current 
Biden Administration to take advantage of 
citizens and students, we all lose--every 
Democrat, every Republican, every Green 
party, every unaffiliated person. Their 
agenda does not honor America but seeks 
to destroy America while filling their per-
sonal pocketbooks. Our children and 
grandchildren lose most of all. They will 
pay the price for the ignorance and ma-
nipulation of American lives.  
 Thankfully, some are bravely speaking 
up.  I ask these brave conservative parents 

to use their voices properly and in or-
der.  Allow your words and facts to shine, 
not your tempers. This honors God in your 
task.  When called names, smile in return 
while presenting facts.  Remain coura-
geous. Let our children observe a better 
way, a kinder way, and still get your mes-
sage across.  Parents are tired and wea-
ry.  Consider that the School Board is also 
weary.  Whether Republican or Democrat, 
choose to speak with accurate authority, 
truth, kindness and good manners, so that 
our children can see these things modeled 
well. Children desire and deserve this kind 
of environment, not the constant bicker-
ing of personal agendas.  
K. Bergman, Montrose 

CONCERNED PARENTS FINALLY SPEAKING OUT AFTER YEARS OF CONCERNS 
From previous pg 

http://www.dineoutmontrose.com/
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Editor; 
For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, the authori-
ties, the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. ----Ephesians 6:12. These 
forces are very powerful and should not 
be dismissed as imaginary or irrelevant. As 
everyone knows, there has been a mas-
sive eruption of nationwide protests from 
parents across the country disapproving 
the teaching of Critical Race Theory (CRT) 
to their children as young as kindergarten. 
The point of CRT is to prove to innocent 
school children that the evils in America 
are the Constitution, Capitalism and Chris-
tianity, and that they were all introduced 
by the vicious White male. What CRT is 
really all about is destroying big bad Whit-
ey whether it is tearing down statues or 
burning books or telling white children 
that they were born evil racists. And their 
goal in the classroom is to omit from 
teaching the fact that it was those "White" 
men who created the freest, richest, 
strongest, most generous nation in world 
history and that at this moment there are 
millions of illegal aliens invading America 
to capitalize on all of "Whitey's" benefits. 
These are also the same White men who 
rejected the curse of slavery. Although, to 
set the record straight, there were some 
White men---all of them Democrats---who 
created and were members of the vicious-
ly racist Ku Klux Klan, the Jim Crow laws, 
and in jack-booted lockstep, uniformly 
voted against all Civil Rights legislation in 

the mid-1960s. In fact one Democrat, Sen-
ator Byrd, was the Grand Wizard of the Ku 
Klux Klan. Robert Byrd served as a U.S. 
Representative from 1953 to 1959. And 
served as a Senator from West Virginia 
from 1959 to 2010. But off course the 
Democrats of today will never admit their 
background. And they never abandoned 
their discriminatory policies either. They 
just switched from black people to white 
people. So, by that standard, CRT should 
be renamed "DRT" (Democrat Racist Theo-
ry!). 
 The reaction of the parents who realized 
they had to defend their children from 
local school boards must have been jaw-
dropping. And to rub salt in the wound 
our glorious and feckless president, who 
has more loose screws than a hardware 
store in an earthquake, sicced his Attorney 
General, Merrick Garland, and the FBI 
onto those caring parents calling them 
"domestic terrorists" hoping to punish 
them for exercising their Constitutional 
right to Free Speech and protesting peace-
fully. It has been revealed Garland's 
daughter is married to the man who is 
pushing the CRT filth into schools. But of 
course Garland wouldn't answer any ques-
tions and echoed the usual accusation of 
parents threatening violence. There was 
no violence except when it took six police 
officers to arrest one man whose daughter 
was raped and sodomized by one of the 
Democrat's special and favorite people, a 
14 year old so-called male wearing a dress 
who apparently can't decide what he is. 

The police had no legal reason to arrest 
that father when all he was doing was 
venting verbally for the fact that the 
school board was covering for that sick kid 
in denying the rape took place. There was 
some speculation that school board mem-
bers demanded the police to be there to 
promote a chilling effect on parents' will-
ingness to confront the Leftist school 
board members. That was a disgusting 
display of police work when there are real 
crimes on the street to solve instead of six 
officers ganging up on the father of a rape 
victim. Of course if the occasion was BLM 
or Antifa rioting, burning, breaking into 
stores, looting, throwing object at police, 
no problem----it would be just one of 
those peaceful demonstrations like the 
summer 2020 riots which resulted in some 
15 times more injured police officers, 30 
times more arrests, and estimated damag-
es in dollar terms up to 1,300 times more 
costly than the result of the capitol inci-
dent on Jan. 6. 
 We are living in times now where most 
people have no idea that Stalin, Hitler, and 
Mao Tse-Tung all came into power prom-
ising the same kinds of things that the 
radical political Left is now promising. And 
it led to mass murder, dictatorship and 
genocide.  
 To sit back hoping that someday, some-
way, someone will make things right is to 
go on feeding the crocodile, hoping he will 
eat you last---but eat you he will--
President Ronald Reagan. 
Jerry Bartholome, Montrose 

OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

EVIL SHOULD NOT BE DISMISSED AS IMAGINARY OR IRRELEVANT 
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES 

WAYNE EVERETT WOLFF  

June 19, 1936 -October 25, 2021 

WAYNE EVERETT WOLFF went to be with his Heavenly Father on October 25, 2021 at 
the age of 85. He was born June 19, 1936 in Cortez, Colorado. He attended first 
through eighth grades at Lebanon School and graduated from Cortez High School in 
1954. At the age of nine, he became a member of 4-H, later served many years as a 
leader, and has supported 4-H and FFA throughout his life. He married Mary June 
Wiman, July 21, 1957 in Dolores, Colorado.   They moved to Eads, Colorado in 1963 
and later to Montrose in 1969. He worked for Gifford Electric and RE1J Schools. He 
served seven years in the Colorado Army National Guard. In 1985 he became the 
manager of Wolf Land and Cattle Co. in Ridgway. He served on many agricultural 
boards and was a lifetime member of the Montrose and Ouray Cattlemen. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Mary June, daughters Pam Wing (Ralph) of Parowan, Utah; Twila 
Brown (Jeff) Olathe, Colorado, and sister Esther Cook (Jim) of Mancos, Colorado. Six 
grandchildren, and thirteen great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Mathew William and Edna (Everett) Wolff and sister Edith Sherwood.  

Kathryn was born to David and Alice 
Watson in Bellaire, Kansas. She and her 

family moved to Montrose when she 
was five. She attended school in Mont-
rose, graduating from High School in 
1952. Afterwards she attended Parks 
School of Business in Denver, then re-
turned to Montrose and worked for Doz-
ier Motors where she met Jaye. They 
were married March 7, 1954 and cele-
brated their 59th anniversary before 
Jaye passed away. They had two daugh-
ters, Charlene and Deborah. 
 Kathryn’s first love was her Lord and 
Savior, who she tried to serve and honor. 
She was baptized into life with and for 
Jesus on July 13, 1958. A lot of her time 
was spent serving at her church, where 
she felt greatly loved. 
 She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, husband Jaye, daughter Deborah, 2 
great grandbabies, and great grandson 
Daniel. 
 She is survived by Daughter: Charlene, 
and son Frank Jones; Grandchildren: An-
gela (Jeff) Niles, Rebekah Jones, Valerie 
(Glenn) Darrow, Naphtali (Jared) Ren-
shaw, Theresa Jones, Kerry (Sara Caro-

line) Jones, and Hannah (Tyler) Cipol-
lone; Great Grandchildren: Joshua (Ariel), 
Michael, Abigail, David, Anna, AJ, Fred-
die, Jack, Sophia, Emma, Aiden, Peter, 
Tobias, Ian, Henry, Caelum, Elanor, Ja-
son, and Darby. Brothers: Lloyd, David, 
Clarence, and Clifford Watson; Sister: 
Florence (Bill) Frigetto, and sister-in-law 
Nickie Bruce. 
Thanks from her family to all those who 
prayed, sent cards, fixed meals, and 
called; and to the Montrose Christian 
Church for all they did for her and her 
family over the past years. To her family, 
Kathryn would thank you for your love 
and support to her for all the years. 
A funeral service is scheduled for Thurs-
day, November 11, 2021 at 11 AM at Mont-
rose Christian Church. Arrangements are 
being handled by Crippin Funeral Home. 
In lieu of flowers, please consider donat-
ing to The Gideons International, which 
distributes free Bibles.  
 Donation information is available at 
Montrose Christian Church or 
www.sendtheword.org. 

KATHRYN ALICE BRUCE 

August 9, 1934 - October 9, 2021 

http://www.sendtheword.org/?fbclid=IwAR1Gmii2F-dBIpqy9F38HcPJThzxjx_66cIHuleI2KLpTgZjTNv5-4B-xng
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COMMUNITY OBITUARIES 

LLOYD ELDON WATSON 

May 7, 1930 – October 21, 2021 
LLOYD ELDON WATSON was born May 
7,1930 to David and Alice (Clemison) 
Watson in Kansas and was one of 6 chil-
dren. The family moved from Kansas to 
Montrose, CO at a young age. 
 Lloyd married Jackie Lou Wright on June 
10, 1950 (in New Mexico because they 
were too young to get married in Colora-
do at the time!) and had the privilege of 
sharing 62 years of 
marriage until Jackie Lou passed away in 
December, 2012 at the age of 82. To their 
union were born 4 children: Jerry Lee, 
Rhonda, Randy and Leanna. 
 Lloyd loved his horses and cows, farm-
ing, and spending time with his family. 
He was known for many sarcastic one-
liners like calling himself "the last honest 
horse trader" and telling friends 
and family "if you don't work, you don't 
eat".  
 He also enjoyed watching people discov-
er the horse he put them on wasn't quite 
as gentle or calm as he said it was. Lloyd 
had a unique way 
of starting projects and finding others to 
finish them while he sat back 
"supervising." He cherished his friend-
ships with his neighbors on Uncom-
pahgre Road and had nicknames for just 
about all of them.  Lloyd's life was filled 
with tragedy: losing his oldest son in a 

farm accident, his oldest daughter sud-
denly, two fires on his farm - the second 
of which took his home, losing his wife 
to cancer, and breaking his neck in a car 
accident, but he was a resilient person 
that kept his head up and brightened 
every room he was in. 
 Lloyd spent his final 6 years living with 
his daughter, Leanna, but that didn't 
stop him from frequent trips to see his 
farm, cows, friends and family. 
 Lloyd is survived by his son, Randy, and 
daughter, Leanna and husband Greg. His 
siblings David, Clarence, Clifford and Flor-
ence and husband Bill. Grandchildren 
include Brian Watson and wife Amber, 
Jason Watson and Wife Elizabeth, Kris-
ten Cox and husband Tyler, Brandon 
Clark, Keeton Ellis, Brennon Ellis and wife 
Taylor, and Jacelen Ellis. Great grandchil-
dren include Courtney and husband Kyle, 
Ashley, Brexten, Bryson, Tyson, and Cier-
ra. Great great grandchildren include 
Braylen, Gentry and one on the way! 
Lloyd is also survived by many nieces and 
nephews. 
 Lloyd was preceded in death by his par-
ents, wife Jackie, son Jerry Lee, daughter 
Rhonda, sister-in-law Ann, and his "go-to 
person" sister Kathryn Bruce, who 
passed just two weeks prior to Lloyd. 
 A special 'thank you' to Nicole Grater, 

his caretaker during the work week, who 
took such good care of him for over two 
years, and to the staff at Valley Manor 
for his short stays there over the years. 
Lloyd will be greatly missed for his sense 
of humor and love of animals. In the 
words of Donna Flowers,  "We've lost a 
true Legend." A memorial service is 
scheduled for 11AM on Saturday Novem-
ber 6, 2021, at Montrose Christian 
Church. Crippin Funeral Home is assisting 
Mr. Watson’s family. 

MARJORY LOUISE SIMS 

April 10, 1937-October 24, 2021 
Montrose resident Marjory Louise Sims 
passed away October 24, 2021, quietly in 
the comfort of her own home. She was 
born April 10, 1937, in Antonito, Colorado 
to parents H.H. Griffith and Nellie Isabell 
Schofield Griffith. In 1953 she married 
Lloyd Francis Sims and was married for 
62 years. Marjory enjoyed doing all sorts 
of crafting including, diamond art, cro-
cheting, and making all kinds of different 
jewelry. She worked for many years in 
the food service business as a cook but 

her main job was a homemaker. 
 She was preceded in death by her par-
ents H.H. and Nellie Isabell Griffith, hus-
band Lloyd Francis Sims, son Elton 
(Wayne) Sims, daughter Ethel (Tinker) 
Sims Atkinson, son Lloyd (Gene) Sims, 
daughter Rosalie Sims, grandson Lloyd 
Sims, granddaughter Nicole Sims, sister 
Rae Bowen, brothers Tommy, Richard, 
and George Griffith. Marjory is survived 
by her sons; Donald G. (Tamara Malouff) 
Sims of Monte Vista, CO., Mikel E. (Jenny 

Angrimson) Sims of Montrose, CO., and 
Jim K. (Gayla Wood) Sims of Montrose, 
CO., sisters Nellie Mauch of Lamar, CO., 
and Jackie (Steve) Darbyshire of Dumas, 
TX., daughter in law, Patty Sims, nine 
grandchildren, and thirty great grandchil-
dren. She is also survived by many nieces 
and nephews. 
 Cremation was chosen and a memorial 
service is planned for a later date. Crippin 
Funeral Home is assisting Marjory’s fami-
ly. 
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DRAWING THE LINES 

By Bob Cox 
REGIONAL-On Feb. 18, 1861 President 
James Buchanan signed the Organic Act 
establishing the Territory of Colorado. The 
new territory was carved out of several 
other territories. Parts of the Territories of 
Kansas, New Mexico, Utah and Nebraska 
were incorporated into Colorado. 
 On Nov. 1, 1861 the new territory estab-

lished the boundaries for 17 counties and 
the Cheyenne Reserve. The counties were: 
Arapahoe, Boulder, Clear Creek, Costilla, 
Douglas, El Paso, Fremont, Guadalupe, 
Huerfano, Jefferson, Lake, Larimer, Park, 
Pueblo and Summit. The names remained 
the same for about one week when Gua-
dalupe County was renamed Conejos. 
 Beginning in 1866, county lines were 

starting to be adjusted and new counties 
were formed, but the western side of the 
territory received little attention. When 
railroads and mining became important 
the people on the western slope of Colo-
rado became both more active and more 
important. Lake County, now less than 
400 square miles, covered nearly one third 
of the western half of the state. 
 When Colorado became a state in 1876, 
there were a total of 28 counties. Lake 
County was one of the largest, but their 
fate was soon changed when Gunnison 
County was formed in 1877. Gunnison 
became one of the larger counties in the 
state. Ouray County was also established 
in 1877, taking still another piece of Lake 
County. 
 Surprisingly, not much attention was paid 
to what was happening with the county 
borders. Newspapers of the time con-
tained very little descriptive information, 
but there were exceptions. The people of 
Gunnison County were becoming more 
aware in early 1880, when information 
about the intention of the legislature to 
significantly reduce the size of Gunnison 
County became apparent. 
 Sam Baker, a well-known lawyer in both 
Montrose and Gunnison was instrumental 
in establishing some of the county lines. If 
the blurbs in the personal column of the 
Gunnison Democrat are correct, Mr. Baker 

The map, which is included in the National Archives, depicts the Colorado counties prior to the 
splitting of several larger counties on the Western Slope. Lake County, once one of the larger, 
is now among the smallest with less than 400 square miles. Photo courtesy of the Library of 
Congress.  
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was quick. On Jan. 5, 1881 the Democrat 
reported, "Col. Sam Baker left for Denver 
on Friday to remain through the session of 
the legislature." Two weeks later, in the 
Jan. 19, 1881 edition, the paper reported, 
"Sam Baker is expected back from Denver 
this week, with a new county under each 
arm." 
 The concern over reduction of Gunnison 
County size became apparent the next 
week. The Democrat opined in the Jan. 26, 
1881 edition: 
 The bill for a division of Gunnison County 
would leave as a matter of fact about one 
hundred square miles of available territory 
to the present county. Garfield County 
would come near Parlin, and Gothic Coun-
ty in the vicinity of Teachouts, leaving only 
the narrow valleys as the actual territory 
of Gunnison. The conduct thus far of the 
supporters of the scheme has been simply 
to vilify Gunnison as a reason, and the 
only reason for a division... 
 The Jan. 26 article went on to point out 
that not everyone was in favor of splitting 
the county into several smaller counties: 
 The county of Gunnison was created in 
1876, and the county seat located at Gun-
nison in 1877, at the October election. Not 
a name on the poll lists of that election 
can be found on a petition for a division. It 
is not tenderfeet who are clamorous for 
Gunnison but pioneers who opened the 
country and knew its necessities and avail-
able points. Gunnison has no necessity to 
asperse any one. It has abundant interests 
in all but it cannot but reprehend the 
falsehoods that tricksters are putting in 
circulation. In any controversy we should 
be ashamed to see Gunnison report to any 
injurious subterfuge regarding her neigh-
bors. But at the same time they should win 
on merits of their own and not on slanders 

upon the only town in the county that 
works persistently to benefit every camp, 
town or prospect in the area of the county. 
 Over the next several months the mem-
bers of the Colorado legislature discussed 
new counties at length. Then, in 1883, the 
carving knife was used on Gunnison Coun-
ty. Delta, Mesa, and Montrose Counties 
were all formed from parts of Gunnison 
County. 
 Throughout the whole process of estab-
lishing new counties, one newspaper, The 
Leadville Daily Herald, took an unusual 
interest. Several articles and editorial 
comments can be found in their archives.  
The Sunday edition of March 4, 1883 in-
cluded a supplement that described 
Montrose County in detail. The editorial 
staff of the newspaper explained that, 
because accurate and descriptive infor-
mation was so hard to come by, they as-
signed one correspondent (unnamed) to 
travel through Gunnison and Montrose 
counties and provide an extensive report 
on the findings. 
 The resulting report was more than 6,000 
words long and included a half-page map. 
The lede was as follows: 
 Some two months ago the Herald pub-
lished two articles on the condition, both 
present and prospective, of the extreme 
western portion of the late Uncompahgre 
Ute reservation, containing the towns of 
Delta and Grand Junction. Since these pub-
lications, however, the state legislature 
has divided the reservation into three 
counties, and as the locality of the Uncom-
pahgre Valley included in the new county 
of Montrose has been but barely men-
tioned, this paper detailed a special corre-
spondent to visit the county seat and as-
certain whether the reports and state-
ments made by the advocates for a divi-

sion of county lines were correct. 
In addition to providing coordinates, the 
correspondent described in detail many of 
the attributes of Montrose County. Some 
of the descriptions proved to be ageless. 
Here are a few: 
 THE UNCOMPAHGRE VALLEY - Few as-
pects in the Centennial state compare in 
points of beauty, fertility... A simple glance 
at the map will show that Montrose is the 
natural commercial center and supply de-
pot of all that country. 
 THE TOWN SITE - ...a short visit through 
the place convinces the inspector that it 
varies in several important points from the 
large majority of railroad towns. In the 
first place the streets are wide, the side-
walks of the principal thoroughfare being 
covered with a board walk...the buildings 
are very substantially constructed...the 
merchants are well-to-do and buy in large 
quantities. 
 THE SOIL - From the excellence of the soil, 
the agricultural interests will always be 
among the most prominent resources of 
the Uncompahgre valley...the valley is 
divided into two classes of lands, the low 
lands and mesas. The texture of the soil of 
the former is highly spoken of, and alt-
hough there is some alkali in it, that quali-
ty by no means appears in quantities suffi-
cient to the detriment of the tillers... 
 The establishment of Mesa, Montrose 
and Delta counties was by no means the 
end of discussions. Several other counties 
were established and the boundaries of 
some were changed. By the time of the 
1884 presidential election Colorado had 
39 counties. Four years later there were 
43 counties and the number kept growing 
to the current number of 64. Two of those 
64, Denver and Broomfield are city/county 
governments. 

DRAWING THE LINES From previous pg 
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By Carole Ann McKelvey 
DELTA -- If you’re looking for a tasty Mexi-
can meal and a really yummy Margarita 
look no further. A girlfriend and I stopped 
in El Tapatio the other night looking for a 
quick snack and got much more than that.   
 Not being very hungry, but definitely 
thirsty, she and I ordered a delicious 
house margarita.  No salt please for me.  
And looking over the menu we spied the 
combo appetizer. You would think this 
would not be a whole meal, but you would 
be wrong.  On the menu it’s pictured as bit 
of nachos, quesadillas and chicken taqui-
tos, served with guacamole, sour cream 
and a little salad.  But when it arrived, 
whoa!  A huge plate with as much as we 
could eat on one plate.  Very yummy.  This 
perfect dinner for two was a total of 
$15.25.  House margarita, $9.50.  More 
than a meal. But if there are more than 
two of you with big appetites don’t stop 
there.  This restaurant is very authentic 
and has a wide menu with many choices: 
Tacos: 
Tacos a gusto $3.95-4.95 each, Taco plates 
$13.99-17.99, including fish tacos, and 
diet tacos.  
Combinations: 
Tapitio Grande, mediano or chico, from 
$10.99-15.25; includes rice, fried, whole or 

black beans, or 
salad and fries. 
Add meat to 
dish, addition-
al .99. Each dish 
is available with 
your choice --enchilada, chile relleno, flau-
ta, chimichanga, taco, tostada, chalupa, 
burrito, tamale.  
Tortas: 
Tortas regular, Tortas Abogados, $10.75-
11.25.  
Tostados: 
Pork, shredded beef, chicken, ground 
beef, chicken or bean, $8.75-11.25. 
Dinner for Two: 
Here you will find outstanding offerings:  
Dinner for Two includes grilled steak, 
grilled chicken, shrimp and mushrooms 
with special sauce, rice, guacamole, sour 
cream and beans, $38.25. 
Fajitas for two:  choice of 2 or 3 meats 
(prawns, chicken, beef), $32.99-36.25. 
Tapatio Flaming: chicken breasts, grilled 
seasoned skirt steak, jalapeno wrapped 
prawns, served flaming at the table with 
green and red bell peppers, guacamole, 
sour cream and rice and beans.  
Soups and Salads: 
Numerous choices here from small house 
salads to grilled chicken salad, from $6.75-

18.75. 
Vegetarian: 
Fajitas, enchiladas, tostadas, rellenos and 
more from $12.95-15.95. 
Burgers, Eggs, Beef, Chicken and other 
dishes: 
These offerings are different than above 
and run from $9.99-27.50. 
Especial ties: 
Fajitas and Chimichangas are on the spe-
cial list running from $14.50-17.99. 
Oh, but don’t stop there, El Tapatio also 
offers very authentic  
Seafood: 
Dishes that run from Mojarra, cocktail de 
Cameroons, Cameroons de mojo de ajo, 
Siete Mares, and Mariscada a la diablo. 
And many more from $9.99-29.25. 
El Tapatio also has a kid’s menu at $5.99. 
And, if you have room, ummmm. . . 
Desserts: 
Sopapias, fried ice cream, flan and churros 
from $5.99-6.25. 
 El Tapatio is located at 353 Main Street 
Delta, CO 81416. Call 970-874-4100 

DELTA’S EL TAPATIO  
IS WORTH YOUR VISIT 
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

WILD EDIBLE AND MEDICINAL PLANTS FOR OUR TIMES 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-Presentation on Wild Edible 
and Medicinal Plants for Our Times-
Colorado Mesa University Montrose Cam-
pus, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021 at 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Cascade Hall, S. 3rd St. and Cascade 
Ave. Free and open to the public 
 Have you ever wondered how you would 
survive in the backcountry if you ran out 
of food and medicine; which berries are 
poisonous; or whether weeds are useful?  
Celebrate the local wild edible and medici-
nal plants as a resource for these changing 
times with Colorado wild plant authority 
Katrina Blair.  
 Katrina Blair began studying wild plants in 
her teens when she camped out alone for 
a summer to embrace a wild foods diet.  

She later wrote The Wild Edible and Me-
dicinal Plants of the San Juan Mountains 
for her senior project at Colorado College.  
She completed an M.A. at John F. Kennedy 
University in Orinda, CA, in Holistic Health 
Education. She founded Turtle Lake Ref-
uge in 1998, a non-profit whose mission is 
to celebrate the connection between per-
sonal health and wild lands. Turtle Lake 
Refuge includes a wild local living foods 
café, sustainable education center and 
community farm.  Katrina teaches perma-
culture and wild edible and medicinal clas-
ses locally and globally. She is author of 
several books including Local Wild Life--
Turtle Lake Refuge’s Recipes for Living 
Deep and The Wild Wisdom of Weeds: 13 
Essential Plants for Human Survival.  Katrina Blair Courtesy Photo. 
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYERS RELEASES ‘JUST IN THE NICK 
OF TIME’ A COLORADO ATTORNEY’S STORY OF REPRESENTING ROSS CARLSON 

Special to the Mirror 
WASHINGTON, DC – The NACDL’s publish-
ing unit, NACDLPress, has released Just in 
the Nick of Time, a timely story about the 
intersection of mental health and the law 
by Denver, Colorado attorney David B. 
Savitz. In his career spanning more than 
50 years, one of Savitz’s most important 
contributions to the field of criminal de-
fense has been his work defending clients 
with psychiatric disorders. This book tells 
the story of 19-year-old Ross Carlson, who 
is accused of killing his parents and is diag-
nosed with an unusual psychiatric disor-
der. Ross spends a torturous six years in 
the Colorado judicial and mental health 
systems before his case experiences an 
unexpected end. 
 As the reader learns in Just in the Nick of 
Time, the defense of clients with psychiat-
ric disorders is not a path many choose to 
take. The work is hard, considering how 
much is still misunderstood by both the 
legal and mental health fields. But Savitz 
has a unique ability to guide his defense 
by the trust he builds with his clients. This 
trust is not easily obtained with someone 
suffering from a severe mental health dis-
order such as multiple personality disor-
der—it can sometimes take years to build. 
Savitz is uniquely equipped to do this be-
cause before deciding to become a law-
yer, he spent his undergraduate years at 
Pennsylvania State University studying 
psychology. After his years at Penn State, 
Savitz obtained his J.D. from the Universi-

ty of Colorado at Boulder. Throughout his 
years as an attorney, he has lectured on 
numerous topics including those related 
to the field of psychiatry and child abuse 
and has published articles on various top-
ics related to mental health and the law, 
such as an in-depth analysis on the legal 
defense of persons diagnosed with multi-
ple personality disorder, which was pub-
lished in the psychiatric journal, Dissocia-
tion. Over the years, David Savitz has 
shown his commitment to his profession 
by continuously advocating for, and tire-
lessly defending, individuals whom much 
of society has written off.  
 “Just in the Nick of Time has all the ma-
kings of a classic true crime novel, but 
what sets it apart is the relationship that 
unfolds between defense lawyer and cli-
ent. Unflinching and insightful, a masterful 
read about the difficulties of mental 
health issues, empathy and compassion 
for the client, and the frustrations encoun-
tered in our present day criminal legal 
system.  
 The real power of this story is David’s 
unwavering kindness and compassion for 
his client, one whose impact clearly re-
mains with him today,” said President of 
the NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice 
and Past President of NACDL Lisa M. 
Wayne. 
 “Just in the Nick of Time is one of the 
most profound cases of Multiple Personal-
ity Disorder (MPD), all told from the per-
spective of the person who interacted 

most with the personalities, his criminal 
defense lawyer David Savitz. Their person-
alities raged from polite to vicious, from 
childish to streetwise. Some were so 
frightening that the treating doctors hesi-
tated to engage with them.  
 This is the true-life story of a young crimi-
nal defense lawyer defending a double 
homicide relying on a mental illness de-
fense that much of the psychiatric com-
munity rejected as implausible or con-
trived,” said NACDL Past President Larry 
Pozner. 

NACDL Press has released Just in the Nick of 
Time by Colorado Attorney David B. Savitz. 
Courtesy image. 

https://www.nacdl.org/Content/NACDLPress
https://www.justinthenickoftime.com/
https://www.justinthenickoftime.com/
https://members.nacdl.org/online-store/merchandise-details/?action=view&id=18cf4e8c-5200-ec11-b76a-0003fff84a36
https://www.nacdl.org/Content/NACDLPress
https://www.justinthenickoftime.com/
https://www.justinthenickoftime.com/
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

SANTA FE POET DEBBI BRODY TO READ NOV 2 BARDIC TRAILS ZOOM POETRY SERIES 

Special to Art & Sol 
TELLURIDE-Santa Fe poet Debbi Brody will 
be the featured reader at the Bardic Trails 
Zoom poetry webinar Tuesday, Nov. 2 at 
7pm (Mountain Time).   A production of 
the Talking Gourds Poetry Program, Bardic 
Trails is a free event open to any who pre-
register. Register online by Nov 2 at the 
Wilkinson Public Library to get Zoom Link. 
Go to telluridelibrary.org/events. 
 Debbi Brody is an avid attendee and lead-
er of poetry workshops throughout the 
USA’s southwest. She has been published 
in numerous national and regional jour-
nals, magazines and anthologies of note 
including Poetica, Broomweed and Sin 
Fronteras.  Her newest full length book, In 
Everything, Birds, (Village Books Press, 
OKC, OK, 2015) received an inaugural Mar-

garet Randall 
Book Prize for 
poetry. Her latest 
chapbook is 
Walking the Ar-
royo (Cyberwit, 
2019). Debbi was 
born and raised in 
Chicago, Illinois. 
She received a 
B.A. in Sociology 
from Southern 
Illinois University 
in 1979, the 
same year she married. She and her hus-
band have one grown son, a daughter-in-
law and one grandchild. They have resided 
in New Mexico since 1991. Debbi works at 
a small scientific research and develop-

ment laboratory in Santa Fe. To find out 
more, visit her here on Facebook, make 
book inquiries via email, and in local and 
online bookstores. There will also be a 
short Question and Answer session.  

Santa Fe Poet Debbi Brody will be the fea-
tured reader at the Bardic Trails Zoom poet-
ry webinar Tuesday, Nov. 2 at 7pm. Courte-
sy photo.  

http://www.ourtownmatters.net/
https://weebly.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9679c90b8045118bc826ccba4&id=c9e69d56a8&e=69eb9244a6
https://weebly.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9679c90b8045118bc826ccba4&id=44d026db91&e=69eb9244a6
https://webmail.risebroadband.net/artqueen58@aol.com
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Special to Art & Sol 
SALT LAKE CITY, UT-- While the COVID-19 
pandemic has had significant impacts on 
college enrollment around the world, the 
University of Utah has consistently in-

creased enrollment and continues its rec-
ord-setting streak. For the second year in a 
row, the U saw its largest total enrollment 
in school history for the fall 2021 semes-
ter. 

 Local students who are part of the record-
breaking Class of 2025 include:  
 Natalia Graham of Montrose, whose ma-
jor is listed as Design Foundations BS.  
 Molly Rhoderick of Montrose, whose ma-
jor is listed as Psychology BS and Pre Psy-
chology BS.  
 Joshua Simpson of Montrose, whose ma-
jor is listed as Design Foundations BS.  
 Enrollment of first-time freshmen in-
creased 19.6% to 5,361 students-the first 
class of over 5,000 students at the U. Last 
fall, first-time freshmen increased 5.5%. 
 "This is an incredible and exciting mile-
stone for the University of Utah," Taylor 
Randall, university president. "It speaks to 
the value and quality we offer and reflects 
our solid reputation as one of the nation's 
top public research universities. I am 
pleased to welcome all our students-new 
and continuing-and look forward to seeing 
all they will accomplish at the U." 
 Overall enrollment increased 4.2% to 
34,424-up from 33,047 in fall 2020. The 
number of new transfer students also in-
creased, up 2.3% to 1,448. The university 
also saw record highs in undergraduate 
and graduate enrollment with graduate 
students up 2.3% and undergraduates up 
4.8%. 
 "We are excited to welcome our largest 
class to Imagine U," said Dan Reed, senior 
vice president of Academic Affairs. "The 
enthusiasm of our faculty, staff and stu-
dents for the fall educational experience is 
extraordinary." The U also enrolled histori-
cally high numbers of domestic students of 
color, international students and both in-
state and out-of-state students. 
 Steve Robinson, senior associate vice 
president for Enrollment Management, 
attributes the tremendous growth to 
recognition of the quality of a degree from 
the U, a new scholarship award strategy 
and extensive outreach to new students. 
 "The fact that we continued to significant-
ly grow our enrollment throughout a pan-
demic demonstrates that we are succeed-
ing in expanding access to the U," said 
Robinson. "It's clear the U continues to be 
an academic destination, not only in Utah 
but nationally and increasingly internation-
ally as well." 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

MONTROSE STUDENTS ENROLL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH 



The Montrose Mirror  |  November 1, 2021 Page 47 

 

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SPIRITUAL AWARENESS CENTER 
Denomination affiliation: Independent 
Interfaith 
Address:  Meeting at Lions Park Communi-
ty Building, 602 N. Nevada, Montrose 
 Office hours: Tues-Fri, 9 am to 4 pm, 
Home Office – 970-252-0908 
Contact information: Rev. Dr. Arlyn Mac-
donald, 970-252-0908, 

arlyn@spiritaware.org, 
www.spiritaware.org 
Name of current pastor: Rev. Dr. Arlyn 
Macdonald, Senior Minister; Rev. Cath-
arine Gates, Associate Minister. Spiritual 
counseling available. 
Worship service times: Unity Service at 11 
a.m., Adult Discussion at 9:30 a.m., Quiet 
Meditation at 10:30 a.m. 

 The Spiritual Awareness Center is an inter-
faith spiritual community welcoming spir-
itual seekers and people of all faiths, 
providing a safe place to explore and nur-
ture the individual’s unique connection to 
the Divine through Unity services, classes, 
family and community projects, including 
the Great Community Giveaway and Well-
ness Fair. 

MONTROSE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Denomination Affiliation: United  
Methodist 
Address: 19 S. Park Avenue Montrose CO. 
81401 
Office Hours: M-Thu, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Contact Information: 970-249-3716, 

office@montroseumc.org, mont-
roseumc.org 
Current Senior Pastor: Rev. Lisa Petty 
Worship service times: 9:30 a.m. Casu-
al Contemporary Worship & 11:15 a.m. 
Traditional Worship 
10:30 - Social/Devotional Time 
 Montrose UMC is a leader in being fully 

inclusive, loving and just servants of Christ. 
Our church family welcomes people from 
various cultural and faith backgrounds: 
single, married, remarried, with and with-
out children, from diapers to dentures. 
Wherever you are on your spiritual journey 
we invite you to come and discover hope, 
joy, peace and purpose.  

Continued next pg 

ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH 
Affiliation: Southern Baptist 
Address: 1598 E. Niagara Road, Montrose, 
CO 81401 
Office Hours: Tues-Thurs, 9am-4pm 
Contact information: 
Phone: 970.249.4887   
website: www.RosemontBaptist.org 
email: office@rosemontbaptist.org 
Senior Pastor: Rolland Kenneson 
Worship Service Times: Our engaging and 
relevant Sunday Worship Service is at 

10:45 AM. We also have Bible Study for All 
Ages Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM. We 
provide a professionally-staffed nursery 
throughout both.  
Rosemont Baptist's desire is to passionate-
ly bring people face-to-face with the life-
changing power of Jesus Christ.  
We are a multigenerational church from 
different walks of life who love Jesus, love 
each other, and love our community. Eve-
ryone comes dressed in whatever is com-
fortable. We love meeting new people no 

matter what stage of life they are in.  
Children's services: We have a fun Sunday 
School for children from four years old 
through youth. We provide Children's 
Church during the Sunday Worship Ser-
vices where children four years old 
through 9 years can learn to be worship-
pers of Jesus.  
 We provide a nursery for children under 
four years old with paid staff providing 
excellent care during Sunday Morning 
Bible Study and Worship Service.  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
MONTROSE 
Affiliation: Presbyterian 
Address: 1840 E Niagara Rd. Montrose 
CO. 81401  
Office Hours: M-Thu 9AM - 12PM  
Contact Information: 970-249-4732, in-

form@fpcmontrose.com, 
www.fpcmontrose.com  
In Transition-Currently: 
Howard Davidson  
Merle Bierma 
Worship Service times: 9:30AM, Student 
Worship at 6PM 

We strive to encourage, challenge and 
support one another through spiritual 
growth, worship, and service in our com-
munity, country, and world. We also en-
courage children and youth to grow their 
relationship with Christ through our chil-
dren and student ministries  

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE 
Denomination: Church of the Nazarene 
Address: 705 South 12th Street 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 am-
Noon and by Appointment 
Contact Information: Office Phone 970 
249-9213, mncfirst@gmail.com, 
www.montrosenazarenechurch.org 

Pastor: Buddy Cook 
Services Sunday: Worship 10 AM, Adult 
Bible Study 11:30 AM Worship includes 
age-appropriate children's ministry during 
adult worship. 
Wednesday: Prayer Boot Camp - 7 PM 
Mission Statement: Montrose First Church 
of the Nazarene exists to make Christlike 

disciples in Montrose Colorado and around 
the world. 
Demographics: Our church consists of 
older and younger people. We have 
younger families with children and young 
teens and older adults as well.  We also 
support the work of Calvary Ranch Colora-
do and its addiction recovery ministry. 

mailto:arlyn@spiritaware.org
http://www.spiritaware.org
mailto:office@montroseumc.org
http://montroseumc.org
http://montroseumc.org
http://www.RosemontBaptist.org
mailto:office@rosemontbaptist.org
mailto:inform@fpcmontrose.com
mailto:inform@fpcmontrose.com
http://www.fpcmontrose.com
mailto:mncfirst@gmail.com
http://www.montrosenazarenechurch.org
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 SUMMIT CHURCH OF MONTROSE:  
Denomination affiliation:  
Southern Baptist 
Address: 10977 60.75 Rd. Montrose, CO 
81403 
Office hours: Varies 
Contact information: 
phone number: 970-275-7026 
email:summitchurchmontrose@gmail.com 
website: www.summitchurchmontrose.org 

Name of current Senior Pastor: John De-
Sario  
 Worship service times: 9 AM for Sunday 
Worship, Monday Night Bible Study 6:30-
8pm Summit Church Montrose preaches 
the Word of God, reaches the lost with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and equips Christians 
to serve the Lord. Summit Church is a 
group of diverse people, (widows, retired 
couples, families with adult children, fami-

lies with young and school aged children, 
and recent high school and college gradu-
ates). Our services are in English, but many 
in our congregation also speak Spanish, as 
we partner with Verdad Y Vida (a Spanish 
congregation meeting in the same build-
ing).  
 We have a children’s area we call “Base 
Camp” for children ages birth to Kindergar-
ten during the Sunday Service.  

Church Directory 
Mirror Editorial Staff 
MONTROSE-As a way of serving the faith 
community in Montrose, the Montrose 
Mirror is in the process of establishing a 
Church Directory. If your congregation or 
fellowship would like to be included in the 
directory, please supply the following in-

formation to the Montrose Mirror: 
Name of church 
Denomination affiliation  
Address Office hours 
Contact information (phone number, 
email address, website) 
Name of current Senior Pastor 
Worship service times 

Please give a one sentence description of 
your church and its mission in the Mont-
rose community. 
Brief description of your current church 
demographics (predominately family, 
youth, seniors, singles).  
Do your church services include Sunday 
School and childcare? 

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH  
OF MONTROSE 
Denomination Affiliation: Independent 
Baptist 
Address: 2890 N Townsend Ave., Mont-
rose, CO 81401 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-12pm 
Contact Information: Phone (970) 249-

6874; email at info@vbcmontrose.org; 
website: vbcmontrose.org 
Current Pastor: Roland Kassales 
Worship Service Times: Sunday School at 
9:30am, Sunday AM Service at 10:30am, 
Sunday PM Service at 6pm, Wednesday 
Night Service at 6:30pm (all services in-
clude childcare) 

Victory Baptist Church exists to exalt God, 
edify saints, and evangelize the lost. 
Demographics: Victory Baptist serves eve-
ryone with age-appropriate classes, 
groups, and activities. Families with chil-
dren make up the majority of VBC with 
young adults, singles, middle-aged cou-
ples, and seniors comprising the rest.  

MIRROR CHURCH DIRECTORY From previous pg 

mailto:summitchurchmontrose@gmail.com
http://www.summitchurchmontrose.org
mailto:info@vbcmontrose.org
http://vbcmontrose.org
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REGIONAL-Twenty-five years! A quarter-
century. Hard to believe. But like the 
stagecoaches of yore, replaced by trains, 
trucks, and automobiles, it’s time for the 
San Juan Silver Stage to head for the mu-
seum. It’s been a great ride and our edito-
rial content consistently outstanding. Ex-
cept for a few bumps in the road, it’s also 
been an incredibly rewarding experience. 
We’ve enjoyed having you ride along with 
us and are grateful for your loyal sup-
port…but we’ve reached the end of the 
trail. 
 The Silver Stage started out in 1996, in 
Ouray, Colorado. My late husband coined 
the name—based on the historic Silver 
San Juans (history and heritage) and my 
focus on our “on stage” creative commu-
nity providing arts and entertainment 
around the region.  
 The publication began as a newspaper 
and morphed into a magazine along with 
six others published by San Juan Publish-
ing group, Inc. (SJPG), our parent compa-
ny. SJPG was ahead of its time and also 
built related websites for those maga-
zines.  
 In print and online, we were once the 
only trusted source for events around the 

Four Corners region, with emphasis closer 
to home, here in Western Colorado. Our 
Stage Events Calendar was a bible for 
those hunting for things to do. Now our 
time of publishing the region’s only com-
prehensive community calendar has come 
to an end. The combination of Covid and 
subsequent ramping up of social media 
has irrevocably changed the need for that 
service.  
 Today there are hundreds, make that 
thousands, of digital locations—if you 
know how and where to find them—that 
catalogue current events, by area or re-
gion, topic or interest, or just proximity to 
where you are or plan to be if traveling. It 
takes a bit of concentrated searching, and 
accuracy can be somewhat dubious—but 
it’s all out there. You can find what’s hap-
pening, or did happen, or will happen on 
your own now, tapping into the myriad of 
websites and social media pages. Today, 
almost everybody, regardless of age or 
technical ability, relies on the Internet as 
their primary news source.  
 Remember the magazines in the doctors’ 
offices? Gone. Everybody is scrolling 
through their smartphone. Remember the 
printed newspaper delivered in the dark 
and perused with your morning coffee? 

Not in the driveway anymore. Instead of 
turning a paper page, you tap, click and 
scroll. For most of us, print has been re-
placed by digital format. We Google, 
Zoom, YouTube, Facebook, and log in with 
face-recognition (or hard-to-remember 
passwords). We shop online, order food, 
book our travel, balance our bank ac-
counts, pay bills, and take free classes 
(and pay-per-view webinars) online—
mostly from our phones (or a tablet, lap-
top, or desk computer if we need a bigger 
screen). 
 So, sadly (because I’ve really loved doing 
this), it’s time for the Stage to make its 
final run, another icon that will, hopefully, 
be remembered with love…or at least 
fondness. Although an archival version will 
still be accessible online, the San Juan 
Silver Stage as you’ve known it, will be 
permanently parked as a museum piece at 
the end of this issue, Holidays 2021. 
Please stop by for a visit at Sil-
verstage.news and share in the memories. 

https://silverstage.news/
https://silverstage.news/
https://mc4arts.com/events/
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REGIONAL-The value of humor in our lives 
is no laughing matter.  Once thought to be 
the purview of humans only, recent re-
search has shown that many animals dis-
play a sense of humor as well.  Chimps 
laugh frequently.  And not just primates, 
either. There is anecdotal evidence that 
dolphins find humans doing humorous 
things to be very funny and engaging. For 
a bit of supporting evidence, I viewed a 
video on YouTube with over three and half 
million views, in which a girl appears to 
make a dolphin giggle by doing repeated 
cartwheels and handstands in front of its 
tank at Sea World (https://youtu.be/
Bsp_JTtE3-w). 
 “I would define humour, as we know it, as 
seeing improbable connections in the up-
per mind,” says psychologist Jaak 
Panksepp. “That’s what a joke is all about. 
You’re not expecting it, and then all of a 
sudden … bang! It comes from the ability 
to put very strange, often illogical things 
together, triggering positive emotions.” 
While the sophistication of human humor 
requires the medium of language, 
Panksepp says he would not be surprised 
if positive emotions could be trigged in 
some animals by viewing slapstick events 
which they find startling or surprising.  He 
also found that rats love to be tickled, and 
emit hypersonic chirps during the process. 
Rodent laughter? After witnessing a par-
ticular comedian in my goat herd, I have 
no doubt that many animals have a sense 

of humor. 
 I once had a large wether on my farm on 
Log Hill that thought a particular kind of 
practical joke was hilarious, even if other 
members of the herd were not amused. I 
often had number 10 cans scattered about 
the pen.  They come in handy for all sorts 
of things, but I never envisioned one of 
their ultimate uses. This prankster would 
stick his head as far into an empty can as 
he could get it, and then run at the other 
goats, terrifying them with this bizarre 
vision of a Borg goat (Star Trek reference 
there).  And lest you think this was a ran-
dom behavior, I witnessed him don the 
can over and over and repeat the whole 
process.  Although I remain unconvinced 
that goats can vocalize the equivalent of 
human laughter, the glint in his eye and 
satisfaction on his face always elicited a 
laugh from me.  So in this researcher’s 
mind at least, humans and primates do 
not have a monopoly on humor.  
 The purpose of laughter itself appears to 
be a social bonding mechanism, and early 
hominids that could make those happy 
sounds likely benefitted from stronger 
bonds with other individuals within their 
group. Think of it this way. “Funny” pri-
mates or early hominids were those who 

could make sounds that said, “We’re safe 
and happy now: Everybody relax and pick 
some bugs off each other.” They could 
also identify those sounds when others in 
their social group made them, taking the 
context into account, and could respond 
appropriately. Individuals who accidentally 
learned to make their peers emit those 
sounds may have found that they got 
groomed more often. Conversely individu-
als lacking this emerging sense of humor 
might not have interpreted the signals 
accurately.  
 These dull and somber members might 
inappropriately lash out at others who 
were only trying to play…not a good strat-
egy for forging alliances or finding mates. 
Similarly, primates who mistook “danger” 
vocalizations for play vocalizations were 
the ones who let their guard down, 
showed up in the clearing with their 
Groucho Marx glasses and wax lips (a per-
sonal favorite of mine), and became snack 
food for a prowling saber-toothed tiger. 
What did the judge say when the skunk 

came into his courtroom?  

“Odor in the court!” 

 Among us evolved hominids, the ability to 
tell a joke is valued by both sexes, howev-
er, it is seen as most desirable in mate 

YOUR BRAIN ON NATURE - HUMOR 

Lauren Hall Ruddell, Ph.D.. Courtesy photo. 

Photo courtesy of Omar Lopez . 

Where did the goat go on vacation? The Baaaahamas!!! 
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selection that a man be able to tell a good 
joke, and a  woman be capable of appreci-
ating and laughing out loud at said joke. 
Psychologists have noted a correlation 
between sense of humor and intelligence 
since the 1960s. If humor indicates that a 
particularly funny male is smarter than the 
average bear, a female might reasonably 
conclude that the male might be a superi-
or leader, hunter, strategists and all 
around superior provider, thus helping the 
ensure the survival of progeny.  But the 
female would need to be discriminating, 
since not all humor and laughs derive 
from one simple cause or stimuli.  
 There are two types of humor origins the-
ories that are relevant to folks spending 
time in nature and finding something fun-
ny to laugh at. 
 One is superiority theory, which focuses 
on interpersonal motivational mecha-
nisms, with humor resulting as a function 
of self-esteem enhancement. This humor 
results from feelings of triumph over the 
errors or misfortune of others, which pro-
motes self-enhancement and feelings of 
superiority. Finding humor in animal fails, 
something that really, really turns me off 
in a potential friend, is one such response 
to perceived ‘one up’ situations. While 
this may have some beneficial purpose for 
wellness, myself and researchers in posi-
tive psychology believe that it is inferior to 
a different type of humor origin. Self-
deprecating and negative based forms of 
humor have even been found to reduce 
positive affect and release a cascade of 
undesirable chemicals into the body.  So 
stop it, you folks that tend to do that, for 
your sake and ours.  
 A much more healthful origin is described 
by incongruity theory, which focuses on 
the cognitive mechanisms of perception 
and interpretation, posits that it is the 
perceptions of incongruity that explain 
humor (Martin & Ford, 2018). In other 
words, laughter is a function of antici-
pating a different outcome than what was 
expected. Surprise!! Incongruity is be-

lieved to be the most influential humor 
theory, with some proposing that it com-
prises the basis of all sincere and harmless 
humor. Like the laughing dolphin in the 
link above, this sort of laughter occurs in 
response to unexpected punchlines or 
actions that go against usual patterns and 
expectations.  
 Polish jokes, blond jokes and the like are 
based in superiority origins, while the dol-
phin delighted by the unexpected antics of 
the cartwheeling tourist was immersed in 
incongruity perception.  Silly puns, plays 
on words, a long joke or fable based on a 
illogical outcome in the punchline (didn’t 
see that coming, did ya, etc) all qualify as 
incongruency appreciation. A certain 
charming silliness can also elicit a smile, 
chuckle, or a laugh.  When I watch two 
tree squirrels chasing each other around 
and around, up and down, the same tree 
for 10 minutes, the growing sense of the 
ridiculous can get a stifled guffaw from me 
every time.  
What do you call an alligator with a spy 

glass? An investigator! 

Humor based in the appropriate origin 

framework can be extremely beneficial for 
the brain.  It has already been established 
in previous articles that nature is good for 
the brain. So even though there is virtually 
no research that has specifically examined 
the relationship between time outdoors 
and the experience of humor, it is not an 
unreasonable hypothesis to think that the 
effects might be somewhat additive. For-
tunately, there is evidence that green ex-
ercise reduces anxiety, but humorous 
scenes that result in laugh out loud re-
sponses reduce anxiety even more!  
 Laughter is also good for one’s memory, 
just as is time in nature. For instance, a 
2014 study demonstrated delayed recall 
proficiency doubled in the humor vs. con-
trol groups. This is an especially important 
news flash for senior citizens. 
 To conclude, although I am disheartened 
by the lack of research, I choose to believe 
that fun in nature, either with clever 
friends or hilarious animals, is good for 
almost anything that ails you. 
 Questions or comments? That plus animal 
jokes humourously accepted at 
agescapesnow@gmail.com. 

The earth laughs in flowers. Ralph Waldo Emerson. Photo courtesy of Antonino Visalli. 

YOUR BRAIN ON NATURE - HUMOR From previous pg 
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 A CLEAR, SEEING PLACE 

By Kathryn R. Burke 
MONTROSE-It’s a beautiful fall day. We 
are sitting outside at the Light House Eat-
ery in Montrose, one of my favorite places 
to conduct interviews. I am visiting with 
three artists who will, collectively, head-
line the November show at Montrose Cen-
ter for the Arts .A Clear Way of See-
ing: Julia Reid, Jenny McIntyre, and Cristin 
Johnson. 
 Three talented, creative women with 
three different artistic perspectives, meth-
ods, and backgrounds. Yet, they share 
common threads in their work: a love of 
art and nature as well as recognition of 
the many profound changes over the past 
year. 
 Their lives and artistry overlap and inter-
twine as they live and make art in Western 
Colorado. “We have a strong connection,” 
Julia said. “We share a holistic approach to 
art and to wellness,” Jenny added. “And 
for all of us, for each of us, making art is 
also a spiritual experience,” said Cristin. 
“It’s a process, but it’s also more than 
that, we ‘feel’ our art, immerse ourselves 
in the work as we are creating it.” 
 Art-making is also physical, Jenny remind-

ed us. “We live in a beautiful ar-
ea.” (Evidenced by our lovely setting with 
leaves turning crimson and gold.) “A place 
where you just need to be outside, making 
art in nature.” For these artists, nature is 
both inspiration and plein air studio. 
 Working in it also means staying fit. If 
you’re hiking above Ouray (for some plein 
air painting), all the trails go up! Which can 
be hard on the body. Cristin, a graduate of 
Outward Bound and a certified fitness 
instructor, recently had both knees re-
placed. Now feeling great, she’s been 
hitting those high trails ever since. Jenny 
(and her husband) are personal trainers. 
Staying fit is also her livelihood. Julia is 
waiting for knee surgery and hopes to be 
back on the plein air trail soon. 
 Making art from A Clear Seeing Place is 
the title of their show, which is based on a 
book of the same name by Brian Ruten-
berg that Julia shared at our meeting. She 
interpreted the author’s message to 
mean: “Lock your door and make your 
own clear seeing place.” 
 “We all experienced this during our time 
through Covid,” Julia said. “This forced us 
to go within and focus in new ways. …My 

father once told me, ‘You can’t know 
someone until you’ve seen the world 
through their eyes.’” 
 Julia, Cristin, and Jenny invite you to see 
the world through their eyes in this beau-
tiful show that showcases their art and 
their world view. 
 Julia: I’ve explored the creative process 
throughout my life. I love that I’ve been 
introduced to new ways of playing, freeing 
up the creative within me, techniques I 
learned from artists working in cold wax/
oil and mixed media/acrylic. Abstracting 
the visible world, through utilizing and 
exploring these mediums, which I use to-
day, I hope to create the depth, transpar-
ency, texture and vibrancy. I am inspired 
by e.b. white, who said, ‘Always be on the 
lookout for the presence of won-
der.’” [Julia’s story.] 
 Cristin: A lot of my inspiration right now is 
a response to the call of especially power-
ful times and events during 2020-2021. 
Following our solar system’s annual natu-
ral cycles. I work outside, in my outdoor 
studio and en Plein Air, on mountain trails 
and in the water from our boat. I col-
lect natural elements and integrate them 

https://mc4arts.com/2021/10/31/11-21-julia-reid/
https://mc4arts.com/2021/10/31/11-21-jenny-mcintyre/
https://mc4arts.com/2021/10/31/11-21-cristin-johnson/
https://mc4arts.com/2021/10/31/11-21-cristin-johnson/
https://mc4arts.com/2021/10/31/11-21-julia-reid/
https://mc4arts.com/2021/10/27/11-21-clear-way-seeing/
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into a landscape composition by applying 
them directly on the canvas. This allows 
me to connect with, and interpret the 
mountain range landscape, and in light 
and gratitude, transfer this to the painting. 
The pieces in this show were completed 
following the Super Moon Cycles in 
March, April, May, and June. 
[Cristin’story.] 
 Jenny: I’ve been painting for 20 years, 

working only in oils. My artistic perspec-
tive evolved from living in and exploring 
Colorado all of my life.  
 (Jenny is an avid outdoorswoman, observ-
ing and drawing inspiration from the natu-
ral beauty of the landscapes around her.) 
As my style has matured, my perspective 
has become more abstract than repre-
sentative.  
 For me, it’s all about trying to capture the 

essence of place through form and color. 
[Jenny’s story.] 
 In A Clear Seeing Place, Brian Rutenberg 
wrote: “How do you see the world? Let us 
stare through your eyes.” 
 In this show, the artists invite you to 
share their clear seeing place as they in-
terpret the natural world around them…
and open a fascinating window on a new 
way for you to view your world, too. 

 A CLEAR, SEEING PLACE From previous pg 

https://mc4arts.com/2021/10/31/11-21-cristin-johnson/
https://mc4arts.com/2021/10/31/11-21-jenny-mcintyre/
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SAVE THE DATE! LOCAL EVENTS CALENDAR 

ONGOING- 
FREETHINKERS meet 1st Sunday of the month at 1pm. more info at 970-708-8333.  
NEWCOMERS AND NEIGHBORS welcomes adults who are new to Montrose or have been here awhile, who would enjoy learning 
more about the area and participate in social activities. 2021-22 meeting info. We will hold our first monthly meeting on Wednes-
day September 8 in our new location. All other meetings will be on the 1st Wednesday of each month (October, November, and 
January – May). 10am-11:30am in the downstairs meeting hall of Cedar Creek Church, 222 S. Townsend and S. 3rd. enter through 
the side door on S. 3rd St. Hope to meet you there! Contact Patti 951-544-6289 if you have questions. 
THE MONTROSE GENEALOGY CENTER at 700 E. Main St. is now open Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, 1-4 p.m.  or call for an 
appointment:  970-240-1755. Free help and resources for your family history research.” 
(The center is sponsored by the non-profit organization, Fore-Kin Trails Genealogical Society.) 
NAMI FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP will be held the 3rd Wednesday of each month at the PIC Place 5:30-7pm. Please call Kathy at 520
-282-9060 for more information. 
MONTROSE FARMERS’ MARKET -Saturdays from 9 am-1 pm.. Location: Montrose Centennial Plaza . 81401 Cost: Free to attend.  
COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY-Registration now open for Sept 2021 - Apr 2022 COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY, an international nonde-
nominational Bible study. Studying Revelation Sep 2021-Jan 2022 and Christian Living (1,2,3 John, Jude & Philemon) Feb-Apr 2022. 
In person for women and children of all ages on Wednesday mornings 9-11. Virtual/Zoom for women Thursday evenings 6-7:15. 
Contact 720-635-0091 to register of for more information. Or come to our first meeting Wed., Sep. 8, at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 1840 E. Niagara St., Montrose, at 9AM. 
MONTROSE ALTRUSA-1st Tuesday of the month Program meeting; 2nd Tuesday of the month committee meeting; 3rd Tuesday of 
the month Business meeting. Meetings are held at the Hampton Inn conference room at Noon. 
MONTHLY 
All Month. Montrose Center for the Arts. Montrose Visual Arts Guild, main gallery. Dave Kaufmann, wood-turning, Columbine 
room. Details here.  
Nov. 2-Wild Edible and Medicinal Plants for Our Times-Colorado Mesa University Montrose Campus, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021 at 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Cascade Hall, S. 3rd St. and Cascade Ave. Free and open to the public. Celebrate the local wild edible and medicinal plants 
as a resource for these changing times with Colorado wild plant authority Katrina Blair.  
Nov. 3-Montrose County Historical Society presents Joel Evans presenting a slide show about exploring, camping and fishing 
the Black Canyon of the Gunnison  7 pm. Wednesday, Nov, 3, 2021, at Friendship Hall, Pioneer Room.  Admission is free, the public 
is invited.  Light refreshments may be available. 
Nov. 5-6-Annual Holiday Crafts and Bazaar, Friendship Hall, 1001 North Second Street. Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 3pm. 
Nov. 6-Columbine Quilters-Welcome Home Alliance Warrior Resource Center,  4 Hillcrest Plaza Way  Montrose. 9 am Fellowship 
9:30am Business Meeting 10:30am  Show-and-tell, Refreshments and Program.   Visitors are always welcome. For more infor-
mation: Paula-paulalakecity@gmail.com 
Nov. 8-6:30 Montrose Library meeting rm.Citizensclimatelobby.org meets. Short Showing of Green Matters. Non Partisan, national, 
nonprofit environmental organization-All welcome 970-765-9095 
Nov. 11-Veterans Day Breakfast, Montrose Elks Lodge (801 South Hillcrest) from 9 to 11 am. All veterans are welcome. Free winter 
coats, blankets, mufflers, gloves and socks. 
Nov. 20-San Juan Weavers Guild 43rd Annual Show and Sale is scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 20, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Ute Indian 
Museum, 17253 Chipeta Rd  
Nov. 25-Montrose Community Dinner 27th Annual Friends Community Dinner, Friendship Hall. To Go and delivery only. For more 
information, to volunteer, or to sign up- www.montrosecommunitydinners.com or call 970-318-6724. 
Nov. 26-27-Basement Boutique Craft Show and Sale at the Montrose Pavilion. Central checkout for shopping convenience. Canned 
goods appreciated to support Sharing Ministries. Hours are Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 4pm. 

https://mc4arts.com/events/
mailto:paulalakecity@gmail.com
http://rm.Citizensclimatelobby.org
http://www.montrosecommunitydinners.com
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Trick or treaters on Main Street Saturday. Photo B. Switzer. 

A shopper looks at pumpkins at the Mattics Produce stand last 
week. 
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