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RIDGWAY COMMUNITY BACKS LIBRARY EXPANSION 

By Caitlin Switzer 
RIDGWAY-People come together here, to read, re-
search, learn, present, exhibit, observe local art, 
and check out books and materials. In Ridgway, the 
library is the heart of the community, drawing peo-
ple of all ages and from all walks of life. It’s no won-
der that this library keeps outgrowing its space. 
  In 1995, the Ridgway Library occupied 950 square 
feet of the old bank building on Clinton Street, and 
a classified ad in the local newspaper asked people 
to donate books, according to Friends of the Ridg-
way Library President Beth Williams. “We used to 
store books in an old bank vault,” Williams said. 
  In 1997, a library district was formed, and a bond 
issue for a new building was approved by Ridgway 
voters in 2002. 
  By 2004, the Ridgway Library 
had moved to its present location 

 According to the Friends of the Ridgway Library web 
site, in 2017, the popular library logged more than 
56,000 visits—in a county with a population of 4,844. 
Courtesy photo Ridgway Library. 

Continued pg 7 

RE-IJ CONSIDERS FIVE-SEAT, AT LARGE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION; NEW PRINCIPAL @ COTTONWOOD 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-Montrose High School Students Anna-
belle Ensor and Zachary Vincent performed the 
Last Summer Scene from the upcoming production 
of Mamma Mia! for the Montrose County RE-1J 
Board of Education at the regular school board 
meeting of March 12, to wild applause. Mamma 
Mia runs March 29-31, @ the Magic Circle Theatre.  
  In other business, the Board of Education voted to 
move the time of the upcoming work session on 
March 26 to 5 p.m.; discussed with Administrative 
Assistant Laurie Laird the four director spots that 
will be open for election this year  as well as the 
possibility of changing to a five-person board; ap-
proved a request by Superintendent Stephen 
Schiell to move personnel reports to the Consent 
Agenda portion of the meetings; and heard an in-
depth enrollment report from RE-1J Director of 
Finance Adam Rogers.        
  New personnel include 

Students Annabelle Ensor and Zachary Vincent, above, 
performed the Last Summer Scene from the upcoming 
production of Mamma Mia! for the Montrose County RE-
1J Board of Education at the regular school board 
meeting of March 12. Mamma Mia runs March 29-31, @ 
the Magic Circle Theatre.  

Continued pg 19 
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ANSWERING THE CALL: MCSO DEPUTY TRAVIS THOMPSON 

By Gail Marvel 
MONTROSE-Montrose County Sheriff’s 
Office (MCSO) Deputy Travis Thompson 
grew up in Rifle, and worked in construc-
tion until the bottom fell out of the econo-
my in 2008. He then lived in Parachute 
and worked in the oil fields for more than 
10 years. He said, “We were looking for a 
different place to raise our family and 
started making steps to get out of the oil 
fields.”  
  When Thompson decided to become a 
police officer he put himself through the 
academy in Glenwood Springs. “It felt like 
the thing to do, like this is what God put 
me here to do. It fits with my skill set.” 
Describing the three-month academy ex-
perience he said, “I had a lot to learn. It 
was challenging, but it was a labor of love 
so to speak, so it wasn’t that bad. I learned 
the basics and the Fourth Amendment — 
when you can search, when you can de-
tain.” A position opened in Montrose and 
Thompson has now been a patrol deputy 
for two years.  
  Recalling his first day on the job Thomp-
son said, “Each new hire gets a file cabinet 
drawer with his last name on it. My train-
ing officer asked the other deputies about 
my first name and when no one knew it he 
said, “I’m going to call him Eugene.” I 
walked into the office and he said, “Sit 
down. Your name is Eugene. From now on 
we’re going to call you Eugene.” I said 
OK.” Travis laughed and said, “Now every-
body calls me Eugene. There are probably 
a few people who still don’t know my 
name is Travis.”  
  Although law enforcement officers learn 
the basics in the academy, deputies also 
carry a condensed version of the Colorado 
Revised Statutes (CRS) in their vehicles. 
Thompson said, “It’s bigger than the Bible! 
You remember most of the things, but I 

refer to the book if I need to. The last 
thing I want to do is screw up and charge 
someone that shouldn’t be charged. It’s 
worth taking three minutes to look some-
thing up rather than falsely accuse some-
one.” 
  The most stressful aspect of his job, “Any 
incident involving kids always stinks. It 
could be a two-year-old choking on a hot 
dog that will get your blood pumping. 
After the call you have to take a step back 
and get your wits about you. It can get 
pretty intense.” 
  The most enjoyable part of his job, 
“Speaking with normal people. Some peo-
ple look at a badge as a mark of authority, 
but I look at it as a shield to protect peo-
ple. It’s nice to help people and I want to 
create change in the dynamic. We’re here 
to help people.” 
  And the least enjoyable, “PAPERWORK! 
Jeepers, you can never guess the amount 
of paperwork it takes. Holy crud. There are 
four-hours of paperwork to handle a DUI 
[Driving Under the Influence].” Thompson 
laughed and said, “In construction you 
could get by if you are 95 percent correct, 
but when you’re writing a report it needs 
to be 100 percent correct. If it’s not cor-
rect you’re gonna be in trouble!” 
  Thompson feels his most valuable skill set 
is the ability to read people. “My dad 
taught us [brothers] to be observant with 
people and to our surroundings.  The art 
of finesse is involved in reading people, 
but once I assess a situation I cut to the 
chase. If a guy is out at 2:30 in the morn-
ing and he said he just came from the gro-
cery store and he doesn’t have any gro-
cery bags you know something is wrong.” 
  Thompson works 12-hour shifts, but in 
his time off he likes to hunt and fish. “I’m a 
hunting fool. I’ll go anywhere and hunt 
anything.” Thompson also does small con-

struction projects in his spare time.  
  As for aspirations and goals he said, “I’m 
on SWAT and the next step is taking a Fire-
arms Instructor class. I hadn’t realized how 
many avenues there are for advancement, 
but right now I want to be a better officer 
and leader, both officially and unofficially. 
I think someday being a Field Training 
Officer would be good.”  
  Thompson would like the community to 
know, “We’re a group of people like eve-
ryone else, we’re not perfect. Our kids go 
to school with your kids, we shop at the 
same grocery stores. Think of us like a 
neighbor who is going to show up when 
bad things happen.”  
  Thompson’s advice to citizens, “Get to 

know your neighbors. If you have a prob-

lem with your neighbor talk to him. In so-

ciety we’re losing the ability to talk to one 

another.” 

MCSO Deputy Travis Thompson. Courtesy 
photo. 

http://www.montrosemirror.com
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REGIONAL  
NEWS BRIEFS 

CRIME STOPPERS ALERT: 
STOLEN SNOWMOBILE 

Montrose Regional Crime Stoppers 
MONTROSE-Montrose Regional 
Crime Stoppers, Inc. and the Mont-
rose County Sheriff’s Department are 
seeking the help of citizens to identi-
fy and locate the suspect(s) who 
stole a snowmobile on Jan. 23 in 
Montrose County.  Anyone with in-
formation about this crime or the 
identity of the perpetrator(s) or any 
other crimes may call Crime Stoppers 
anonymously at 970-249-8500, use 
the free mobile app P3 Tips, or pro-
vide information via P3tips.com. 
Crime Stoppers wants your infor-
mation, not your identity. If the Tip 
results in an arrest, the Tipster may 
receive a cash award. For additional 
information, please view our Face-
book page, www.facebook.com/
montroseregionalcrimestoppers. 
Crime prevention and crime solution 
are everyone’s responsibility. 

http://www.montrosedowntown.com/
http://www.expresspros.com/
http://www.facebok.com/montroseregionalcrimestoppers
http://www.facebok.com/montroseregionalcrimestoppers


The Montrose Mirror  |  March 18, 2019 Page 4 

 

 
MIRROR CLASSIFIEDS: EMPLOYMENT 3-18-19 

MANUFACTURING TECHNICIAN: Entry-level position within manufacturing. Must be familiar with CNC Machines and 

have general Computer Skills. Pay is 15.45/hr. This is for the swing shift (3pm - 1:30am) but must be open to both shifts 

(5am-3:30pm). Work four 10-hour days, Monday - Thursday, sometimes overtime on Fridays. 
Apply today at expresspros.com/montroseco or call 970-249-5202. 
 
TRUSS BUILDERS: 
Our client is seeking Truss Builders. Pay is 11.75/hr. Must be able to assemble pre-cut wooden parts to build trusses 
and similar supports used in construction. Also, place metal reinforcement plates over connecting joints and connects 
parts at joints, using a hammer, screwdriver and pneumatic staple gun. Apply today at expresspros.com/montroseco 
or call 970-249-5202. 
 
EXPERIENCED LUMBER YARD WORKER: 
Our client is seeking an Experienced Lumber Yard Worker w/ 2 year minimum of experience. Temp to hire and comes 
with mandatory over-time during the busy season. Drug screen and background check required. Great company with 
amazing benefits! Health insurance, sick and vacation time, just to name a few! Apply today at expresspros.com/
montroseco or call 970-249-5202. 

FPC MONTROSE IS LOOKING FOR PART-TIME CHOIR DIRECTOR!  

 
Purpose of Job: To provide excellence in all aspects of music at First Presbyterian Church, for the sake of worship, as 
well as Christian discipleship in the preparation of that music. 
Qualifications: 
Spiritual gift mix. 
Evidence of a strong faith in Jesus Christ. 
Demonstration of being a team player. 
Demonstration of the ability to envision and create the musical component of worship which addresses the whole per-
son and all generations. 
Musical abilities as Director of Choir 
Endorsement and demonstration of sharing the vision, statement of faith, commitments, and philosophy of First Pres-
byterian Church. 
Responsibilities: 
In cooperation with the Worship Coordinator, Worship Team, and Senior Pastor, developing the musical component of 
the Sunday morning worship services of FPC. 
Arrange for special music as needed. 
Assist in recruitment and coordination of musicians 
Plan, conduct and evaluate a program of music appreciation and training for members of the designated choir. 
Plan and conduct scheduled choir rehearsals. 
Serve as choir director at worship and other special events as needed. 
Call Connie Williams, (970) 744-8626 or email her at cb13williams@gmail.com for more information. 

mailto:cb13williams@gmail.com
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MIRROR CLASSIFIEDS: EMPLOYMENT 3-18-19 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY IN WESTERN COLORADO 
Youth Ministry Summer Internship 
May-August 2019 
“Ah, Colorado… Hey, wait a minute, I’m just looking for an exciting opportunity in youth or children’s ministry with a 
great bunch of kids and a caring church where I will be respected, supported and given freedom to do all I can to share 
my heart for Christ and impact lives for the kingdom. I want to live in a thriving community with opportunity for out-
door adventure, crazy fun, well – and some serious stuff, too…. But, Western Colorado does sound pretty good….” 
  You may be the special one who God is calling to our church! We are seeking a team of energetic and happy interns 
for summer youth ministry (6th-12th grades. Our intern program includes working with an intern team in relational 
ministry, learning from a great team of leaders and staff, and getting the opportunity to design and implement a varie-
ty of programs, including community outreach.  
  This is hands-on learning in a great multi-generational church. The 2019 summer intern program runs from Monday, 
May 20 to Tuesday, Aug. 13. We provide housing (room and board with a host family), a weekly stipend, and a scholar-
ship or payment at the end of the summer.  
  You’ll laugh, you’ll cry, and you’ll experience the love of Christ in tremendous ways! Open to college students, 19 
years or older, who have a dynamic and mature faith, and who are teachable, lovable, and fun.  If interested, please go 
to the internship opportunities page on our website –or click here FPC Montrose Intern Program—to download the 
job description and application form. Or email interns@fpcmontrose.com for more information.  
  Note: Some schools may allow you to earn credits with this summer internship. 

Special to the Mirror 
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE– The Town of Mountain Village is now accepting applications for its 2019 summer Market on the Plaza, Moun-
tain Village’s weekly farmers market held in Heritage Plaza, just a gondola ride away from Telluride. Local and regional farmers, 
growers, food producers and artisans are invited to apply by April 1, 2019 to be considered for the Market on the Plaza, held each 
Wednesday, June 19-Aug. 28 11 a.m.-4 p.m.  For more information about Market on the Plaza and to apply, please visit townof-
mountainvillage.com/vendor.  For questions please reach out to Dohnal at (970) 369.8236 or zdohnal@mtnvillage.org. 

VENDORS: APPLY NOW FOR MT. VILLAGE MARKET ON THE PLAZA  

http://www.montrosehomes.net/
https://www.fpcmontrose.com/youth-intern-program
https://townofmountainvillage.com/market-plaza/become-a-market-on-the-plaza-vendor/
https://townofmountainvillage.com/market-plaza/become-a-market-on-the-plaza-vendor/
mailto:zdohnal@mtnvillage.org
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RIDGWAY COMMUNITY 
BACKS LIBRARY  
EXPANSION From pg 1 

at 300 Charles Street, to accommodate the 
needs of the community. The move brought 
more users than ever through the doors, includ-
ing a strong increase in the number of younger 
patrons. 
  According to Friends of the Ridgway Library 
web site, in 2017, the library logged more than 
56,000 visits in a county with a population of 
4,844. 
  Today, the Ridgway Library is once again plan-
ning to expand. 
  “This is a very popular library,” Williams said. 
“Basically, we’re out of room.” 
  It was after attending the Library Journal Design 
Institute last year that Williams and Library Di-
rector Kristen Moberg realized that expansion 
was necessary, “Maybe now is the right time.” 
  Library specialists Humphries Poli Architects of 
Denver completed a conceptual design for an 
expanded library building. The new facility will 
include an addition dedicated to children and 
young adults, and there will be a room just for 
teens. 
  “Kristen and I have been going around touring 
libraries,” Williams said. “In so many of them, 
the teens are in a little, forgotten corner.” 
  The new space will also allow the library to ex-
pand its collection, and there will be a communi-
ty meeting room that can be divided into two 
smaller spaces for study or work, Williams said. 
  “For Ridgway, this is really the only space that’s 
free,” Williams said. “Having this new activity 
room…just having enough space for tables and 
chairs and being able to close the door without 
disturbing anyone…will be huge. 
  “It will be nice to have flexible space; we are 
excited to have outdoor space, and a discovery 
garden for kids,” she said. With a preliminary 
cost estimate of $1,250,000 for the expansion, 
the Friends of the Ridgway Library are spear-
heading fundraising efforts. More than $400K 
has already been raised locally, and plans are in 
place for outreach to foundations and grantors.  
  “The community support is amazing,” Williams 
said. “We just returned from a presentation to 
DOLA; they were impressed.” 
  Friends of the Ridgway Library will hear from 
DOLA in April as to the success of a recent grant 
application. In the meantime, those who would 
like a personal tour of the library are welcome to 
call; the phone number is 970-656-5252. 
  To donate, click here. 

http://www.brownandbrownpc.com/
https://www.friendsofridgwaylibrary.org/library-expansion
https://www.friendsofridgwaylibrary.org/library-expansion
https://www.friendsofridgwaylibrary.org/donate
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

COLORADO’S LAW ABIDING CITIZENS OPPOSE ‘RED FLAG BILL’ 

Editor: 
Of course in the ‘final form’ of the Sex Ed 
law summary presented by our good Sen-
ator Coram in the Montrose Mirror last 
week there is absolutely no mention made 
of the LGBTQ stuff.  Conveniently 
omitted? Or are we to assume that it was 
it really stricken from the bill?  One needs 
to wonder  just what ‘Comprehensive’ 
really means as used in this law or in the 
Senator’s article.  To leave what is taught 
to the ‘teacher’s best judgment’ is malar-
key; just what will be taught if the teacher 
thinks LGBTQ is best? 
   Still the good Senator stops short of re-
plying to my original and most basic ques-
tion about his participation with the bill 
and that was, “Why did we have to find 
out about his sponsorship through the 
back door”.  Since the subject has surfaced 
he has (or someone has in his stead) 
written two long letters to the Montrose 
Mirror which indicates that someone in 

his office knows how and to whom to 
write.  To explain things to us.  To tell us 
what is going on.  So why not keep us in-
formed ahead of time?  To us it is for us to 
be informed; to him it is so we can hold 
him accountable. 
   A couple of weeks ago the “Red Flag” bill 
pops up right out of the blue.  Another bill 
the subject of which is near and dear to 
the hearts of his west slope conservative 
base.  A law which arguably violates the 
2nd, 4th, 8th and 14th amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States, pushed 
forward by our liberal State Senate and 
nary a word, article or headline to the 
Senator’s constituents.  Not even a Town 
Hall meeting to marshal our conservative 
forces, get letters written and phone calls 
made in an effort to squash a lengthy 
tome of poorly written rhetoric ostensibly 
put forth to save a poor soul from suicide 
(which I agree should be done) but not at 
the expense of Colorado’s law abiding 

citizens. What other poor legislation 
written by rank amateurs has been ‘snuck’ 
through this session? 
   Other counties were put on high alert in 
advance!  And before it made our newspa-
pers!  Why not us?  After all, if we wish to 
appear in Denver to make our voices 
heard and to support our Senator it takes 
a little more planning than someone from 
Boulder.  Senator ‘Don’, don’t you think 
that a short article in the MDP or the 
Montrose Mirror a few weeks ago would 
be better than all your ‘damage’ control in 
your last several articles? 
   I must compliment Sheriff Lillard for join-
ing the several other sheriffs who have 
indicated concern about this ‘lawless law’.   
   I have little doubt that Senator Coram 
will vote against such an ‘offal’ bill but not 
informing his constituents so that they 
could help him defeat it is tantamount to 
giving up on the issue from the get-go! 
Bill Bennett, Montrose 

http://www.scottsprinting.com/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

EROSION OF REPUBLIC – HISTORICAL RESPONSE 
Editor: 
In response to a letter to the editor pub-
lished in the Feb 25th issue, I urge the edi-
torial staff to either respond (it was your 
choice to publish the letter), hopefully by 
someone on the staff who is more knowl-
edgeable about our history than Mr. 
Stockton.  This is my response, though I 
am not a historian.  As best that I know, 
the history of how our federal election 

process has many changes since the be-
ginning.  First and foremost, the President 
and Vice President did not run togeth-
er.  The top two electoral vote getters 
were chosen for each position.  Second, 
the electors where chosen by the state 
legislators, not allocated by popular vote.   
  Winner take all from a state is also not as 
it was.  In addition, Senators where not 
chosen by popular vote.     

  I agree with the change to popular vote 
for the President and doing away with a 
process that was invoked to keep the 
slave states happy during the writing of 
the Constitution. 
  I guess I get tired of fundamentalists in 
our society who get the fundamentals 
wrong, and editorial staffs deciding to 
publish such rants. 
Douglas Crawford, Montrose 

HB19-1032 IS AN ESSENTIAL STEP FORWARD 
Editor: 
On behalf of the Colorado Foundation for 
Universal Health Care, I urge Colorado 
legislators to pass HB19-1032 for Compre-
hensive Human Sexuality Education.  
 The Colorado Foundation for Universal 
Health Care is a non-profit, non-partisan 
organization that seeks to improve health 
care for all Coloradans. We believe that 
sex education is an important and crucial 
element of health care and it is necessary 
to the advancement of social justice, gen-
der equality, and civil rights.  
 This legislation will help promote healthy 
relationships by providing for comprehen-
sive sexual education classes that have 
been proven to increase young people's 
skills in making decisions about their 
health and sexual behavior. Such classes 

also serve to reduce discrimination and 
marginalization of LGBTQ Coloradans.  
 The United Nations Population Fund has 
found that some sex education programs 
have delayed initiation of sexual inter-
course by 37 %, reduced the frequency of 
sex by 31 %, reduced the number of sexu-
al partners by 44 % and increased the use 
of condoms and contraception by 40 %.
(Comprehensive Sexuality Education: Ad-
vancing Human Rights, Gender Equality 
and Improved Sexual and Reproductive 
Health, https://www.unfpa.org.) 
 As a former volunteer educator with 
Conhecimento é Poder (Knowledge is 
Power), an HIV/AIDS education and pre-
vention project of Concern America in 
rural Mozambique, I have had personal 
experience with the value and need for 

sex education in disease prevention. Arm-
ing young people with facts and 
knowledge about sexuality dispels myths 
and misconceptions and empowers them 
to protect themselves from disease and 
exploitation.  
  Knowledge is power. Knowledge enables 
young people to more safely negotiate 
their intimate relationships on the basis of 
facts and within the context of their own 
personal boundaries.  
 HB19-1032 is an essential step toward 
better physical and mental health for our 
young people and deserves your vote. 
  Yours truly, 
James R. Potter 
Volunteer Legislative Coordinator 
Colorado Foundation for Universal Health 
Care 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-FonBlt0ls9u-6Cwptd-fCPpA7xNPvjccQt9QrjN01dvgZWjo4cV5Q48BCBeRwISNAP--myf4F8IzqwPrHqSfMvY_-CItsZPOu7Le4MGl2hHD86U2-473pod7Hx1czsWTtefat017kXYZsDFG9QYmqxaibpo7eIzCtiojcQtXZ0=&c=21sXK17zYIqvmAhkjMgznYwUJjESUhD-m7AwbTgJ5ygGhUTLHS6oT
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS 

Colorado Workforce Center 
COLORADO-Employers in Colorado added 
2,400 nonfarm payroll jobs from Decem-
ber to January for a total of 2,749,300 
jobs, according to the survey of business 
establishments. Private sector payroll jobs 
increased 1,200 and government in-
creased 1,200. 
  According to the survey of households, 

the unemployment rate increased one-
tenth of a percentage point from Decem-
ber to January to 3.7 percent. The number 
of people actively participating in the labor 
force increased 6,400 to 3,135,100 and 
total employment increased 3,200 to 
3,018,300, causing the number of unem-
ployed to increase 3,200. The larger in-
crease in the labor force than in total em-

ployment caused the number of unem-
ployed to increase 3,200 and the unem-
ployment rate to increase to 3.7 percent. 
The national unemployment rate in-
creased one-tenth of a percentage point in 
January to 4.0 percent. 
  Over the year, the average workweek for 
all employees on private nonfarm payrolls 
decreased from 33.2 to 32.7 hours and 
average hourly earnings increased from 
$28.21 to $30.18.  
  The largest over the month private sector 
job gains were in construction, education 
and health services, and leisure and hospi-
tality. Professional and business services 
and financial activities declined over the 
month. 
  Over the year, nonfarm payroll jobs in-
creased 49,300 with an increase of 46,000 
in the private sector and an increase of 
3,300 in government. The largest private 
sector job gains were in professional and 
business services, leisure and hospitality, 
and trade, transportation, and utilities. 
Financial activities declined over the year.  
  The annual growth rate of Colorado non-
farm payroll jobs was 2.4 percent in 2018, 
revised down from the previously pub-
lished 2.7 percent. Colorado annual job 
growth has exceeded 2.0 percent the past 
seven years, the longest such streak since 
nine consecutive years from 1992 to 2000. 
The U.S. annual payroll jobs growth rate in 
2018 was 1.7 percent. 
  Over the year, the unemployment rate is 
up eight-tenths of a percentage point from 
2.9 percent. The number of Coloradans 
participating in the labor force increased 
88,500, total employment increased 
58,700 and the number of unemployed 
increased 29,800. The national unemploy-
ment rate declined from 4.1 percent in 
January 2018 to 4.0 percent in January 
2019. 
  The annual unemployment rate for Colo-
rado was 3.3 percent in 2018, revised up 
from the previously published 3.0 percent. 
The U.S. unemployment rate in 2018 was 
3.9 percent.  

EMPLOYERS IN COLORADO ADDED 2,400 NONFARM PAYROLL JOBS 

http://www.coloradoyogahouse.com/
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OPINION/EDITORIAL: LETTERS 

LET’S DO SOMETHING ABOUT FEDERAL GOVT. OVERREACH 

Dear Editor: 
Approximately 75% of Republicans and 
50% of Democrats nationally favor term 
limits on members of Congress and feder-
al judges.  Many Americans are concerned 
about out of control federal spending and 
a national debt exceeding $22 tril-
lion.  Many Americans are sick of the ever 
expanding alphabet soup of federal agen-
cies (DOE, OSHA, EPA, BLM, etc.) that run 
too much of our daily lives.  Will Congress 
ever do anything about these is-
sues?  No.  But there is another way you 
can. 
  Our founding fathers wrote Article V of 
the U.S. Constitution to provide a path for 
proposing amendments to the Constitu-

tion without having to rely on Congress to 
do it.  Our founders did this because they 
had personal experience with an out of 
control British parliament and wanted the 
citizens to be able to rein in an out of con-
trol Congress.  Consequently, Article V 
permits the states’ legislatures to convene 
a “convention for proposing amend-
ment” (not a “constitutional conven-
tion").  Fourteen states’ legislatures al-
ready have adopted the necessary resolu-
tion.  Only 20 more states are re-
quired.  When that happens, all the states 
will be able to propose amendments at 
an “Article V Convention.”   That’s a safe 
way for citizens to propose amendments 
because the subject matters are restricted 

to federal term limits, federal spending, 
and federal agency overreach.  Further, 
any proposed amendment will have to be 
ratified in the normal way, by 38 of the 50 
states. 
  If you want to set the federal govern-
ment back on the right track, contact 
me.  I’ll help you get involved. 
Join the grassroots movement to check 
Federal overreach.   
Article V Perspectives,  
Joe Fockler, Montrose 
Sponsored by 
Colorado Convention of States Action                                                                                          
Contact Joe Fockler for more information 
 jfockler53@gmail.com 
Find Us on facebook.com/COSProjectCO/  

http://www.christineledesma.com/
https://conventionofstates.com/?ref=37882
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CITY CONSIDERS ALCOHOL USE @ FIELD HOUSE; 
SUNSHADES & TABLES FOR CENTENNIAL PLAZA 

Mirror staff report 
MONTROSE-Montrose City Council will 
convene for a work session on Monday, 
March 18, and for a regular City Council 
meeting on Tuesday, March 19. 
WORK SESSION 
New City Employees 
Two new City staffers will be introduced 
at the work session of March 19. Joining 
staff are Assistant City Attorney Rachel 
Allen and Utilities Worker Justin Lachner. 
Discussion Items 
Council will discuss authorizing the con-
sumption of alcohol at the Montrose Rec-
reation District Field House; an Intergov-
ernmental Agreement with the Montrose 
Recreation District; a community develop-
ment block grant for the Center for Men-
tal Health; tables and sunshades for Cen-
tennial Plaza; and the Klippert Addition 
Annexation. 
  Included in the work session packet are 
reports from the Region 10 League for 
Economic Assistance & Planning and the 
Montrose County Housing Authority. 
Future Discussions 
Items set for future City Council work ses-
sions and meetings include: Existing short-
term rental regulations and possible addi-
tional short-term rental compliance pro-
cesses; a community block party special 
events liquor permit; and an annual grant 
report, to be considered April 1. 
  City Manager and City Attorney evalua-
tions and selection of Mayor and Mayor 
Pro-Tem for the Upcoming Term will be 
April 2. 
  On April 15 City Council will consider 
revisions to the City’s Municipal Animal 
Control Code. 
  On April 16, City Council will discuss 
proclamations for Earth Week and Arbor 
Day; the J&L Jones Liquor License renewal 
and transfer; a liquor license renewal and 
transfer for Sam’s Tavern; a liquor license 

transfer application for Divot’s restaurant 
at Black Canyon Golf Course; and a new 
liquor license application for Froggy’s 
Taco’s.  
  A discussion of job creation and housing 
incentives and consideration of requested 
job creation incentives for the River Valley 
Health Center will be May 6. 
REGULAR MEETING 
METSA 
Following approval of Consent Agenda 
items, Montrose City Council will consider 
approving Ordinance 2469 on second 
reading, delegating authority to the Board 
of Directors of the Montrose Emergency 
Telephone Service Authority (METSA). 
Repeal of prior regulations on smoking 
and tobacco use 
Council will consider approving Ordinance 
2470 on first reading, repealing Title 6 
Chapter 1 Section 27 dated Feb. 15, 2011, 
Title 8 Chapter 2 dated April 4, 2001, and 
Title 6 Chapter 1 Section 6 dated Feb. 15, 

2011, of the Official Code of the City of 
Montrose. 
Miami/Hillcrest Roundabout Project 
Council will consider awarding a construc-
tion contract to K&D Construction of 
Grand Junction for the total amount of 
$1,660,260.61, including a 10-percent 
contingency, and engineering support and 
survey stakeout contracts to Felsburg, 
Holt & Ullevig and Del-Mont Consultants 
not to exceed $64,300 on an as-needed, 
time and materials basis. 
Vehicle and Equipment purchase recom-
mendations 
Council will consider awarding the pur-
chase of two replacement Ford F-150 Su-
per Crew trucks to Montrose Ford for the 
total price of $84,256 and the purchase of 
three Hustler Super Z mowers to Great 
Expectations of Grand Junction for the 
total price of $34,873.56. 
  Following staff reports, Council will ad-
journ. 

Montrose City Council will convene for a work session on Monday, March 18, and 
for a regular City Council meeting on Tuesday, March 19. Mirror file photo. 

 

https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3113
https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3111
https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3111
https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3113
https://www.cityofmontrose.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/3111
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MONTROSE COUNTY OPPOSES REINTRODUCTION OF WOLVES; INCREASES  

ACTIVE ELIGIBLE ELECTORS IN PRECINCTS; REVISES GRANTS POLICY 

By Caitlin Switzer 
MONTROSE-Pastor Fritz Krieger of the 
Montrose Seventh Day Adventist Church 
led the invocation for the Montrose Board 
of County Commissioners (BOCC) regular 
meeting of Wednesday, March 13. There 
were no changes to the agenda, and no 
comment was heard from the public on 
non-agenda items. 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Consent Agenda items were unanimously 
approved, including a settlement agree-
ment with Fairgrounds Indoor Arena & 
Event Center Contractor Ridgway Valley 
Enterprises. 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
Resolution 08-2019 
County Manager Ken Norris presented 
information on Resolution 08-2019, Op-
posing the Re-introduction of Wolves into 
Colorado. 
  “As you know, there’s been a lot of oppo-
sition to the reintroduction of wolves in 
Colorado,” Norris said. “…It is very harmful 
to livestock, it is very harmful to the wild-
life. Particularly in Western Colorado 
there is a lot of opposition to that.” 
  Comments received from the public have 
expressed opposition, Norris said. He read 
Resolution 08-2019 into the record and 
recommended approval. 
  Said Commissioner Keith Caddy, “I think 
this is a good move of the commissioners 
of Montrose County to protect our local 
stock growers, our tourist business, and 
our hunting business here in the State of 
Colorado—(with) millions of dollars 
brought in by sportsmen every year, I 
think this would adversely affect that busi-
ness.” 
  Resolution 08-2019 was approved unani-
mously. 
Resolution 09-2019 
Montrose County Clerk & Recorder Tressa 
Guynes presented Resolution 09-2019, to 
increase the established number of active 

eligible electors within the 
current precincts in Mont-
rose County from 1,500 to 
2,000, as provided in C.R.S. 
1-5-101(3). 
  “Montrose County has 28 
precincts. By statute…each 
precinct has 1,500 eligible 
electors,” Guynes said. “We 
have two precincts of the 
28 that have exceeded the 
1,500 recently, because of 
the influx in residents and 
the influx in people who are 
registering to vote.” 
  Statute allows precincts to 
be increased to 2,000 elec-
tors, she said. “That’s what I’m asking…
that we increase the active eligible elec-
tors established number from 1,500 to 
2,000.” 
  Resolution 09-2019 was approved unani-
mously. 
Resolution 10-2019 
Resolution 10-2019, regarding an update 
to the grants policy of Montrose County, 
was presented by Deputy County Manager 
Jon Waschbusch. 
  “This is a revised policy that more accu-
rately reflects the process and practices of 
the County at this time,” Waschbusch 
said. “The existing grants policy is from 
2013, which was a time when the County 
had attempted to centralize the oversight 
and administration of all grants. We had a 
dedicated grants manager at that time.” 
  The County has since moved away from 
that policy; grants are once more the re-
sponsibility of department heads, he said. 
  “I think it’s wise to send it back to the 
department heads. They know their 
grants, and they know their needs…I think 
this is a great idea,” Caddy said. 
  “It saves money too,” BOCC Vice Chair 
Roger Rask said. “Because we don’t have 
to carry that grant writer position like we 

have in the past…it just makes sense to 
me. Our people know what they’re doing. 
We put a lot of trust in our managers… 
they’re very capable of writing these 
grants.” 
  “And we’re streamlining government,” 
BOCC Chair Sue Hansen said. Resolution 
10-2019 was approved unanimously. 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
Item E-1, a public hearing on the FirstNet 
program, was withdrawn by the applicant, 
Planning & Development Director Steve 
White said.  A proposal by the Internation-
al Church of the Foursquare Gospel to 
divide an 11-acre lot into three lots passed 
unanimously. 
MONTROSE COUNTY LOCAL LIQUOR LI-
CENSING AUTHORITY 
Liquor Licensing Clerk Eloise Lentz pre-
sented an application for a fermented 
malt beverage license for James Newber-
ry, dba Newberry’s Store and Rock Shop@ 
82119 East 45 Hwy 50, Cimarron. No com-
plaints have been reported by the Sheriff’s 
Office regarding the applicant, Lentz said. 
The application was unanimously ap-
proved. 
  Reconvening as the BOCC, commission-
ers voted to adjourn. 

Liquor Licensing Clerk Eloise Lentz presented an application 
for a fermented malt beverage license for James Newberry, 
dba Newberry’s Store and Rock Shop in Cimarron.  

http://montrosecounty.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1222
http://montrosecounty.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1222
http://montrosecounty.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1222
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1222&meta_id=68235
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1222&meta_id=68235
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1222&meta_id=68238
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1222&meta_id=68240
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1222&meta_id=68248
https://montrosecounty.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=1222&meta_id=68248
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WESTERN SLOPE YOUTH LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 

Montrose High School Student Council welcomed more than 230 students from 14 schools to the 
annual Western Slope Leadership Summit at Grace Community Church on March 12, to talk about 
issues, share ideas and build upon their experiences as young leaders. According to MHS Student 
Councilors DeAndre Evans and Maggie MacHale, planning for the 2019 Summit began in November. 
“They care and they want to do good,” Student Council Advisor Rene Manual said. “It matters.” 
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RE-IJ CONSIDERS FIVE-SEAT, AT LARGE BOARD From pg 1 

Cottonwood Elementary School Principal 
Jack Christensen. 
  District F Director Phoebe Benziger was 
not in attendance. 
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
Ensor and Vincent broke into song and 
dance, giving a spirited performance for 
the Board of Education, RE-1J staff, the 
public, and teachers Jenna Henry and 
Chris Shima. 
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 
Allison Nadel of Altrusa presented Altrusa 
Apple awards to Rusty George of Mont-
rose High School, Mark Liebenthal of 
Olathe Middle/High School; Dinah Irwin of 
Columbine Middle School; and Susan 
Reich of Northside Elementary School (not 
present). 
  Administrative Assistant Deann Balash 
announced that Montrose Community 
Foundation awarded a $2,500 grant to 
Northside Elementary School for their 
Library renovation project to update and 
improve the learning environment, and 
that Joe Archuleta has been selected as 
the 3A Athletic Director of the Year by 
Colorado Athletic Directors Association. 
  Oak Grove Elementary School Principal 
Dana Carpenter recognized English as a 
Second Language (ESL) Teacher Chris Ma-
drid and computer paraprofessional Ce-
leste Gatt.  
  “One of my favorite nights of the year is 
when we celebrate staff,” Carpenter said 
as she thanked Madrid and Gatt for their 
contributions to Oak Grove. At Oak Grove, 
decisions about recognition are made 
collaboratively, Carpenter said. 
BOARD ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATES 
District E Director Sarah Fishering updated 
the board on the work of the curriculum 
committee. “The curriculum committee 
met, with the folks from Vista (Charter 
School),” Fishering said. “We had a good 
conversation about the work on the new 
charter; there are a lot of areas where we 
agree. 
  “Everybody was keen to move forward in 
a constructive manner, to serve the stu-
dents who go to that campus to the best 
of our ability,” she said. 
  The Safety Committee has won several 
grants, RE-1J Board of Education President 

Tom West said, and “the ball’s rolling” on 
the Olathe Track Project. 
  Vice President Gayle Johnson said, “This 
is an exciting opportunity for the City of 
Olathe and we are excited to be a part of 
it.” 
  Directors voted unanimously to move 
the start time of the March 26 work ses-
sion to 5 p.m. 
COMMUNITY INPUT 
No comments were heard from the com-
munity.  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
RE-1J Superintendent Stephen Schiell in-
formed the Board of Education that the 
Severe Allergy Committee has been 
meeting regularly and would welcome a 
representative from the board of educa-
tion. Johnson agreed to serve, with Fisher-
ing as alternate. 
  Administrative Assistant Laurie Laird fa-
cilitated a discussion about the 2019 
school board election. 
“Four seats are up this year,” Laird said. 
“We have talked in the past about chang-
ing to five directors, at large…we have to 
let the county know by July.” 
  Currently there are seven board seats, 
with designated districts. 
  Said West, “We need to make sure that 
Olathe is represented. Let’s take a look at 
this in our next work session.” 
“I do have some reservations,” Fishering 
said. 
  Said Laird, “At one of my conferences in 
Cherry Creek this was discussed…most 
larger districts have five-person boards.” 
  Schiell asked for and was granted per-
mission to move the personnel report to 
the Consent Agenda. 
ENROLLMENT REPORT 
Director of Finance Adam Rogers provided 
information on current enrollment in RE-
1J schools. The District has 100 fewer stu-
dents than it did in 2015-2016, he noted. 
In March of 2019 there are 76 fewer stu-
dents than there were in March of 2018.  
“It’s not anything to get upset about,” 
Rogers said.  
  Fewer students are coming to the Mont-
rose schools from other places, he said. 
“It’s nothing to get kind of worked up 
over.” 

  District A Director Jeff Bachman asked 
whether students who leave local schools 
to attend other districts are continuing to 
live in Montrose. “We have some kids 
who transfer from Olathe to Delta…we 
want to know why they are leaving.” 
  Director of Instructional Services Jessica 
Beller said that the Engagement Center at 
Montrose High School, established for 
dropout prevention, has 25 students. 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER UPDATE 
Early Childhood Center Director Penny 
Harris was not present, but information is 
included in the meeting packet. 
REVISED BOARD POLICIES 
Fishering provided a recap of the policies 
concerning Parent Notification of Employ-
ee Criminal Charges; Staff Conduct; and 
Support Staff Recruiting/Hiring, which 
were approved on second reading.  
CONSENT AGENDA 
Consent Agenda items were approved 
unanimously. 
NEW BUSINESS 
Amended Board policy DKC, Expense Au-
thorization/Reimbursement, was ap-
proved unanimously on first reading. 
PERSONNEL REPORT 
Cottonwood Elementary School has a new 
principal, Jack Christensen, and Montrose 
High School has a new Assistant Principal, 
Oscar Cervantes.  
  Said Johnson, “We should be really 
proud as a district that we had such highly 
qualified people applying for that job.” 
  Directors unanimously approved the 
Personnel Report. 
  With no further business the meeting 
was adjourned. 

Altrusa Representative Allison Nadel  
presents an Apple Award to Educator Rusty 
George of Montrose High School. 

https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/BAALBX4D2E72/$file/OGES%20Staff%20Recognition.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/BAALBX4D2E72/$file/OGES%20Staff%20Recognition.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/BAALBX4D2E72/$file/OGES%20Staff%20Recognition.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/BAALBX4D2E72/$file/OGES%20Staff%20Recognition.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/B9ZVMZ6204BC/$file/March%202019%20Enrollment.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/BAB2HR78861A/$file/March%2012%2C%202019%20Enrollment%20Report.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/BA2LS654E2E2/$file/acf-im-hs-19-01.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/BA2LS854E3FD/$file/Data%20Dashboard%20February%202019%20(2).pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/B9JLMB64E9EE/$file/KDBA-E%20Parent%20Notificaiton%20of%20Employee%20Criminal%20Charges.%20Sample%20Notice%20%20Feb%2019.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/B9JLMB64E9EE/$file/KDBA-E%20Parent%20Notificaiton%20of%20Employee%20Criminal%20Charges.%20Sample%20Notice%20%20Feb%2019.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/B9JLME64E9F4/$file/GBEB-R2%20Staff%20Conduct%20Feb%2019.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/B9JLMH64E9F7/$file/GDE%20GDF-R%20Support%20Staff%20RecruitingHiring%20Dec%2018.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/Public
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/B9ZQAH653388/$file/DKC%20Expense%20Authorization%20Reimbursment%20Mar%2019.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/B9ZQAH653388/$file/DKC%20Expense%20Authorization%20Reimbursment%20Mar%2019.pdf
https://www.boarddocs.com/co/montrose/Board.nsf/files/BA869Q82B420/$file/Personnel%20Report%203-12-19%20REVISED.pdf
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REGIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 

SAN MIGUEL COUNTY RECEIVES GOCO GRANT  
FOR FAIRGROUNDS RENOVATION & UPGRADE PROJECT 

Special to Art & Sol 
SAN MIGUEL COUNTY-The Great Outdoors 
Colorado (GOCO) Board has awarded 
$157,103 to the San Miguel County Fair-
grounds & Regional Park Outdoor Arena 
Renovation & Upgrade Project. 
  One of 17 projects selected for funding in 
this GOCO grant cycle, the Local Park and 
Outdoor Recreation grant will help San 
Miguel County upgrade the existing out-
door arena at the San Miguel County Fair-
grounds & Regional Park (SMCFRP) in Nor-
wood.  
  The County will provide a 25 percent 
match for the grant, which will offset the 
total cost of the $209,471 project, San 

Miguel County Parks and Open Space Di-
rector Janet Kask said. 
  Said San Miguel County Board of Com-
missioners (BOCC) Chair Kris Holstrom, 
“We are pleased and excited to announce 
that the County was just awarded a GOCO 
grant for our proposed Fairgrounds Out-
door Arena and Renovation project. Once 
completed it will significantly improve 
these well-used facilities. The BOCC sa-
lutes all those involved in the grant appli-
cation process! San Miguel County is 
providing a significant match for the pro-
ject total of $200,000. We can't wait to 
see the results!” 
  "The awarding of this GOCO grant to San 

Miguel County is great news for the 
Fairgrounds,” Kask said.  “This will 
enable the County to proceed with 
a much-needed project of upgrad-
ing the existing Outdoor Arena by 
replacing the footing, improving the 
drainage, and replacing the exterior 
fencing.  We're excited for this pro-
ject to commence, as it will benefit 
all Fairgrounds user groups.” 
  For four generations the San Mi-
guel County Fairgrounds has been 
home to the Annual San Miguel 
Basin Fair and Rodeo. The facility 
has been open for all to use and 
enjoy 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. In addition to community 
events, equestrian training and rec-

reation are enhanced by this ven-
ue, which is the largest in the re-
gion and also serves residents of 

Montrose County’s West End. 
  As the third fastest growing county in 
Colorado, San Miguel County includes 
three new youth clubs and two new chap-
ters of the Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) that will make use of the renovated 
Fairgrounds venue. To date, GOCO has 
invested $10.4 million in projects in San 
Miguel County and has conserved more 
than 15,600 acres of land. GOCO funding 
has supported the San Miguel County 
Down Valley Park, grandstands at Tellu-
ride Town Park, and the Norwood Recrea-
tion District baseball field, among other 
projects. Reach San Miguel County offices 
online or call 970-369-5469. 

San Miguel County Fairgrounds courtesy photo. 

https://www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov
https://www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov
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 TROOPER TIPS: A CALL TO ACTION PART 3 

By Trooper Gary 
Cutler 
Over the past two 
months I’ve talked 
about crashes over 
the 2018 holiday 
season which took 
nine lives in seven 
crashes over a 72-
hour period.  We 
touched on the 
topic of mixing 
drinking, drugs, 
and driving.   

  Now let’s look at two of the most com-
mon dangers we deal with every day; dis-
tracted driving and aggressive driving. 
Driving a vehicle is an important endeav-
or.  I think too often drivers become com-
placent with this task.  Anytime a driver 
diverts their attention from watching the 
road, or the surrounding area, there is a 
greater potential for disaster. 
 It comes down to a simple rule; there is 
no good time to be messing with your 

phone or anything else in the car when it’s 
moving.    
  That quick moment taken to tune the 
radio or grab the burger you just picked 
up at the drive through is often just 
enough to miss something important. 
At just 45 MPH, you are traveling at ap-
proximately 66 feet per second.  That goes 
up to 88 feet per second when traveling 
60 MPH.  That is a large distance to be 
driving with the equivalency of having 
your eyes closed.   
  Too often we believe since nothing bad 
happened the last time, it won’t happen 
this time.  So when things go as we expect 
them, we are prone to becoming compla-
cent.  With complacency, comes the possi-
bility of dire consequences.  
  This means watch the roads and the peo-
ple around you at all times so we won’t 
have crashes that were preventable. An-
other reason for crashes, especially over 
the past holiday, is aggressive driving.  I 
know when driving in my personal vehicle, 
I am often amazed to see a driver speed-

ing past me, failing to signal, and zipping 
in-between cars trying to go somewhere 
in a hurry.   
  At times I’ve seen the drivers so close to 
the bumper of the car in front of them, it 
is only a matter of a soft brake and the 
two may crash.   
  The part that interests me the most 
about this though, is I usually catch up to 
the person, due to red lights, or congested 
traffic even though I’m going the speed 
limit and not speeding.   
  The amount of time gained from speed-
ing or trying to pass other vehicles is usu-
ally minutes at best.  Don’t gamble on the 
idea that you won’t hit someone.  Ask 
anyone after they had a crash, if they 
thought they were going to hit someone, 
and they would say they didn’t plan on 
that happening. 
  So please, take away the distractions and 
slow your traveling to a safe speed with 
plenty of space between cars.   
  A day without any crashes is a good day! 
As always, safe travels! 

Colorado State Patrol 
Trooper Gary Cutler. 
Courtesy photo. 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE – The Bureau of Land Man-
agement (BLM) is seeking public comment 
on six Special Recreation Permit applica-
tions.  Special Recreation Permits are is-
sued to recreation businesses to allow the 
use of specific BLM public lands. These 
permits provide the public use of a guided 
service for recreation activities, implement 
recreation management decisions, and 
ensure a fair return to the public for com-
mercial use of public lands. Last year rec-
reation on land managed by the BLM in 
Colorado generated $618 million and sup-
ported more than 5,000 jobs.   
  The new Special Recreation Permits ap-
plicants are: 
-Cimarron Mountain Club, Inc. (Jim Ar-
onstein)—Guided hiking, snowshoeing, 
skiing, and snowboarding within the Un-
compahgre Field Office (UFO). 
-Colorado Detours (David Noe)—Guided 
interpretive hikes, including paleontologi-
cal resources, within the UFO and Gun-
nison Gorge National Conservation Area 

(GGNCA).   
-Gnarly Routes (Russell Babbit)—Guided 
motorcycle rides in Peach Valley and Flat 
Top OHV Areas. 
-Rocky Mountain Sport Fishing LLC (Jack 
Bradley)—Guided big game hunting in 
Game Management Units (GMUs) 64 and 
65.  
-Telluride Mountain Guides (Ryan Howe)
—Guided rock climbing in the Paradox 
Valley, Dolores River Canyon, and Carpen-
ter Ridge within the UFO. 
-Western Colorado Outfitters (Eric Lay-
man)—Guided big game, small game, and 
upland bird hunting in GMUs 61, 62, 64, 
and 65 including GGNCA and Dominguez 
Escalante National Conservation Area 
(DENCA). 
  Details about the six Special Recreation 
Permit applications are available for re-
view in the Montrose Public Lands Center 
located at 2505 S. Townsend Avenue in 
Montrose. The BLM requires Special Rec-
reation Permits for commercial activities 
as well as for competitive and organized 

group activities or events on BLM public 
lands  
  The BLM is soliciting comments on re-
source concerns, compliance history, 
health and safety, conflicts, and diversity 
of services. Written comments may be 
submitted by mail or email.  Please de-
scribe your concerns or how you may be 
affected by the proposal. Comments need 
to be received by April 30, 2019 and may 
be mailed to Bureau of Land Management, 
Attn: Robin Lewis, 2465 South Townsend 
Avenue, Montrose, CO 81401, or emailed 
to rlewis@blm.gov. 
  Before including your address, phone 
number, e-mail address, or other personal 
identifying information in your comment, 
be advised that your entire comment -- 
including your personal identifying infor-
mation -- may be made publicly available 
at any time. While you can ask us in your 
comment to withhold from public review 
your personal identifying information, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 

BLM TAKING PUBLIC COMMENT ON 2019 SPECIAL REC PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

mailto:rlewis@blm.gov
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 MEDC HOSTS ANNUAL LUNCHEON 2019 

At left, MEDC Executive Director Sandy Head, left, 
presented Dr. Gary Ratcliff, director of Colorado Me-
sa University (CMU) Montrose, with the 2019 Eco-
nomic Development Award, recognizing his achieve-
ments in supporting increasing higher education op-
portunities in Montrose. Ratcliff, who was hired by 
CMU in July 2016, was thanked for his leadership in 
strengthening partnerships with the Montrose School 
District, primary employers and the community, and 
his efforts to increase career and technical programs.  

At right, Colorado Lending Source Executive Director Mike 
O'Donnell, left, was the keynote speaker at the Montrose 
Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) Annual Lunch-
eon at the Montrose Pavilion on March 8. Pictured here with 
MEDC Executive Director Sandy Head, O'Donnell told the 
crowd of local businesspeople that he did not expect a reces-
sion until beyond 2021 or 2022.  

MEDC Board Chair Buck Miller, left, started off the annual 
luncheon by talking about the history of Montrose's eco-
nomic development, and then presented Al Head of Western 
Skyways Inc. with the Community Impact Award. Head was 
recognized for growing and promoting the local aviation 
industry, which led to job creation and capital investment, 
as well as his support of MEDC and spearheading the intro-
duction of "Project Lead the Way" and STEM for local stu-
dents.  

Courtesy photos Montrose Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC). Cutlines by Tanya Ishikawa. 
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CUB SCOUT PACK 490 WEBELOS BECOME BOY SCOUTS 

Special to the Mirror 
MONTROSE-One of the highlights of a Cub 
Scout's experience is their transition into a 
Boy Scout Troop. On Thursday, March 14, 
six boys from Cub Scout Pack 490, spon-
sored by St Mary Catholic Church,  became 
the newest members of Boy Scout Troop 
491, sponsored by Montrose Elks Club.    
  The six fifth grade boys, (five of whom 
have earned the highest Webelos award), 
Wylie Gray, Mark Heinz, Sean Mengel, Gar-
rett Papineau, Alexander Van Allsburg, and 
Charlie Wilson, moved from the Cub 
Scouting Program and were welcomed by 
Members of Troop 491 into their already 
existing Nuclear Narwhal Patrol.    
  An elaborate, traditional  ceremony was 
conducted by the Order of the Arrow Chap-
ter members,  (dressed in Native American 
Regalia),  Justin Langford, Paul Curtis, Kenny 
Morris, Adam Curtis, Joe Williams and 
Reese Wolfe.    
Any youth wanting to join the Scouting 
adventure can call Scoutmaster, Eric Lang-
ford at 970-596-2279.     

CUB SCOUTS CROSS OVER 
@ CEREMONY MARCH 14 

Courtesy photos Wayne 
Quade and Gary Davis. 
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YOUNG LIFE MINISTRIES – IN THE BEGINNING 

By Pat Murphey 
UNITED STATES-The year of 1941 was in-
deed a memorable year – a year that will, 
for many Americans, be remembered as a 
year that changed the world forever.   
  For U.S. citizens living two generations 
ago, 1941 was a year dominated by fear 
and uncertainty due to events unfolding 
far beyond the borders of our country in 
Europe and the Pacific.  It was a year that 

marked our country’s first involvement in 
World War II.  Even though many Ameri-
cans never understood the rationale for 
the war or our involvement, most U.S. 
citizens were willing to make the sacrifice 
necessary to support the war effort.   
  And a great sacrifice it was…some esti-
mates suggest that more than 400,000 
U.S. soldiers and civilians were killed dur-
ing the war.  In addition to the loss of life, 
Americans were asked to ration almost 
every commodity that could possibly be 
used in the war effort.  As a result, items 
like gasoline, automobile tires, batteries, 
leather for shoes, and beef were unavaila-
ble to U.S. citizens, except in very small 
quantities.   
  During the last few weeks of 1941 and 
the first few weeks of 1942, American au-
tomobile assembly plants in Detroit, Mich-
igan were converted, almost overnight, 
into factories that produced military 
trucks, tanks, airplanes, guns, and equip-
ment used by our fighting men.  The pro-
duction of civilian vehicles did not begin 
again unit the war ended in 1945. 
  During the early 1940’s, while everyone’s 
attention was directed to the war raging in 
Europe and the Pacific, another very sub-
tle, yet very important, event occurred.  
This event was so small and ordinary  that 

almost no one noticed.  With the war envi-
ronment as a backdrop, a newly-
graduated seminary student named Jim 
Rayburn began to be burdened by the 
large number of kids in his little town 
(Gainesville, Texas) that were disconnect-
ed from the church, and from God.  The 
burden that he felt was so strong that it 
eventually led him to reach out to those 
kids in ways that were novel and uncon-
ventional.  His plan was to organize 
meetings, for junior high and high school 
students, which he called “Club”.  The 
meetings were to be held one night per 
week and included singing, skits, and a 
very simple presentation featuring an in-
troduction to Jesus Christ and the Gospel 
message. 
  The first meeting included only ten stu-
dents; and, those students are reported to 
have been among the most troubled and 
rebellious kids in town – Rayburn was not 
discouraged.   He sensed that even though 
Club meetings were extemporaneous and 
somewhat unpredictable, this type of 
gathering was very appealing to kids.  
After only a few of the weekly Club 
meetings, Rayburn noticed that these 
seemingly uninterested and rebellious kids 
were beginning to respond to God’s call 
and the power of the Gospel message.  

Jim Rayburn as a young man. Courtesy photo. 
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YOUNG LIFE MINISTRIES – IN THE BEGINNING 
From previous pg 

After much prayer, Rayburn developed a 
process for Club meetings.  He also orga-
nized the overall ministry around the sim-
ple notion that, “…it is a sin to bore a kid 
with the Gospel…”   In late 1941, Rayburn 
incorporated the ministry and he decided 
to call it “Young Life.”    
  Since then, the Young Life ministry has 
grown to have a presence in virtually eve-
ry state in our nation and in 60 countries 
around the world.  Even though the 
growth has been phenomenal, the meth-
ods and basic notions have changed little 
since 1941.   
  For instance, Young Life world-wide is 
still committed to the notion that the min-
istry is “relationship oriented” and that 
leaders must “earn the right to be heard” 
by their students. 
  In Montrose, Colorado, Young Life is 
thriving thanks to God’s continued favor 
and grace and due to the consistent pray-
ers and financial support of the communi-
ty.    
  Young Life Club meetings are held on 
Monday nights for high school aged kids 

and on Tuesday night for junior high and 
middle school aged kids.  Over the past 
year Monday night meetings have aver-
aged about 70 kids; Tuesday night 
meetings are averaging about 50 kids.   
  Over the past few years Montrose Young 
Life graduates have made their way to any 
number of universities and colleges.  
Some of our kids have chosen to begin 
careers in the trades and others have cho-
sen to join the military.   
  However, no matter where our kids go 
from here, we believe that they will be 
taking with them the influence that Young 
Life has had on their lives.  As a result, 
only God knows the ripple effect their 
lives will have on the world. 
  Yes, 1941 was a big year.  It was a very 
dark year that changed the world forever, 
but we would be wrong to say that noth-
ing good came from 1941.  The war cost 
us a lot; many of our best young men and 
women didn’t get to come home.  The 
darkness and the loss that some American 
families felt was unimaginable.  But even 
in the shadow of one of the world’s great-

est tragedies, God began to rebalance the 
scales in a small and understated way.  He 
used Jim Rayburn to help make a new way 
for the multitudes of kids born during the 
baby boom years (1946 through 1964) to 
hear the Gospel message.  Interestingly, 
that “new way” of presenting the Gospel 
message still appeals to our kids today.    
  Clearly, one ministry program, no matter 
how successful or effective, can repair the 
damage and darkness that was visited on 
the world during the war.  But, Jim Ray-
burn in a small way stood up to the dark-
ness.   
  As a result of his passion and devotion to 
the Young Life ministry, decades later our 
kids, and kids around the world, benefit.  
Thank God, Jim Rayburn choose to light a 
candle rather than curse the darkness.   
  And, because of Jim’s legacy, when our 
young men and women leave Montrose, 
they take the knowledge of Jesus and the 
Gospel, that they learned about in Club 
meetings, with them wherever they go.  
Only God knows for sure how far into the 
future that influence will reach.   

CORRECTION: From Art Goodtimes’ Up Bear Creek: “In my column on the Sedona Film Fest and Valley film, I mis-stated the amount 

of money the town had to raise, it's $50,000,000 not $50,000.  
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Special to Art & Sol 
OLATHE-Off-highway vehicle users in 
western Colorado are invited to a special 
safety, education and registration event, 

March 23, at the Peach Valley OHV Park in 
Olathe. 
   The event will feature information about 
safety and proper trail use. OHV owners 

will also be able to register their vehicles 
on-site with Colorado Parks and Wildlife. 
The event is being hosted by Highland 
Cycles of Montrose, CPW and the BLM. 
  “More and more people are riding OHVs 
on trails throughout western Colorado,” 
said Josh Stoudt, CPW’s Southwest Region 
trails coordinator. “We want to make sure 
people ride safely and that they under-
stand proper trail use. The Peach Valley 
facility is a great spot to kick-off the riding 
season.” 
   OHV owners must register their vehicles 
every year. Registration can also be done 
at any Colorado Parks and Wildlife office 
or online at: http://cpw.state.co.us/
thingstodo/Pages/OHVs.aspx 
   Olathe is located about 10 miles north of 
Montrose. The Peach Valley OHV Park is 
located about 5 miles east of Olathe just 
off Falcon Road. The event will start at 10 
a.m. and continue until 4 p.m. 

COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

OHV USERS CAN GET A START ON THE SEASON AT EVENT IN OLATHE 

Courtesy photo CPW. 

https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=e2448f6306&e=4fd365833e
https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=e2448f6306&e=4fd365833e
http://www.advantage@voa.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS:EDUCATION  

MONTROSE  
HIGH SCHOOL  

DIVISION AWARD  
WINNERS-MARCH 

Left to right - Damian 
Ramirez, Max Bernstein, 
Heather Prosser, Ashley Or-
tega, Trace Chaney, Jorge 
Cadena, Katherine Kistler, 
Joy Leuthauser, Oriana 
Sanchez and Stephanie Gar-
cia. Courtesy photo. 
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COLORADO NEWS BRIEFS: LIVING WITH WILDLIFE 

MOOSE RELOCATED AFTER CRASHING BRECKENRIDGE HOME 

Special to Art & Sol 
BRECKENRIDGE -A home invasion call in 
Breckenridge Friday morning led to the discov-
ery of an unexpected intruder: an adult cow 
moose. Colorado Parks and Wildlife responded 
to the scene once the Breckenridge Police 
Department answered a suspected burglary 
call and realized this was no ordinary trespass-
er.  
  A guest of the homeowner sleeping in a base-
ment bedroom with a young child was awak-

ened by the sound of breaking glass and a loud 
entrance through a window. Suspecting a bur-
glary, the frightened homeowner called the 
police. But when Breckenridge Police arrived 
on scene, they found it was a call better suited 
for CPW. 
  “It appeared that the moose had been walk-
ing around outside the house in deep snow 
when it fell into a window well, then crashed 
through the window into a basement bed-
room,” said Elissa Slezak, district wildlife man-

ager with CPW. “The call originally came in as a 
burglary, but once responding officers saw the 
moose, they called us in to take the lead. 
When we arrived, the moose was actually 
pretty calm and didn’t appear to be injured by 
the fall or the broken glass, so we immediately 
made a plan to remove her safely from the 
house.” 
  CPW officers were able to tranquilize the 
moose, and with the help of Breckenridge Po-
lice and the Red, White & Blue Fire District, 
moved the cow through a tight stairwell to get 
her upstairs and back outside to an awaiting 
trailer. The moose was released into prime 
moose habitat in Grand County. 
  “We are really appreciative of the help from 
Breckenridge PD and the fire department,” 
said Slezak.  
  “It’s not easy to maneuver in a tight space 
while trying to carry such a large, heavy ani-
mal, and the team worked with us to haul the 
moose up the stairs and get it out of the 
house.” 
  “Aside from the broken window, a few minor 
cuts and the initial shock to the homeowners, 
this situation went about as well as it could 
have,” Slezak said. “Both the people inside the 
house and the moose made it out without any 
major injuries.” 
  Living with wildlife in Colorado means home-
owners should consider options to help keep 
their property and our wildlife safe, including 
protecting below-ground windows and cover-
ing the window wells with grates specifically 
designed to keep wildlife from falling in. For 
additional information on living with wildlife, 
visit cpw.state.co.us. 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife, with help from Breckenridge Police and the Red, White & Blue 
Fire District, removed an adult cow moose from a Breckenridge home Friday, March 15. The 
moose was safely relocated to Grand County. Courtesy photo. 

https://state.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5144ed31c5f2ba642e0393361&id=d624766973&e=4fd365833e
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS 

COME ENJOY A TASTE OF SPRING APRIL 20 

Special to Art & Sol 
DELTA-Does your business craft a truly 
delicious burger? Beer? Dessert? Show-
case it at the fourth annual Taste of Spring 
event, and showcase yourself as one of 
Delta County’s tastiest food producers!   
  Delta County Young Life and the Delta 
Lions Club have partnered up to present 
the fourth annual Taste of Spring event, 
April 20, 5-8 p.m., at Bill Heddles Recrea-
tion Center.  
  Vendor registration forms are now being 
accepted for Delta County restaurants, 
cottage foods producers, wineries, brew-
eries and other producers who will show-
case their signature menu item, food crea-
tion or beverage during the event. 
  There is no cost to have a booth at the 
event, and producers can use the event as 
a marketing opportunity to showcase a 
new menu item, catering possibilities, 
wine clubs or other means to promote 
your business or cottage foods products. 
Last year, the event drew over 100 
attendees, and this year is expected to be 
larger, said Ty Gallenbeck, the Area Direc-
tor of Delta County Young Life. 
  Vendor registration and more infor-
mation can be found by calling Gallenbeck 
at 970-216-5680, or by visiting 

www.TasteOfSpringDelta.com. 
  For the foodies out there, ticket holders 
who attend the event are treated to some 
of Western Colorado’s finest cuisine, most 
sought-after wines, craft beers and unique 
spirits offerings.  
  Ticket holders have the option of partici-
pating in an exclusive whiskey tasting dur-
ing the event as well, sampling some of 
the rarest whiskeys around. In addition, 
ticket holders are treated to live music, 
and can bid on amazing items in the live 
and silent auctions.  
  New to the event this year is a special VIP 
dinner on Friday, April 19 hosted by Nee-
dle Rock Brewery in Delta.  
  Chef Kenneth will craft a multicourse 
meal, with each course paired with excep-
tional drinks.  
  Tickets for the Friday VIP dinner are $70. 
This ticket gets you access to the VIP din-
ner, a General Admission Ticket for Satur-
day's event and the Rare Whiskey Tasting 
Add On.  
  Tickets for Saturday are $30 in advance 
or $35 at the door; tickets for the whiskey 
tasting are an additional $10. Advance 
tickets can be purchased online at 
www.TasteOfSpringDelta.com.  Are you a 
business or individual who can’t attend 

but who wants to support youth in Delta 
County?  
  Sponsoring the event, donation items for 
the live or silent auction, donating directly 
to Delta County Young Life, or purchasing 
tickets for friends and family is a great way 
to help support the ministry of Young Life 
and the many community projects sup-
ported by the Delta Lions Club!  
  Call Gallenbeck to learn how you can give 
financially, or if you can donate items for 
the live or silent auctions during Taste of 
Spring. 

Ticket holders at the Taste of Spring event 
enjoy delicious nibbles of food, beer, wine 
and hard ciders. The annual event bene-
fitting Delta County Young Life returns on 
April 20. Courtesy photo.  
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Up Bear Creek by Art Goodtimes 

Continued next pg 

Colorado Springs honors amazing  
woman educator, writer and dancer 

AVA HEINRICHSDORFF … Several hundred 
people attended the celebration of life for 
recently deceased Ava Heinrichsdorff and 
her husband Gernot, who passed away 
two years ago. In inimitable Ava fashion, it 
began with two lines of colorfully-dressed 
folk dancers weaving down Louisa Per-
forming Arts Center at the Colorado 
Springs School to perform on stage and 
then snake back up the aisles and out of 
sight … It’s how I met Ava 38 years ago. I 
was arts council director in Telluride, and 
the state arts agency brought her to town 
to share folk dancing with local students. 
Her energy was infectious. She had a twin-
kle in her eye that was playful, almost mis-
chievous. And she was a raconteur/
storyteller of the first order … For the 
twenty years I was a commissioner and for 
a decade before that, whenever I had to 
go to the Pikes Peak area for meetings, I 
would visit Ava and Gernot, often spend-
ing the night in Gernot’s landscape archi-
tect studio. They felt like family to me, as I 
expect was the case with many of their 
friends, such warm, caring, compassionate 
people they were … I remember joining 
Gernot for a morning walk in the Garden 
of the Gods – a favorite routine of his. 
Watching the dew sparkle on the rocks 
and trees. The natural world had always 

been his inspiration … And I remember the 
incredible curiosity with which Ava ap-
proached the world – taking classes and 
eager to learn new things in her seventies 
and even into her eighties. She was an 
inspiration, and will always be for me. To 
never let age stop you from exploring the 
marvelous … Two amazing friends I will 
carry with me always. 

 
COLORADO CENTRAL … What can I say? I 
should have cut this magazine loose years 
ago. Okay, Ed Quillen was a friend, and a 
brilliant commentator/humorist I could 
have supported forever. But bless him, 
he’s gone … When I retired and fell back 
on my government safety net for support 
in my golden years, I cancelled a profligate 
number of subscriptions to many periodi-
cals established back when I had a decent-
paying government job. It made sense. I’m 
not very good at pinching pennies, but I 
can patch the Jackson-sized holes in my 
budget … (Morning’s bad thought: If a 
Native American butcher’s mug can end 
up gracing our twenties, can you imagine 
Trump’s face on a future currency? It 

could happen.) … However, under the 
wise helm of Editor Mike Rosso (Goddess 
bless Italian-Americans), I’ve become ad-
dicted to CC. Like this last March issue. I 
kind of breezed through the mag “for peo-
ple who make passes” when it came, pick-
ing up interesting factoids from the water-
shed to the east of me. It’s only at the end 
that I found the meat I’ve been seeking: 
the columnists … John Mattingly takes me 
far afield by holding my feet over a very 
close fire. Water! I love his brilliant imag-
inings of what the latest San Luis Valley 
water grab might be worth to all parties 
involved. I’m well roasted on all sides with 
John’s visionary explication, in spite of (in 
the spirit of Ed) his iconoclastic biases 
(which I happen to love). His is a column I 
tear out of its staples and file away for 
future writing reference … The iconic Gun-
ny free-spirit intellectual George Sibley 
takes me down to the immediate ground, 
philosophizing about the forceful nature 
of cold (not just the absence of heat), 
comparing our present society with those 
that came before, and posing an outra-
geous argument that, when it comes to 
water (that issue again), America’s bed-
rock principle of majority rule ought to be 
suspended, and urban consumers of 
water’s vote ought to given less weight 
than rural consumers of water. Invariably, 
George makes us think. We want to jump 
into a conversation, our fists full of ideas … 
I appreciate doctrine-less Martha Quillen’s 
meanderings in & about & around the Me 
Too movement, the local Salidan political 
web, and her unflinching contrarian opti-
mism – based on a plea for the respectful 
working together of citizens … And damn 
if Hal Walters’ last word doesn’t intrigue 
me with his intimate stories of donkey-
racing, deep sports and what it’s like being 
the father of an autism spectrum son – 
like March’s column of Harrison’s being 
honored at his high school for his differ-
ences, instead of ridiculed or bullied. 
Pretty soon I’m wiping away tears, think-
ing of valley kids and administrators of all 

Cat Lee Covert with Wild Thing dancers in 
Telluride Theatre's producation of Since I 
Dreamed (courtesy photo).  

Ava Heinrichsdorff awards (photo by Art 
Goodtimes). 
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Up Bear Creek by Art Goodtimes 

political persuasions with that much com-
passion … Double damn, Rosso. You’ve got 
me hooked … www.cozine.com 
 
LEGAL CASES … Excepting three divorces 
(alas), I’ve only been involved in one per-
sonal civil court case (which I lost, alas). 
But I’ve been a defendant or a plaintiff in 
dozens of cases in my 20 years as a county 
commissioner. Thanks to the great work 
of former County Attorney Steve Zwick 
and the lawyers he obtained for us, I can’t 
remember a lawsuit we lost in my 20 
years in office … And now, two years after 
leaving office, we’ve finally settled anoth-
er big one … New landowners from Aspen 
wanted to cut off traditional motorized 
access to a big swath of public land in the 
West End’s Slick Rock. Egnar and Dove 
Creek folks had used the county road for 
years for picnicking and ranch operations. 
An ag lessee out on the public lands had 
some water structures only accessible via 
this road. The new owners asked San Mi-
guel County to vacate County Road S7 
across a quarter mile of their property. 
But after hearing from all parties, the 
county denied the road vacation … Seven 
years later the private property owners 
blockaded the road. Failing mediation, the 
county sued in court to regain public ac-

cess (Dufficy, John v. Board of County 
Commissioners, Case #2018SC000690) … 
The district court ruled in our favor. The 
property owners appealed. We won in 
Appeals Court. So the property owners 
and their attorney Rick Neiley appealed to 
the Colorado Supreme Court. Just this 
month, four years after the lawsuit start-
ed, the court denied cert. That’s a legal 
term, short for "certiorari," which refers 
to the appeal (petition for a writ of certio-
rari) a party files with the Supreme Court 
requesting the justices review the case. If 
the justices decide against hearing the 
case, they deny the petition. This is usually 
abbreviated and referred to as "cert de-
nied” … That means the county claim is 
upheld, as was decided in the Court of 
Appeals, and the case has been concluded 
in the county's favor … Winning this law-
suit -- together with removing San Miguel 
County building codes from our West End 
Zone District and creating the West End 
Zone District in the first place -- stand as 
my three proudest achievements as a Dis-
trict 3 commissioner representing the 
largely uninhabited western half of San 
Miguel County. 
 
TELLURIDE THEATRE … As the son of an 
actor father, and someone who has been 

attending theater since I was seven, I have 
to hand it to Sasha Sullivan, Colin and 
their Telluride repertory company. My 
favorite shows are the ones they invent 
themselves. And that was the case with 
the recent production, Since I Dreamed. 
Not your routine two-act drama, this was 
a theatrical extravaganza of dance, stage 
design, multi-media and imagination let 
loose … The small audience of 40 sat in a 
tiered stage that was rolled around so that 
there were four separate directions of 
action to enjoy – the most daring commu-
nity theater innovation I’d ever seen … Cat 
Lee Covert not only starred but did all the 
choreography, which was nothing short of 
phenomenal, capped by the riveting four-
some performances of Cat, Erika Curry-
Elrod, Molly Wickwire-Sante and Kelsey 
Trottier. The stage sets were fantastic, the 
costumes dazzling, and the lights and spe-
cial effects impressive. The standing ova-
tion they got was totally deserved … in 
singling out just a few, it’s in no way a 
disparagement of the excellent cast as a 
whole, and all the tech folks. This is en-
semble theater at its best, where every-
one contributes to the wonderful effect of 
the show … Bravo! Telluride is lucky to 
have such a terrific theater company to 
enjoy.  

THE TALKING GOURD 

Descartes Upended 
 

 

Damn  
auto-correct 

 
Stop making my life 
formally appropriate 

 
according to your 
pre-set cyber ends 

 
I do what I want  

on-line 
 

Therefore 
I am 



The Montrose Mirror  |  March 18, 2019 Page 34 

 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS: MHS BAND 

 

Special to Art & Sol 
Montrose –The Montrose High School Band program went to contest last week. The Advanced Jazz Band performed at the Fort Lewis Jazz Festival 
and the Symphonic Band performed at the CBA Western Slope Regional Concert Band Festival. Both groups were awarded SUPERIOR ratings! MHS 
also had a student (senior Alysa Wood) who won the Outstanding Soloist Award for the entire jazz festival in Durango. Courtesy photos. 

MHS BAND PROGRAM RECEIVES SUPERIOR RATINGS 
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SAVE THE DATE! UPCOMING REGIONAL EVENTS  
CURRENT/ONGOING-  
BOSOM BUDDIES OF SOUTHWESTERN COLORADO BREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets every Wednesday from noon till 1 pm at 645 South 
5th Street in Montrose. For more info email info@bosombuddiesswc.org. 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH GROUP meets every third Tuesday of each month at the Centennial Meeting Room at 6pm, behind City Hall.  New 
Watch Groups are formed and guest speakers alert us to safety issues.  The public is encouraged to attend. Contact Joyce Loss at 970-249-4217 or 
970-275-1329 for details.   
YOGA HOUSE-Yoga House has added HIIT Yoga on Wednesday's at 5:45p AND Hot Yoga and is held on Fridays @ 4:30p.m. and Saturday's at 
10a.m.; SUP (Stand up paddle board) Yoga is Held at Montrose Rec Ctr  $25/class, Held the Following Thursday’s at 7p.m.  March 21.  For more 
info on classes and workshops: ColoradoYogaHouse.com    
MONTROSE FARMERS MARKET WINTER MARKET will be open the following Saturdays 10am-1pm. open every other Sat-urday through April 27, 
2019. We are located at Centennial Plaza - Indoor Market in the Centennial Meeting Room, 421 S. 1st Street, Building #1.   
ALPINE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB MEETING-second Tuesday of the month, @ 7 p.m., Community Meeting Room, Montrose Library, 320 S 2nd St. 
Includes: Presentations, photo sharing & critiques. All are welcome to attend.   
AMERICAN LEGION POST 24 hosts Bingo every Saturday and Sunday at 7pm, at the Bingo Connection, 2075 East Main Montrose. Its open to the 
Public. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.. For more info call Tom at 260-8298.   
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS meeting every 3rd Thursday at 6 p.m. at Friendship Hall in Montrose. All veterans with at least a 10 percent 
service connected disability are welcome. For more information call (970)964-4375.   
MONTROSE TOASTMASTERS    
Meetings every 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm at Centennial Room, 431 South First in Montrose.   
MONTROSE HISTORICAL MUSEUM-“Montrose County Historical Society Presents” is held at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each month in the 
Pioneer Room of Friendship Hall, 1001 N. 2nd St.  The public is invited to free programs based on topics of regional history. For more information 
please call 249-2085.   
MONTROSE COUNTY GOP MEETING   
6:30 p.m. second Thursday of each month. MC-GOP Headquarters at 242 E. Main. Information: 970-765-7406    
MONTROSE COUNTY REPUBLICAN WOMEN MEETING   
Noon - third Fridays. Hampton Inn, 1980 North Townsend Ave. Information: Dianna 970-249-0724   
MONTHLY-   
Jan. 29-April 2- Mending Hearts GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP, Tuesdays, 1:30 – 3 p.m., Montrose HopeWest Office. 
supports Colorow and Black Canyon Boys & Girls Club 
Tuesday March 5, 2019 at 6 p.m. at the Montrose Pavilion. Tickets are available at www.bcbgc.org/events.  
March 20-“The Zuni Kiva Project and The Zuni World” by Zuni Archaeologist and tribal elder Dan Simplicio on Wednesday March 20 at 7 pm in 
Montrose. Dan will discuss the significance and challenges of maintaining the Zuni Pueblo's six religious kivas, along with other adaptations faced 
by the community in maintaining its traditional culture and language in the modern age. The public is invited; the talk will be at the Montrose 
United Methodist Church, Baldridge Hall, at 19 S. Park Street (free admission). For more information, please contact Leigh Ann Hunt at 970-835-
5228. 
March 24-Free Solo is showing at the Paradise Community Theatre in Paonia (215 Grand Ave), March 24 at 3 and 7 PM, tickets are $10. https://
paradiseofpaonia.com/ 
March 29--Final Friday Frolics: Join us from 5-7pm for the Opening Reception for the Blue Sage Gallery April exhibit “Mined,” featuring the sculp-
ture work of artists Robert Burch, Deborah Flug, and Gregory Tonozzi. Contact Blue Sage at info@bluesage.org or (970) 527-7243 for more infor-
mation.  
March 29-Final Friday Sage Stage: It’s that time of the month again! Get your song, dance, poem etc. ready for the Sage Stage Open Mic night. 7-
9pm.  Contact info@bluesage.org or (970)527-7243 for more information.  
April  2-The Montrose United Methodist Women will be holding a Women’s Health and Wellness Fair on Tuesday, April 2, 2019.   
The goal is to promote a healthy lifestyle for women of all ages and to build awareness of services that are available in the Montrose communi-
ty.  For more information contact:  Lorie Cribbs 513-226-6006 or email at loriec01@charter.net or montroseumw@gmail.com. 
April 4-Yoga House, 207 East Main Street, April 4 from 6:30p-7:30p - Gong Meditation.  
April 7-Join the Montrose Community Band on Sunday, April 7 at 3 pm for a free concert at the Montrose Pavilion.  The band will be playing a 
variety of Scottish and Irish music.  For more information visit www.montroseband.com or call 970-596-1188. 
April 13-Yoga House, 207 East Main Street, April 13, May 11 & June 8 from 12p-2p - Habits Of a Yoga Series (a 3-part series based on Ayurvedic 
principles) $20/class or $50 for all three.  
April 20-Delta County Young Life and the Delta Lions Club have partnered up to present the fourth annual Taste of Spring event, April 20, 5-8 
p.m., at Bill Heddles Recreation Center. Tickets for the Friday VIP dinner are $70. This ticket gets you access to the VIP dinner, a General Admis-
sion Ticket for Saturday's event and the Rare Whiskey Tasting Add On. Tickets for Saturday are $30 in advance or $35 at the door; tickets for the 
whiskey tasting are an additional $10. Advance tickets can be purchased online at www.TasteOfSpringDelta.com. 
May 6-Montrose Women’s Giving Club meets at Bridges of Montrose, 2500 Bridges Drive 5:30 to 7 p.m. Club meets once per quarter to select the 
next non-profit to receive quarterly donations. Each member pays $100 per quarter plus a $10 hospitality fee to participate and has the chance to 
nominate a non-profit. Members must be present to vote. 
May 11-Yoga House, 207 East Main Street, May 11 & June 8 from 12p-2p - Habits Of a Yoga Series (a 3-part series based on Ayurvedic principles) 
$20/class or $50 for all three.  
June 8-Yoga House, 207 East Main Street, From 12p-2p - Habits Of a Yoga Series (a 3-part series based on Ayurvedic principles) $20/class or $50 
for all three.  
Aug. 5-Montrose Women’s Giving Club meets at Bridges of Montrose, 2500 Bridges Drive 5:30 to 7 p.m. Club meets once per quarter to select the 
next non-profit to receive quarterly donations. Each member pays $100 per quarter plus a $10 hospitality fee to participate and has the chance to 
nominate a non-profit. Members must be present to vote. 
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Contact the Montrose Mirror: 
970-275-0646 

 Editor@montrosemirror.com 

www.montrosemirror.com 

READER PHOTO SPOTLIGHT: Deb Reimann 

Clouds were swirling around  the Chimney Rock 
and Coxcomb Peak formations when  
photographer Deb Reimann took these photos... 
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