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DIRECTOR JOCK FLEMING BREAKS WITH DMEA BOARD  

ON PURSUIT OF PPP FUNDS FOR COOPERATIVE 
By Gail Marvel 
REGIONAL-The monthly 
Delta Montrose Electric 
Association (DMEA) 
Board of Directors 
meeting, which was a 
Zoom webinar, was 
held at 3 p.m. on April 
28.  
  Practicing social dis-
tancing, the board and 
staff participated from 
their homes. During 
introductions and 
Member Comment 
segments, members 
are afforded an oppor-
tunity to speak; howev-
er, during the meeting itself the microphones of those who are not on the board or on staff are muted.  
  In general conversation prior to the meeting, Chief Operations Officer (COO) Virginia Harman spoke 
about the upcoming board election. “As of today, there is one [candidate] for each 
district.” Continued pg 31 

The public parking lot at Delta Montrose Electric Association (DMEA) remains empty as 

customers continue to obey stay-at-home guidelines. Customer Service Representatives 

(CSR) work from home, but are available by telephone to answer questions.  

Photo by Gail Marvel 

REOPENING JUST IN TIME FOR SOME, TOO LATE FOR OTHERS  

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-On April 28, a news release from the 
Colorado Secretary of State’s office stated what 
appears to be obvious; “…the rapid onset of COVID
-19 impacted every facet of Colorado’s economy.” 
 Here in Montrose, the impacts are visible on Main 
Street. Even the strongest retailers have suffered 
major losses, and for some, the timing could not 
have been worse.  
 Debbie Blanchard of D’Medici Footwear (316 East 
Main Street) and Colorado-ology (328 East Main 
Street) said that her normally strong sales plum-
meted as soon as masks were announced. “Even a 
week before we were told to close, there was no 
business,” she said. The closures have been espe-
cially hard on Colorado-ology, which is meant for 

Continued pg 36  

It was back to business May 1 at Kimberly McGehee’s 
SheShe Boutique (340 East Main Street), with masks 
lending an air of mystery. Photo by Paul Arbogast. 

https://www.facebook.com/MontroseMirror
http://www.montrosemirror.com
http://www.voahealthservices.org/
http://www.montrosecounty.net
http://www.montrosehospital.com
http://www.scottsprinting.com/
http://www.scottsprinting.com
https://www.tristategt.org/
http://montrosecolorado.com/
http://montrosecolorado.com/
https://www.cityofmontrose.org/508/Office-of-Business-and-Tourism
https://www.alpinebank.com/
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MIRROR IMAGES...A MINUTE AFTER MIDNIGHT 

When he scheduled a haircut one minute after midnight on May 1 at Tim’s Barber Shop on 
West Main, Montrose Developer Matt Miles invited others to come along, including the 
sculpture he commissioned in 2012, the Montrose Mouse. Pictured in the barber’s chair  is 
Larry Bovard. Photos by Paul Arbogast. 

Photos by Paul Arbogast 

GETTING A HAIRCUT, CELEBRATING CIVIL LIBERTY 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

MAY 4 NOMINATION DEADLINE FOR 2020 DMEA BOARD ELECTIONS 

Special to the Mirror 
REGIONAL— Due to the State of Colora-
do’s recent Stay-at-Home order, as well 
as Delta-Montrose Electric Association’s 
current pandemic response, the co-op’s 
nomination process for the 2020 Board of 
Directors Election is taking place electroni-
cally.  
 This year, District 6, District 7, and 
the North Region board seats are up for 
election. Eligible members who live in 
these districts may run for the DMEA 
Board of Directors. Unlike previous years, 
members cannot pick up a physical nomi-
nation packet at their local DMEA office. 
All nominations must be submitted online. 
Members interested in running for an 

open board seat should vis-
it www.dmea.com/
selfnomination starting April 3, 2020, to 
begin the process. Members can confirm 
in which district they live by calling 877-
687-3632. 
Key Dates: 
Friday, April 3, 2020: Self-nomination 
packets become available online 
at www.dmea.com/selfnomination. 
 Monday, May 4, 2020: Deadline to re-
turn and/or complete all steps of the self
-nomination process. 
 Monday, May 25, 2020: Ballots, along 
with the candidate backgrounds, will be 
mailed to DMEA members. 
 Thursday, June 18, 2020: The DMEA An-

nual Meeting: Due to the current threat of 
COVID-19, details for this event are not 
yet available.  
 All members are encouraged to vote by 
mail in the event the Annual Meeting 
must take place virtually. The results of 
the 2020 election will be announced at 
the conclusion of the meeting.  
 This move to an online nomination pro-
cess follows DMEA’s previous pandemic 
response efforts, which include but are 
not limited to:  
Virtual board meetings until further notice 
Suspension of service disconnects for non-
payment until further notice 
Offices closed to the public, with employ-
ees telecommuting until further notice 

mailto:linda@llindacharlick.com
https://covid19.colorado.gov/
https://covid19.colorado.gov/
https://www.dmea.com/
https://www.dmea.com/
https://www.dmea.com/sites/dmea/files/documents/DMEA_District6.pdf
https://www.dmea.com/sites/dmea/files/documents/DMEA_District7.pdf
https://www.dmea.com/sites/dmea/files/documents/DMEA_District8.pdf
http://www.dmea.com/selfnomination
http://www.dmea.com/selfnomination
http://www.dmea.com/selfnomination
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MIRROR CLASSIFIEDS: FOR ADOPTION TO LOVING HOME 

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Hello there!  
My name is Fiona. I am a 3-year old-gal and proud to be a long hair tortoiseshell. I 
am sweet and love people. I was raised with three dogs, but I don't interact with 
other cats. I don't get into conflicts. I am just not interested. I love , love, love to be 
brushed, I have been spayed, vaccinated and micro-chipped. For more information 
about, you know, me, please call Pat at Katmandu Fostering  (970)527-3424 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE– Effective Monday, May 4, Montrose Memorial Hospital (MMH) will return outpatient lab procedures to MMH Main 
Campus to better serve patients. 
 The hospital is continuing extra precautions for patient and visitor safety, including limiting visitors and requiring each person to 
wear a mask upon entry. 
Outpatient lab procedures have traditionally been performed on-site at MMH - however with the emergence of COVID-19 in Mont-
rose county, MMH temporarily moved these services offsite out of an abundance of caution. 
 If your doctor instructs you to receive your labs from Montrose Memorial Hospital, please visit Montrose Memorial Hospital at 
800 S. 3rd St. Examples of outpatient lab procedures include weekly “INR” draws for patients on blood thinners, thyroid tests, Com-
plete Blood Count tests, and other blood tests ordered by your provider. 

MMH OUTPATIENT LAB PROCEDURES RETURNING TO MMH MAIN CAMPUS 

http://www.windowwalsher.com/
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 MONTROSE CITY COUNCIL TO  CONSIDER COVID-19  
UPDATE, PAVEMENT & CRACK SEALING CONTRACT AWARDS 

Mirror staff report 
MONTROSE-On Monday, May 4 Montrose 

City Council will host a virtual work session 
at 10 a.m. On Tuesday May 5, Council will 
hold a virtual regular meeting at 6 p.m. 
WORK SESSION 
Four new employees will be introduced to 
Council. Joining City staff are Parks and 
Recreation Superintendent Jackie Bubenik; 
Assistant City Attorney Matthew Magliaro; 
Competitive Sports Program Coordinator 
Public Safety Chris Iversen; and G.I.S. Sys-
tems Analyst Zachary Musick. 
 Discussion items will include: 
An Update and the potential public health 
future for the ongoing COVID-19 Pandem-
ic in Montrose County; a contract award 
recommendation for pavement marking; a 
contract award recommendation for crack 
sealing; and budget meeting dates for 

2021.  
 Items scheduled for future City Council 
meetings and work sessions include: 
-The Montrose Dermatology Business Ex-
pansion Project 
-DMEA Update to City Council 
-Bureau of Land Management Update to 
City Council 
-Youth Council Manual Update 
REGULAR MEETING 
Council will consider approving Ordinance 
2501 on Second Reading, for the annexa-
tion of the 4152 North Townsend Addi-
tion; and Ordinance 2502 on Second read-
ing providing for the zoning of the 4152 N. 
Townsend Addition as a B-3 General Com-
mercial District. Following staff reports, 
Council will adjourn. 

On May 4 Montrose City Council will host a 
virtual work session at 10 a.m. On May 5, 
Council will hold a virtual regular meeting at 
6 p.m. 

mailto:paul@intermountainfunding.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/82328435833
https://zoom.us/s/91954804712
https://us02web.zoom.us/s/82328435833
https://zoom.us/s/91954804712
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By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-With 11 COVID-19-related 
deaths recorded in Montrose County to 
date, these are serious times, as Montrose 
Mayor Barbara Bynum recently said. Still, 
the reopening of Colorado has begun, with 
the implementation of Governor Jared 
Polis’ Safer at Home order.  
 Recent weeks have brought signs of hope 
along with the spring weather.  On May 1, 
retailers and personal services were once 
again allowed to open, with adherence to 
best practices, and on May 4 non-critical 
offices were allowed to re-open with ad-
herence to best practices and lower densi-
ty. Montrose County has opened public 
portions of county buildings, subject to 
ongoing guidance and limitations as deter-
mined by the Montrose County Public 
Health Director.   
 On May 11, the City of Montrose will reo-
pen the Municipal Animal Shelter 
(970.240.1487) by appointment only, 
though all transactions will still take place 
outside. 
 Still, many establishments remain closed, 
including gyms, theaters, and the seating 
areas of brick and mortar food and bever-
age establishments.  
 Citizens are still urged to follow best prac-
tices themselves, including wearing masks 
in public settings, remaining at home if 
you are at-risk, and limiting public gather-
ings to ten or fewer. 
 For some of those critical workers who 
have continue to serve the public through-
out the pandemic, relief has not yet set in. 
Montrose Police Chief Blaine Hall said last 
week that the Montrose Police Depart-

ment has established protocols intended 
to protect officers as well as the public. All 
but patrol staff have been working from 
home, and those who have remained on-
site have worn masks and established dis-
tance between themselves. Commanders 
have alternated working from home to 
ensure continuity of command, Hall said. 
And calls are handled without public con-
tact whenever possible. 
 “This has changed the way we look at 
certain things—we’re getting used to hav-
ing these in-camera meetings, where we 
used to huddle around a conference ta-
ble,” he said. “We’re using video even 
though just a wall separates us.” 

 Though some restrictions have been lift-
ed, citizens are urged to remain aware of 
COVID-19 and continue to take common 
sense precautions, like handwashing. 
  “We live in a society where we absolutely 
have freedoms that we need to protect,” 
Hall said. “But this is a virus…that is very 
different from the flu and seasonal respir-
atory illnesses we are used to.” 
 The rate of infection in Montrose County 
has outstripped even Mesa County, which 
is much larger. “It’s been a challenge,” Hall 
said. “I want people to see that we take it 
seriously. I am impressed with City Council
-that there’s a plan, and that we’re going 
to take it slow.” 

AS MONTROSE RE-OPENS, CITIZENS URGED TO  STAY AWARE, PROTECT SELVES & OTHERS 

Warm weather and spring blossoms have 
arrived, above, but citizens are still urged to 
protect themselves and those around them 
from COVID-19.Photo by B. Switzer 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l13eSver8iS1fE149gmKHCLoHPgutNvO/view
https://covid19.colorado.gov/covid-19-data
http://www.magiccircleplayers.com/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

2020 SMPA BOARD CANDIDATES ANNOUNCED- 
SMPA ANNUAL MEETING CANCELLED 

Special to the Mirror 
RIDGWAY-At the April 28th San Miguel Power Association (SMPA) Board Meeting, the candidates for the upcoming SMPA board 
election were announced.  In district #1, which includes Parts of Montrose, San Miguel, Ouray and Dolores counties including Basin, 
Bedrock, Naturita, Nucla, Paradox, Redvale, and Slick Rock, candidate and sitting board member, Doylene Garvey will be running 
unopposed and will be deemed re-elected per SMPA bylaws. 
  In District #4, which includes Parts of Montrose, Ouray and San Miguel Counties including Colona and a portions of Log Hill Village 
and Telluride, candidate Tobin Brown is also running unopposed and will be deemed elected per SMPA bylaws.  
  Anyone who purchases power from SMPA and resides within the SMPA service territory is a member.  SMPA Board Directors are 
members who are nominated by the membership of their Board District.    Because neither of this year’s elections are contested, 
no ballots will be mailed to members this year. 
  Board election results are usually announced at the Annual Meeting of members.  However, due to restrictions associated with 
the worldwide COVID-19 outbreak, the SMPA Annual Meeting has been cancelled.  An Annual Report containing financial and oper-
ational updates will be published in June for interested members. 
  To learn more, please visit www.smpa.com or call (970) 626-5549. 

http://www.westernrange.com/
http://www.smpa.com
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REGIONAL 

NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE- Montrose County School 
District RE-1J will celebrate the Class of 
2020 with vehicular procession drive-
through commencement events on Sun-
day, May 17 (Noon at Olathe High School 
and 2 PM at Montrose High School) in 
lieu of previously planned August cere-
monies.  
 The School District is working with public 
health and law enforcement to ensure 
the health and safety of all participants. 
Principals will be providing more event 
details soon. Congratulations to our grad-
uating seniors. 

RE-1J TO CELEBRATE THE 
CLASS OF 2020 WITH 

DRIVE-THROUGH  
COMMENCEMENT EVENTS 

http://wingedpublications.com/authors/gail-marvel/
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Special to the Mirror 
DENVER – A valid hunting or fishing li-
cense will be required for everyone 18 or 
older attempting to access any State Wild-
life Area or State Trust Land leased by 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, beginning 
July 1. 
 The rule change was adopted unanimous-
ly April 30 by the Colorado Parks and Wild-
life Commission. 
 “By policy, state wildlife areas are ac-
quired with hunter and angler dollars, and 

are intended specifically to provide wild-
life habitat and wildlife-related recrea-
tion,” Southeast Regional Manager Brett 
Ackerman told the commission at its 
meeting. “This rule is aimed at curtailing 
non-wildlife-related use of these proper-
ties.  
 At the meeting, Ackerman presented ex-
amples from across the state of the in-
creasing use of state wildlife areas incon-
sistent with their purpose, including set up 
of temporary residences, vehicular use on 
big game winter range, vandalism, and 
other uses detrimental to wildlife and 
wildlife-related uses. 
 “There’s certainly an impact on staff and 
resources, potential public health impact, 
degradation of habitat and displacement 
of wildlife,” Ackerman told commission-
ers. “There is a pattern of non-wildlife 
related issues we’re seeing out there.” 
 Beginning on July 1, 2020, anyone enter-
ing a state wildlife area or state trust land 
leased by CPW must hold either a valid 
hunting or fishing license in Colorado. 
 Ackerman emphasized that, “As with all 
new regulations, especially one as far 
reaching as this, our policy is to first edu-
cate. Especially when talking to constitu-
ent users of state wildlife areas, we want 
to help people understand why we’re tak-
ing this action. We’re not seeking to catch 
people off guard and write them tickets. 
We want to curtail non-wildlife use of 
these properties and return them to their 
original intended purpose.”  

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

CPW COMMISSION REQUIRES A VALID HUNTING OR FISHING LICENSE TO  
ACCESS ALL STATE WILDLIFE AREAS AND CPW-LEASED STATE TRUST LANDS 
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
DENVER - May is Mental Health Aware-
ness Month and the Colorado Division of 
Insurance (DOI), part of the Department 
of Regulatory Agencies (DORA), is kicking 
off a month-long campaign to edu-
cate  people about mental and behavioral 
health parity.  
In conjunction with this campaign, the DOI 
is highlighting its new online resource, 
“Mental / Behavioral Health and Insur-
ance.” This site is a resource for Colora-
dans who run into health insurance road-
blocks in accessing mental / behavioral 
health services or having those services 
limited in some way by their insurance 
companies.  
Mental Health Parity 
The “Mental / Behavioral Health and In-
surance” site is particularly focused on 
parity in mental / behavioral health ser-
vices. What does parity mean? Federal 
and Colorado State parity laws prohibit 
health insurance plans from being more 
restrictive in providing mental health, be-
havioral health, and substance use disor-
der benefits than they would be for medi-
cal and surgical benefits.  
 Parity is about equal and fair treatment 
for people who need mental and behav-
ioral health care. 
The site has six sections to help consum-
ers understand their rights under health 
insurance parity laws, know when those 
rights may have been violated and where 
to turn for help and assistance when that 
happens.  
-What is Mental Health Parity? 
-Is your health insurance required to pro-
vide Mental Health Parity? 
-How is Mental Health Parity enforced? 
-Red Flags for Potential Parity Violations 
-Have you been unfairly denied mental / 
behavioral health benefits? 
-Additional Resources 
Mental Health Awareness Month 
Throughout May, the Division will focus 
on specific aspects of the intersection of 
mental / behavioral health and insurance 
in its messaging through DORA’s Facebook 

and Twitter accounts. We will also high-
light various Colorado partners and re-
sources working on improving access to 
mental / behavioral health. Please share, 
comment or ask questions as those mes-
sages appear throughout the month. 
Week of May 4 - Telehealth and Mental / 
Behavioral Health 
Week of May 11- Is your insurance re-
quired to provide mental health parity? / 
How is mental health parity enforced? 
Week of May 18 - Red flags for parity vio-
lations / Have you been unfairly denied 
mental / behavioral health benefits? 
Week of May 25 - Additional Resources 

Added Commissioner Conway, “Through 
our new website, this campaign and our 
work with partners, we want people to 
develop a better understanding of how 
mental and behavioral health services 
should be treated by their health insur-
ance under Colorado and Federal law.”  
 Contact the Colorado Division of Insur-
ance if you have questions about your 
health insurance, its mental / behavioral 
health care coverage or you want to file a 
complaint - 303-894-7490 / 800-930-
3745 / DORA_Insurance@state.co.us - or 
visit the “Ask a Question / File a Com-
plaint” page of the DOI’s website. 

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MDEuMjA5MjM4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb2xvcmFkby5nb3YvcGFjaWZpYy9kb3JhL21lbnRhbC1iZWhhdmlvcmFsLWhlYWx0aC1hbmQtaW5zdXJhbmNlP3V0bV9t
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MDEuMjA5MjM4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb2xvcmFkby5nb3YvcGFjaWZpYy9kb3JhL21lbnRhbC1iZWhhdmlvcmFsLWhlYWx0aC1hbmQtaW5zdXJhbmNlP3V0bV9t
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MDEuMjA5MjM4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb2xvcmFkby5nb3YvcGFjaWZpYy9kb3JhL21lbnRhbC1iZWhhdmlvcmFsLWhlYWx0aC1hbmQtaW5zdXJhbmNlP3V0bV9t
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MDEuMjA5MjM4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb2xvcmFkby5nb3YvcGFjaWZpYy9kb3JhL21lbnRhbC1iZWhhdmlvcmFsLWhlYWx0aC1hbmQtaW5zdXJhbmNlP3V0bV9t
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MDEuMjA5MjM4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vRG9yYS5Db2xvcmFkby5nb3Y_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MDEuMjA5MjM4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL0RPUkFDb2xvcmFkbz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.hFvSyq9lB
mailto:DORA_Insurance@state.co.us
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MDEuMjA5MjM4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb2xvcmFkby5nb3YvcGFjaWZpYy9kb3JhL2Fzay1xdWVzdGlvbi1tYWtlLWNvbXBsYWludC1kaXZpc2lvbi1pbnN1cmFu
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MDEuMjA5MjM4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb2xvcmFkby5nb3YvcGFjaWZpYy9kb3JhL2Fzay1xdWVzdGlvbi1tYWtlLWNvbXBsYWludC1kaXZpc2lvbi1pbnN1cmFu
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https://view.paradym.com/4238652/sk/300/prt/10004?viewerBounce=true&ref=paradym.com
https://view.paradym.com/4397783/sk/300/prt/10004?viewerBounce=true&ref=paradym.com
https://view.paradym.com/4238653/sk/300/prt/10004?viewerBounce=true&ref=paradym.com
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

SMALL PLANE CRASH REPORTED AT BLAKE FIELD IN DELTA 

Special to the Mirror 
DELTA-On Sunday, May 3, 2020 at approx-
imately 11:12 am, the Delta County Com-
munications Center received multiple re-
ports of a small plane that had crashed 
while trying to land at Delta’s Blake Field 
airport. Officers with the Delta Police De-
partment, Deputies with the Sheriff’s 
Office, the Delta Fire Department, Delta 
County Ambulance District and CareFlight 

of the Rockies all responded to the sce-
ne.  Upon arrival, first responders located 
the wreckage of a small, single occupant, 
possibly home-made plane off the east 
end of the runway, but still on the airport 
property.   
 Upon arrival, emergency crews confirmed 
that the sole occupant of the plane, the 
pilot, was deceased. The Delta County 
Coroner’s Office was notified and is notify-

ing next of kin.  
 Pending notification of next of kin, no 
additional details are available at this time 
about the pilot. The Sheriff’s Office has 
notified the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) of the crash and Investigators 
with the FAA/NTSB will be responding to 
the airport in Delta on Monday, May 4th 
to begin their investigation. No additional 
details are available at this time.  

https://www.voa4you.org/
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http://www.cityofmontrose.org/mural


The Montrose Mirror  |  May 4, 2020 Page 15 

 

Photojournalist Paul  
Arbogast visited 
(clockwise from left) Clas-
sics Barber Shop, the 
Lion’s Mane salon, and 
the Color Connection as 
local salons and barber 
shops were once again 
free to serve customers 
after the extended COVID
-19 business shutdown 
ordered by Colorado Gov-
ernor Jared Polis. 
Photos by Paul Arbogast. 

BACK TO WORK...MAY DAY IN MONTROSE 

https://www.montrosecountyjic.com/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

PLEASE ENJOY YOUR FOREST SERVICE ROADS WHILE  
ASSISTING US IN PROTECTING YOUR NATURAL RESOURCES 

Special to the Mirror 
DELTA-We ask visitors to please assist us in protecting natural resources. During this time of year, please stay off wet roads and 
respect road closures, which will decrease long-term and costly damages to the roadway.  
-The Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison (GMUG) National Forests are experiencing the transition from winter to spring. 
Snow is melting and the temperatures are comfortable for exploring Forest Service roads.  
-As the snow melts its runoff naturally chooses the path of least resistance, which is typically the ditch line on either side of Forest 
Service roads. When there is still snow in the ditches, the water tends to flow down the road instead. Forest Service roads are de-
signed to handle the additional moisture during this time, although the water saturating into the roadway causes soft roadbeds.  
-When vehicles drive on soft roadbeds, they cause rutting. The ruts allow water to flow freely down the roadway causing both seen 
and unseen damage to the road. 
-Protecting the road until it is dry enough to prevent damage is a primary reason for gate closures during April and May. During 
these closures we monitor the roadway regularly to ensure the gates are closed for the minimum amount of time needed. 
-Ongoing damage to roads can lead to a variety of negative outcomes including erosion, wildlife habitat damage and a loss of ac-
cess due to travel becoming too hazardous or rehabilitation closures.  
-For information on current conditions and road closures visit the GMUG National Forests’ website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/
main/gmug/home or call your local Forest Service office. 

http://www.scottsprinting.com/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/gmug/home
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/gmug/home
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

RISKS OF COVVAX VACCINE DEVELOPMENT SITE FAR OUTWEIGH ANY BENEFITS 

Dear Montrose City  
Council and City Manager, 
I am writing to express my deep concern 
regarding the discussion of a vaccine de-
velopment site in our town. My husband 
and I moved to Montrose 4 ½ years ago 
and have found it to be a safe a beautiful 
place to live. In fact, my parents followed 
and bought the house next door. My mom 
has dementia and we loved that she was 
able to go to Senior Daybreak program. 
Sadly, due to the insane response that our 
country and most of the world, except 
Sweden, had to this virus, that program 
will not reopen even after the restrictions 
are relaxed. Sadly, this town may never 
fully recover from recent events. And 
much to my dismay there is now discus-
sion of allowing a vaccine development 
site to be housed 5 minutes from my 
home. I sent this letter to the County 
Commissioners yesterday, and was redi-
rected to this group. Since there is the 
Montrose Regional Council of Govern-
ments, it seems like my concerns could 
have been brought from those who repre-
sent me in the county, to you, who I do 
not get to vote for in the City, but to cover 
my bases, I’m reaching out to you as well. 
Boundary lines are interesting things. I live 
off of Marine road, and the neighbors who 
live on the other side of Marine live in the 
city, but across the street I live in the 
county. Regardless, this proposed facility 
is 5 minutes from my piece of Western 
Slope heaven.  
 Regarding this proposed facility the big-
gest obvious concern is how might a bio-
sample of a virus escape into our town 
one day in the future?  Mr. Reese declares 
there will be no live viruses now, but that 
does not mean there will not be in the 
future when you are no longer in your 
current positions. There will be no guaran-
tee that this statement will remain true 
for the future citizens of Montrose. Reese 
is concerned that, "The resulting logistical 
hurdle is having to truck cargo from plane 
to facility instead of being able to unload 
it directly at the facility, which would save 
critical time as well as reduce handling of 

sensitive materials." Any serious consider-
ation of this risky proposal must include a 
definition of “sensitive materials”.  
Mr. Reese declared that their company is 
affiliated with Chinese entities. How many 
people will be flying to and from China to 
our beautiful town? Many of us do not 
trust China, nor its current leader. The 
practices of Chinese companies are lacking 
both environmentally and ethically, and 
Mr. Reese's affiliation with Chinese com-
panies is very, very concerning. Seeing as 
the current pandemic was fueled by inter-
national travelers, do we want Montrose 
to be the doorway for future viruses to 
impact the entire globe? 
 For the citizens of Montrose, please con-
sider how vaccines are developed. How 
does COVVAX do research without having 
these pathogens present? Consider how 
they can grow this business one day -- 
expanding their services and research, and 
then at that time needing live virus and 
bacteria to be housed on site in the fu-
ture. Is this what you want for your chil-
dren and grandchildren? 
 What kind of chemicals will they be 
putting in our groundwater, air and wa-
ter? The air inversion of this valley hap-
pens often which means we will breathe 
any output from their lab. We already 
have enough to deal with regarding burn-
ing ditches and chemical spraying on 
crops. Our river has already had its own 
struggles from mining, etc. Due diligence 
on every aspect of the production needs 
to happen, and this takes time. The “rush” 
aspect of this proposal is very unsettling. 
Homeland Security seems to be required 
for this decision. Security is obviously re-
quired because there is a RISK. If there 
were no threat to our town, then Home-
land Security would not be advising this 
situation. If, as Arnold said, "There also 
needs to be a security plan approved by 
the Department of Homeland Securi-
ty,"....., please do NOT underestimate 
what can happen with this lab down the 
road. In other words, these things are 
dangerous. There is a reason that Home-
land Security has to be involved. There are 

reasons they want to limit the travel of 
the things they will be transporting. They 
are dangerous. In my opinion any poten-
tial benefits DO NOT outweigh these risks. 
Will this really increase jobs here? 
Doubtful. How many viral and bacterial 
scientists do we have sitting idly around in 
Montrose? More likely is this scenario: 
they will import outside scientists for most 
of these jobs and use a very small fraction 
of existing citizens for blue-collar labor. 
The suggestion that displaced Russel Stov-
er workers could transition to vaccine de-
velopment jobs seems very unlikely. We 
aren't fooled by this false narrative. This 
was the most obviously false and laugha-
ble potential benefit stated. I would like 
you to hold an open meeting for the citi-
zenry to see who has interest in working 
in a lab developing vaccines, with deadly, 
or as is yet to be determined, ”sensitive” 
materials.  
 Consider Mr. Reese's words, "However, 
“the big sticky wicket” is that the company 
is flying planes every day with equipment, 
staff, tests and serum, he said. The ideal 
situation would be the ability to unload 
the products directly at a facility, as op-
posed to landing the planes, unloading 
them, and trucking the products to a facili-
ty. There’s a very logistically intense un-
dertaking. It’s even more intense because 
we’re dealing with a pandemic,” Reese 
said." (Montrose Daily Press).  And where 
are these materials coming from? China? 
Will the proper Customs procedures be 
followed? Will this be a “Belgian choco-
late” facility, where vaccines actually from 
China will go through this facility to re-
ceive a “Made in the USA” label? This is 
the only way it seems this facility could be 
“developing” vaccines without live virus-
es.  
 How might the increased traffic and noise 
in the airport and on our already crum-
bling roads hurt our vacation income and 
those who have to navigate potholes daily 
simply by living here? Will people be will-
ing to come to a town where they experi-
ment on viruses and vaccines, especially 
knowing that viruses DO escape from 

Continued next pg 
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OPINION/EDITORIAL:LETTERS Continued 

RISKS OF COVVAX VACCINE DEVELOPMENT SITE FAR OUTWEIGH ANY BENEFITS 
From previous pg 

 labs. You should consider this paper. This 
might happen in the future. https://
armscontrolcenter.org/wp-content/
uploads/2016/02/Escaped-Viruses-final-2-
17-14-copy.pdf 
How will this company use the airport? 
How will normal flight patterns be affect-
ed? They have declared it will not affect 
normal travelers, but is that really the 
case? Will tourist really want to fly into a 
town that is housing a site with dangerous 
pathogens?  
 This is not good for Montrose.  
Whether we like it or not, viruses and bac-
teria are now being considered modern 
bio-weapons, especially by China. Do not 
believe this is not possible. Do we really 
want to participate in that kind of re-
search? Do we really want our town to be 

the center of that next event? Is the next 
step a higher military presence here? 
Ironically, I was catching up on my news 
intake last night and read, in the Montrose 
Mirror April 27th edition, about the 3rd 
facility to have a Covid outbreak, the Prai-
rie Dog Antlers facility. Our City Manager 
Bill Bell pushed for a zoning change that 
allowed for the factory to be located in a 
residential neighborhood, even though 
the minutes from the Nov. 5, 2012 
meeting reflect that the City’s Planning 
Commission recommended denial. Neigh-
bors objected to this, Planning Commis-
sion denied it, yet it went through. Bill Bell 
emphasized that this rezoning would not 
adversely affect the health, safety and 
welfare of the community. Aside from the 
fact that in 2018 a subsidiary was found to 

be dumping raw chicken parts in an 
Olathe neighborhood, now we have a 
Covid 19 outbreak at this facility. So, has 
the health, safety and welfare of the com-
munity been impacted by this allowance? 
Should the City Manager be making assur-
ances like this? Now this is small potatoes 
compared to what a vaccine development 
site could bring.  
 In these trying times, please do not sell 
out our town thinking that this will save 
us. Yes, Russel Stovers is leaving, but do 
not try to replace their revenue loss with 
this venture.  
 The risks far outweigh any benefits. 
Montrose has been a beautiful and safe 
place to live. Bringing this business here 
will change all of that. 
Andrea Vijverberg, Montrose 

http://montrosemirror.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/montrose-county-contact-info.pdf
https://armscontrolcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Escaped-Viruses-final-2-17-14-copy.pdf
https://armscontrolcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Escaped-Viruses-final-2-17-14-copy.pdf
https://armscontrolcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Escaped-Viruses-final-2-17-14-copy.pdf
https://armscontrolcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Escaped-Viruses-final-2-17-14-copy.pdf
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

COLORADO BIKE TO WORK DAY POSTPONED 

Special to the Mirror 
DENVER – Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Colorado Department of Transportation, in partnership with the Denver Regional 
Council of Governments, is rescheduling this year’s annual Bike to Work Day, from Wednesday, June 24 to Tuesday, Sept. 22.   
  “To maintain the health of riders and of our communities, we believe it’s best to delay Bike to Work day due to the current situa-
tion,” said CDOT’s Bicycle, Pedestrian, & Scenic Byways Section Manager Betsy Jacobsen.  “Although this event celebrates physical 
fitness, social distancing would be more challenging this year if we have additional people traveling in closer proximity to each oth-
er on our bike paths and local streets.”  
 June is designated as Bike Month in Colorado, with Bike to Work Day falling on the fourth Wednesday.  Thousands of individuals 
throughout Colorado use that day to show their support for the fun and ease of bicycle transportation by riding their bikes to and 
from work. 
 The date for this year’s Bike to Work Day in Colorado was selected to coincide with the same event held by the League of Ameri-
can Bicyclists.    

http://www.dineoutmontrose.com/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

COLORADANS URGED TO REDUCE WILDFIRE RISK 

Special to the Mirror 
DENVER – With fire seasons becoming 
longer, more intense and more damaging 
over the last few decades in Colorado, 
state and federal agencies that manage 
wildfires and forests are urging residents 
to join in efforts to reduce wildfire risk, 
while following stay-at-home and safer-at-
home directives. With about half of all 
Coloradans – about 3 million people – 
living in the wildland-urban interface 
(WUI), it’s important for people to take 
action to reduce the risk wildfire poses to 
their homes and create more fire-adapted 
communities. The Colorado Division of 

Fire Prevention and Control anticipates an 
average wildfire potential into mid-
summer, but that does not mean Colora-
dans should be lax in preparing for fires. 
During an average year, Colorado will see 
about 4,500 wildfires that burn around 
168,000 acres, including several large 
fires. With the coronavirus creating chal-
lenges for firefighters this year, including 
less flexibility and fewer resources, resi-
dents should do what they can now to 
ease the burden on first responders if a 
wildfire poses a threat to their communi-
ty. Wildfire knows no boundaries; it does 
not recognize jurisdictional responsibili-
ties. A single wildfire often crosses private, 
county, state, tribal and federal lands and 
threatens communities across all land-
scapes. “The number of people at risk of 
wildfires in Colorado continues to in-
crease,” said DFPC Director Mike Morgan. 
“Approximately 3 million people live in 
Colorado’s wildland-urban interface – 
compared to 2 million people just five 
years ago. We encourage landowners and 
communities to become aware of their 
level of risk and be a part of the solution.” 
 Homeowners living in the WUI can do a 

number of practical activities to protect 
their residence from fire while staying 
home and practicing social distancing. The 
Colorado State Forest Service recom-
mends the following wildfire preparation 
activities: Rake and remove pine needles 
and dry leaves 5 feet from the home, as 
well as under decks, porches, sheds and 
play structures. Remove leaves and nee-
dles from roofs and gutters. Sweep porch-
es and decks clear of any burnable plant 
material. Move firewood piles at least 30 
feet from the house, preferably uphill. 
Transfer items under decks or porches to 
a storage area. Cover any exposed eave or 
attic vents with 1/8-inch metal mesh 
screening. Ensure home address signs are 
clearly visible from the street. 
Contact your local Office of Emergency 
Management to register for emergency 
notifications and encourage your friends, 
family and neighbors to do the same. 
Confirm at least one alternate path out of 
your neighborhood other than the one 
most commonly used and be prepared for 
potential evacuation requiring the alterna-
tive route.  For more information visit 
csfs.colostate.edu/wildfire-mitigation. 

Spring Creek Fire. Courtesy photo. 

https://www.montrosecountyjic.com/
https://csfs.colostate.edu/wildfire-mitigation/
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

DELTA HOSPITAL TO RESUME SOME ELECTIVE SURGERIES APRIL 29 

Special to the Mirror 
DELTA-Delta County Memorial Hospital 
(DCMH) announced that starting April 29 
some elective surgeries will resume based 
on physician discretion for conditions that 
are non-life-threatening. There will be 
strict precautions to ensure the safety of 
patients and staff. DCMH has been and 
will continue to perform all urgent and 
emergent procedures while ensuring per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE) and 
other hospital resources are maintained in 
adequate supply to meet the critical care 
needs of the community.  
 “As a rural hospital, we were not mandat-
ed to postpone elective surgeries, howev-
er, Delta Hospital chose to delay non-
critical and non-emergency procedures to 
allow our medical system to prepare for 
new demands as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic and to conserve our 
PPE,” said Matthew Heyn, CEO for 

DCMH. “As we begin to reintegrate core 
health care services, all patients will be 
COVID-19 tested prior to having a proce-
dure performed.” 
DCMH recommends patients isolate for up 
to 10 days prior to elective surgeries and 
asks that patients wear a mask upon en-
tering the hospital. Protocols such as ver-
bal screenings for all persons prior to en-
tering the Hospital and Clinics will also 
remain in place as well as pre-operation 
testing on all patients and certain visitor 
restrictions with exceptions.  
 DCMH will continue to prioritize COVID-
19 testing resources toward hospitalized, 
critically-ill patients, healthcare personnel 
appropriate for testing and those on a 
case-by-case basis. Patients can be tested 
when recommend by their Primary Care 
Provider. COVID-19 tests are now being 
performed at DCMH primary care clinics.   
 “We are confident that these continued 

precautionary measures will keep our pa-
tients, staff and community safe as we 
move forward,” said Heyn. “As we move 
into the Safer-at-Home guidelines in re-
sponse to COVID-19 we want our commu-
nity to know that we have been and are 
prepared to continue adapting to the new 
phases of the pandemic.”  
 Per the CDC’s recommended precaution-
ary measures, DCMH still encourages resi-
dents to wash their hands with soap and 
water for at least 20 seconds, avoid close 
contact with people who are sick, avoid 
touching their eyes, nose and mouth, 
wear a mask and stay home if you can.  
“Our hospitals and clinics are still a safe 
and accessible place to receive 
healthcare,” said Heyn. “We want you to 
know that we are here for you. Our doc-
tors, nurses and clinic staff will continue to 
support you and to provide you with safe, 
accessible, high-quality care.” 

https://www.montrosecountyjic.com/
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Continued next pg 

DIRECTOR JOCK FLEMING BREAKS WITH DMEA BOARD  

ON PURSUIT OF PPP FUNDS FOR COOPERATIVE From pg 1 

  It was noted that board member Kyle 
Martinez would be in and out of the 
DMEA meeting as he was concurrently 
participating in a virtual meeting with a 
governor’s task force. 
  The call to order was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the opening meeting 
prayer and determination of a quorum.   
ACTION ITEM: Consent Agenda  
-Approval of Membership Report  
-Approval of Minutes from Regular March 
Board Meeting  
-Approval of Minutes from Special April 
Board Meeting  
Approved unanimously.  
Finance – Audit – Rate Committee – Brad 
Harding, Chair     
  Harding said, “We met April 6th and dis-
cussed the Audit Review, the management 
letter and the payment of the PPP loan 
(Payment Protection Plan). There is a good 
deal of doubt about how the program 
works. Was the co-op eligible? We’re still 
working on it, in general the group said 
no. Also, on COVID-19 there was good 
discussion on how we act. The meeting 
was an hour and 20-minutes.” 
  Harding continued, “In the Management 
Letter there were three-pages showing we 
are performing well. There were five small 
recommendations in the letter. It was 
straight forward. There was not a problem 
with the audit recommendation from FAR 
[Federal Energy Regulatory Commission] 
to the broad group.” The audit review was 
accepted unanimously.   
Action Item: 
  Normally the board does not take action 
on Form 7 (annual deliverables). Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) Jasen Bronec said, 
“This is a good representation on how we 
track with our budget and the function of 
our subsidiaries. It’s good for the board to 
see, and see if they have any questions.” 
Harding said, “From a banker’s perspec-
tive I think we are performing well.” Ap-
proved unanimously.  
Action Item: 
  Bronec addressed the Revenue Deferral 
Resolution. He said, “This is a very im-
portant financial tool. It helps us with 

overall rate stabilization. It was put in 
place many years ago and the audit rec-
ommends we refresh.” 
 According to Chief Financial Officer (CFO) 
Wade Pynes, the IRS requires deferred 
revenue to be allocated or recognized 
within five years or less of the deferral. He 
said, “It’s really just housekeeping, the 
numbers do not change.” A net amount of 
$3M will be added to deferred revenue in 
2019. Approved unanimously.  
Review and Discussion on 2020 Budget 
Impact Estimates 
  NRECA produced a fact sheet on the fi-
nancial effects of COVID-19 on electric 
cooperatives across the country.  Bronec 
said, “They set out what is typically a five-
percent decline. Same impact for DMEA. 
We’ve opted not to readjust our budget, 
but try to control expenses.” The staff is 
looking at how to manage delinquencies 
and where they can cut back in the 2020 
budget (i.e., training, travel).  
  Pynes said, “It’s speculative. We have yet 
to see the impact of COVID-19. The cave-
at, March financials do not reflect COVID. 
We’ve put together what we can antici-
pate. Sales are down seven and a half per-
cent, dollars down about five and a half 
percent. Small commercial will be hit 
hardest. Residential may even be up be-
cause of the shelter-in-place. Large com-
mercial is 10 percent down.” With the July 
1st exit from Tri State on the horizon Pynes 
hopes spending can be cut significantly.  
  Board member Jock Fleming said, “What 
we have control over is $1,492,275 and 
the margin impact is $1.8 million.”  
  It was suggested that cost savings can be 
made in the board’s budget. Executive 
Administrative Assistant Amy Taylor said, 
“You can save $3,000 just in mileage at 
the committee level, with meals $2,500 
for the rest of the year. No annual 
meeting shirts for the board or staff. Trav-
el could be limited to the person who has 
the vote. Strategy session this year, if we 
don’t have a mediator. The Christmas par-
ty. If we have a couple more Zoom 
meetings, we could have some savings of 
$6,000 in mileage and food for the year. 

Summer/Winter school is $6,000. All the 
trainings are very important, but we could 
see quite a bit of savings.” 
  Fleming was not in favor of Zoom 
meetings. Harding estimated the board 
cuts until the end of the year could 
amount to $20,000 to $25,000.  
  Board member Damon Lockhart noted he 
is doing Zoom for the CREA committee 
meetings rather than going to Denver eve-
ry month.  
Action Item: 
  Harding said, “The Payroll Protection 
Program (PPP) is ever evolving. We’ve had 
60 loans [applications] at our bank.” 
  Bronec said, “It’s complicated and at 
times frustrating processing the eligibility. 
There’s an open door and then the door 
shuts with all the certifications that would 
apply. We’ve talked to Senator Bennett on 
how cooperatives would be eligible to 
receive funding. If you take the money 
and don’t need it there are [penalties] up 
to and including imprisonment for the 
person signing the documents. We want 
more clarification. There was a co-op in 
Montana that got funding and had to call 
it back. We’re keeping in touch with Ben-
nett’s office for determination.”  
  The proposed resolution would allow 
Bronec to make the decision to seek eligi-
bility when DMEA had all the information.  
  Pynes said, “There is not enough clarity. 
It’s the SBA’s (Small Business Administra-
tion) interpretation that matters. [At issue 
is] if you have access to other forms of 
capital. There is a layer of risk that I’m not 
comfortable with. We’ll continue to moni-
tor it; the situation changes by the day 
and by the hour. It has more negative risk 
than positive risk at this time.” 
  A motion was made to approve the reso-
lution; however, Fleming said, “I have a 
concern of applying for it whether we are 
eligible or not. If we take money from a 
small business in our community and they 
can’t pay their electric bill.” 
  Bronec said, “They have two or three 
rounds. If we get the funds we can use 
those funds to help with their electric 
bills.” 
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Fleming said, “We end up getting funds 
and they [small businesses] don’t. I do not 
want to take funds if it’s needed for small 
businesses. I’d rather not apply. Could 
deferred revenue be used for COVID?” 
  Pynes said, “That’s not what it is intend-
ed for, but we could use it.” 
  Board member Chris Hauck said, “By the 
time we get around to it everyone who 
has a shot at it will have taken it. We can’t 
make it definitive that if we get the money 
it would put someone out of work.” 
  Bronec said, “When federal money is 
available if you don’t take it, another com-
munity will take it. We want as much as 
we can secure for our members if it goes 
across to all organizations.”  
  Fleming said, “I have a personal issue 
with it.” 
  Board member Ken Watson said, “A very 
small Mom & Pop company can do it 
[make application] if they are organized.” 
  Harding said, “This lives in the definition 
of grey. SBA needs to provide clear guid-
ance, but I don’t think that is coming soon. 
We’re not getting timely information. 
There are 100 reason why we should ap-
ply and 100 reason why we shouldn’t ap-
ply. It’s intended to protect paychecks and 
keep people on payroll. People who 
should be applying for it aren’t applying.” 
  It was noted that in recent meetings Col-
orado Governor Jared Polis encouraged 
everyone in Colorado to apply, or else the 
money will go to other States. 
  The proposed resolution passed with a 
vote of seven yea and Fleming voting nay. 
Engineering – Construction – Renewable 
Energy Committee – Chris Hauck, Chair  
  Hauck said, “We did not meet. We need 
a meeting in May. The construction work 
plan is a large item, it’s fluid at the mo-
ment. And we have the vegetation man-
agement which will extend the regular 
meeting when we report on it.” 
Member Relations – Energy Services 
Committee – Kyle Martinez, Chair  
  Martinez was unavailable and the report 
given by Virginia Harman, COO. She said, 
“We did not meet in April. On May 7th 
we’ll discuss the annual meeting and the 
election. We’ll see how to hold a virtual 

meeting if necessary.”  
Executive Committee – Bill Patterson, 
Chair    
  A meeting was scheduled for May 21st 
with three discussion items — The City of 
Montrose Franchise Agreement, Water 
Users Agreement, and strategic planning. 
Safety and Occupational Health Report – 
Virginia Harman, COO  
  Harman said, “We had a review of the 
cell phone policy, a presentation to CSR 
[Customer Sales Reps] on general safety 
and a Jeopardy game safety meeting. We 
are working on updating the drug and 
alcohol policy. There were no accidents 
and no injuries.” Board accepted the Safe-
ty and Occupational Health Report.  
Financial Report with Variance Report - 
Wade Pynes, CFO 
  Pynes said, “This is March finances. There 
is no effect of COVID until April. Sales are 
close to what was budgeted. There is a 
$99,000 write off of obsolete inventory. A 
major clean-up of items.”  
CEO Report – Jasen Bronec, CEO 
  A written CEO report was submitted. 
Bronec said, “I don’t know where the 
month of April went. Transitioning from 
Tri State to Guzman, COVID-19. We are 
working many hours to make sure things 
are taken care of. I’m impressed with our 
employees and how they adapted to work 
from home. We are getting ready to do 
refunds for Net Metering Accounts. Some 
are sizable. There is a total of 776 Net Me-
ter Accounts. I don’t feel like we have 
slowed down, just doing it remotely. All 
the systems we put in place for the con-
venience of our customers are working.”   
  DMEA has a list of places people can get 
help and Hauck suggested adding the 
Montrose Council of Churches to that list. 
The board unanimously accepted the CEO 
report. 
April 2020 SAIDI (Systems Average Inter-
ruption Duration Index) Report 
  Bronec said, “I haven’t seen a lot of out-
ages. We’re tracking better than April last 
year. So far so good for the first three 
months of the year.”  
Legal Report – Jeff Hurd, Attorney. 
  Hurd reported on the exit withdrawal 

documents related to Tri State ($62.5 M 
and $26 M), the filings with FERC (Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission) and the 
power supply agreement that takes place 
July 1st. Hurd said, “The rest of my report 
is for executive session.”  
Tri State Report – Kyle Martinez. 
  Martinez said, “The biggest thing at the 
moment is FERC firming up their member-
ship, in particular at the State level. We 
have our membership with Tri State for 
the next 30 days. Their load declined five 
percent, but it is nothing too huge at the 
moment.” Martinez reported changes on 
the Tri State board and the methodology 
for entities wanting to exit. He said, “They 
have a model made with you, and a model 
made without you.”  
WUES Report (Western United Electrical 
Association) – Jock Fleming. 
  Fleming said, “I sent you the financials. 
This is the best March they have ever had. 
I think they are going along as well as they 
can be. They have glowing financial re-
ports. High margins and capital credits 
being given back.” 
  Patterson said, “There is always some 
question as how they pay the sales people 
and give out high bonuses.” 
  Fleming said, “They have no debt at all 
and they are building a building in Broom-
field and a new building in Utah out of 
operating margins.” 
  Lockhart said, “The compensation goes 
throughout a large portion of the work-
force, from the top down. It’s unique.” 
  Fleming said, “Changing compensation 
won’t change the cost of supplies [to 
DMEA].” 
CREA Report (Colorado Rural Electric As-
sociation) – Damon Lockhart.  
  Lockhart said, “We’ve had a couple of 
policy meetings. Legislative and taxes are 
always a topic. I sent a private email to the 
board with notes attached. Cory Gardner 
[Senator] said there is a five to five and a 
half percent drop in co-ops across the 
state. We heard that 19 to 23 co-ops did 
receive PPP. They cancelled the Youth 
Tour Program. There are a lot of cancella-
tions, still doing some safety things. They 
passed policy housecleaning type items. 

Continued next pg 
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DIRECTOR JOCK FLEMING BREAKS WITH DMEA BOARD  
ON PURSUIT OF PPP FUNDS FOR COOP From previous pg 

Nothing significant on that side of it.” 
COVID-19 Impact Data - Virginia Harman, 
COO 
  Harman said, “The impact to accounts, 
kiosk use increased and payments in 
droboxes. There is an increase in money 
orders. In the category of being 60 days in 
arears there are 350 accounts. We’re not 
sending out reminders. It could be people 
under financial strain. Eighty-eight prepay 
accounts are delinquent. Some people are 
behind on their payments. We’re facing a 
few morale issues, some of it is challeng-
ing. We are sending reports to the State 
which was requested by the Department 
of Energy. We are sending the information 
they requested. We’ve had trouble getting 
stuff [personal protection equipment], 
orders delayed and some of it cancelled.” 
  Watson suggested reaching out to the 
city, “They could access county supplies 
through Chelsea Rosty [at the city].”  
Report on Governors’ Energy Committee 
– On March 20,20 Colorado Governor Jar-
ed Polis established a Governor’s Council 
on Economic Stabilization and Growth, 
which has a membership of about 76 pro-
fessionals and industry leaders. Under 
that umbrella is a 16-member Energy 
Committee chaired by Federico Pena. 
Pena invited DMEA board member Kyle 
Martinez to join the Energy Committee. 
Martinez said, “We make policy recom-
mendations and give policy ideas. We’ve 
met [virtually] five or six times this month. 
There are a handful of folks in oil and gas 
that need help mostly with regulations 
and the governor can do thing through 
executive order.” The governor has been 
responsive to the recommendations 
offered by the Energy Committee.  

Rate Hearing 
  A small number of members are impact-
ed by the rate hearing and the staff has 
left messages with all account holders and 
have received some comments. 
  Patterson opened the rate hearing for 
public comment.  
  Betty Suerth, City of Delta staff, sub-
mitted an email letter to DMEA; however, 
because the board had not yet received it, 
Suerth gave a brief summary.    
  Suerth said, “We discovered the rate 
change last week and found that Devil’s 
Thumb Golf Course will have a 25 percent 
increase in charges for the golf course. 
That will affect our operating funds. There 
was no notice when we budgeted in 2019 
for 2020. I’m requesting giving the city 
time to submit comments. I can’t speak 
for city council.” 
  According to staff, Tri State offered a 
peak period price for some larger com-
mercial accounts. As DMEA transitions to 
Guzman Energy, that rate structure is no 
longer available and will be eliminated. 
Two DMEA members, Devil’s Thumb Gold 
Course and West Elk Mine, will see an 
increase of approximately 25 percent; 
however, the Delta Correctional facility 
will have a two percent decrease, or stay 
at par. 
  Suerth said, “I suggest in moving forward 
that the staff work with the city to miti-
gate the cost associated with the rate 
hearing.” 
  Fleming moved to set aside the hearing 
for a month, “We need to make sure our 
members are aware of what is going on.” 
The rate hearing was tabled. 
Member Comments: 
  There were no member comments. 

Patterson noted there were several com-
ments sent electronically. Staff explained 
those comments are generally placed on 
the website and not read into the regular 
meetings.  
Action Item: 
Three people were appointed to the Oper-
ation Round Up Board 
District 7 – Norma Miller, who lives in Ce-
daredge. 
District 3 - Betsy Marston, who lives in 
Paonia. 
District 5 – Gordon Russell, who lives in 
Montrose. 
Approved unanimously.  
Future Meetings: 
  The next regular DMEA board meeting 
will be held at 3:30 p.m. on May 26. 
  The board took a 10-minute break before 
going into Executive Session. 
Executive Session Agenda 
 General Counsel Legal Update.  
 
DMEA Board Members 
Dist 1 - Bill Patterson, 970-209-1449, 
bpatterson@montrose.net 
Dist 2 - Kyle Martinez, 970-615-7124, 
kyle@touchofcarepcp.com 
Dist 3 - Brad Harding, 970-270-3692, bhar-
ding@firstcoloradobank.com 
Dist 4 - Ken Watson, 970-275-2100, ken-
nethwatson@gmail.com 
Dist 5 - Chris Hauck, 970-497-0900, 
1ch@haucks.cc 
Dist 6 - Damon Lockhart, 970-314-1071, 
damon.lockhart@dmea.com 
Dist 7 -  
Dist 8 - (North Region) Stacia Cannon, 920
-207-8831, stacia.cannon@dmea.com 
Dist 9 - (South Region) Jock Fleming, 970-

275-1808, jock.fleming@dmea.com 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

COLORADO BUSINESS FILINGS DECLINE, REFLECT CORONAVIRUS SLOWDOWN 

Special to the Mirror 
COLORADO-Colorado business filings were 
undercut by COVID-19 in the first quarter 
of 2020, according to The Quarterly Busi-
ness and Economic Indicators report pub-
lished today. 
The Quarterly Business and Economic Indi-
cators report is prepared by the Leeds 
Business Research Division (BRD) at CU 
Boulder in conjunction with the Colorado 
Secretary of State’s Office.  
 The latest report shows 33,848 new cor-
porations, nonprofits and other entities 
filed initial documents with the Secretary 
of State’s Office in the first quarter of this 
year.  
  However, the rapid onset of COVID-19 
impacted every facet of Colorado’s econo-
my, including new entity filings and re-
newals. 
Due to COVID-19, a decade of job-growth 
in Colorado has come to an end with a 
spike in jobless claims of 105,073 for the 
week ending on April 11. The cumulative 
total of 301,177 jobless claims during the 
last five weeks is equivalent to the num-
ber of jobless claims over the previous 
three full years combined. The latest un-
employment data shows Colorado’s un-

employment rate increased from 2.5% to 
4.5% in the month of March alone. Colora-
do’s unemployment rate is now higher 
than the U.S. unemployment rate of 4.4%. 
 “Before the pandemic, Colorado’s econo-
my was outperforming the nation. Now, 
unemployment more than doubled in a 
month and many small businesses are 
struggling to keep their doors open,” said 
Secretary Griswold. “The federal stimulus 
packages passed are a start, but Congress 
must take additional action focused on 
small businesses and everyday people 
immediately.” 
Colorado’s economy overall was growing, 
at a slightly slowed down rate from 2019, 
before the COVID-19. 
 First quarter dissolution filings increased 
6% from the first quarter of 2019. They fell 
11.5% from the previous quarter. Trade-
marks (-15.7%) and trade name (-9.3%) 
filings also dropped sharply. 
Entities in good standing declined 1% from 
the fourth quarter of 2019. 
Colorado’s economy in 2020 
“Business filings are often an early indica-
tor of job growth,” said Rich Wobbekind, 
senior economist and faculty director of 
the Leeds Business Research Division. 

“The data clearly illustrates the deteriora-
tion in Colorado’s economic 
growth caused by this pandemic. How 
badly its affected will depend on how long 
this goes on.” 
 Economic data lags the fast-moving real 
world scenario COVID-19 is presenting. 
While the most recent U.S. and Colorado 
gross domestic product (GDP) numbers 
reflect growth (2.1% and 3.4% year-over-
year, respectively), projections for the 
future predict a double-digit drop. 
Colorado business confidence for the sec-
ond quarter of 2020 is at an historic low, 
according to the latest Leeds Business 
Confidence Index (LBCI). Though the LBCI 
does recover somewhat looking to the 
third quarter of 2020, indicating confi-
dence in the strength of Colorado’s econo-
my going into the crisis and its ability to 
rebound. 
 Building permits decreased 1.6% year-
over-year in February, according to the 
report, though the value of building per-
mits increased 1.1%.  
 March numbers aren’t out yet, so it’s 
difficult to tell at this point the impact of 
COVID-19 on construction, but permits are 
expected to lag in the coming months.  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjkuMjA4MDcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zb3Muc3RhdGUuY28udXMvcHVicy9idXNpbmVzcy9xdWFydGVybHlSZXBvcnRzLzIwMjAvMjAyMC1RMS1TT1NJbmRpY2F0
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MjkuMjA4MDcyOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zb3Muc3RhdGUuY28udXMvcHVicy9idXNpbmVzcy9xdWFydGVybHlSZXBvcnRzLzIwMjAvMjAyMC1RMS1TT1NJbmRpY2F0
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tourists, but D’Medici Footwear has also 
suffered. “On days that I should be doing 
$2,000 in sales, we were doing $200,” 
Blanchard said.  
 As a business owner who has spent years 
paying sales tax, Blanchard noted that if 
there is ever a class action lawsuit against 
the State of Colorado over the closures, 
“I’m going to be there in a heartbeat.”  
 Small businesses have been completely 
taken advantage of, she said, adding, “This 
isn’t even about business; it’s about liber-
ty.” 
 Now that her businesses are once again 
able to welcome customers through their 

doors, “Come in and shop,” Blanchard 
said. “We’re open.” 
 Despite a faithful clientele, the Intrinzik 
nightclub (512 East Main Street) closed its 
doors forever during the shutdown. The 
venue’s official announcement expressed 
thanks to patrons, but said, “…Keeping a 
venue open during normal times is chal-
lenging enough and now that we are fac-
ing an unprecedented event, the financial 
situation is simply too great.” 
 Said Intrinzik Partner Paul Arbogast, “It 
can take years for a business to be profita-
ble. I feel we were just hitting our stride 
and we were just about at the 'make it' 

point.  Without the shutdowns, we would 
have been around for endless years.” 
 When asked if the shutdown experience 
changed his attitude toward entrepre-
neurship, Arbogast said, “There is certain-
ly less chance of risking money and sweat 
and tears to build a business when you 
see how easy it is for shutdowns to de-
stroy all you have built.”  
 While Montrose has other places to enjoy 
an alcoholic beverage, Intrinzik had carved 
out a niche.  Among those who performed 
there regularly were the performing 
artists of Western Slope Bur-
lesque. Though the troupe may resurface 
at Turn of the Century Saloon in the fu-
ture, “We’re sad to lose our first home,” 
Burlesque organizer and instructor Sara 
Doehrman said. “We had the ability to 
block off the windows; it was a place for 
the girls to be safe.”  For now, even her 
burlesque classes are on hold. Still, “We’re 
so ready to come out of quarantine to do 
a show that’s fun for people,” Doehrman 
said. 
 Since closing its doors, the owners of In-
trinzik have heard from many who appre-
ciated the quality of the nightclub. 
“Intrinzik will forever be a source of 
pride,” Arbogast said.  “We offered some-
thing Montrose needed, and the feedback 
on our closure has showed us how much 
we meant to so many people.   I have re-
ceived PM's from bands and individuals 
expressing how much we meant to 
them.  A few individuals talked about how 
the positive vibe and music and how we 
treated everyone as family brought them 
out of very dark places in their lives.   
 “That means the world to us.” 

REOPENING JUST IN TIME FOR SOME, TOO LATE FOR OTHERS  
From pg 1 

Above, Debbie Blanchard, owner of D’Medici Footwear and Colorado-ology, chats with a 
customer after her businesses were allowed to welcome shoppers on May 1. Photo by Paul 
Arbogast. 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA’S HEART FOR  
SERVICE, VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 2020 

Special to the Mirror 
REGIONAL– Volunteers of America and its 
senior living programs in Western Colora-
do are proud to announce the winners of 
its annual Heart for Service - Volunteer of 
the Year Award for Montrose and Delta 
Counties. Each year this award is given to 
outstanding volunteers who have made 
exceptional contributions to uplifting the 
lives of vulnerable older adults in one of 
the organization’s programs. This year’s 
winners are Therald Estes, a volunteer 
with Senior CommUnity Meals in the West 
End (Montrose County) and Phil Ellsworth, 
a volunteer at Horizons Care Center in 
Eckert (Delta County). 
 Each Volunteers of American program 
that utilizes volunteers made a single 
nomination based on the volunteer’s 

amount of involvement, motivation, and 
positive impact to the program and resi-
dents. Judging was based upon length of 
service, character, and most importantly 
do they exemplify the faith-based, mission 
and vision of Volunteers of America.  
 The Heart for Service award was created 
to acknowledge the enormous impact 
volunteers have on the 
residents and their families at Volunteers 
of America programs and senior living 
communities in Western Colorado.   
 Mr. Estes has delivered meals to home 
bound older adults in the West End – Nu-
cla, Naturita, and Norwood - for the past 
two years.  
 “No matter what the weather conditions 
are, Therald never misses a delivery day,” 
Program Director, Brian Dickerson said.  
“He volunteers three times a week to help 
provide meals to 21 older adults who can’t 

leave their home.  More than a meal deliv-
ery, he provides the only human contact 
and well-being check some of the partici-
pants will have. 
Therald always has a smile on his face and 
has never met a stranger; this is why he 
has such a positive effect on the home 
bound meal recipients. He is a tremen-
dous asset to the meals program and we 
appreciate him beyond words.” 
 Mr. Ellsworth has been a volunteer at 
Horizons Health Care for approximately 10 
years.  Phil is a veteran of WW II who 
served in the Army.  He enjoys playing his 
harmonica for the residents and staff at 
the long term care facility’s Veterans Day 
events.  Phil is also a Rotarian and writes 
his own poetry.  
 Kathy Meehan, Life Enrichment Assistant 
said, “Phil comes to visit us at Horizons 
once a week to spread joy in our Memory 
Support.  He has been a consistent, posi-
tive light for our residents. Everyone looks 
forward to his visits and he blesses us with 
his many talents.”  
 Volunteers of America is a church without 
walls. Since 1896, we have answered 
God’s call to transform lives by reaching 
and uplifting America’s most vulnerable 
through our ministry of service. The or-
ganization’s healthcare professionals seek 
to serve the needs of the whole person 
(mind, body and spirit) by bringing togeth-
er human services and the church. We 
provide assistance to people of all faiths. 
Volunteers of America’s work has been 
and continues to be motivated by God’s 
love.  
 To learn more about Volunteers of Ameri-
ca’s programs in Western Colorado and 
across the country, visit voaseniorliv-
ing.org. To learn how to become a volun-
teer, contact a local care navigator at 1-
844-862-4968. 

Phil Ellsworth, VOA Volunteer of the Year 

for Delta County. Courtesy photo. 

Therald Estes, VOA Volunteer of the Year for 
Montrose County . Courtesy photo. 
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

HOPEWEST HOSPICE CARE AND GRIEF SUPPORT SERVICES  
CONTINUE DURING THE ‘SAFER AT HOME’ ORDER 

Special to the Mirror 
REGIONAL-HopeWest is continuing to pro-
vide compassionate hospice care amid the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic sweeping the 
country.  We have made all the necessary 
adaptations of programs and care delivery 
protocols to assure safe practice for all 
staff and all patients. 
 Right now, more than ever we want peo-
ple to know we are “open” and can re-
spond quickly to assist patients with enrol-
ling in hospice care. 
 Often people wait to “see their doctor” to 
get a referral to hospice.  Right now, peo-
ple are not going to the doctor and many 
are adhering to the “Safer at Home” ad-
vice.  We want people to know we can 
come to them.  All they need to do is call, 
970-241-2212.  

 Our “access team” is prepared to respond 
to any call for information regarding hos-
pice care.  They can make a visit to the 
home of the patient and assess whether 
hospice or one of HopeWest’s other pro-
grams can be of assistance.  If they feel 
hospice is the best course, they will reach 
out to the person’s health care provider 
for a formal referral. 
 The Ferris Hospice Care Center in Grand 
Junction continues to provide care when it 
is difficult to care for a hospice patient at 
home, or a patient needs symptom man-
agement and wants to avoid hospitaliza-
tion.   
 All safety protocols are in place and the 
staff are outfitted with personal protective 
equipment.  All visitors, staff and vendors 
are screened prior to entry, according to 

current guidelines. 
 HopeWest is still responding to patient/
family needs 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week.  The team of nurses, physicians, 
counselors, social workers, certified nurs-
ing assistants are still delivering 
care.  Some care is being provided 
“virtually” and telephonically such as the 
patient care volunteer visits.  Patients and 
families are all called prior to visiting to 
check for any symptoms the staff need to 
prepare for. 
 Grief support services are still being pro-
vided through one on one counseling by 
phone or virtually.  Support groups and 
face to face counseling are on hold for 
now but may be resuming soon with spe-
cific precautions in place as the Western 
Slope opens.  
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

Colorado Outdoors Pearl Fund  
News release 
MONTROSE-The Colorado Outdoors Pearl 
Fund, LP announced April 30 that it will 
invest $1MM dollars from its newly-
formed, qualified opportunity zone busi-
ness fund into outdoor industry holding 
company, Wedge Brands, LLC. 
 Wedge Brands, LLC is led by Jarka Duba of 
Aspen, Colorado. Mr. Duba is also the CEO 
of ZG 
Holdings. Prior to ZG Holdings, Jarka ran 
sporting goods company POC USA until its 
acquisition by Black Diamond Inc. 
Wedge Brands recently added Xcel Wet-
suits to its growing portfolio of outdoor 
industry companies, which also includes 
ownership in Level Gloves USA, North-
wave USA, Koda Nutrition USA, Elevenate 

Inc., KAR Direct, and Briko USA. 
 With the acquisition, Wedge also an-
nounced plans to build a 76,000 square 
foot distribution and third-party logistics 
center on the Colorado Outdoor campus 
in Montrose, Colorado. Wedge Brands will 
be investing an estimated $14MM in this 
new facility. Construction is likely to begin 
in 2020 with a completion date of 2021. 
Wedge intends to bring several new jobs 
to Montrose over the next 10 years. 
“We were very encouraged to work with 
the Colorado Outdoors Pearl Fund. The 
Pearl Fund should be a great partner for 
Wedge Brands as we continue to grow 
and acquire brands,” said Jarka Duba. 
 “Opportunity Zone venture investing is 
key right now because unlike OZ real es-
tate investing, OZ venture capital can go 

right to work into companies that are 
thriving during these times. No permits, or 
construction delays are happening with 
OZ venture investing,” said Brian Phillips, 
Co-Founder and Partner of The Pearl 
Fund. 
 “We are excited about the new brands 
coming into the Montrose, Colorado Op-
portunity Zone and are committed to de-
livering on the promise of OZ to drive 
attractive tax-free returns for investors, 
real job creation and a Made in America 
pride for rural Colorado,” said Doug Dra-
goo, General Partner of the Colorado Out-
doors Pearl Fund. "Opportunity zones will 
be the vehicle to bring back economic 
recovery. The Colorado Outdoors QOZ is 
one of the first to invest in these turbulent 
times.” added Dragoo. 

COLORADO OUTDOORS ANNOUNCES $1MM OPPORTUNITY ZONE INVESTMENT 

GUNNISON COUNTY “PAY IT FORWARD” COVID-19 LOAN FUND 

Special to the Mirror  
GUNNISON-Gunnison County, in partnership with Region 10, established its “Pay It Forward” COVID-19 Business Emergency Loan 
Fund to help assist businesses located in Gunnison County that have been impacted by the COVID-19 virus. Approved loan applica-
tions submitted by businesses and non-profits will be eligible to receive one-time loans of up to $7,500. The application process 
will open April 30, 2020.  
Loan payments and interest will be deferred for six months, after which date a low 1.5% fixed interest rate will apply. As an incen-
tive to borrowers, loans repaid within the six-month deferral period will be eligible to receive a 10% loan refund in the form of 
Butte Bucks or Gunnison Greenbacks. For example, a business borrowing $7,500 will receive $750 in either Butte Bucks or Gun-
nison Greenbacks if the original loan balance is repaid within the first six months. “We know that this is an extremely difficult time 
for businesses across Gunnison County who have put community above self to help address the public health crisis we face. The 
goal of this program is to provide short-term emergency assistance to these businesses,” said Gunnison County Commissioner John 
Messner.  
The Pay It Forward loan program was created and funded by Gunnison County with an initial investment of $250,000, and loans 

will be managed by Region 10. To inquire about applying for a loan, please contact dan@region10.net 
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Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-It is with a sad heart that the 
Black Canyon Boys & Girls Club (BCBGC) 
has to announce the 17th Annual Mont-
rose Wine & Food Festival, sponsored by 
Alpine Bank, scheduled for May 30, 2020 
has been cancelled. After much discussion 
between the Festival committee, the Fes-
tival venue and major sponsors, and the 
BCBGC board and staff (the non-profit 
who benefits from the Festival), it was 
determined with the unclear future of 
what social distancing precautions will be 
in relation to COVID-19 and the nature of 
the Festival, which typically draws several 
hundreds of attendees (with a Festi-
val record of 1,000 people in 2019), 
there was no feasible way to hold the 
Festival in May or even determine a 
viable postponement date. As this 
Festival is the largest fundraiser of 

operational funding for the BCBGC, this 
decision was not made lightly but the 
safety of our community is of the utmost 
importance.  
All previously purchased tickets will be 
refunded. With that, it was previously 
stated that the Festival's mini-event, A 
Taste of Colorado, originally set to be held 
in early April 2020 was postponed to a 
TBD date this summer. This event has also 
been officially cancelled. Both events are 
set to resume in 2021. You can learn more 
about the festival, including details on 
past years, at 
www.montrosewinefestival.com.  

 As the Festival has been cancelled, we 
encourage those who are able to donate 
to do so to help with Club operational 
costs once it is able to resume program-
ming.  As the BCBGC relies solely on 
grants, donations, and local fundraising to 
operate (as no financial assistance is pro-
vided by Boys & Girls Club of America) a 
donation in any amount can help the Club 
to continue to help make great futures 
start here. You can donate today at 
https://www.coloradogives.org/
BlackCanyonBoysGirlsClub/overview. You 
can find out more about the BCBGC at 
www.bcbgc.org.  

REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

17TH ANNUAL MONTROSE WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL CANCELLED 

http://www.montrosewinefestival.com
https://www.coloradogives.org/BlackCanyonBoysGirlsClub/overview
https://www.coloradogives.org/BlackCanyonBoysGirlsClub/overview
http://www.bcbgc.org


The Montrose Mirror   May 4, 2020 Page 42 

 

 



The Montrose Mirror  |  May 4, 2020 Page 43 

 



The Montrose Mirror   May 4, 2020 Page 44 

 

 
OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

LET’S NOT INCREASE CORONAVIRUS CASES IN MONTROSE COUNTY 

Dear Editor: 
As of Saturday, Montrose County had 102 
reported cases and eleven deaths. Our 
neighbor, Mesa County, has forty-seven 
reported cases and no fatalities. What are 
we doing wrong? Second only to Califor-
nia, our state stands second in the West 
with the number of Coronavirus cases.  
 First, I am saddened by the way our cur-
rent administration is handling the pan-
demic. Pushing a malarial drug as a cure 
with no testing as to it's effects. Placing 
blame on everyone one else when basical-
ly nothing was done in the month of Feb-
ruary to address the crisis. Downplaying 
the severity of this virus. Then actually 
saying we should study the use of disin-
fectants being administered internally into 
one's body? All of this is nonsense. 
 Added to that is a president who refuses 
to set a positive example for the American 
people. He stands up at a press confer-
ence and says the CDC recommends wear-
ing masks and keeping a minimum six-foot 
physical distance from other people. Then 
he follows up by saying that he won't wear 
a mask. 
 The vice-president visited the Mayo Clinic 
and was the ONLY one not wearing a 
mask. Why? He said he gets tested weekly 
and doesn't think he can infect anyone. He 
also said he wanted to be able to talk to 
people and "look them in the eye." Masks 
cover your mouth and nose, they don't 
cover your eyes. All Pence had to do was 
look around him and say, "Why don't you 
give me mask please." It's amazing. If 
Trump or Pence goes to a factory or coal 
mine, what do they always put on? A hard 
hat. They want to look just like the work-
ers. But they can't wear a mask and sup-
port our health care workers? 
 Then I went from saddened to sickened. I 
believe in the First Amendment allowing 
for free speech. But when I saw the news 

coverage of the Michigan State Capitol in 
Lansing being overun by protesters, with 
no social distancing and the majority un-
masked, I was appalled. Then I saw that 
several of the protesters came armed with 
an AR-15 or other assault-type rifle, and I 
became angry. It is acceptable to voice 
your views. But there is no reason to voice 
your views while carrying a weapon, other 
than solely to intimidate.  
 A photo shows Michigan State Police 
officers lined up, wearing masks, being 
screamed at, inches from their faces, by 
unmasked protesters. As the caption on 
the photo read, "And just like that, Blue 
lives didn't matter anymore." And did 
Trump do anything to diffuse the situa-
tion? Just like at Charlottesville with the 
white supremacist rally, Trump tweeted 
about the armed Michigan protesters, 
"These are very good people, but they are 
angry." Semantics aside, Trump posting 
that the states of Michigan, Minnesota, 
and Virginia needed to be "Liberated" only 
serves to incites these protesters. 
 Does any of us really like the "Stay-At-
Home", or now "Safe-At-Home" orders? 
Do we enjoy wearing masks when we go 
shopping for groceries, many of which are 
in dwindling supply. Do we enjoy having 
take-out at restaurants that we once en-
joyed dining in with family and friends? Do 
we miss the movie theater, gathering to-
gether in a park or an outdoor concert?  
 Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 
does not mean that you can take away the 
rights of others for your personal gain. 
Freedom of religion is not being prohibit-
ed. You can still believe and worship. You 
don't need to be in a building , shared by 
others, to practice your religion. As my 
wife said, if you choose to not wear sun-
screen, you are not affecting other people. 
But if you refuse to wear a mask while 
shopping, or fail to physically distance 

yourself from others, you may be affecting 
or even infecting others. 
The mayor of Stillwater, Oklahoma recent-
ly rescinded a declaration which required 
customers to wear face masks inside busi-
nesses. He did not want to, but customers 
were threatening physical violence and 
spouting verbal abuse on employees. He 
changed his order to read that it is 
"strongly recommended" that customers 
wear masks. How is having to wear a 
mask, inside a store where all the employ-
ees are wearing masks, unconstitutional? 
Our freedom comes with responsibilities. 
And now the ultimate slap in the face by 
our president - as we avoid travel, as we 
isolate and stay "Safe-At-Home" - he can't 
stand the "cabin fever" and heads off to 
Camp David. Additionally he now is plan-
ning a trip to Arizona, another to Ohio, 
and to attend a fireworks display at Mt. 
Rushmore.  As of Saturday, there are over 
1.1 million cases of Coronavirus in the 
United States. There are almost 67,000 
deaths. That is more than all the names on 
the Vietnam Memorial Wall. And he hasn't 
shown an ounce of sympathy, empathy, or 
concern for those who have been affected 
directly with the Coronavirus; neither the 
victims nor their families. 
Yes, we are in a rural area and we are 
blessed with our surrounding public lands 
where we can get out and breath. But 
consider the workers at our grocery 
stores, pharmacies, Target and Walmart, 
delivery people, and most of all our health 
care providers.  
Be respectful. Be safe, not just for you and 
your family, but for all of those in our 
community. Respect everyone's life, their 
liberty, and their pursuit of happiness and 
let's not increase our numbers in Mont-
rose County. 
Sincerely. 
Jon Sering, Montrose 
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BAWDY HOUSES AND BOOZE PARLORS 

By Bob Cox 
MONTROSE-What Shall We Do About It? 
That was the heading for a scathing edito-
rial that appeared in the January 21, 1899 
edition of the Montrose Enterprise. 
 As Montrose welcomed the last year of 
the 19th century, they found themselves 
building a community that some envi-
sioned as being better if they could only 
rid themselves of the businesses that the 
writer of the editorial described as 
"businesses of drunkard making and pros-
titute breeding." 
 The debate seems to have started with a 
proposal to license businesses that sold 
alcoholic beverages. Some of those busi-
nesses also were considered to be "houses 
of ill repute."  They were also described as 
'sporting houses," "booze parlors" and 
"bawdy houses." 
 Both prominent newspapers of the time, 
The Montrose Press and the Montrose 
Enterprise were adamantly against licens-
ing the business engaged in these activi-
ties. The assertion was that, by issuing 
liquor licenses, the city was actually en-
dorsing the other activities. The Enterprise 
editorial further asked, "Shall we continue 
to use our influence and ballots to create 
conditions the legitimate and natural re-

sult of which is treason to government, 
and a breeding place for notorious liars?" 
 The Montrose Press, in a similar editorial 
written by Abe Roberts, the owner and 
editor at the time, assailed the contingent 
that wanted to, in the editor's opinion, 
create income at the expense of morals. 

He wrote, in part: "It can be clearly shown 
beyond a possibility of doubt that the sa-
loon element, the liquor seller, the gam-
bler, the prostitute and the whole hanger-
on rabble that make up this element, 
bring no wealth into the community..." He 
contended that the closure of saloons in 

An editorial cartoon that appeared in the March 31, 1905 edition of The Montrose Enterprise 
showed the political divide in Montrose in regard to liquor licensing and regulation of sa-
loons. Source: Colorado Historic Newspapers 

Continued next pg 
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BAWDY HOUSES AND BOOZE PARLORS 
From previous pg 
Delta resulted in many people choosing to 
settle there rather than in Montrose. 
 Ultimately, the city government went 
ahead with the licensing and passed an 
ordinance that, in concurrence with state 
law, allowed a municipality to control 
those 'certain' businesses within the town 
and a three-mile radius around the town. 
But the perceived problem did not go 
away; in fact it held for many more years 
and was the focus of several election cam-
paigns. In August of 1904, a woman who 
was planning on opening a business that 
appeared to some as being a bawdy 
house, applied for a license to sell beer. A 
petition was started to prevent both the 
city from issuing the license and the wom-
an from opening her business. In fact, the 
Montrose Press suggested that the town 
board "...authorize the woman to move 
on." 
 The municipal election of 1905 once again 
saw the liquor sales and related activities 
as a central issue. John Gray was running 
for mayor and was lambasted for not tak-
ing a stand. Ads and comments in both 
papers separated the two opposing con-
tingents as the Law and Order Party and 
the Taxpayers Party. The so-called Taxpay-
ers party included Gray. The Law and Or-
der Party claimed that Gray and his follow-
ers were walking side-by-side with those 
who wanted to continue licensing solely 
for the money it might generate. When he 
was elected in April of 1905, the Enter-
prise opined, "The selection places John 
Gray in a peculiar position elected by 
those who most profit by slack enforce-
ment of the laws and most heavily backed 
by the saloon element..." The paper 
claimed Gray had promised a cleaner, 
healthier Montrose and would be obligat-
ed to drive out the bawdy houses, or re-
voke beer licenses in residential sections 
of the town. 
 Gray did lead his council to deny a beer 

license to Carrie Linell, who was purport-
edly running a bawdy house. For nearly a 
year Linell was repeatedly cited for vio-
lating the ordinance, but she simply paid 
the customary $50 fine and went on with 
her business. In February of 1906 Marshal 
Tillery gave notice to Linell that she had to 
close her business and dismiss her girls 
and get rid of all appurtenances of the 
business. She cancelled a contract with a 
local builder who was to build a brick addi-
tion to her establishment, but evidently 
did not actually quit. Just one month later 
Linell was subject to a complaint filed with 
District Attorney Hugo Selig. She was ar-
rested and faced five charges relating to 
her violations of the city ordinance and 
state laws. 
 While Linell was evidently put out of busi-
ness, similar business continued to crop 
up. In March of 1907, with another elec-
tion coming up, the editorials and adver-
tisements focused on the issue again, call-
ing for the abolishment of private bawdy 
houses in the city and the suppression of 
gambling, wine rooms and slot machines. 
A notice for a non-partisan mass conven-
tion of voters was printed in both newspa-
pers for the purpose of garnering support 
for getting rid of certain businesses and 
their supporters. As a result of that elec-
tion, George Gilbert replaced John Gray as 
mayor. 
 In January of 1909 Mrs. Anna Scanlon 
purchased a piece of property from the 
Devore family. Her stated intention prior 
to the purchase was to use the property 
as a rooming house, but several citizens 
claimed her real intention was to open a 
sporting house. The building on the prop-
erty was victim to an unexplained fire just 
one day after the purchase was complet-
ed. Two days after the Scanlon property 
incident, the Montrose Press reported that 
Margaret Bond opened a sporting house 
on the Rose Bennett property on North 

First Street. The business was to be presid-
ed over by Irish Ann, a person of some 
notorious fame from Lake City. 
 In November of 1910, John Gray, who 
was then the Deputy District Attorney, 
issued a statement that the bawdy house, 
located in what was then Haskill Park 
(later became Arcadia Park) would be 
dealt with immediately upon complaint. 
Less than two weeks later, the Montrose 
authorities provided the complaint and 
the house was closed.  
 Chief Cooper of the Montrose Police De-
partment told news people that he also 
intended to take action against a similar 
business being operated in the southeast 
part of the city. 
 Still, the problem did not go away.  In July 
of 1911 Mayor J. F. Kyle demeaned the 
city council publicly, calling them 
"Mollycoddles," after they declined to 
support police action and even ordered 
the reduction of some fines imposed 
against two young men charged with 
attending a house of prostitution. More 
than a year later, the papers were still 
referring to the problem of prostitution 
and excessive alcohol abuses. 
 In 1912 there was a surge of prosecution 
of people on charges relating to prostitu-
tion. On September 19, 1912 the Mont-
rose Daily Press reprinted an article that 
appeared in a Denver newspaper, calling 
attention to the prostitution problem in 
Denver and in the state.  
 The article called for a more religious so-
lution to the problem and promoted high-
er wages for shop girls and young women. 
In effect, the article was a pure example of 
a hellfire and damnation sermon. 
 Up until the United States entry into 
World War I, local news frequently had 
references to the problem.  
 The war, however, did not rid the prob-
lem, it only changed the focus of the 
news. 
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LEND A HAND TO HISTORY-SUPPORT YOUR MONTROSE 
COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

Mirror staff report 
MONTROSE-Support efforts to preserve 
local history, by helping to raise funds at 
this challenging time for the Montrose 
County Historical Museum. Though the 
Museum itself remains closed, Museum 
Director Sally Johnson is now offering 
curbside service for those who want to 
enjoy a good book. The Museum is pro-
moting the Montrose classic, “Montrose 
Colorado: Take a Closer Look: A Walking 
Tour Guide,” by Cathleen M. Norman and 
Marilyn S. Cox (Preservation Publishing 
2006). 
 “It’s a good book to tote around and visit 
a neighborhood during this time of social 
distancing,” Johnson said. “I will be glad to 
meet them and give them their books.” 
People can call the Museum, or order 
online. 
 Because May is Historic Preservation 
Month, local kids are invited to enter a 
poster contest for “This Place 
Matters,” (see sidebar). “Take that snap-
shot, create a poster, and tag it,” Johnson 
said.  
 The Museum now has a fundraising cam-

paign on Facebook, and the Board of Di-
rectors is considering a GoFundme page as 
well. A new fundraising campaign is under-
way entitled, “Before and After,” with his-
toric photos and up-to-date photos of 
landmark Montrose buildings by Dick 
Bushmiaer. 
 Finally, the Annual Museum Yard Sale has 
been postponed due to the statewide 
COVID-19 closures. Donations are wel-
come. “We’re accepting anything except 
electronics and clothes,” Johnson said. 
Donors can call the museum ahead of time 
for item drop-off. 
 As posted on the Museum’s Facebook 
page, “The Museum's monthly operating 
expenses are still due, unfortunately with-
out any of our normal sources of income. 
Please consider making a donation to the 
Historical Society and the Museum. We'd 
like to be here for you and able to contin-
ue meeting these challenges. If you would 
like to be one of our special supporters 
during these tough times, you can send us 
a check to MCHS P.O. Box 1882, Mont-
rose, Co 81402 or by PayPal on our web-
site www.montrosehistory.org.” 

 The Montrose County Historical Museum 
phone number is 970.249.2085. Find them 
on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/
montrosehistoricalmuseum.   

Courtesy photo Sally Johnson. 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-Everyone has places that 
are important to them. Places they 
care about. Places that matter. This 
Place Matters is a national campaign 
that encourages people to celebrate 
the places that are meaningful to them 
and to their communities, and the 
Montrose County Historical Society is 
excited to highlight the places that 
matter most to YOU! Preservation 
Month is the perfect time to share it 
with the world.   The Montrose County 
Historical Society invites the community 
of Montrose to accept a challenge in 
putting on our Montrose some special 
places we love.   It’s easy to share your 
favorite place in Montrose using these 
3 steps. . .  

#1 Pick your Place – Any structure in 
Montrose County that holds a special 
place in your heart and you feel it ’s 
important to preserve.  
#2 Create your Sign – 
#3 Snap a Photo – Take a photo (selfies 
are totally OK) with your sign that 
clearly showcases the place that 
matters to you.  Share your photos on 
social media. As you spread the word 
about Preservation Month, make sure 
to use the #ThisPlaceMatters and 
#MontroseHistory hashtags. 
This campaign isn’t just about photog-
raphy, after all. It’s about telling the 
stories of the places we can’t live with-
out.  Feel free to share the reasons 
your special place matters to you in 
your posts. Through This Place 

Matters, we hope to encourage and 
inspire an ongoing dialogue about the 
importance of place and preservation 
in all of our lives that we hope lasts far 
beyond the month of May. We encour-
age you to contact the Montrose 
County Historical Museum to learn 
more about the historical significance 
of the places that matter most to you 
in Montrose. We’re ready to help you 
shine a spotlight on all the special 
places in Montrose County that are 
important within our community! For 
more information on the “This Place 
Matters” campaign, call the Montrose 
County Historical Museum at  
(970) 249-2085 or visit 
www.savingplaces.org/
thisplacematters.  

MAY IS HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH-THIS PLACE MATTERS! 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montrosehistory.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3b1RygAbdU34W6a5eVHflaEjIKTRhf9DrHQoi5bvQ9qLXwj3AF4FlAF70&h=AT2CF-YiX2X9XycUVqrggaR5Mx2YkIcEtK8MpcCk1fBqj1zrxAhjEIndSAnGQ5krVsZBTJmbx-iVTka6NqF4jJ2giIehZ84go5trTh892-ISPNTq1
https://www.facebook.com/montrosehistoricalmuseum
https://www.facebook.com/montrosehistoricalmuseum
https://www.facebook.com/montrosehistoricalmuseum
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AUDITIONS AT MAGIC CIRCLE PLAYERS  
Disney Newsies, The Broadway Musical 

By Lisa Rediger 
Theatre Manager 
MONTROSE-I can’t remember the exact 
time and place I first saw Newsies, but 
there is a reel that whirrs in my head, 
flashing scenes from the 1992 film with 
Christian Bale. I CAN remember the way I 
felt as the band of misfits, with single 
dream, sang and danced their way into 
becoming one of my favorite musicals.  
 I was born with theatre in my blood. 
Dressing up, make-believe, and playing 
pretend were my childhood favorites. I 
spent recesses at Menoken School, my 
zippered cape perched on my waist-
becoming a skirt - so I could be Caroline 
Ingalls from Little House on the Prairie. As 
an 11-year-old, stretched out on the floor, 
in front of our TV in Goulburn, Australia, I 
saw my first musical. My life was changed. 
Acting, singing, dancing, costumes – all in 
one movie! The Sound of Music became 
my inspiration for creativity. I knew every 
word to every song and sang them inces-
santly. We had a marvelous staircase that 
lent itself to every Von Trapp family imagi-
nation. My young adulthood was busy 
with the dream of marriage and family, 
but in 2002, when my youngest was 2 
years old, I was cast as Sister Margareta in 

The Sound of Music. I stood on the stage, 
and sang “How Do Solve a Problem Like 
Maria?” Even as I write this, the absolute 
joy of that experience brings tears to my 
eyes.   
 My children had no chance of escaping 
musical theatre exposure! Grandma Kate 
shared her video of the Newsies movie, 
and we were hooked. Based on a true 
story, Newsies is based on the real-life 
Newsboys Strike of 1899. The New York 
newsies – boys and girls who sold news-
papers on the street – went up against 
two newspaper publishers, to fight for 
the chance to earn a livable wage. The 
unforgettable music and rousing dance 
numbers inspired our two daughters, and 
their ten girl cousins, and in 2015, the 
North Carolina cousins invited Colorado 
cousins to see Newsies the Broadway 
Musical in Charlotte. We heard about it in 
detail: the sets, the music, the actors, the 
dancing, the story, and the harmonies – it 
was everything they hoped it would be.  
In the spring of 2017, my parents, sister, 
sister-in-law and 5 grandchildren took up 
a row at the Buell and Grandma Kate’s 
dream came true of seeing Newsies, The 
Broadway Musical. 
 A new dream was born in me; to bring 

Newsies to Magic Circle Theatre. I’ve 
watched and waited for performance 
rights to be available to non- professional 
theatres. Now the time has come and I 
am thrilled to be directing, and opening 
Magic Circle Players 2020/2021 Season 
with Disney Newsies, The Broadway Mu-
sical.  
 Our production team has been dream-
ing, preparing and planning, and we are 
excited to invite the community to be 
part of this incredible production. 
Our scheduled opening is September 
2020, and of course is dependent upon 
County and State mandates and the 
health of our nation. We have auditions 
scheduled May 26 & 27, and will follow 
all guidelines for auditions and rehears-
als.  
 Audition packets can be found online at 
magiccircleplayers.com or in a drop box 
at the front door of the theatre. This is a 
large cast, and while we have a need for 
many young men, to fill singing and danc-
ing roles, there are many other roles 
available.  We will be casting female and 
male actors of varying ages, both singing/
dancing roles, as well as some non-
singing/ non- dancing roles.  
 Come Audition With Us! 
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MONTROSE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING UPDATE 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-Montrose County Historical Society general meetings will resume when the state, county and city guidelines for 
meetings and gatherings for more than 10 people are restored.  Due to the space constraints, society membership and attendees 
at the meetings representing the most venerable age groups, the board of directors has taken this action.  Public notice will be 
given just as soon as it is considered safe for larger groups to congregate. 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

MORE THAN 1,500  TUNE IN FOR MAGIC CIRCLE PLAYERS LIVE STREAM 

Special to Art & Sol 
MONTROSE-The Magic Circle Players cast 
of "War of the Worlds" takes a group 
bow after live streaming the infamous 
1938 radio play.  
 More than 1,500 viewers tuned in to 
either the live performance or the rec-
orded production on Facebook. Accord-
ing to Director Casey Dukeman, the per-
formance raised more than $450 in do-
nations.  
 "Magic Circle Theatre may be dark right 
now,” said Theatre Manager Lisa Redi-
ger, “but our passion, our creativity, and 
our drive is still center stage. We hope to 
complete our 60th season, and look for-
ward to bringing back the joy of live the-
atre.” 

Courtesy photo 
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UNITED STATES NEWS BRIEFS 

Special to the Mirror 
WASHINGTON – The National Park Service 
is pleased to announce more than $3.1 
million in Japanese American Confinement 
Sites grants that will fund preservation, 
restoration and education projects 
throughout the country. The 22 projects 
funded will help tell the stories of the 
more than 120,000 Japanese Americans, 
two-thirds of whom were U.S. citizens, 
imprisoned by the U.S. government during 
World War II following the attack on Pearl 
Harbor by the nation of Japan in 1941. 
 “These grants help to preserve an im-
portant piece of our nation’s history, edu-
cating generations of visitors about the 
injustice of the World War II confinement 
of Japanese Americans,” said U.S. Secre-
tary of the Interior David Bernhardt. 
 “The National Park Service is dedicated to 
the preservation and protection of natu-
ral, cultural, and historical resources 
across the United States,” said David Vela, 
National Park Service Deputy Director. 
“Through these projects, we have the 
honor of educating our visitors about the 
strength and perseverance of the Japa-
nese Americans incarcerated during World 
War II.” 
 “The Historical Museum at Fort Missoula 
does an incredible job of telling the story 
of our nation and Montana’s history,” said 
Montana Senator Steve Daines. “I’m glad 
to have supported this project and look 
forward to seeing it complete.” 
 “Located in Granada, Colorado, Amache 
serves as a stark reminder of a dark mo-
ment in our country’s history,” said Colo-

rado Senator Cory Gardner. “I’m grateful 
for the continued support from the Na-
tional Park Service, and the Coloradans 
they partner with, which help ensure the 
site is preserved so we can remember the 
grave injustice committed against Japa-
nese Americans during World War II and 
never repeat our mistakes from the past.” 
 “The internment of Japanese Americans 
was one of the most shameful times in 
American history. By funding preservation 
projects like these we can help ensure 
future generations will always remember 
in the hopes that we will never again treat 
Americans in this reprehensible way,” said 
California Congressman Jim Costa. 
 Japanese American Confinement Sites 
grants may be awarded to projects associ-
ated with the 10 War Relocation Authority 
centers established in 1942 and more than 
40 additional confinement sites. The pro-
gram’s mission is to teach future genera-
tions about the injustice of the World War 
II confinement of Japanese Americans and 
to inspire a commitment to equal justice 
under the law. Successful project pro-
posals are chosen through a competitive 
process that requires applicants to match 
the grant award with $1 in non-federal 
funds or "in-kind" contributions for every 
$2 they receive in federal money. 
 Over the past 11 years, the Japanese 
American Confinement Sites grant pro-
gram has supported a wide range of suc-
cessful projects, including a memorial and 
exhibit to tell the lesser-known stories of 
Japanese Americans who were forced to 
leave their homes in Juneau, and nearby 

Alaskan communities during the war; the 
restoration of headstones and monu-
ments at the Rohwer cemetery in Arkan-
sas; and the construction of visitors cen-
ters in Utah and Wyoming to tell the his-
tory of the Topaz and Heart Mountain 
incarceration sites and the larger, national 
story of Japanese American World War II 
incarceration. 
 Congress established the Japanese Ameri-
can Confinement Sites grant program in 
2006, authorizing a total of $38 million in 
funding for the life of the program. To-
day’s announcement brings the current 
award total to more than $32 million. 
 A full list of the 22 new projects selected 
to receive funds in FY 2020 are identified 
in the table below. For more details about 
these projects, visit https://www.nps.gov/
subjects/internment/index.htm. 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AWARDS MORE THAN $3.1M IN GRANTS 

FOR WORLD WAR II JAPANESE AMERICAN CONFINEMENT SITES 

The Amache incarceration site in Colorado, 

Dec. 12, 1942. Among the new grant pro-

jects, Colorado Preservation, Inc., will devel-

op interpretive elements at the site to pro-

vide visitors with a better understanding of 

Japanese American incarceree living condi-

tions during World War II. Courtesy photo. 

http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=btYXC68syxmDVppbhVzFoYHdeMNV9070xvOlf%2FNdDQ0wXj6aidRhm70tloIKCI%2B9i%2FpijxNuOHhLBF3qaMFKYi5b149G6rs5a8X0vPj%2B9mnNrPFsOKjwnA%3D%3D&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nps.gov%2Fsubjects%2Finternment%2Finde
http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=btYXC68syxmDVppbhVzFoYHdeMNV9070xvOlf%2FNdDQ0wXj6aidRhm70tloIKCI%2B9i%2FpijxNuOHhLBF3qaMFKYi5b149G6rs5a8X0vPj%2B9mnNrPFsOKjwnA%3D%3D&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nps.gov%2Fsubjects%2Finternment%2Finde
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Editor’s Note-Ongoing events are not included at this time due to the uncertainty of scheduling around COVID-19 
 
MONTHLY-  
May 17-Montrose County School District RE-1J will celebrate the Class of 2020 with vehicular procession drive-through 
commencement events on Sunday, May 17 (Noon at Olathe High School and 2 PM at Montrose High School) in lieu of 
previously planned August ceremonies.  
June 13-Adopt-A-Park Clean Up at Rollans Park, Ridgway, Saturday, June 13, 2020 @ 9 a.m. – 12 noon. Join UWP for a 
volunteer work morning at Rollans Park, picking up litter and branches along the Uncompahgre River, to make it a great 
place to visit. Contact to sign up: Tanya, uwpcommunications@gmail.com, 970-325-3010 Information: http://
www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/events/ 
July 25-San Juan Mountains Guided Wildflower Walk, Saturday, July 25, 2020 @ 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Walk among the native 
plants of the subalpine vegetation zone with guide Mary Menz. Co-author of Common Wildflowers of the San Juan 
Mountains, Mary will identify wildflowers, share historical uses of native plants, and talk about the role native plants 
play in the ecosystem—including areas with acid mine runoff. Contact to sign up: Tanya, uwpcommunica-
tions@gmail.com, 970-325-3010 Information: http://www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/events/ 
Sept. 12-Love Your Gorge-Sat., Sept. 12, 2020, Uncompahgre River Gorge. Volunteer with the Ouray Ice Park and Un-
compahgre Watershed Partnership to make improvements to the riparian areas of the Uncompahgre River Gorge in 
Ouray. Then, enjoy a picnic and party to celebrate our efforts. Funded by the Frank L. Massard Trust. Contact to sign 
up: Tanya, uwpcommunications@gmail.com, 970-325-3010 Information: http://www.uncompahgrewatershed.org/
events/ 
Sept. 25-27-The Ridgway Old West Fest will be Sept 25-27, 2020  
Nov. 2--Montrose Women’s Giving Club meets at Bridges, 5:30 p.m. Open to all women; each member donates $100 
per quarter at each meeting. 

SAVE THE DATE! UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS 
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Contact the Montrose Mirror: 
970-275-0646 

 Editor@montrosemirror.com 

www.montrosemirror.com 

 READER PHOTO SPOTLIGHT:  

BY DEB REIMANN 

“It was a calm, bluebird sky reflecting a Colorado panorama that makes you catch your breath and smile,” Photographer Deb 
Reimann said, of this photo she snapped several years ago at beautiful Taylor Park. 

Beautiful Taylor Park... 
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